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Summer 2018 Energy Market 
and Reliability Assessment



Electric and Natural Gas Markets Appear 
Ready for a Potentially Warm Summer

• Summer temperatures are expected to be above average.
• Reserve margins are expected to be adequate in most 

regions.
• Natural gas demand from power generators may set record 

highs this summer.
• Natural gas production could also set record highs.
• Performance requirements will apply to a majority of capacity 

resources in ISO New England and PJM.



NOAA Forecasts Above-Normal  
Temperatures for Summer 2018

Source:  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association



Reserve Margins Adequate in Most 
NERC Regions

Source:  2018 NERC Summer Reliability Assessment Data
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Diverse Generating Capacity Available 
During On-Peak Load

Source: 2017 NERC LTRA Data, On-Peak Forecast Capacity for Summer 2018
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Natural Gas Storage Levels Expected 
to Remain Within Five Year Range

Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration
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Natural Gas Futures Prices Are 
Lower Across All Regions

Source: Intercontinental Exchange, Inc.
Basis futures show prices for July and August 2018 as taken on March 23, 2018.
Comparison is to July and August 2017 basis futures; however cut off date may vary depending on availability.
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Narrow Coal-Natural Gas Spread to 
Fuel Diverse Generation

Sources: U.S. Energy Information Administration, CME Group, Bentek Energy
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Congested Nodes Identify Areas of 
Market Stress in Summer 2017

Source: YesEnergy.


