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Appendix Q 

FERC’s Responses to Comments on the Draft EIS 
 

ID No.  Commentor 
 
FEDERAL AGENCIES 
FA001  U.S. Department of the Interior (includes USFWS and USGS) 
FA002  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
STATE AGENCIES 
SA001  Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation 
SA002  West Virginia Division of Culture and History  
SA003  Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation  
SA004  West Virginia Division of Natural Resources 
 
LOCAL AGENCIES 
LA001  Fabian Bedne, Nashville Metropolitan Council, District #31 
 
NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES 
NAT001 Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
NAT002 Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians  
 
COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 
CO001  Teamsters National Pipeline Labor Management Cooperation Trust, Richard Stern 
CO002  Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, William Hughes 
CO003  Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy, Christopher Tuley 
CO004  Friends of Mill Creek Greenway, Brant N. Miller 
CO005  Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy, Heather Hixson-McGovern 
CO006  Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition 
CO007  Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, Vivian Stockman 
CO008  Friends of Mill Creek Greenway, Brant N. Miller 
CO009  West Virginia Rivers Coalition 
CO010  Mill Creek Watershed Association 
CO011  Allegheny Defense Project, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, and Sierra Club 
CO012  Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy 
CO013  American Petroleum Institute 
CO014  Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, William Hughes 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
IND001 Wayne L. Goddard 
IND002 Larry B. Dadisman 
IND003 Mary Wildfire 
IND004 Marianne Hughes 
IND005 Alex Cole 
IND006 Barbara Jividen 
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IND007 Caroline Copenhaver  
IND008 Tamatha Cheke 
IND009 Chris Tuley 
IND010 Kristen McCormack 
IND011 Suzanne D. Goodman 
IND012 Kurt Lydic 
IND013 Anna Ortiz 
IND014 Betty Guffey 
IND015 Carolyn Kennedy 
IND016 Carolyn Kennedy 
IND017 Charles Whiting 
IND018 Dan Lekich 
IND019 David Beresford 
IND020 Don Wimpelberg 
IND021 Elizabeth Garber 
IND022 Lauren Spires 
IND023 Lillian Hawkins 
IND024 Margaret Cortozzo 
IND025 Micah Hararove 
IND026 Mike Younger 
IND027 Rob Spires 
IND028 Sam Cartozzo 
IND029 Timmey Orr 
IND030 Unknown  
IND031 Beth Crowder 
IND032 Chip Westfall 
IND033 Jim Pritt 
IND034 Richard Given 
IND035 Steve McDiffitt 
IND036 Susan Cleaver 
IND037 William Douglass 
IND038 Dan Thomas 
IND039 Susan Couch 
IND040 Elenor Dyer 
IND041 Calvin Burchett 
IND042 Anthony Bonitatibus 
IND043 Lou Rife 
IND044 Aren Sulfridge 
IND045 Barry Vincent 
IND046 Suzanne Goodman 
IND047 Susan Couch 
IND048 Chris Strong 
IND049 Matthew Guest 
IND050 Michael Younger 
IND051 Robert Argo 
IND052 Lori Burkett 
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IND053 Andrew Peterson 
IND054 Jamie Peterson 
IND055 Michelle (last name unknown – oral statement in Cane Ridge, TN) 
IND056 Lillian Hawkins 
IND057 Holly Greene 
IND058 Margaret Cartozzo 
IND059 Heather Hixson-McGovern 
IND060 Roger Rotoni 
IND061 Carl Harris 
IND062 Cynthia D. Ellis 
IND063 Christy Gibson 
IND064 William Robertson 
IND065 Elizabeth Forester 
IND066 Terry Flesher 
IND067 Nathan Bumgarner 
IND068 Patrice Nelson 
IND069 Betsy Scott 
IND070 Janet Keating 
IND071 Marilyn Howells 
IND072 Mirijana Beram 
IND073 Lillian Hawkins 
IND074 Geraldine and Richard Markus 
IND075 Mary Sansom 
IND076 David Howells 
IND077 Karen Kurtz 
IND078 Aren Sulfridge 
IND079 Cynthia Brewer 
IND080 Jason Partch 
IND081 Ed Jividen 
IND082 Barbara Jividen 
IND083 Kathryn M. Pyles 
IND084 April Keating 
 
 
APPLICANT 
CPG001 Columbia Gas Transmission 
CPG002 Columbia Gulf Transmission 
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FEDERAL AGENCIES 

 

FA001 – U.S. Department of the Interior (includes USFWS & USGS comments)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FA001-1:  Comment regarding the status of section 7 consultations for the 
MXP is noted, and is consistent with our assessment in the EIS. 
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FEDERAL AGENCIES 

 

FA001 – U.S. Department of the Interior (includes USFWS & USGS comments) (continued) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FA001-2:  As stated in section 4.7.11.2, we have determined that the GXP 
would have either no effect or would not likely to adversely affect any of the 
federally listed species that could occur in the project vicinity.  Consultation 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) under section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act is complete for these species. 
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FEDERAL AGENCIES 

 

FA001 – U.S. Department of the Interior (includes USFWS & USGS comments) (continued) 

 

 
FA001-3:  Columbia’s Environmental Construction Standards (ECS, Section 
IV.A.1) state that “Columbia will notify authorities responsible for potable 
water supply intakes located within 3 miles downstream, at least one week 
before beginning work in the waterbody, or as required by state or local 
regulation.”  Revised section 4.3.2.1.1 includes this information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FA001-4:  Columbia Gas does not intend to test water quality of streams 
crossed by the MXP as there are currently no testing requirements associated 
with permits for stream crossings issued by the agencies with jurisdiction 
over the streams or the MXP. 
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FEDERAL AGENCIES 

 

FA001 – U.S. Department of the Interior (includes USFWS & USGS comments) (continued) 

 

FA001-5:  We have added a recommendation to section 4.3.1.2.1 
suggesting special notifications prior to and immediately following 
construction within these areas.   
 
 
 
 
 
FA001-6:  Section 4.3.1.3.1 indicates that Columbia Gas would offer all 
landowners the option to test any wells within 150 feet of any area 
disturbed by construction of the MXP.  Rather than waiting for a landowner 
to request testing, Columbia Gas would now initiate the offer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FA001-7:  Section 3.4 discusses the process in which refinements or 
modifications to the pipeline route would be reviewed for approval should a 
Certificate be issued.  Section 2.6.3, the Post-Approval Variance Process, 
also discusses the variance approval process in detail, which is consistent 
with National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements. 
 
 
 
 
FA001-8:  As noted in section 4.1.4.4.1, on April 21, 2017, Columbia Gas 
filed with the Secretary its Phase I Geohazard Assessment Report, which 
was prepared using publicly available information.  The report preliminarily 
determined that about 68 percent of the proposed MXP pipeline route has a 
“moderate to high” or “high” landslide hazard index rating.  Based on the 
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FEDERAL AGENCIES 

 

FA001 – U.S. Department of the Interior (includes USFWS & USGS comments) (continued) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

results of the Phase I Geohazard Assessment, Columbia Gas has initiated a 
Phase II Landslide Hazard Assessment.  Part of the Phase II assessment 
includes field verification of the areas of interest that were identified in the 
Phase I assessment.  Section 4.1.4.4.1 contains a recommendation that prior 
to construction, Columbia Gas should file with the Secretary for review and 
approval from the Director of OEP, the results of its Phase II Landslide 
Hazard Assessment.  Both the Phase II Landslide Hazard Assessment and 
the Landslide Mitigation Plan would be developed in consultation with the 
West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection (WVDEP) and 
West Virginia Division of Natural Resources (WVDNR). 
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FEDERAL AGENCIES 

 

FA002 – U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FA002-1:  Thank you for your review and cooperation in the process. 
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FEDERAL AGENCIES 

 

 
FA002 – U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (continued)  

 
 

This space left blank intentionally. 
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FEDERAL AGENCIES 

 

FA002 – U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (continued)  

 

FA002-2a:  See response to comment FA001-8. 
 
FA002-2b:  Our recommendation, included in section 4.1.4.4.1, that 
prior to construction “Columbia Gas should file with the Secretary for 
review and approval from the Director of OEP the results of a Phase II 
Landslide Hazard Assessment, which includes the results of all field 
activities to investigate and document the status of all potential landslide 
areas, and provide a Landslide Mitigation Plan that includes site-specific 
mitigation measures to be conducted during construction and operation 
of the project on steep slopes and slip-prone soils” is intended to address 
the concerns raised in this comment.  Columbia Gas’ Landslide 
Mitigation Plan would include: 

a. a description of how construction activities would be 
conducted on steep slopes and in areas prone to instability; 

b. safety protocols for personnel working on steep slopes or 
areas prone to instability; 

c. measures Columbia Gas would implement if project-related 
activities result in instability/landslides during, and after, 
MXP construction; and  

d. steps to be taken to stabilize and restore such areas affected 
by project-related activities. 

The Phase II Landslide Hazard Assessments and the Landslide 
Mitigation Plan would be developed in consultation with the WVDEP 
and WVDNR. 
 
FA002-2c:  Pipeline construction in areas of rugged topography is 
described in section 2.4.4.6 of the EIS.  As noted in section 3.3, “The 
topographic setting of the MXP is characterized by steep slopes, narrow 
ridgetops and valleys, and shallow soils.  Construction of the pipeline 
would require creating a corridor wide enough to allow for equipment 
and personnel to deliver, assemble, and install the pipeline safely.  Other 
utilities (e.g., powerlines and pipelines) have taken advantage of 
ridgetops in the MXP area and are already sited to avoid side slopes and 
narrow valleys, which may be prone to extensive erosion during heavy 
rainfall events.  Co-location opportunities on ridgetops and in the 
narrow valleys, which are prominent within the project setting and often 
contain waterbodies, limits the availability of workspace needed to 
safely construct and operate the proposed facilities.  Even with the 
limited opportunities available, Columbia Gas was able to co-locate with 
other utility corridors almost 24 miles, or about 13.9 percent, of the  
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FEDERAL AGENCIES 

 

FA002 – U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (continued)  

 

MXP route.”  Beyond environmental and safety concerns associated 
with co-location of MXP with the Legacy 2 and LXP corridors, neither 
of these alternatives fully meet the project objective of delivering the 
required gas volumes to Columbia Gas’ TCO Pool and other markets on 
the CPG system.  Therefore, it is our determination that further 
evaluation of these alternatives is unwarranted. 
 
FA002-3:  On March 2, 2017, Columbia Gas filed a supplement to its 
application, which included updates to these numbers.  See sections 4.3 
and 4.4. 
 
FA002-4:  As noted in section 4.7.2, the USFWS has been working with 
Columbia Gas since 2015 to identify survey and project information 
needed, including surveys for federally listed mussels in West Virginia.  
Once additional information becomes available, the USFWS will work 
with Columbia Gas to address any species-specific issues and develop 
avoidance and mitigation measures for federally protected species 
affected by the project.  Columbia Gas anticipates completing necessary 
project field surveys in late spring or summer 2017.  
 
Columbia Gas and Columbia Gulf would be required to mitigate for 
temporary and permanent impacts on wetlands as specified in the 
conditions of each project’s section 404/401 permit.   
 
FA002-5:  Columbia Gas has provided information indicating that it is 
working towards a long-term agreement with the WVDNR that would 
incorporate special construction, restoration, and operational conditions 
within WVDNR controlled tracts of land.  Because specific measures 
have not been finalized, we have included the following 
recommendation in section 4.5.4.1: 
“As soon as information is available and prior to construction, Columbia 
Gas should identify any specific construction, restoration, replacement, 
and/or operation mitigation measures identified through its discussions 
with the WVDNR that it would implement to promote compatibility 
with the restoration and management of upland forest areas.” 
 
FA002-6:  See response to comment FA003-2c. 
 
FA002-7:  See response to comment FA001-5. 
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FEDERAL AGENCIES 

 

FA002 – U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (continued)  

 

FA002-8:  Section 4.3.1.3.1 includes a recommendation that prior to 
construction, Columbia Gas should: 
• file with the Secretary the location of all water wells and potable 

springs within 150 feet of all areas of disturbance associated with the 
MXP pipelines and related aboveground facilities; 

• offer to test all water wells within 150 feet of construction 
workspaces; and 

• provide the status (active, abandoned, capped, etc.) of the two water 
wells located at milepost 164.3 and, if active, identify measures to 
protect these water wells during construction.  
Any private drinking water supply well with a “pending” status 
would be considered active for human consumption and protections 
would be employed as such.  

 
FA002-9:  Section 4.3.2.1.1 has been modified to include a 
recommendation that Columbia Gas consult with the appropriate 
government entities and/or water utilities that manage each SWPA to 
identify specific protective measures for any SWPAs crossed by the 
project.  See also response to comment FA001-3. 

 
FA002-10:  The tables in section 4.9.9 (Environmental Justice) have 
been revised in response to this comment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FA002-11:  Section 3.6 includes an expanded discussion of electric 
motor driven compressors.  Columbia Gulf has determined that gas 
turbine engines are the most suitable option to achieve hydraulic 
efficiency at the Cane Ridge Compressor Station.  While there may be a 
noticeable increase over ambient noise levels during operation, as 
discussed in section 4.11.2.3.2, the predicted noise levels attributable to 
operation of the Cane Ridge Station at the closest noise-sensitive area 
(NSA) would be below our noise criterion as well as the Metropolitan 
Government of Nashville & Davidson County daytime and nighttime 
limits.  

Q-13



FEDERAL AGENCIES 

 

FA002 – U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FA002-12:  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
delegates its permitting authority under the Clean Air Act in West 
Virginia to the WVDEP and we take no position on the WVDEP’s 
decisions under its federally delegated permitting authority.  We 
understand that the MXP compressor stations were permitted as separate 
sources (and modeling is performed for each area) and we evaluated 
them as separate sources given their distance from each other.   
We analyzed cumulative air quality impacts based on the geographic 
scope, which was extended to a conservative 50-kilometer radius around 
each compressor station (per EPA’s own Prevention of Significant 
Deterioration [PSD] guidance).  Since the compressor stations do not 
fall within each other’s geographic scope, the emissions were not 
combined. 
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FEDERAL AGENCIES 

 

FA002 – U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
FA002-13:  Cumulative impacts of the MXP and GXP along with other 
projects occurring or reasonably foreseeable in the same watersheds 
were considered in our cumulative impacts assessment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FA002-14:  We created a new table that lists the HUC-12 
subwatersheds along the MXP project and any other projects we 
evaluated that occur in the same HUC-12.  See table 4.13-5. 
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FEDERAL AGENCIES 

 

FA002 – U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (continued)  

 

This area left blank intentionally. 
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STATE AGENCIES 

 

SA001 – Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SA001-1:  The commenter’s statements regarding project activities and 
their impacts on resources within Tennessee regulated by the Division of 
Water Resources are noted.  
  
 
SA001-2:  The status of NPDES and section 404 permitting requirements 
for GXP facilities in Tennessee are discussed in section 4.3.2.4.2.  As 
indicated in table 1.5-1, Columbia Gulf anticipates filing its NPDES permit 
application in June 2017.  No impacts on surface waterbodies are 
anticipated from construction and operation of the Cane Ridge Compressor 
Station.   
 
SA001-3:  As discussed in section 2.4.4.8, geotechnical investigations of 
the compressor station sites encountered soil materials with karst terrain, 
but they did not exhibit typical signs of active features.  If sinkholes are 
discovered during development of the sites, Columbia Gulf would comply 
with Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) 
regulations for sinkhole modifications. 
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STATE AGENCIES 

 

SA002 - West Virginia Division of Culture and History 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SA002-1:  Thank you for the clarification; section 5.1.10 has been modified 
to reflect the information provided by the WVSHPO. 
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STATE AGENCIES 

 

SA003 – Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This area left blank intentionally. 
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STATE AGENCIES 

 

SA003 – Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This area left blank intentionally. 
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STATE AGENCIES 

 

SA003 – Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SA003-1:  Lawn maintenance on a 10-acre site with electric powered 
equipment would be impractical from an efficiency perspective.  In its 
response to our May 9, 2017 data request, Columbia Gulf indicated it 
would not be using electric-powered lawn equipment.  Since maintenance 
activities would be conducted infrequently on a seasonal basis, we do not 
anticipate these activities should warrant special mitigation.  
 
 
 
SA003-2:  TDEC’s recommendation is noted. 

 

Q-21



STATE AGENCIES 

 

SA003 – Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
SA003-3 
See response to comment SA001-2.  
 
 
SA003-4:  No impacts on surface waterbodies are anticipated from 
construction and operation of the Cane Ridge Compressor Station.  See 
section 4.3.2.4.2 of the final EIS. 
 
 
 
SA003-5:  See response to comment SA001-3. 
 
 
 
SA003-6:  The DoA’s concurrence with project findings and 
recommendations is noted. 
 
 
 
 
SA003-7:  The DNA recommendation for Columbia Gulf to inspect wood 
materials to be transported offsite has been added to section 2.4.1.2. 
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STATE AGENCIES 

 

SA003 – Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
SA003-8:  As stated in section 1.5, Columbia Gulf would be responsible 
for all permits and approvals required to implement the proposed project 
prior to construction, consistent with the conditions of any authorization 
issued by FERC. 
 
 
 
 
SA003-9:  Table 1.5-2 has been modified to identify Metropolitan 
Government of Nashville & Davidson County as the regulatory agency for 
air permitting in Davidson County.  We also have identified the 
Metropolitan Government of Nashville & Davidson County as the 
permitting agency for the Cane Ridge Compressor Station in section 
4.11.1.3.2. 
 
 
 
SA003-10:  The Title V applicability for all new compressor stations is 
noted in section 4.11.1.3.2, Federal Regulations, and more specifically 
under the Kentucky, Tennessee, and Mississippi Regulations heading in 
that same section. 
 
 
 
 
SA003-11: Further description of General Conformity is described in 
section 4.11.1.1.1 
 
 
SA003-12:  See response to comment SA003-8. 
 
 
SA003-13:  We have updated section 4.11.1.3.2 to include this corrected 
information under Kentucky, Tennessee, and Mississippi Regulations. 
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STATE AGENCIES 

 

 
SA003 – Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
SA003-14:  In its May 16, 2017 response to FERC’s data request, Columbia 
Gulf indicated it has coordinated with TDEC representatives to provide the 
requested information.  Copies of correspondence between Columbia Gulf and 
TDEC were attached to the response as confirmation. 
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STATE AGENCIES 

 

SA004 – West Virginia Division of Natural Resources 
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STATE AGENCIES 

 

SA004 – West Virginia Division of Natural Resources (continued) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SA004-1:  In section 4.6.3.1, we have included a 
recommendation that Columbia Gas file an update with the 
Secretary regarding the status of Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act (MBTA) consultations with the USFWS and WVDNR 
regarding the development of its MBTA Tree Clearing 
Strategy (and provide a copy of the final plan, if 
available); and identify special measures, if any, that 
Columbia Gas would implement to reduce impacts on 
cerulean warbler habitat. 
 
SA004-2:  We are recommending that Columbia Gas 
continue to consult with the WVDNR and USFWS to 
further reduce impacts, particularly on the large Core 
Forest Areas preferred by the cerulean warbler.  As stated 
in section 4.6.5.1, Columbia Gas would continue to 
consult with authorizing agencies to address location-
specific impact minimization and mitigation measures 
regarding wildlife, wetlands, and other regulated sensitive 
environmental features. 
 
SA004-3:  See response to comment FA002-2b. 
 
SA004-4:  Footnote a/ in table 4.4-1 describes how 
conversion impacts for PSS/PFO wetlands were 
determined. 
 
SA004-5:  The recommendation in section 4.5.4.1 has 
been modified to include replacement in Columbia Gas’ 
discussions with the WVDNR regarding upland forests. 
 
SA004-6:  The recommendation in section 4.5.5.1 has 
been modified to specify that the BMPs should include 
IMV. 
 
SA004-7:  The Memorandum of Understanding between 
FERC and the USFWS states in section F.2, the 
Commission shall “require, as appropriate, applicants to 
mitigate negative impacts on migratory birds and their 
habitats by proposed actions, in compliance with and/or 
supporting the intent of the MBTA, Executive Order  
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STATE AGENCIES 
SA004 – West Virginia Division of Natural Resources (continued) 

This area left blank intentionally. 

13186, BGEPA, ESA, and other applicable statutes.”  The 
memorandum further clarifies that mitigation includes 
avoiding, minimizing, rectifying, reducing, or 
compensating for the impact.  Although we agree that 
compensatory mitigation is one way to off-set the impacts 
resulting from forest loss, there are other avoidance, 
minimization, and mitigation measures described in 
section 4.5.4.1 and 4.6.3.1 that would reduce forest 
fragmentation and impacts on core forests.   While FERC 
does not require compensation, have asked the applicant to 
develop a MBTA plan, with appropriate mitigation 
measures, in consultation with USFWS and WVDNR. 
Columbia Gas is required to obtain the necessary permits 
and authorizations required to construct and operate the 
project.  As such, to the extent the state has regulatory 
authority and permitting jurisdiction for these features, 
Columbia Gas would consult with the appropriate state 
agency.  State agencies would have the opportunity to 
review Columbia Gas’ proposed crossings during the 
permitting process and, if necessary, identify additional 
mitigation measures beyond that proposed. 

SA004-8:  No changes required to the recommendation.  
Mussel surveys will be conducted during the permitted 
survey period as conditions allow.  The survey period has 
been added to section 4.7.2. 

SA004-9:  As a general matter, a holder of a certificate of 
public convenience and necessity may exercise eminent 
domain under section 7(h) of the Natural gas Act to 
obtain the necessary rights-of-way through State property, 
regardless of whether the State property was acquired or is 
managed with federal funding.  

SA004-10:  We have incorporated this information into 
table 4.8-6. 

SA004-11:  Section 4.8.2.2.1 has been revised to include 
the text provided.  
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STATE AGENCIES 

 

SA004 – West Virginia Division of Natural Resources (continued)  
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SA004-12:  Section 5.1.8 has been revised such that the 
information provided relating to the Lewis Wetzel WMA 
has been removed from the description of Lantz Farm.  
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LOCAL AGENCIES 

 

LA001 – Fabian Bedne, Nashville Metropolitan Council, District #31 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LA001-1:  Comment noted. 
 
 
 
LA001-2:  Comment noted. 
 
 
LA001-3:  Reliability and Safety are discussed in section 4.12.  See response to 
comments IND009-5 and IND006-4. 
 
LA001-4:  Comment noted.  The complete quote is as follows: “The draft EIS 
assesses the potential environmental effects of the construction and operation of 
the MXP and GXP in accordance with the requirements of NEPA.  The FERC 
staff concludes that approval of the proposed projects would result in some 
adverse and significant environmental impacts.  However, if the projects are 
constructed and operated in accordance with applicable laws and regulations, the 
mitigation measures discussed in this EIS, and our recommendations, these 
impacts would be reduced to acceptable levels.”  Note that this summary 
paragraph references both the GXP and the MXP.  The only potentially 
significant environmental impact identified during our review of both projects is 
associated with the MXP (specifically to Core Forest Areas).  See response to 
comments IND010-4 and IND021-2 regarding air emissions.  It is not 
unprecedented for metropolitan areas to incorporate natural gas infrastructure as 
part of their energy supply plans.  In densely populated areas, additional safety 
measures are incorporated into the design, testing, and operation of the facilities  
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LOCAL AGENCIES 

 

LA001 – Fabian Bedne, Nashville Metropolitan Council, District #31 (continued) 

 

as required by DOT regulations at 49 CFR 192 (see section 4.12.1). 
 
The U.S. Energy Information Administration map below illustrates the location of 
natural gas compressor stations in the United States, many of which are located in 
metropolitan areas. 
https://www.eia.gov/pub/oil_gas/natural_gas/analysis_publications/ngpipeline/compressormap.html 

 
LA001-5:  See response to comment IND017-9. 
 
LA001-6:  Potential impacts on the local economy are discussed in section 4.9.8.2. 
While the majority of the construction workforce would be non-local, there would 
still be a beneficial impact on the community through increases in the local tax 
revenue as well as through other construction expenses.  Potential traffic impacts 
related to construction and operation of the Cane Ridge Compressor Station are 
discussed in section 4.9.5.2.  Columbia Gulf recognizes the possibility of delays 
during peak traffic hours and would work with local transportation officials to 
mitigate transportation and traffic impacts on Barnes Road during the 10-month 
construction period. 
 
LA001-7:  See response to comment CO005-3.  Benefits associated with the GXP 
are discussed in section 4.9.8.2. 
 
LA001-8:  Comment noted. 
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NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES 

 

NAT001 – Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
NAT001-1:  Thank you.  Comments are noted. 
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NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES 

 

NAT002 – Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

 

 
 
 
 
 
NAT002-1:  Thank you.  Comments are noted. 
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COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

 

CO001 – Teamsters National Pipeline Labor Management Cooperation Trust 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO001-1:  Thank you for your comment.   
 
 
 
Note to reader:  This comment letter included over 40 pages of 
supplemental information related to the pipeline construction industry, 
including the Declaration of Trust and Purposes for the Teamsters National 
Pipeline Labor-Management Cooperation, pipeline worker training 
brochure and employment requirements, information regarding the 
construction process known as horizontal directional drilling, driver 
training requirements, drug and alcohol testing policies, and the Teamsters 
Military Assistance Program.  The visibility of the attachments were low 
quality; therefore were not copied into this appendix.  The comment and all 
attachments can be viewed at http;//www.ferc.gov.  Using the “eLibrary” 
link, select “Advanced Search” from the eLibrary menu and enter 
20170324-0017 in the “Numbers:  Accession Number” field. 
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COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

 

CO002 – Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, William Hughes 
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COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

 

CO002 – Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, William Hughes (continued) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO002-1:  Thank you for this information.  See updates to section 4.13.1, which 
includes a new discussion of gas production facilities in the vicinity of the MXP.  
Subsection 4.13.2.9.1 addresses concerns related to oil and gas exploration 
activities on air quality. 
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COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

 

CO002 – Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, William Hughes (continued) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO002-2:  See response to comment CO002-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO002-3:  The EIS was prepared by FERC staff in accordance with NEPA, 
CEQ guidelines, and other applicable requirements.  The EIS is consistent with 
FERC style, formatting, and policy regarding NEPA evaluation of cumulative 
impacts.  However, we have updated section 4.13.1 to address gas production 
facilities in the vicinity of the MXP.  
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COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

 

CO002 – Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, William Hughes (continued) 

 

CO002-4:  “Minor” and “major” point sources are regulatory terms under the 
Clean Air Act.  They are included for disclosure of permitting authorities and 
not intended to reflect a FERC conclusion or opinion regarding the source’s 
relative importance.  Air regulations and permitting requirements are discussed 
generally in 4.11.1.1.1, and those applicable to MXP are discussed in section 
4.11.1.2.2. 
 
CO002-5:  Detailed mapping for the MXP was included in appendix B-1 of the 
draft EIS and is reproduced in the final EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO002-6:  With respect to air permitting under the Clean Air Act, there is no 
difference between “unclassified” and “attainment” areas.  Designations are 
based on the most recent set of air monitoring or modeling data characterizing an 
area.  See also response to comment CO012-8 and additional cumulative air 
discussion under section 4.13.2.9.1. 
 
Regional air monitoring data are available to the public online at 
https://www.epa.gov/outdoor-air-quality-data.  Background concentrations used 
in the modeling analysis were derived from these data.  The most representative 
air quality monitor was used for each compressor station site.  See the modeling 
analysis in section 4.11.1.2.4. 

 

Q-37

https://www.epa.gov/outdoor-air-quality-data


COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

 

CO002 – Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, William Hughes (continued) 

 

 
 
CO002-7:  Using an EPA recommended model, air dispersion modeling was 
performed to predict maximum ground level concentrations of the criteria 
pollutants that would be emitted from MXP facilities and determine the potential 
off-site impacts of air pollutants from the compressor stations.  No exceedances of 
the National Ambient Air Quality Standards were predicted.  See section 
4.11.1.2.4 for a discussion of this analysis.  Further background on air dispersion 
modeling can be found on the EPA’s Support Center for Regulatory Atmospheric 
Modeling website at https://www3.epa.gov/ttn/scram/dispersion_prefrec.htm. 
 
 
 
 
 
CO002-8:  See response to comments CO002-6 and CO002-7. 
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CO002 – Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, William Hughes (continued) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO002-9:  See response to comment CO002-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO002-9b:  Traffic related to construction and operation of the MXP is discussed 
in section 4.9.5.  Cumulative impacts from MXP construction traffic are discussed 
in section 4.13.2.6.1.  Columbia Gas’ ECS for MXP addresses Temporary Road 
Access (and mud tracking) in section II.D.4 (page 7). 
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CO002 – Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, William Hughes (continued) 

 

 
CO002-10:  See response to comment CO006-3.  As stated in section 1.1.1, the 
Commission’s role in reviewing the details of any project is to make a 
determination of public convenience and necessity.  A FERC EIS serves to inform 
the Commission as to the environmental impacts associated with a proposed 
action, but does not establish or justify the overall “need” for a project.  If a 
Commission determination of public convenience and necessity is made in the 
affirmative, after a thorough review of a host of environmental and non-
environmental factors, then the “need” for the project is affirmed.   
 
 
CO002-11:  Pipeline Reliability and Safety are discussed in section 4.12.  
Interstate natural gas pipelines are regularly sited in residential communities, and 
residential communities are frequently constructed around existing pipelines.  
Pipelines constructed and operated by U.S. Department of Transportation 
(USDOT) standards are, by definition, considered safe. 
 
CO002-12:  Waterbody construction is discussed in section 2.4.4.2.  Permits, 
Approvals, Consultations, and Regulatory Requirements for waterbody crossings 
can be found in section 1.5.4.  While a horizontal directional drill (HDD) can be a 
good option for certain waterbody crossings, our experience is that a direct 
crossing of a waterbody in 24-48 hours can often be preferable from an 
environmental standpoint than setting up an HDD operation with accompanying 
extra workspace which could take weeks to complete.  As discussed in section 
4.3.2.4.1, downstream turbidity from a dry-ditch crossing should dissipate 
quickly, and sedimentation should be minor. 
 
CO002-13:  The commenter’s request to extend the comment period is noted.  We 
have continued to accept and respond to comments received after the close of the 
public comment period in development of the final EIS.  
 
CO002-14:  Because electric-powered sources have no air emissions themselves, 
they are not regulated by the EPA.  The point source generating the electricity is 
the regulated entity (e.g., a coal-fired electricity generating unit).  Section 3.6 has 
been updated to provide further details regarding electric motor-driven 
compressors. 
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Note to Reader:  As part of this comment submittal package, OVEC included 
over 100 photographs of pipeline-related construction activities from a different 
project(s) as exhibit B.  Additionally, exhibit C contained a list of air permits 
issued by the WVDEQ (unrelated to the MXP).  We do not have any further 
responses regarding these photographs or air permits unrelated to the MXP.  Due 
to the volume of pages we have not included those exhibits in this appendix.  
Persons interested in reviewing the photographs and/or air permits, please follow 
these steps: 
 
The comment and all attachments can be viewed at http;//www.ferc.gov.  Using 
the “eLibrary” link, select “Advanced Search” from the eLibrary menu and enter -
20170330-4002 in the “Numbers:  Accession Number” field. 
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CO003 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy, Christopher Tuley 

 

CO003-1a:  As stated in section 4.11.3.2, noise levels during operation of 
the Cane Ridge Compressor Station would not exceed our criterion of 55 
dBA Ldn.  Noise from planned or unplanned blowdown events could exceed 
the noise criteria but would be infrequent and of relatively short duration.  
Using CadnaA modeling, which takes into account additional parameters 
such as area terrain, we performed additional noise modeling for the Cane 
Ridge Compressor Station and found the anticipated noise levels to be lower 
than Columbia Gulf had initially projected. Based on the analyses 
conducted, mitigation measures proposed, and our recommendations, we 
conclude that operation of the GXP would not result in significant noise 
impacts on residents or the surrounding communities. 

Table 4.11-24 provides the gas composition for GXP compressor stations.  
Gas releases during blowdown events and fugitive gas emissions would be 
pipeline quality gas that is primarily comprised of CH4, ethane, and 
propane (hydrocarbons) and not highly toxic compounds.  Hexane is the 
only gas component that is a listed HAP and is present in only trace 
amounts.   
 
CO003-1b:  The Cane Ridge Compressor Station is proposed for 
construction on an approximately 31-acre site, of which approximately 
10.6 acres would be permanently affected for operation of the facility.  The 
remainder of the site would remain undeveloped to provide a visual and 
noise buffer to the surrounding community.  Noise from the facility would 
be limited to an Ldn of 55 dBA at the nearest receptor, which is less than 
allowed by local standards.  We have updated the EIS with our own noise 
modeling for the Cane Ridge station, presented in section 4.11.2.3.2. 
 
Columbia Gulf purchased the residential land located within the temporary 
work space for the Cane Ridge site and would convert it to open land 
following construction.  The visual screening plan developed by Columbia 
Gulf for the Cane Ridge station is presented in section 4.8.3.2 and 
appendix M-2.  
 
CO003-2:  As discussed in section 4.11.1, models of air quality impact for 
the Cane Ridge station indicate potential air emissions at concentrations 
below the National Ambient Air Quality Standards.  Our analysis of the 
risk of exposure to “other chemicals” and radon in natural gas is described 
in section 4.11.1.3.5. 
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CO003 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy, Christopher Tuley (continued)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CO003-3:  Safety data for natural gas facilities indicate that operation of 
the GXP would represent only a very slight increase in risk to the general 
public.  Section 4.12, Reliability and Safety, discusses the safety record of 
natural gas facilities in the United States, the project impact on public 
safety, and measures that Columbia Gulf would take to operate its facilities 
safely. 
  
CO003-4:  Potential surface water impact associated with construction and 
operation of the Cane Ridge station are discussed in section 4.3.2.4.2.  
Section 4.7.8.2.1 discusses potential impacts on the Nashville crayfish. 
 
CO003-5:  Columbia Gulf considered alternative sites during its siting 
process, prior to the selection of the Cane Ridge site, as discussed in section 
3.6.2.  As noted in our discussion, certain hydraulic parameters must be met 
for siting a compressor station; it is not as simple as merely finding a vacant 
industrial lot to construct on.  Further, site availability is an important 
consideration.  Although section 7 of the Natural Gas Act  does confer 
eminent domain authority for aboveground facilities, the Commission 
greatly prefers that land acquisition for compressor stations be obtained 
from a willing landowner, rather than through condemnation.  The EIS 
recommending a compressor station site that is not available for sale or 
lease would run counter to this goal.  We requested that Columbia Gulf file 
information for additional alternatives identified during the draft EIS public 
comment period.  Section 3.6.2 has been revised to include our evaluation 
of the additional sites. 
 
CO003-6: See response to comment CO003-5.  During the draft EIS 
comment period, we identified one alternative site, and several others were 
identified in public comments.  Our evaluation of these alternatives is 
presented in the revised section 3.6.2.  As noted there, many of the 
suggested alternative sites would require extra pipeline to connect the 
compressor station to the existing mainline system, as well as additional 
looping.  The extra impacts associated with such rights-of-way, as well as 
other factors, led us to conclude that the alternate sites did not confer an 
environmental advantage or, in some cases, would result in a greater 
environmental impact compared to the proposed site.  
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CO004 – Friends of Mill Creek Greenway, Brant N. Miller  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO004-1: Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
CO004-2: See response to comment CO003-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO004-3: See response to comment CO003-2. 
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CO004 – Friends of Mill Creek Greenway, Brant N. Miller (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
CO004-4: See response to comment CO003-3. 
 
 
CO004-5: See response to comment CO003-4. 
 
 
CO004-6: See response to comment CO005-3. 
 
 
 
CO004-7: See response to comment CO003-6. 
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CO005 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy, Heather Hixson-McGovern 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO005-1:  Noise attributable to operation of the Cane Ridge Compressor 
Station is discussed in detail in section 4.11.2.3.2, including our revised 
noise analysis and recommended conditions. 
 
 
 
 
CO005-2:  See responses to comments CO003-1 and CO003-2. 
 
 
 
CO005-3:  As detailed further in section 4.9.8, construction of the Cane 
Ridge Compressor Station would result in minor beneficial socioeconomic 
impacts due to increases in construction jobs, payroll taxes, local purchases 
made by the workforce, and expenses associated with the local acquisition 
of material, goods, and equipment.  The GXP has the support of the 
Teamsters National Pipeline Labor Management Cooperation Trust, who 
would provide Teamsters members who belong to local unions to perform 
work with high wages, health insurance, and pension benefits.  Operation of 
the project would have a minor-to-moderate positive effect to the local 
government’s tax revenues due to the increase in real property taxes that 
would be collected from Columbia Gulf for the life of the project. 
 
CO005-4:  See responses to comments CO003-5 and CO003-6. 
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CO006 – Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CO006-1:  See response to comment CO002-13. 
 
CO006-2:  Cumulative impacts are addressed in section 4.13.   
 
CO006-3:  As stated in section 1.1.1, the MXP is designed to transport 
existing natural gas supplies from receipt points in West Virginia, Ohio, 
and Pennsylvania to markets on the CPG system.  The MXP is supported 
by binding Precedent Agreements with eight shippers, collectively 
representing more than 96 percent of the project’s capacity.   
 
CO006-4:  While former Chairman Bay (in reference to a study conducted 
by the Department of Energy) encouraged FERC to analyze the 
environmental effects of increased regional gas production from Marcellus 
and Utica shale formations, such a study is not required by NEPA, and is 
considered outside the scope of this EIS.  The Commission has consistently 
found that “the environmental effects from natural gas production are 
generally neither caused by a proposed pipeline (or other natural gas 
infrastructure) project nor are they reasonably foreseeable consequences of 
our approval of an infrastructure project.”  
 
CO006-5:  Impacts on water resources throughout the project areas are 
discussed in section 4.3.2.  Although the MXP is located within the Ohio 
River watershed, the pipeline corridor does not traverse the Ohio River, nor 
are any of the proposed compressor or metering facilities located on the 
Ohio River.  Based on our analysis, no long-term impacts on surface water 
quality or quantity are anticipated to result from construction of the 
proposed project.  Columbia Gas would not significantly or permanently 
affect any designated water uses; it would bury the pipeline beneath the bed 
of all waterbodies, implement erosion controls, and restore the streambanks 
and streambed contours as close as practical to pre-construction conditions. 
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CO006-6:  The EIS does not consider or reach a conclusion on whether 
there is a need for the projects.  Council on Environmental Quality 
regulations implementing NEPA (40 CFR 1502.13) requires that an EIS 
“briefly specify the underlying purpose and need to which the agency is 
responding in proposing the alternatives including the proposed action.”  In 
other words, the EIS states the purpose of and need for a proposed project in 
order to define the range of alternative actions that the agency can 
legitimately consider.  The determination of whether there is a “need” for the 
proposed facilities for the purpose of issuing an authorization under section 
7 of the Natural Gas Act will be made in the subsequent Commission Order 
granting or denying the applicants’ request for Certificate authorization and 
is based on a balancing of the benefits of the projects against any adverse 
impacts.  After the issuance of the final EIS, the Commission makes the 
determination of whether a project is in the public convenience and 
necessity.  This evaluation and subsequent decision is based on many 
factors, including the final EIS and associated recommendations, market 
analysis, ensuring just and reasonable rates, and engineering analyses.  The 
Commission considers the local, regional, and national benefits of each 
project against any adverse impacts.  This determination has not been made 
for the proposed projects at this time.  
 
CO006-7:  Alternatives are discussed in section 3.  The purpose of the 
projects is to transport natural gas in interstate commerce.  Energy 
production from renewable resources or the gains realized from increased 
energy efficiency and conservation are not transportation alternatives and are 
beyond the scope of this EIS. 
CO006-8:  Studies necessary to prepare project plans are ongoing.  The final 
EIS has been revised to include new information provided by Columbia Gas 
and/or findings from the regulatory review process.  See sections:  
• 4.1.4.4.1 - Landslides 
• 4.3.1.2.1 and 4.3.1.3.1 - Groundwater 
• 4.3.2.4.1 - Stream Crossing Restoration Plans 
• Appendix G - HDD Inadvertent Return Contingency Plan for the 

Kanawha River 
• 4.3.2.4.1, 4.7.5.1, and 4.7.10.1 - other hydrological reports and plans 
• 2.4.1.2 and 4.5.5.2 - Invasive and Noxious Weed Infestation Plan 
• 4.7.3 - Federally Listed Species  
• 4.11.2 – Noise, and Appendices N-1 and N-2 (section II.J) 
• 4.10 - Cultural Resources 
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CO006-9:  Comment noted.  Socioeconomic impacts and benefits of the MXP are 
addressed in section 4.9.  See response to comment CO005-3. 
 
CO006-10:  Pipeline reliability and safety are addressed in section 4.12.  Safety 
standards and emergency response are discussed in detail in section 4.12.1. 
 
CO006-11:  FERC is the federal agency responsible for authorizing applications 
to construct and operate interstate natural gas pipeline facilities.  As part of its 
responsibilities, FERC enforces regulatory requirements through imposition of 
civil penalties and other means. 
 
CO006-12:  See response to comment CO002-13.  Supplemental information 
filed for the project is publicly available on the FERC website (www.ferc.gov) 
using the eLibrary link.   
 
CO006-13:  See revised section 4.3.1.2.  Columbia Gas consulted with the 
WVDHHR to obtain location data for WHPAs within 3 miles of the MXP pipeline 
centerlines.  Columbia Gas would perform pre- and post-construction monitoring 
for well yield and water quality for private wells within 150 feet of construction 
workspaces.  If testing results indicate the integrity of any water supply well has 
been impacted during construction, Columbia Gas would provide a temporary 
water supply source and compensate the landowner for repairs, installation of a 
new well, or other options as agreed upon with the landowner.  As discussed in 
section 4.8.1.3, Columbia Gas would implement a landowner complaint resolution 
process to document and track landowner problems and their resolution. 
 
CO006-14:  The Kanawha River is a navigable waterway that would be crossed 
using HDD to avoid direct impacts (see sections 2.4.4.2.3 and 4.3.2.4.1).  
Columbia Gas has prepared a site-specific HDD crossing plan for the Kanawha 
River crossing.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and WVDEP 
would issue a permit for this crossing.  Details regarding HDD crossings of 
waterbodies are included in section 2.4.4.2.  Appendix G contains the Inadvertent 
Return Contingency Plan for the Kanawha River. 
 
CO006-15:  Pipeline safety is addressed in section 4.12.  The USDOT is 
mandated to provide pipeline safety under 49 U.S.C. 601.  The USDOT’s Pipeline 
and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration administers the national 
regulatory program to ensure the safe transportation of natural gas and other 
hazardous materials by pipeline.  The USDOT regulations require operators to 
develop and follow a  
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CO006 – Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

written Integrity Management Program (IMP) that contains all the elements 
described in 49 CFR 192.911 and addresses the risks on each transmission 
pipeline segment.  Specifically, the rule establishes an IMP that applies to all 
high-consequence areas. 
 
CO006-16:  The commentor’s observation on traffic in the project area is 
noted.  See response to comment CO006-10 regarding pipeline safety. 
 
CO006-17:  We have determined, as stated in section 4.11.3.1.1, “… any 
emissions resulting from operation of MXP’s compressor stations would not 
have significant impacts on local or regional air quality.”  This conclusion is 
based on factual data, industry- and permitting agency-accepted modeling, and 
federal regulations. 
 
CO006-18:  See response to comment CO006-6. The purpose and need for the 
MXP is discussed in section 1.1.1.  
 
CO006-19:  Socioeconomic impacts from the projects are addressed in section 
4.9.  We have concluded that construction of the MXP and GXP would result 
in minor beneficial socioeconomic impacts due to increases in construction 
jobs, payroll taxes, local purchases made by the workforce, and expenses 
associated with the local acquisition of material, goods, and equipment.  
Operation of the projects would have a minor-to-moderate positive effect to 
the local governments’ tax revenues due to the increase in real property taxes 
that would be collected from the Companies.  Our environmental analysis 
addresses resources affected by the projects.  Where specific resources are 
identified that may be negatively impacted by construction of the MXP, we 
provide recommendations for avoidance, restoration, or mitigation for these 
resources.  We do not find that the value of these resources can be quantified 
as proposed by the commentor within the scope of this EIS. 
 
CO006-20:  Safety data indicate that operation of the projects would represent 
only a very slight increase in risk to the general public.  Columbia Gas 
employs qualified and licensed personnel who could be immediately 
dispatched to the scene of an emergency should the need arise.  Section 4.12 
discusses the safety record of natural gas facilities in the United States, the 
project impact on public safety, and measures that the Companies would take 
to operate their facilities safely. 
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CO007-1:  See response to comment CO002-13. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO007-2:  See response to comment CO002-1. 
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CO007 – Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, Vivian Stockman (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO007-3:  See response to comment CO006-3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO007-4:  Our discussion of climate change is presented in section 4.11 
and in revised section 4.13. 
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CO008 – Friends of Mill Creek Greenway, Brant N. Miller 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO008-1:  See response to comment CO004-2. 
 
 
 
 
 
CO008-2:  See response to comment CO003-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO008-3:  See response to comment CO003-2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO008-4:  See response to comment CO003-3. 
 
 
CO008-5:  See response to comment CO003-4. 
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CO008-6:  See response to comment CO005-3. 
 
 
 
 
 
CO008-7:  See response to comment CO003-5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO008-8:  See response to comment CO003-6. 
 
 
 
 
 
CO008-9:  We have reviewed the information provided and determined 
that none of the proposed alternatives have significant environmental 
advantages to the proposed location for the Cane Ridge Compressor Station 
(see section 3.6.2).  All of the sites would require additional 
suction/discharge piping (which would necessitate additional right-of-way 
and impact a number of landowners) to interconnect with the Columbia 
Gulf system, as well as additional looping ranging from 9-17 miles on 
Columbia Gulf’s mainline system (see tables 3.6-3 and 3.6-4).  See also 
response to comments CO003-5 and CO003-6.  
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CO008 – Friends of Mill Creek Greenway, Brant N. Miller (continued) 
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CO008 – Friends of Mill Creek Greenway, Brant N. Miller (continued)  
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CO008 – Friends of Mill Creek Greenway, Brant N. Miller (continued) 
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CO009 – West Virginia Rivers Coalition 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO009-1:  The draft EIS represents a comprehensive review and environmental 
analysis of existing conditions and the potential impacts of construction and operation 
of the projects on numerous physical, cultural, and socioeconomic resources.  
Additionally, the document addresses alternatives to the two projects.  Our analysis is 
based on information provided by the applicants, field investigations, public scoping, 
literature research, contacts with or comments received from federal, state, and local 
agencies, and comments from the public.  The EPA, USACE, WVDEP, and West 
Virginia Division of Natural Resources participated as cooperating agencies in 
preparation of the draft EIS.  The draft EIS considered all direct, indirect, and 
cumulative impacts associated with the projects, consistent with NEPA, and concludes 
that although the projects would result in some adverse environmental impacts, if the 
projects are constructed and operated in accordance with applicable laws, the 
successful implementation of mitigation measures identified in the EIS, and the 
Commission’s regulations, the impacts would be reduced to acceptable levels.   
 
CO009-2:  The decision to review the two projects in a single EIS is explained in the 
Executive Summary and in section 1.0. 
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CO009-3:  See response to comments CO006-3 and CO006-3.  Purpose and need 
for the projects is discussed in section 1.1.  The use of existing pipeline capacity is 
addressed as System Alternatives in section 3.2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO009-4:  On May 16, 2017, Columbia Gas filed additional information addressing 
environmental and cultural resource impacts.  This information has been 
incorporated into the appropriate sections of the EIS (see response to comment 
CO006-8).  If the MXP is approved by the Commission, we anticipate that a number 
of minor changes would occur in response to environmental, engineering, and 
landowner considerations.  See section 2.6.3 for information on the post-approval 
variance process.  
 
 
 
 
CO009-5:  On April 21, 2017, Columbia Gas filed its Phase I Geohazard 
Assessment Report.  Based on the results of the Phase I Geohazard Assessment, 
Columbia Gas has initiated a Phase II Landslide Hazard Assessment.  See our 
recommendation in section 4.1.4.4.1.  
 
Supplemental information filed for the projects is publicly available on the FERC 
website (www.ferc.gov) using the eLibrary link. 
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CO009 – West Virginia Rivers Coalition (continued) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO009-6:  On May 16, 2017, Columbia Gas filed a revised ECS document, which 
we find to be consistent with our Plan and Procedures.  The revised ECS is 
presented in appendix D-1 of the EIS.  
 
 
 
 
 
CO009-7:  See revised section 4.3.1.3.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO009-8:  See response to comment FA002-9.  
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CO009 – West Virginia Rivers Coalition (continued) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
CO009-9:  Columbia Gas’ proposed stream crossing restoration techniques, which 
are provided in its ECS, have been reviewed and approved by the WVDEP.  
Confirmation of the WVDEP’s approval was filed on April 21, 2017. 
 
CO009-10:  Columbia Gas’ revised HDD Inadvertent Return Contingency Plan for 
the Kanawha River is provided in appendix G. 
 
 
 
 
CO009-11:  See revised section 4.3.2.4.1 for additional information on hydrostatic 
test water. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO009-12:  Section 4.13.2.1 has been revised to include HUC-12 subwatersheds 
crossed by the proposed MXP pipelines and aboveground facilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q-64



COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

 

CO009 – West Virginia Rivers Coalition (continued) 

 

CO009-13:  See response to comment CO009-9.  Columbia Gas would implement 
the measures contained in its ECS during construction to minimize instream 
impacts, including erosion controls and revegetation of disturbed areas.   
 
 
CO009-14:  See response to comment CO006-8. 
 
 
 
CO009-15:  Project wetland mitigation plans are prepared in support of permit 
applications to state and federal regulatory agencies (i.e., the USACE and WVDEP).  
Compensatory mitigation for unavoidable project impacts would be determined 
during the permit approval process.  Columbia Gas would be required to 
demonstrate that it had complied with all section 10/404/401 permit conditions as a 
pre-requisite to our issuance of a notice to proceed with construction should the 
project be approved by the Commission. 
 
Supplemental information filed for the projects is publicly available on the FERC 
website (www.ferc.gov) using the eLibrary link. 
 
CO009-16:  Section 4.4.2 discusses wetland impacts and mitigation.  Wetland 
impacts are anticipated to be minor and temporary.  There would be no net loss of 
wetlands as a result of project construction.  See table 4.4-1 for details on MXP 
construction and operation impacts on wetlands. 
 
 
 
 
CO009-17:  See responses to comments CO009-15 and CO009-16. 
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CO009 – West Virginia Rivers Coalition (continued) 

 
 

 
 
 
CO009-18:  See revised section 4.5.4.1. 
 
 
 
 
 
CO009-19:  The USFWS is working with Columbia Gas to address any species-
specific issues and develop avoidance and mitigation measures for federally 
protected species affected by the MXP.  See revisions to section 4.7 for the current 
status of surveys and consultations for federally protected species. 
 
 
 
 
CO009-20:  See revised section 4.8.2.4.1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO009-21:  Comment noted.  See response to comment CO009-3.   
The purpose and need for the projects is discussed in section 1.1.  More than 96 
percent of the new capacity created by MXP is subscribed and supported by binding, 
long-term precedent agreements with project shippers, thereby demonstrating the 
need for the project, and that “overbuilding” is not an issue.  The Commission 
considers all evidence submitted reflecting on the need for a project, including, but 
not limited to precedent agreements, demand projections, potential cost savings to 
consumers, or a comparison of projected demand with the amount of capacity 
currently serving the market.  The requested economic analysis is beyond the scope 
of this EIS. 
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CO009 – West Virginia Rivers Coalition (continued) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CO009-22:  Comment noted.  Operational GHG emission estimates for the MXP 
are presented, as CO2e, in tables 4.11-4 through 4.11-9.  A detailed discussion on 
impacts from project GHG emissions and climate change is included in section 
4.13.2.11.  See response to comment CO006-4. 
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CO010 – Mill Creek Watershed Association 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
CO010-1:  See revisions to section 3.6.2 and our response to comments 
CO003-5 and CO003-6. 
 
 
CO010-2:  The Columbia Gulf system transports natural gas; it does not 
transport oil or oil products.  The proposed compressor station would 
compress the natural gas to allow for an increase in capacity to the existing 
system.  Columbia Gulf has not requested an increase in the maximum 
allowable operating pressure (MAOP).  By law (49 CFR 192, subparts L 
and M), Columbia Gulf must maintain its pipeline and perform routine 
inspections as required by the USDOT’s Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration. 
 
 
CO010-3:  See response to comments CO010-1 and CO010-2. 
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CO011 - Allegheny Defense Project, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, and Sierra Club 

 

Note:  comments on the DEIS begin on page 4. 
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CO011 - Allegheny Defense Project, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, and Sierra Club (continued) 
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CO011 - Allegheny Defense Project, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, and Sierra Club (continued) 
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CO011-1:  Comment noted. As described in section 1.1, the applicants 
developed the projects in response to customers’ demands and then filed 
applications with the FERC for authorization to construct and operate the 
proposed facilities.  The EIS is limited to assessing the potential 
environmental impacts of the proposed projects and an appropriate range of 
alternatives.  While the EIS does consider whether alternative actions might 
meet the customers’ demands, the document does not consider or reach a 
conclusion on whether there is a “public need” (i.e., in terms of a “public 
convenience and necessity”) for the proposed projects.  Council on 
Environmental Quality regulations implementing NEPA (40 CFR 1502.13) 
require that an EIS “briefly specify the underlying purpose and need to 
which the agency is responding in proposing the alternatives including the 
proposed action.”  In other words, the EIS states the purpose of and need for 
a proposed project in order to define the range of alternative actions that the 
agency can legitimately consider.   
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The determination of whether there is a “public need” for the proposed 
facilities (for the purpose of considering an authorization under section 7 of 
the Natural Gas Act) will be made in the subsequent Commission Order 
granting or denying the applicants’ requests for Certificate authorization and 
is based on a balancing of the benefits of the projects against any adverse 
impacts.  See also response to comment CO002-10.  
 
The purpose of the proposed projects is to transport natural gas in interstate 
commerce.  The FERC is an independent regulatory agency responsible for, 
among other things, responding to applications for the interstate 
transportation of natural gas.  It has no mandate for determining overall U.S. 
energy policy or what components of a national policy should or should not 
be promoted.  Energy production from renewable resources or alternative 
energy sources, or the gains realized from increased energy efficiency and 
conservation, are not transportation alternatives and are considered beyond 
the scope of this EIS.   
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CO011-2:  Comment noted. As with any project of this magnitude, studies 
necessary to prepare project plans are ongoing and continue.  None of the 
“information gaps” noted will provide information upon which a 
determination of significant impact hinges.  
 
The final EIS has been revised to include new information provided by 
Columbia Gas and/or findings from the regulatory review process.  See 
sections:  
 

• 4.1.4.4.1 - Landslides 
• 4.3.1.2.1 and 4.3.1.3.1 - Groundwater 
• 4.3.2.4.1 - Stream Crossing Restoration Plans 
• Appendix G HDD - Inadvertent Return Contingency Plan for the 

Kanawha River 
• 4.3.2.4.1, 4.7.5.1, and 4.7.10.1 - other hydrological reports and 

plans 
• 2.4.1.2 and 4.5.5.2 - Invasive and Noxious Weed Infestation Plan 
• 4.7.3 - Federally Listed Species  

 
Supplemental information filed for the projects is publicly available on the 
FERC website (www.ferc.gov) using the eLibrary link. 
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CO011-3:  Issues associated with the Atlantic Sunrise Project (FERC 
Docket No. CO15-138-000; final EIS issues on December 30, 2016) are 
beyond the scope of this EIS.   The MXP and GXP EIS was prepared in 
accordance with NEPA, CEQ guidelines, and other applicable requirements.  
The EIS is consistent with FERC style, formatting, and policy regarding 
NEPA evaluation, “hard look,” of the different types of impacts (direct, 
indirect, and cumulative).  The EIS includes sufficient detail to enable the 
reader to understand and consider the issues raised by the proposed projects 
and addresses a reasonable range of alternatives.   
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CO011-4:  Comment noted. 
 
Beginning with our pre-filing process (initiated September 16, 2015), there 
have been a number of opportunities for public comment into our review of 
the MXP, including open houses held by Columbia Gas (October 2015), 
public scoping (November 2015), and public comment on the draft EIS. 
 
The MXP would not cross any waterbodies designated as Tier 3 by the State 
of West Virginia.  This issue does not support the necessity for issuing a 
revised or supplemental document. 
 
Our Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures 
(Procedures) provide a baseline set of practices and mitigations sufficient to 
support a determination of no significant impact on waterbodies when the 
Procedures are employed.  The potential for significant impact to occur when 
our Procedures are employed is remote, and simply doesn’t support the 
requirement to use HDD techniques for every waterbody crossing (or even 
all high quality waters [HQWs]).  See also response to comment CO002-12. 
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CO011-5:  Response begins on next page. 
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CO011-5:  The draft EIS presents our “worst-case” analysis of project-
related impact on wetlands.  See response to CO009-15. 
 
Additionally, we recognize the legitimate role and significant expertise of the 
USACE in the development of appropriate wetland compensatory mitigation.  
This is acknowledged by the USACE in consenting to be a cooperating 
agency (within the meaning of NEPA) in the preparation of this EIS. 
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CO011-6:  Comment noted.  See response to comment CO006-4.   
The commentor argues that the Commission has specific information in this 
proceeding sufficient to show a causal link between the projects and natural 
gas production.  Generally, the commentor cites statements by a trade 
association, business executives, and the Energy Information Administration 
suggesting both that insufficient transportation infrastructure can limit 
production growth and that additional transportation infrastructure spurs 
production growth. 
 
In order to identify the appropriate scope of the Commission’s 
environmental review, Commission staff sent the Notice of Intent to Prepare 
an Environmental Impact Statement for the Planned Mountaineer XPress 
Project, Request for Comments on Environmental Issues, and Notice if 
Public Scoping Meetings to more than 1,300 interest parties, including 
federal, state, and local government representatives and agencies, elected 
officials, environmental and public interest groups, Native American tribes, 
affected property owners, and other interested parties.  Additionally, 
Commission staff held four scoping meetings and an interagency meeting in 
West Virginia in December 2015. 
 
A causal relationship sufficient to warrant Commission analysis of the non-
pipeline activity as an indirect impact would only exist if a proposed pipeline 
would transport new production from a specified production area and that 
production would not occur in the absence of the proposed pipeline (i.e., 
there will be no other way to move the gas).  Though the commentor 
disagree with our position, we continue to believe that the opposite causal 
relationship is in fact more likely, i.e., once production begins in an area, 
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shippers or end users will support the development of a pipeline to move the 
produced gas. 
 
The evidence cited by the commentor does not demonstrate the requisite 
reasonably close causal relationship between the projects and the impacts of 
future natural gas production to necessitate further analysis.  The fact that 
natural gas production and transportation facilities are all components of the 
general supply chain required to bring domestic natural gas to market is not 
in dispute.  This does not mean, however, that the Commission’s approval of 
these particular projects will cause or induce the effect of additional or 
further shale gas production.  A number of factors, such as domestic natural 
gas prices and production costs, drive new drilling.  If the projects were not 
constructed, it is reasonable to assume that any new production spurred by 
such factors would reach intended markets through alternate pipelines or 
other modes of transportation.  Any such production would take place 
pursuant to the regulatory authority of state and local governments.  The 
projects are responding to the need for transportation, not creating it. 
 
The Commission has found that the potential environmental impacts 
resulting from natural gas production are generally not reasonably 
foreseeable.  Because production-related impacts are highly localized, even 
if the Commission knows the general source area of gas likely to be 
transported on a given pipeline, a meaningful analysis of production impacts 
would require more detailed information regarding the number, location, and 
timing of wells, roads, gathering lines, and other appurtenant facilities, as 
well as details about production methods, which can vary by producer and 
which depend on the applicable regulations in the various states. 
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CO011 - Allegheny Defense Project, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, and Sierra Club (continued) 
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CO011 - Allegheny Defense Project, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, and Sierra Club (continued) 
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CO011 - Allegheny Defense Project, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, and Sierra Club (continued) 
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CO011 - Allegheny Defense Project, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, and Sierra Club (continued) 
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CO011 - Allegheny Defense Project, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, and Sierra Club (continued) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO011-7:  Climate change is discussed in sections 4.11 and 4.13. We have 
updated section 4.13.2.11 to further address this comment.  
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CO011-8:  As described in a footnote in section 4.11.1.1, our use of carbon 
dioxide equivalents (CO2e) is consistent with the EPA’s methods for 
characterizing methane in greenhouse gas estimates, allowing a common 
standard for comparison across projects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q-98



COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This area left blank intentionally. 

Q-99



COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO011-9:  Continued on following page. 
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CO011 - Allegheny Defense Project, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, and Sierra Club (continued) 

 

 
 
CO011-9:  See response to comments CO006-4 and IND031-1.  Natural gas 
production, including drilling, exploring, and recovery of existing supplies, 
are not regulated by FERC and are outside the scope of this EIS. 
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CO011-10:  Comment noted. 
The EIS was prepared in accordance with NEPA, CEQ guidelines, and other 
applicable requirements.  The EIS is consistent with FERC style, formatting, 
and policy regarding NEPA evaluation of climate change and cumulative 
impacts from climate change.  However, we have updated section 4.13.2.11 
to further address this comment.   
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CO011-11:  Comment noted.   
 
See response to comment CO011-6.  There is no conflict between what 
NEPA requires for cumulative impact analysis and our approach as reflected 
in section 4.13. 
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CO011-12:  The Commission is taking appropriate steps to investigate 
issues associated with construction of the Rover Pipeline.  That investigation 
is beyond the scope of environmental review for the MXP.  
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CO011-13:  Potential cumulative impacts are addressed in section 4.13.  The 
Commission has consistently found that “the environmental effects from 
natural gas production are generally neither caused by a proposed pipeline 
(or other natural gas infrastructure) project nor are they reasonably 
foreseeable consequences of our approval of an infrastructure project.” 
 
Our discussion of potential impact on Core Forest Areas is presented in 
sections 4.5.4 and 4.6.2.  Potential cumulative impact on Core Forest Areas 
is presented in section 4.13.2.4. 
 
Supplemental information filed for the projects is publicly available on the 
FERC website (www.ferc.gov) using the eLibrary link.  The absence of the 
mitigation contained in a Migratory Bird Plan will only lessen potential 
impact.  
 
See response to comment CO011-1 (scope of analysis area). 
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CO011-14:  See General Comment FA001-1 from Department of Interior 
and response to comment FA002-4.   
 
Table 4.1-2 in the Geology section (section 4.1.2.1) identifies 1,650 oil and 
gas wells within 0.25 mile of the MXP that were considered in our 
cumulative impacts analysis.  Additionally, revised section 4.13.1 includes a 
discussion of gas production facilities in the vicinity of the MXP.  Table 
4.13-2 has been revised to include natural gas wells in the MXP area. 
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CO011-15:  Comment noted. 
See revisions to section 4.13.1, including a discussion of gas production 
facilities in the vicinity of the MXP.  
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CO011-16:  See response to comment CO009-21. 
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CO011-17:  Comment noted.  The EIS discusses the No-Action Alternative 
in section 3.1. 
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Note to reader:  This comment letter included a GoogleEarth map and two 
publications, which were cited within the letter: 
 
Brittingham, Margaret C., et al.  2014.  Ecological Risks of Shale Oil and 
Gas Development to Wildlife, Aquatic Resources and their Habitats.  
Environmental Science & Technology.  September 4, 2014.  48, 11034 – 
11047. 
 
and 
 
Souther, Sara, et al.  2014.  Biotic impacts of energy development from shale: 
research priorities and knowledge gaps.  Frontiers in Ecology and the 
Environment.  12(6): 330-338. 
 
To view the full comment letter, including the map and the two attached 
publications, please go to the website: http;//www.ferc.gov.  Using the 
“eLibrary” link, select “Advanced Search” from the eLibrary menu 
and enter 20170424-5602 in the “Numbers:  Accession Number” 
field. 
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CO011 - Allegheny Defense Project, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, and Sierra Club (continued) 
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO012-1:  We note that these comments pertain specifically to the proposed GXP 
Cane Ridge Compressor Station.   
See response to comments CO009-1 and CO009-3 regarding the adequacy of our 
NEPA analysis. 
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO012-2:  Comment noted.  
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  

 

 
CO012-3:  This comment letter, along with all the other comments received on 
the draft EIS, were filed to the project docket numbers and are part of the 
official record. 
 
 
 
 
CO012-4:  Demographic information provided by the commentor is noted.  
Environmental justice considerations associated with the GXP are discussed in 
section 4.9.9.2. 
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO012-5:  Comment noted.  See response to comment CO006-6, CO009-3, and 
CO011-1. 
 
After the issuance of the final EIS, the Commission will make the determination 
of whether the projects are in the public convenience and necessity.  This 
evaluation and subsequent decision is based on many factors, including the final 
EIS and associated recommendations, market analysis, ensuring just and 
reasonable rates, and engineering analyses.  The Commission considers the 
local, regional, and national benefits of each project against any adverse 
impacts.  This determination has not been made for the proposed projects at this 
time. 
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO012-6:  See response to comment CO012-5. 
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO012-7:  The Council on Environmental Quality’s NEPA regulations require 
the Commission to “briefly specify the underlying purpose and need to which 
the agency is responding in proposing the alternatives including the proposed 
action.” (40 CFR 1502.13).  The draft EIS includes an appropriate purpose and 
need statement in section 1.1.2 in compliance with NEPA.  The Commission’s 
decision on whether to authorize the GXP will be based on an evaluation under 
the Certificate Policy Statement of whether there is a need for the project and if 
it will serve the public interest.  In balancing the public benefits against the 
potential adverse consequences, this evaluation considers many factors, 
including but not limited to impacts to landowners and communities affected by 
the construction. 
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO012-8:  If the area around the proposed Cane Ridge Compressor Station 
were out of attainment, we would evaluate all non-permitted emissions under 
General Conformity.  In this case, that would principally be limited to 
construction and fugitive emissions.  See section 4.11.1.1.1 for further 
discussion of General Conformity. 
 
The Metropolitan Government of Nashville & Davidson County has a federally 
delegated responsibility under the Clean Air Act to permit air emissions in its 
jurisdiction and attain regional air quality compliance to the air quality 
standards set for each region by the EPA and/or state administrators under the 
Clean Air Act. 
 
During our environmental review, we present models of operational emissions 
of criteria air pollutants to disclose local air quality impacts and assure that 
proposed interstate natural gas facilities authorized by the Commission meet the 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) at their fencelines.  
Modeling results demonstrate that the GXP compressor stations would not 
exceed the NAAQS and the area air quality would continue to remain protective 
of human health and public welfare for all listed pollutants.   
 
See section 4.11.1.2 for further information on ambient air quality, regulatory 
standards, construction and operation air impacts, modeling studies, mitigation, 
and permitting requirements for the GXP.  See section 4.13.2.9.2 for a 
discussion of air quality cumulative impacts with GXP including the Broad Run 
Expansion Project. 
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This area left blank intentionally. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q-140



COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

 

CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO012-9:  See response to comment CO012-5. 
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO012-10:  Comment noted.  See response to comment CO009-1. 
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO012-11:  It is not unprecedented for metropolitan areas to incorporate 
natural gas infrastructure as part of their energy supply plans.  See revised 
section 3.6.2 for additional information on hydraulic studies and alternative 
sites evaluated for the Cane Ridge Compressor Station.  See also response to 
comments CO003-5 and IND055-1. 
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO012-12:  Section 3.6.2 has been revised to include a detailed analysis of 
additional sites identified by Friends of Mill Creek Greenway and FERC staff. 
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  

 

 
 
CO012-13:  Discussion of operational air emission impacts and mitigation can 
be found in section 4.11.1.3.4.  The Cane Ridge Compressor Station is currently 
in the Clean Air Act permitting process with the Metropolitan Government of 
Nashville & Davidson County, which has jurisdiction to identify and enforce 
the appropriate emissions control technology for the station.  
 
Section 3.6 has been updated to include further discussion on electric 
alternatives and the relative emissions.  We do not believe electric driven 
motors present a significant environmental advantage to the proposed gas-fired 
turbines for the Cane Ridge station. 
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO012-14:  The Commission is not required to consider alternatives that are 
not consistent with the purpose and need of the proposed project.  The draft EIS 
evaluated the proposed site and two reasonable alternatives, and reached the 
conclusion that the alternatives offered no significant advantage over the 
proposed site based on environmental review, a detailed hydraulics analysis, 
system flow diagrams and data, and information submitted by Columbia Gulf.  
See table 3.6-2 for a comparison of these sites.  We also reviewed 12 sites that 
were identified by commenters (see response to comment CO008-9), identified 
an additional site in the I-24 corridor, and requested that Columbia Gulf prepare 
a detailed evaluation on five sites that we determined could potentially meet the 
project objectives.  See revised section 3.6.2. 
 
See also response to comment LA001-4. 
 

Q-152



COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

 

CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO012-15:  Section 4.9.9.2 identified the community in the vicinity of the Cane 
Ridge Compressor Station as a “minority majority” (61.4 percent) community.  
However, project construction and operation would not cause impacts that are 
expected to adversely affect the health or welfare of the population living in the 
project area, nor would it generate air emissions at levels constituting either 
nuisance or human health hazards offsite.  The draft EIS reasonably concludes 
that the project is not anticipated to cause adverse environmental or 
socioeconomic effects to any community at all, and certainly not 
disproportionally high to minority or low-income populations. 
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CO012-16:  Identifying national origin of minorities that may be affected by a 
federal action is not a requirement of Executive Order 12898 (EO).  The EO 
only requires federal agencies to identify and address, as appropriate, 
“disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects of 
its programs, policies, and activities on minority populations of low-income 
populations.”  Regardless of the requirement, the incorporation of such 
information would not have changed our conclusion that impacts from the Cane 
Ridge Compressor Station would not cause disproportionately “high and 
adverse human health or environmental effects” to the surrounding population.  
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
CO012-17:  See response to comment CO003-3. 
 
 
 
CO012-18:  The EPA sets the NAAQS to be protective of public health, 
including sensitive subpopulations.  Conservative (or “worst case”) modeling of 
each of the proposed GXP compressor stations showed predicted air quality 
concentrations below the NAAQS, as described in section 4.11.1.3.4.  See 
section 4.11.1.3.5 for further discussion in response to comments about health 
impacts near the GXP. 
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CO012-19:  We disagree.  See responses to comments CO012-15 through 
CO012-18. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO012-20:  Air quality standards are discussed in section 4.11.1.  Air quality 
regulations for the Cane Ridge area are discussed in section 4.11.1.3.2, 
operational air emission impacts and mitigation are discussed in section 
4.11.1.3.4, and responses to comments regarding air quality and health are 
provided in section 4.11.1.3.5. 
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CO012-21:  See response to comment CO012-8.   
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CO012-22:  See response to comments CO012-20 and CO012-8.  
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CO012-23:  See section 4.11.1.3.4 for a discussion of emissions of NOx, CO, 
and VOC from operation of the combustion turbines, and proposed mitigation. 
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CO012-24:  See response to comment CO012-23. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO012-25:  See response to comment CO012-23. 
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
CO012-26:  See table 4.11-19.  Modeling results demonstrate that the Cane 
Ridge Compressor Station would not exceed the NAAQS for particulate matter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO012-27: The Cane Ridge Compressor Station would not exceed the 
NAAQS, which are set by EPA to protect the health of the general population, 
including sensitive subgroups. 

Q-169



COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

 

CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  

 

 
CO012-28:  See response to comment CO012-27. 
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CO012-29:  See response to comment CO012-27. 
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
CO012-30:  See response to comment CO003-2. 
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CO012 – Keep Southeast Nashville Healthy (continued)  

 

 
 
CO012-31:  Noise levels attributable to operation of the Cane Ridge 
Compressor Station at the closest NSA would be below our noise criterion and 
the Metropolitan Government of Nashville & Davidson County daytime and 
nighttime limits.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO012-32:  See response to comment SA001-3.  See also section 4.3.1.6.2 for 
anticipated groundwater impacts from construction and operation of the GXP. 
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CO012-33:  The USFWS has concurred that the GXP would not affect 
federally listed bat species.  As stated in section 4.7.11.2, we have determined 
that the GXP would have either no effect or would not likely to adversely affect 
any of the federally listed species that could occur in the project vicinity.  
Consultation with the USFWS under section 7 of the Endangered Species Act is 
complete for these species.  See response to comment FA001-2. 
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CO012-34:  Section 4.3.1 discusses potential groundwater impacts related to 
the proposed projects.  As stated in section 4.3.1.6.2, we do not anticipate any 
significant or long-term impact on aquifers or groundwater supplies from 
construction and operation of the GXP. 
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CO012-35:  See response to comments CO003-3 and CO006-20. 
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CO012-36:  Section 157.14(a)(9)(vi) of the Commission’s regulations require 
that an applicant certify that it would design, install, inspect, test, construct, 
operate, replace, and maintain the facility for which a Certificate is requested in 
accordance with federal safety standards and plans for maintenance and 
inspection, or certify that it has been granted a waiver of the requirements of the 
safety standards by the USDOT in accordance with section 3(e) of the Natural 
Gas Pipeline Safety Act.  The Commission accepts this certification and does 
not impose additional safety standards other than USDOT standards. 
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CO012-37:  See response to comment CO006-4. 
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CO012-38:  The draft EIS discusses direct, indirect, and cumulative GHG 
emissions of the project and performs the required level of analysis, including 
an attempt to quantify the GHG emissions associated with the end use of the 
natural gas transported on the project.  In addition, we present the downstream 
GHG emissions associated with the natural gas volumes proposed by the project 
in section 4.13.2.11. 
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CO012-39:  See response to comment CO012-38. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO012-40:  The draft EIS considered all direct, indirect, and cumulative 
impacts associated with the projects, consistent with NEPA, and concludes that 
although the projects would result in some adverse environmental impacts, if 
the projects are constructed and operated in accordance with applicable laws, 
the successful implementation of mitigation measures identified in the EIS, and 
the Commission’s regulations, the impacts would be reduced to acceptable 
levels.  See section 4.13.2.9.2.   
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CO012-41:  Attachments noted.  We will not be commenting on the 
attachments. 
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CO013-1:  Comment noted. 
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CO013-2:  Comment noted. 
 
 
CO013-3:  Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
CO013-4:  Comment noted. 
 
 
CO013-5:  Comment noted. 
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CO013 – American Petroleum Institute (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO013-6:  Comment noted. 
 
 
 
CO013-7:  Comment noted. 
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CO014 – Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, William Hughes 

 
 

CO014-1:  See response to comment CO009-1.  FERC, not the applicant, is the 
lead federal agency for the preparation of this EIS in compliance with the 
requirements of NEPA.  See section 1.2 for additional information on the NEPA 
process. 
 
CO014-2:  The purpose in identifying environmental justice communities is to 
address the potential for the projects to disproportionally affect low-income or 
minority populations (see section 4.9.9).  We have determined that construction 
and operation of MXP facilities would not cause disproportionately high and 
adverse environmental or socioeconomic effects to any minority or low-income 
populations.  
 
CO014-3:  Visual screening of project compressor stations is intended to address 
aesthetic issues.  The Mount Olive Compressor Station site is large enough that 
the proposed 9.2-acre station could be constructed with sufficient forested 
buffers between the proposed facility and nearby residences. 
 
The statement in section 4.11.1, “models of air quality impacts indicate potential 
air emissions would be below applicable thresholds and would not have 
significant impacts on local or regional air quality” is based on EPA standards 
and emissions modeling based on vendor data.    
 
CO014-4:  Potential emissions were estimated from each combustion turbine 
accounting for normal operation for 8,760 hours per year (i.e., continuous 
operation) plus additional emissions to account for non-SoLoNOX operation 
during planned startups and shutdowns.  The Mount Olive Compressor Station 
would be a “minor source” with respect to New Source Review and would not be 
subject to Prevention of Significant Deterioration permitting.  It would require a 
Title V air permit, issued by the West Virginia Department of Environmental 
Protection, for operations.  See section 4.11.1.2.4 for more information on 
operational air emissions. 
 
CO014-5:  Noise studies conducted at the Mount Olive Compressor Station site 
estimate that noise from construction of the Mount Olive Compressor Station 
would peak at 50 dBA at the nearest NSA, the equivalent of the noise in a private 
office (table 4.11-26).  Noise from operation of the compressor station also is 
estimated at 50 dBA at the nearest NSA (table 4.11-27).  These levels are below 
our criterion of 55 dBA at the nearest NSA. 
 
CO014-6: Our review identified no significant issues resulting from construction 
and operation of the proposed Mount Olive Compressor Station site, and we did 
not receive comments requesting that we evaluate any alternative sites.   

Q-206



COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

 

 CO014 – Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, William Hughes (continued)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CO014-7:  See responses to comments CO014-2 through CO014-5.  Air and 
noise impacts from construction and operation of the White Oak Compressor 
Station would be within acceptable limits.  The White Oak Compressor Station 
would be constructed on about 17 acres within a larger 84-acre parcel that 
includes both forest and open land.  No prime farmland or sensitive 
environmental features were identified on the property, and the site would 
require minimal clearing and grading for construction.  Additionally, the MXP-
100 corridor traverses this parcel, and it is available for purchase.   
 
CO014-8:  MXP compressor station parcels would be purchased in-fee by 
Columbia Gas.  Eminent domain would not be used to acquire any of the 
properties.  See also the response to comment CO003-5.  
 
CO014-9:  Access road identification and information is provided by milepost in 
appendix F. 
 
CO014-10:  The USDOT is mandated to provide pipeline safety under 49 U.S.C. 
601.  All MXP facilities would be constructed in compliance with USDOT 
regulations at 49 CFR 192.  See section 4.12.1 for a discussion of pipeline safety.   
 
Columbia Gas has developed site-specific construction plans for residences 
within 50 feet of the new pipeline and associated workspace areas for the MXP.  
Appendix B-1 includes site-specific construction plans for residences within 25 
feet or less of MXP workspaces.  These plans identify the mitigation measures to 
be implemented by Columbia Gas to further reduce impacts on residents during 
the construction period.   
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IND001-1:  Columbia Gas resolved Mr. Goddard’s concern after this 
letter was filed with the Commission and is no longer proposing a 
contractor yard/staging area on his property.  The referenced map in the 
EIS has been revised. 
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IND002 - Larry B. Dadisman 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND002-1:  The purpose and need for the projects is discussed in 
section 1.1.  Alternatives to construction of the proposed projects are 
discussed in section 3.0.  Natural gas production wells, including 
“drilling, exploring, and recovery of existing supplies” are not regulated 
by FERC and are outside the scope of this EIS. 
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IND003 - Mary Wildfire 
 IND003-1:  See response to comment CO009-2. 

 
IND003-2:  Climate change has been added to table 1.3-1 and is 
discussed in sections 4.11 and 4.13. 
 
IND003-3:  Section 5.2 presents our recommended mitigation measures 
for the MXP and GXP.  Condition 1 would make construction measures 
and mitigations proposed by the project proponents part of any 
Commission authorizations issued.  In other words, deviation from the 
proposed measures (BMPs, the ECS, etc.) without specific subsequent 
authorization would be a violation of the respective Certificate.  FERC 
staff and others would inspect construction and restoration activities to 
ensure that all proposed measures and other Certificate requirements are 
implemented. 
 
IND003-4:  Our discussion of the No-Action Alternative is presented 
for the Commission’s consideration in section 3.1.  In deciding how to 
process an application, the Commission has only three courses of action.  
It may (1) deny the proposal, (2) postpone action pending further study, 
or (3) authorize the proposal, either with or without conditions.  The 
Commission has no authority to deny a proposal in favor of “building 
renewable energy.”  The Commission responds to proposals for 
construction of interstate natural gas transportation facilities; it has no 
authority to design energy projects (renewable or otherwise) and impose 
them on the industry.   
 
As described in section 1.1, the applicants developed the projects in 
response to customers’ demands and then filed applications with the 
FERC for authorization to construct and operate the proposed facilities.  
The EIS is limited to assessing the potential environmental impacts of 
the proposed projects and an appropriate range of alternatives.  While 
the EIS does acknowledge that alternative actions (e.g., a future natural 
gas pipeline project or an alternate form of energy) may be able to meet 
the customers’ demands at some point, such factors are speculative.  As 
such the EIS focuses on alternatives that could meet the projects’ 
specific objectives.  Further, the EIS does not consider or reach a 
conclusion on whether there is a need for the proposed projects.  
Council on Environmental Quality regulations implementing the 
National Environmental Policy Act (40 CFR 1502.13) require that an 
EIS “briefly specify the underlying purpose and need to which the 
agency is responding in proposing the alternatives including the  
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IND003 - Mary Wildfire (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

proposed action.”  In other words, the EIS states the purpose of and need 
for a proposed project in order to define the range of alternative actions 
that the agency can legitimately consider.  The determination of whether 
there is a “need” for the proposed facilities for the purpose of issuing an 
authorization under section 7 of the Natural Gas Act will be made in the 
subsequent Commission Order granting or denying the applicants’ 
requests for Certificate authorization and is based on a balancing of the 
benefits of the projects against any adverse impacts.  See also response to 
comment CO002-10.  
  
The purpose of the proposed projects is to transport natural gas in 
interstate commerce.  Energy production from renewable resources or 
the gains realized from increased energy efficiency and conservation are 
not transportation alternatives and are considered beyond the scope of 
this EIS. 
 
IND003-5 
In the draft EIS, we quantified the anticipated direct GHG emissions 
from the MXP in section 4.11.1.2.4 and the anticipated downstream 
GHG emissions from use of the transported gas in section 4.13.2.11. 
Section 4.13.2.11 has been revised with further discussion on the 
methodology for determining a “significant impact” with regard to 
climate change.   
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IND004 - Marianne Hughes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND004-1:  The FERC regulates the transmission of natural gas in interstate 
commerce.  Distribution at the local level is regulated by individual states.  As 
such, the issue of local distribution is outside the scope of this EIS. 
 
Land Values and Farmland - The effects of natural gas pipelines on property 
values are discussed in section 4.9.7.  Several studies conducted to assess the 
potential effects on property values when encumbered by natural gas pipelines 
have determined that there was no significant impact on property values from the 
presence of natural gas pipelines on residential properties.  Most agricultural 
activities can resume on the rights-of-way following pipeline construction. 
 
Air and Water Quality – See sections 4.3 and 4.11.  Our analysis concludes that 
construction and operation of the proposed projects would not significantly impact 
air and water quality in the project areas. 
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IND004 - Marianne Hughes (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IND004-2:  As stated in section 4.11.3.1.1, we have concluded that 
neither the project’s construction-related impacts nor the operational 
impacts from the proposed compressor stations would result in a 
significant impact on local or regional air quality.  These conclusions 
are based on a comparison of quantifiable emissions with theNAAQS.  
Construction and operation of the MXP and GXP would not cause 
impacts that are expected to adversely affect the health or welfare of the 
population living in the project area, or significantly degrade land or 
water quality. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND004-3:  As stated in section 4.5.6.1, we have determined that MXP 
impacts on forested lands would be significant, and have recommended 
that Columbia Gas work with the WVDNR to identify specific 
construction, restoration, and/or operational mitigation measures that 
would be implemented to promote compatibility with the restoration 
and management of upland forest areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND004-4:  A “worst-case” assessment of MXP construction air 
emission impacts is addressed in section 4.11.1.2.3.  These emissions 
are expected to be temporary and localized.  Transportation and traffic 
impacts are discussed in section 4.9.5.1.  Before construction begins, 
Columbia Gas would work with local transportation officials to limit the 
effect of the project’s construction to local roadways. 
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IND004 - Marianne Hughes (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IND004-5:  As stated in section 4.11.1.2.3, no open burning is currently planned 
for the project.  As noted in section 4.1.4.4.1, on April 21, 2017, Columbia Gas 
filed with the Secretary its Phase I Geohazard Assessment Report, which was 
prepared using publicly available information.  The report preliminarily 
determined that about 68 percent of the proposed MXP pipeline route has a 
“moderate to high” or “high” landslide hazard index rating.  Based on the results 
of the Phase I Geohazard Assessment, Columbia Gas has initiated a Phase II 
Landslide Hazard Assessment.  Part of the Phase II assessment includes field 
verification of the areas of interest that were identified in the Phase I assessment.  
Section 4.1.4.4.1 contains our recommendation that prior to construction, 
Columbia Gas should file with the Secretary for review and approval from the 
Director of OEP, the results of its Phase II Landslide Hazard Assessment.  Both 
the Phase II Landslide Hazard Assessment and the Landslide Mitigation Plan 
would be developed in consultation with the WVDEP and WVDNR.  
 
IND004-6:  See response to CO002-1 for further discussion of cumulative 
impacts.  See response to comment CO002-7 for a discussion of current air quality 
and air dispersion modeling impacts.  Potential environmental impacts associated 
with drilling, exploration, and recovery of natural gas is regulated at the state level 
and is not part of the proposed project. 
 
 
IND004-7:  As stated in section 1.1.1, the Commission’s role in reviewing the 
details of any project is to make a determination of public convenience and 
necessity.  If such a determination is made in the affirmative, then “need” for the 
project is affirmed.  Energy production from renewable resources or the gains 
realized from increased energy efficiency and conservation are not transportation 
alternatives and are considered beyond the scope of this EIS.  See also response to 
comment IND003-4. 
 
 
IND004-8:  See response to comments CO003-3 and CO006-20.Both Columbia 
Gas and Columbia Gulf employ qualified and licensed personnel who could be 
immediately dispatched to the scene of an emergency should the need arise.   
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IND004-9:  Comment noted. 
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IND005 - Alex Cole 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND005-1:  Potential impacts on cultural resources are discussed in 
section 4.10.  Columbia Gas has completed cultural resources surveys 
for all accessible project areas and would avoid all identified sites that 
are eligible or recommended as potentially eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places.  Once cultural resources surveys and 
evaluations are complete, a treatment plan would be prepared if any 
historic properties would be adversely affected by the MXP.  Columbia 
Gas also has an Unanticipated Discovery Plan for the MXP that it would 
implement if additional resources are discovered during construction. 
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IND005-2:  Comment noted. 
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IND006 - Barbara Jividen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND006-1:  Comment noted. 
 
IND006-2:  See response to comment IND004-1, Land Values and 
Farmland.  
 
IND006-3:  As stated in section 2.4.1, the MXP pipelines and MXP and 
GXP aboveground facilities would be designed, constructed, operated, 
and maintained to meet the USDOT’s Minimum Federal Safety 
Standards in 49 CFR 192 and other applicable federal and state 
regulations.  These regulations are intended to ensure adequate 
protection for the public and to prevent natural gas facility accidents and 
failures.  They include specifications for material selection and 
qualification; minimum design requirements; and protection from 
internal, external, and atmospheric corrosion.  Pipeline safety and 
reliability is discussed in detail in section 4.12. 
 
IND006-4:  Emergency response procedures are discussed in section 
4.12. 
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IND006 - Barbara Jividen (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IND006-5:  Noise impacts are discussed in section 4.11.2.  NSAs near 
MXP construction areas may experience an increase in perceptible 
noise, but the effect would be temporary and local.  Noise mitigation 
measures that would be employed during construction include the use of 
sound-muffling devices on engines and the installation of barriers 
between construction activity and NSAs.  Generally, nighttime noise 
would not increase during construction (except for HDD/Direct Pipe 
activity on the MXP).  Proposed mitigation would reduce noise levels 
from this activity to below 55 dBA Ldn.  Based on modeled noise levels, 
our recommendation (for Columbia Gas to develop a noise mitigation 
plan for the HDD/Direct Pipe construction), and the temporary nature of 
construction, we conclude that neither the MXP nor the GXP would 
result in significant noise impacts on residents or the surrounding 
communities during construction. 
 
IND006-6:  Water supply wells are addressed in section 4.3.1.3.1.  
Columbia Gas would offer to perform pre- and post-construction 
monitoring for well yield and water quality for private wells within 150 
feet of construction workspaces.  If testing results indicate the integrity 
of any water supply well has been impacted during construction, 
Columbia Gas would provide a temporary water supply source and 
compensate the landowner for repairs, installation of a new well, or 
other options as agreed upon with the landowner. 
 
IND006-7:  The pipeline route was selected based on desktop analyses, 
field surveys, and landowner/land managing agency requests, and 
involved an assessment and comparison of a number of factors, 
including ability to meet the purpose and need of the project, technical 
and economic feasibility, constructability, and potential environmental 
impacts.  Borings conducted as part of the HDD geotechnical evaluation 
at the Kanawha River found conditions highly favorable for a successful 
HDD. 
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IND007 - Caroline Copenhaver 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND007-1a:  See response to comment IND003-4.   
 
 
 
 
 
IND007-1b:  Public outreach efforts for the MXP are discussed in 
section 1.3.1. 
 
 
IND007-2 
MXP wetland mitigation is discussed in section 4.4.3.1. 
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IND007-3:  See response to comment IND004-5.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND007-4:  Impacts on land use are discussed in section 4.8, wildlife 
and fisheries in section 4.6, and employment in section 4.9.   
 
Most farming activities on the rights-of-way would continue following 
pipeline construction.   
 
Natural gas drilling, exploration, and production activities are regulated 
by West Virginia and therefore beyond the scope of this EIS.  See 
response to comments IND002-1 and IND004-6. 
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IND008 - Tamatha Cheke 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND008-1a:  The effects of natural gas pipelines on property values are 
discussed in section 4.9.7.  See response to comment IND004-1, Land 
Values and Farmland.    
 
IND008-1b:  The potential for spills is discussed in section 4.6.1.1.5.  
Based on implementation of Columbia Gas’ Environmental Construction 
Standards and its Spill Prevention Control Plan, we have concluded the 
risk of spills would be low. 
 
IND0008-2:  Comment noted. 
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IND009 - Chris Tuley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
IND009-1:  Columbia Gulf would be required to conduct noise analyses at 
the start of operations to demonstrate that full-load noise levels do not exceed 
an Ldn of 55 dBA at the nearest noise receptor to the facility.  (See our 
recommendation in section 4.11.2.3.2.)  Ambient (background) noise levels at 
the proposed compressor station sites are presented in table 4.11-28. 
 
IND009-2:  Air quality is monitored by the EPA and other local and state 
agencies.  Criteria pollutants and other pollutants of concern are monitored.  
Monitored air quality data can be accessed at https://www.epa.gov/outdoor-
air-quality-data.  The Metropolitan Government of Nashville & Davidson 
County has a federally delegated responsibility under the Clean Air Act to 
permit air emissions in its jurisdiction and attain regional air quality 
compliance to the air quality standards set for each region by the EPA and/or 
state administrators under the Clean Air Act.  For more details on predicted 
air impacts from the Cane Ridge Compressor Station, see section 4.11.1.3.4.   
 
IND009-3:  As noted in section 4.3.2, Columbia Gulf would neither cross nor 
otherwise impact surface waters during construction and operation of the 
Cane Ridge Compressor Station, nor would it withdraw from or discharge to 
surface waterbodies.   
 
Columbia Gulf would offer to test drinking water supply wells that are within 
150 feet of construction areas pre- and post-construction. 
 
Columbia Gulf would provide details of its erosion and sedimentation control 
plan to TDEC for review and approval prior to construction of the Cane 
Ridge facility.  During construction, Environmental Inspectors (EI) and 
FERC onsite monitors would ensure that all erosion controls are properly 
placed and functioning according to the approved plans.  EIs would have 
stop-work authority if environmental conditions of regulatory 
permits/approvals are violated.  Additional details can be found in Columbia 
Gulf’s Environmental Construction Standards, located in appendix D-2 of the 
EIS. 
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INDIVIDUALS 

 

IND009 - Chris Tuley (continued) 

 

Columbia Gulf commissioned a geotechnical investigation of the Cane 
Ridge site by an independent contractor and provided the study results in 
its application.  Based on the results of the fieldwork, laboratory 
evaluation, and engineering analyses, we have concluded that the site 
appears suitable for the proposed construction from a geotechnical 
perspective.  Columbia Gulf has procedures in place to be followed in the 
event of discovery of previously undocumented karst features. 
 

IND009-4:  Comment noted.  The Commission encourages project 
proponents to comply with state and local land use planning and zoning 
regulations in the design and siting of natural gas facilities. 
 
Columbia Gulf reviewed alternative sites during its siting process, prior to 
the selection of the Cane Ridge site, as discussed in section 3.6.2.  Since 
the draft EIS was issued, we have reviewed additional alternative sites for 
this facility.  See the new material presented in section 3.6.2. 
 
See response to comments LA001-4 CO003-5. 
 
IND009-5:  Safety data for natural gas facilities indicate that operation of 
the GXP would represent only a very slight increase in risk to the general 
public.  Columbia Gulf’s system would be equipped with an Emergency 
Shutdown System that would be activated in the event of a malfunction or 
emergency.  In addition to manual shutdown points, the compressor station 
would be equipped with a full range of automatic emergency detection and 
shutdown systems, including hazardous gas and fire detection alarm 
systems.  As described more fully in section 4.12.1, Columbia Gulf would 
follow procedures described in its Emergency Response Plan to minimize 
hazards in the event of an emergency.   
 
The impact of natural gas facilities on public safety is discussed in section 
4.12.3.  The GXP facilities would be designed, constructed, operated, and 
maintained to meet USDOT Minimum Federal Safety Standards in title 49 
of the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 192 (49 CFR 192) and other 
applicable federal and state regulations.  Columbia Gulf is responsible for 
establishing and maintaining communications with local fire, law 
enforcement, and public officials, and coordinating emergency responses, 
and has facility construction crews available to respond in the event of an 
emergency.  Columbia Gulf employs qualified and licensed personnel who 
could be immediately dispatched to the scene of an emergency should the 
need arise. 
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IND009-6:  FERC is the federal agency responsible for authorizing 
proposals to construct and operate interstate natural gas pipeline facilities.  
As part of its responsibilities, FERC enforces regulatory requirements 
through the imposition of civil penalties and other means.  See also 
response to comment IND006-3. 
 
IND009-7:  See response to comment CO012-13 and section 3.6 for a 
discussion on the use of electric-driven compressors for the GXP.   
 
IND009-8:  We reviewed Columbia Gulf’s proposal for potential 
environmental impacts and, as necessary, considered reasonable and 
appropriate alternatives.  As part of the public participation process 
outlined in the National Environmental Policy Act, we also consider 
alternatives when such are identified by the public.  See section 3.6.2 for 
information on the alternatives review process for the Cane Ridge 
compressor site. 
 
IND009-9:  It is not unprecedented for metropolitan areas to incorporate 
natural gas infrastructure as part of their energy supply plans.  All interstate 
natural gas facilities authorized by the Commission must meet air quality 
standards set by the Clean Air Act.  These standards are set for each region 
by the EPA and/or state administrators. 
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IND010 - Kristen McCormack 

 
 

 
 
 
 
IND010-1:  See response to comment CO003-6. 
 
IND010-2:  See response to comment CO003-3. 
 
IND010-3:  See response to comments CO003-1 and CO003-2. 
 
IND010-4:  As stated in section 4.11.3.1.2, our analysis supports the 
conclusion that construction and operation of the GXP’s compressor 
stations would not have significant impacts on local or regional air 
quality, nor are they expected to cause impacts that would adversely 
affect the health or welfare of the population living in the project areas. 
 
IND010-5:  See response to comment IND009-8. 
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IND011 - Suzanne D. Goodman 

 

 
 
 
 
IND011-1:  See section 3.6.2 for analysis of additional sites proposed by 
commenters for relocation of the Cane Ridge Compressor Station.  
 
IND011-2:  See response to comment IND009-1.  
 
 
IND011-3:  See response to comment IND009-2. 
 
 
 
 
IND011-4:  See response to comment IND009-3. 
 
 
 
 
 
IND011-5:  See response to comments IND009-4 and IND009-5. 
 
 
 
 
 
IND011-6:  See response to comment IND009-6. 
 
IND011-7:  See response to comment IND009-8. 
 
IND011-8:  See response to comment IND009-9. 
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IND012 - Kurt Lydic 

 

 
 
 
 
IND012-1:  See response to comments CO003-6, CO003-4, IND010-4, 
and CO003-2.  All metropolitan communities in the United States are 
serviced by a network of natural gas, petroleum, rail, road, and electrical 
infrastructure, and all benefit from the national system, even though there 
may be negative local aspects associated with any part of the system. 
 
IND012-2:  See response to comments CO005-3 (economic benefit), 
IND004-1, Air and Water Quality, and CO005-1 (noise). 
 
IND012-3:  Columbia Gulf provided us with hydraulic details 
demonstrating the necessity of siting the compressor station within a 1-
mile radius (upstream and downstream on the pipeline system) of the 
proposed location.  Alternative sites were reviewed during the siting 
process, prior to the selection of the Cane Ridge site, as discussed in 
section 3.6.2.  During the draft EIS comment period, additional sites 
were submitted for our review by commentors.  Our evaluation of these 
sites is included in section 3.6.2.  See also response to comment CO003-
5. 
 
IND012-4:  Comment noted.  Columbia Gas’ system was first 
constructed through the Cane Ridge area in 1952, with the third of the 
three parallel pipelines installed in 1968.  Abandoning these operating 
pipelines in order to construct a re-routed pipeline system is well beyond 
the scope of this EIS. 

  

Q-229



INDIVIDUALS 

 

IND013 - Anna Ortiz 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND013-1:  As discussed in section 4.11.1, models of air quality 
impacts indicate potential air emissions would be below applicable 
standards and would not have significant impacts on local or regional 
air quality.  For a station that is compressing processed, transmission-
quality natural gas using gas-fired turbines, the principal emissions of 
concern to public health are nitrous oxides (NOx).  Potential exposures 
to NOx and all other criteria air pollutants were evaluated by modeling 
the proposed station’s potential-to-emit and comparing the modeled 
concentrations to the NAAQS primary standards, which are set by the 
EPA to protect the health of the general population, including sensitive 
subgroups.  All compressor stations associated with the GXP would 
require Title V permits for operation.  All compressor stations 
associated with the GXP would be minor sources with respect to New 
Source Review permitting and would not be subject to Prevention of 
Significant Deterioration permitting.  All combustion turbines would 
use SoLoNOx technology to reduce NOx emissions.   
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IND014 - Betty Guffey 

 

IND014-1:  Notifications were sent to all affected landowners; towns 
and communities; and local, state, and federal governments affected by 
the project, as well as applicable agencies.  Notifications were also sent 
to local libraries and newspapers.  All affected landowners (as defined 
in section 157.6(d)(2) of the Commission’s regulations) include owners 
of property interests, as noted in the most recent county/city tax records 
as receiving the tax notice, whose property: 

• is directly affected (i.e., crossed or used) by the proposed activity, 
including all facility sites, rights-of-way, access roads, pipe and 
contractor yards, and temporary workspaces; 

• abuts either side of an existing right-of-way or facility site owned 
in fee by any utility company, or abuts the edge of a proposed 
facility site or right-of- way that runs along a property line in the 
area in which the facilities would be constructed, or contains a 
residence within 50 feet of the proposed construction work area; 

• is within 0.5 mile of proposed compressors, their enclosures, or 
liquefied natural gas facilities; or 

• is within the area of proposed new storage fields or proposed 
expansions of storage fields, including any applicable buffer zone. 

 
Other stakeholders who express an interest in the project can also 
request information and notifications. 
 
IND014-2:  As discussed in section 4.11.1, models of air quality 
impacts indicate potential air emissions would be below applicable 
standards and would not have significant impacts on local or regional 
air quality.  See response to comment IND013-1. 
 
IND014-3:  The Notice of Availability of the draft EIS for the MXP and 
the GXP included an invitation to attend public comment sessions 
hosted by FERC staff at various locations in the vicinity of the projects.  
As stated in the Notice, the primary goal of these comment sessions was 
to provide the public with another method for identifying specific 
environmental issues and concerns with the draft EIS.  The format is 
designed to receive the maximum amount of verbal comments in a 
convenient way during the timeframe allotted. 
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IND015 - Carolyn Kennedy 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND015-1:  The USDOT, which is responsible for pipeline safety, has 
established regulations that require operators to develop and follow a 
written Integrity Management Program that contains all the elements 
described in 49 CFR 192.911 and addresses the risks on each 
transmission pipeline segment.  All of Columbia Gulf’s proposed 
pipeline and related facilities would be designed, constructed, and 
operated in compliance with regulations at 49 CFR 192.  See response 
to comment CO010-2. 
 
IND015-2:  Compressors at the proposed Cane Ridge Compressor 
Station would be housed within an insulated building to mitigate offsite 
sound disturbances.  The predicted noise level attributable to operation 
of the Cane Ridge Station at the closest noise sensitive area is 50.8 dBA 
Leq, which is below the Metropolitan Government of Nashville & 
Davidson County daytime and nighttime limits.   
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IND016 - Carolyn Kennedy 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND016-1:  See response to comments CO003-2, CO005-1, and 
CO003-3. 
 
 
IND016-2:  See response to comments IND010-4 (air pollution), 
IND015-2 (noise), and IND004-8 (safety).   
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IND017 - Charles Whiting 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND017-1:  See response to comment LA001-4.    
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IND017 - Charles Whiting (continued)  

 

 
 
IND017-2:  See response to comment CO003-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND017-3:  See response to comment CO003-4. 
 
IND017-4:  See response to comment CO003-3. 
 
 
 
IND017-5:  See response to comment CO003-2. 
 
 
IND017-6:  See response to comment CO005-1. 
 
IND017-7:  See response to comment CO003-1. 
 
IND017-8:  See response to comment IND009-3. 
 
IND017-9:  As discussed in section 4.9.7, we do not anticipate any 
measurable impact from the project on the value of residential 
properties in the vicinity of the Cane Ridge site.  See response to 
comment IND004-1, Land Values and Farmland.   
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IND018 - Dan Lekich 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND018-1:  As discussed in section 4.11.1, models of air quality 
impacts indicate potential air emissions would be below applicable 
standards and would not have significant impacts on local or regional 
air quality.  See response to comment IND013-1. 
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IND019 - David Beresford 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND019-1:  See response to comments CO003-6 and IND009-4. 
 
The Cane Ridge Compressor Station is proposed for construction on an 
approximately 31-acre site, of which approximately 10.6 acres would be 
permanently affected for operation of the facility.  The remainder of the 
site would remain undeveloped to provide a visual and noise buffer to 
the surrounding community.  Columbia Gulf purchased the residential 
land located within the temporary work space for the Cane Ridge station 
and would convert it to open land following construction.  Additionally, 
Columbia Gulf has developed a visual screening plan for the station.  
The compressor station footprint within the site has been designed to 
minimize additional tree clearing.  The station office and auxiliary 
building would be sited closest to Barnes Road. 
 
IND019-2:  See response to comments IND010-4 and IND013-1. 
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IND020 - Don Wimpelberg 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND020-1:  See response to comments IND012-3 and IND012-4.  
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IND021 - Elizabeth Garber 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND021-1:  Siting criteria used by Columbia Gulf in selection of the 
Cane Ridge site are discussed in section 3.6.  The majority of the site 
selected by Columbia Gulf would remain as greenspace following 
construction. 
 
IND021-2:  As discussed in section 4.11.1, models of air quality 
impacts indicate potential air emissions would be below applicable 
standards and would not have significant impacts on local or regional 
air quality.  See response to comment IND013-1. 
 
IND021-3:  Comment noted. 
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IND022 - Lauren Spires 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND022-1:  See response to comments IND009-5 and IND006-4. 
 
IND022-2:  With the incorporation of our noise recommendations and 
the mitigation measures proposed by Columbia Gulf, our analysis 
indicates that construction and operation of the station would not result 
in a significant noise impact on residents and the surrounding 
community.  See section 4.11.2.3.2. 
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IND022 - Lauren Spires (continued)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND022-3:  As discussed in section 4.11.1, models of air quality 
impacts indicate potential air emissions would be below applicable 
standards and would not have significant impacts on local or regional 
air quality.  See response to comment IND013-1.  Water quality in Mill 
Creek would not be affected by construction and operation of the Cane 
Ridge station at the proposed site, as noted in section 4.3.2.4.2. 
 
IND022-4:  See response to comment IND017-9.  Additionally, 
Columbia Gulf has developed a visual screening plan for the Cane 
Ridge station.  Given the ability to screen the facility from the adjacent 
residential development, the station would not have a significant visual 
impact on nearby residences (see section 4.8.3.2).   
 
 
 
 
 
IND022-5:  As detailed further in section 4.9.8, construction of the 
Cane Ridge Compressor Station would result in minor beneficial 
socioeconomic impacts.  See response to comment CO005-3. 
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IND023 - Lillian Hawkins 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND023-1:  While Columbia Gulf would offer to test drinking water 
supply wells that are within 150 feet of construction areas pre- and post-
construction, we are unaware of any type of “base line lab tests” being 
proposed by Columbia Gulf in the vicinity of the Cane Ridge 
Compressor Station.   
 
 
 
IND023-2:  Siting criteria used by Columbia Gulf in selection of the 
Cane Ridge site are discussed in section 3.6.  All suitable sites identified 
have been reviewed for consideration.  See new material presented in 
section 3.6.2. 
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IND024 - Margaret Cortozzo 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND024-1:  See response to comment CO003-1 for information about 
noise and aesthetics.  Jobs are addressed in section 4.9.8.  See 
response to comment CO003-2 for information on air issues, and the 
response to CO003-4 for information on water quality. See response 
to CO003-3 for information on safety.  For information on zoning and 
alternatives see updated section 3.6.2.   
 
 
 
 
 

  

Q-243



INDIVIDUALS 

 

IND025 - Micah Hargrove 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND025-1:  See response to comment CO003-1 for information about 
noise and aesthetics.  Jobs are addressed in section 4.9.8.  See response 
to comment CO003-2 for information on air issues, and the response to 
CO003-4 for information on water quality. See response to CO003-3 for 
information on safety.  For information on zoning and alternatives see 
updated section 3.6.2.   
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IND026 - Mike Younger 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND026-1:  The purpose of the public comment session was to 
provide the public with another method for identifying specific 
environmental issues and concerns with the draft EIS prepared for 
the MXP and GXP.  Other projects, which have been approved or 
have applications pending before the Commission, are outside the 
scope of this review. 
 
Public Safety: The impacts of natural gas facilities on public safety 
are discussed in detail in section 4.12.3.  See response to comment 
IND009-5.  As described more fully in section 4.12.1, Columbia 
Gulf would follow procedures described in its Emergency Response 
Plan to minimize hazards in the event of an emergency.   
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IND027 - Rob Spires 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND027-1:  See response to comment IND026-1, Public Safety.  
See response to comments IND021-2 and IND013-1.  No odors are 
expected to result from operation of the Cane Ridge Compressor Station 
because the natural gas being compressed at the station will not be 
odorized (in general, natural gas transported in interstate commerce is 
not odorized).   
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IND027 - Rob Spires (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND027-2:  See response to comment IND017-9.   
See also section 4.9 for information on the economic benefits from 
construction and operation of the GXP.  See also response to comment 
CO005-3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND027-3:  See response to comment IND022-2 and IND027-1.    
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IND028 - Sam Cartozzo 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND028-1:  Siting criteria used for selection of the Cane Ridge site are 
discussed in detail in section 3.6.  Traffic issues for this area are 
discussed in section 4.9.5.2.   
 
 
 
IND028-2:  As noted in section 4.3.2, Columbia Gulf would not cross 
or otherwise impact surface waters during construction and operation of 
the Cane Ridge Compressor Station, nor would they withdraw from or 
discharge to surface waterbodies.   
 
The facility would comply with all applicable noise and air emissions 
regulations.  A detailed discussion of air quality and noise is presented 
in section 4.11.  See also responses to IND015-2 and IND022-2 
regarding noise impact. 
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IND029 - Timmey Orr 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND029-1:  If approved, the Cane Ridge Compressor Station would 
comply with all applicable requirements for noise and air emissions.  
A detailed discussion of air quality and noise is presented in section 
4.11. 
 

Q-249



INDIVIDUALS 

 

 
IND030 - Unknown  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND030-1 
Siting criteria used by Columbia Gulf in selection of the Cane Ridge site 
are discussed in section 3.6.  Socioeconomic bias was not a factor in site 
selection. 
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IND030 Unknown (continued)   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND030-2:  As stated in section 4.3.2.3.2, no portion of the proposed 
site for the Cane Ridge Compressor Station is within a FEMA-
designated 100-year floodplain. 
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IND031 - Beth Crowder 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND031-1:  Comment noted.  Natural gas production wells, including 
drilling, exploring, and recovery of existing supplies are not regulated by 
FERC, not proposed as part of the MXP or GXP, and are outside the 
scope of this EIS. 
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IND031 - Beth Crowder (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This area left blank intentionally. 

Q-253



INDIVIDUALS 

 

IND031 - Beth Crowder (continued)   
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Q-254



INDIVIDUALS 

 

IND032 - Chip Westfall 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND032-1:  Comment noted.  
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IND032 - Chip Westfall (continued) 
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IND033 - Jim Pritt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND033-1:  Comment noted. 
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IND033 - Jim Pritt (continued)  

 

 
 
IND033-2:  Comment noted. 
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IND034 - Richard Given 

 

 
 

 
 
 
IND034-1:  Comment noted.  Any changes in the proposed route, 
which Columbia Gas negotiates with landowners, would be filed 
with the Commission for its review and approval. 
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IND035 - Steve McDiffitt 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND035-1:  Comment noted. 
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IND036 - Susan Cleaver 

 

 
IND036-1a:  (Clear cutting) See response to comment IND004-3. 
 
IND036-1b:  (Stream impacts) As noted in section 4.3.2.5.1, no long-
term impacts on surface water quality or quantity are anticipated to 
result from construction of the MXP.  Columbia Gas would not 
significantly or permanently affect any designated water uses; it would 
bury the pipeline beneath the bed of all waterbodies, implement erosion 
controls, and restore the streambanks and streambed contours as close 
as practical to pre-construction conditions. 
 
IND036-1c:  (Wildlife) MXP impacts on wildlife are discussed in 
section 4.6.5.1.  The majority of impacts on wildlife resources would 
generally be temporary in nature, occurring mostly during construction 
activities.  Larger, more mobile generalist fauna would be displaced 
during construction because of vegetation loss, increased noise, and 
ground disturbance.  Despite a considerable amount of linear clearing of 
upland forested habitat (which we have concluded would be a 
significant impact), we expect that the remaining amount of forested 
habitat in the surrounding areas would be sufficient to incorporate 
displaced wildlife. 
 
IND036-1d:  (Property values) See response to comment IND004-1, 
Land Values and Farmland.  
 
IND036-1e:  (Health) As stated in section 4.11.3.1.1, we conclude that 
the project’s construction-related impacts would not result in a 
significant impact on local or regional air quality, nor would emissions 
from operation of the MXP’s compressor stations have significant 
impacts on local or regional air quality.  Construction and operation of 
the MXP would not cause impacts that are expected to adversely affect 
the health or welfare of the population living in the project area. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Q-261



INDIVIDUALS 

 

IND036 - Susan Cleaver (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
IND036-2:  See response to comment IND004-3.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND036-3:  The purpose of the projects is to transport natural gas.  
Energy production from renewable resources or the gains realized from 
increased energy efficiency and conservation are not transportation 
alternatives and are considered beyond the scope of this EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND036-4:  See response to comment SA004-2. 
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IND037 - William Douglass 

 

IND037-1:  Comment noted.  
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IND037 - William Douglass (continued) 
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IND038 - Dan Thomas 

 
 
 
 
 
 

IND038-1:  See response to comments IND015-1, IND006-3, and IND006-4.  
Additionally, Columbia Gulf’s operations staff would develop and maintain a 
liaison program with emergency response, government, and public safety 
officials in the Cane Ridge area.  These officials include local fire and law 
enforcement officials, emergency management services, ambulance services, 
HAZMAT groups, state police officials, local emergency planning 
coordinators, and town/city government representatives.   
 
 
IND038-2:  See response to comment CO003-1.  The compressor station 
footprint within the site has been designed to minimize additional tree clearing.  
The station office and auxiliary building would be sited closest to Barnes 
Road. 
 
 
IND38-3 
Health Risks: See response to comment IND013-1.  
 
Property Values: See response to comment IND017-9.  
 
Noise: See response to comments IND015-2 and IND022-2.  
 
Community Benefits: As detailed further in section 4.9.8, construction of the 
Cane Ridge Compressor Station would result in minor beneficial 
socioeconomic impacts.  See response to comment CO005-3.   
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IND039 - Susan Couch 

 
 

 
 
 
 
IND039-1:  See response to comment IND013-1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND039-2:  Section 4.11.1.3.5 discusses concerns with exposure to 
chemicals from operation of gas compressor stations and the impacts 
on human health.  
 
 
 
IND039-3:  See response to comment IND017-3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND039-4:  See response to comment IND010-4. 
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IND040 - Elenor Dyer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND040-1:  Comment noted. 
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IND041 – Calvin Burchett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND041-1:  Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND041-2:  Comment noted. 
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IND041 – Calvin Burchett (continued) 
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IND041 – Calvin Burchett (continued) 
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IND041 – Calvin Burchett (continued) 
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IND041 – Calvin Burchett (continued) 
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IND042-1:  In section 4.3.1.3.1, we have recommended that Columbia Gas 
identify the location of all water wells and potable springs within 150 feet 
of all areas of disturbance prior to beginning construction.  Columbia Gas 
proposes to perform pre- and post-construction monitoring for well yield 
and water quality for private wells within 150 feet of construction 
workspaces if requested by the landowner.  Our recommendation in section 
4.3.1.3.1 would require Columbia Gas to offer this option to all such 
landowners.  If testing results indicate the integrity of any water supply 
well has been impacted during construction, Columbia Gas would provide a 
temporary water supply source and compensate the landowner for repairs, 
installation of a new well, or other options as agreed upon with the 
landowner.  Additionally, section 4.8.1.3 notes that Columbia Gas would 
implement a landowner complaint resolution process to document and track 
landowner problems and their resolution.  
 
IND042-2:  Waterbody crossings would be permitted through the USACE 
and WVDEP, and in consultation with the USFWS and WVDNR, as 
necessary.  See response to comment CO009-15 
 
As stated in section 2.4, Columbia Gas has adopted and incorporated the 
requirements of our Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation 
Procedures (Procedures) into its project-specific ECS.  Our Procedures 
require specific streambank restoration measures to be implemented at all 
stream crossings (see Procedures, section V.C, at: 
https://www.ferc.gov/industries/gas/enviro/procedures.pdf).. 
 
Additionally, this section of the draft EIS also presented a recommendation 
that Columbia Gas file a revised HDD contingency plan for the Kanawha 
River crossing prior to the end of the draft EIS comment period.  This 
revised plan is discussed in the final EIS and is provided in appendix G. 
 
IND042-3:  As stated in section 4.3.2.4.1, water for dust control would be 
obtained from municipal sources, local wells, and/or surface water sources.  
All appropriate permits and authorizations required would be obtained prior 
to conducting dust control activities.  Additionally, we are recommending 
that Columbia Gas submit flow regime information and specific measures 
to protect instream habitat and downstream uses for each stream to be used 
for hydrostatic test water withdrawals.  Hydrostatic test water for MXP is 
discussed in section 4.6.4.1.3, which states, “Test waters would be 
discharged back into the waterbody of origin, within waterbodies of the 
same watershed, or within upland areas, which would eliminate the  
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translocation of invasive aquatic species that may be present.  Discharges 
would be conducted in accordance with the applicable project permits.”   
 
IND042-4:  Wetland impacts would be mitigated by Columbia Gas as a 
condition of its USACE section 404 permit.  See response to comment 
CO009-15. 
 
IND042-5:  The USFWS offers the following comment in its review of the 
draft EIS, “The Service West Virginia Field Office has been working with 
Columbia Gas since 2015 to identify survey and project information 
needed, including surveys for federally listed bats and mussels in West 
Virginia.  Once additional information becomes available the Service will 
work with the applicant to address any species-specific issues, and to 
develop avoidance and mitigation measures for Service trust resources.” 
(USFWS correspondence dated April 24, 2017). 
 
IND042-6:  See response to comment IND067-7. 
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IND043-1:  Comment noted. 
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IND044 – Aren Sulfridge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
IND044-1:  See response to comments CO005-3.  The 
Commission encourages project proponents to comply with 
state and local land use planning and zoning regulations in the 
design and siting of natural gas facilities.  
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IND044 – Aren Sulfridge (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND044-2:  See response to comment CO003-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND044-3:  As noted in section 4.3.2, Columbia Gulf would not cross or 
otherwise impact surface waters during construction and operation of the 
Cane Ridge Compressor Station, nor would it withdraw from or discharge to 
surface waterbodies.  Also, see response to comment IND017-3. 
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IND044 – Aren Sulfridge (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
IND044-4:  See response to comment CO003-1.  See section 4.11.2.3.2 
for a discussion of noise impacts attributable to operation of the Cane 
Ridge Compressor Station.  To confirm that actual noise levels 
attributable to the GXP compressor and meter stations are not 
significant, we have recommended a condition to require Columbia Gulf 
to file full-load noise surveys of the proposed facilities.  If noise 
attributable to operation of all the equipment at any facility exceeds 55 
dBA Ldn at any nearby NSA, Columbia Gulf would be required to report 
on what changes are needed and install the additional noise controls to 
meet the 55 dBA Ldn requirement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND044-5:  See response to comment IND013-1. 
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IND044-6:  See response to comments IND006-4 and IND009-5. 
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IND045 – Barry Vincent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
IND045-1:  See response to comments IND008-1 and IND009-5. 
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IND046-1:  Section 4.12.1 states, “Safety standards specified in Part 192 
require that each operator establish and maintain liaison with appropriate 
fire, law enforcement, and public officials to learn the resources and 
responsibilities of each organization that may respond to a natural gas 
pipeline emergency, and to coordinate mutual assistance in responding to 
emergencies.  The operator must also establish a continuing education 
program to enable customers, the public, government officials, and those 
engaged in excavation activities to recognize a gas pipeline emergency 
and report it to appropriate public officials.” 
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IND046 – Suzanne Goodman (continued)  

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND046-2:  See response to comments IND023-2 and CO008-9. 
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IND047 – Susan Couch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
IND047-1:  See response to comment IND009-5. 
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IND047 – Susan Couch (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ND047-2:  See response to comments IND017-3 and IND021-2.  
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IND048 – Chris Strong 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
IND048-1:  See response to comment IND013-1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND048-2:  See response to comment IND010-4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND048-3:  See section 4.11.2.3.2 for a discussion of noise impacts 
attributable to operation of the Cane Ridge Compressor Station.  Also, see 
response to comment IND015-2. 
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IND048 – Chris Strong (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND048-4:  Comment noted.  See section 4.9 for information on the 
economic benefits from construction and operation of the GXP.  See also 
response to comment CO005-3.  See response to comment IND017-9 
regarding property values.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND048-5:  See response to comment IND044-4. 
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IND048 – Chris Strong (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND048-6:  See response to comment LA001-4 
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IND049-1:  Columbia Gulf reviewed alternate sites during its 
siting process, prior to the selection of the Cane Ridge site, as 
discussed in section 3.6.2.  Since the draft EIS was issued, we 
have reviewed additional alternative sites for this facility.  See the 
new material presented in section 3.6.2.  See also response to 
comments CO008-9 and LA001-4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND049-2:  See response to comment CO003-1. 
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IND050 – Michael Younger 

 

IND050-1:  The USDOT, which is responsible for pipeline safety, 
has established regulations that require operators to develop and 
follow a written Integrity Management Program that contains all 
the elements described in 49 CFR 192.911 and addresses the risks 
on each transmission pipeline segment.  All of Columbia Gulf’s 
proposed pipeline and related facilities would be designed, 
constructed, and operated in compliance with the USDOT’s 
regulations at 49 CFR 192.  See also response to comment IND009-
5. 

 

IND050-2:  While adding compression increases the pipeline 
pressure on the downstream side of the compressor station, no 
portion of Columbia Gulf’s system may operate at a MAOP higher 
than that established during its design by the USDOT regulations.  
Columbia Gulf has not proposed to increase its MAOP. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IND050-3:  See response to comments IND050-1 and IND050-2. 
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IND050 – Michael Younger (continued)  

 

 
IND050-4:  Please see response to comment LA001-4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND050-5:  Other projects that have been approved or have 
applications pending before the Commission are outside the scope of 
this review. 
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IND051 – Robert Argo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND051-1:  Comments noted.  See response to comment IND017-9. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND051-2a:  See response to comment IND013-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND051-2b:  Section 4.3 discusses potential groundwater impacts related to 
the proposed projects.  As stated in section 4.3.1.6.2, we do not anticipate 
any significant, long-term impact on aquifers or groundwater supplies from 
construction and operation of the GXP. 
 
IND051-2c:  See section 4.11.2.  Table 4.11-30 presents the results of our 
noise analysis of the GXP facilities.  See also response to comment IND015-
2.  
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IND051 – Robert Argo (continued) 

 

 
IND051-3:  See response to comments IND012-3 and IND049-1. 
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IND052 – Lori Burkett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND052-1:  Comment noted.  See response to comments IND014-1 
(stakeholder notifications) and IND014-3 (format for FERC public 
comment sessions).   
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IND052-2:  Air quality is addressed in section 4.11.1.  As discussed, 
models of air quality impacts indicate potential air emissions would be 
below applicable standards and would not have significant impacts on 
local or regional air quality.  See response to comment IND013-1.  
Potential cumulative air quality impacts relative to the Cane Ridge 
Compressor Station are discussed in section 4.13.2.9.2. 
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IND053 – Andrew Peterson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND053-1:  Comment noted. 
 
 
IND053-2:  See response to comment IND017-9. 
 
IND053-3:  See response to comment IND013-1.  Potential exposure to 
chemicals from construction and operation of natural gas compressor 
stations is addressed in section 4.11.1.3.5.   
 
IND053-4:  See response to comment IND051-2. 
 
IND053-5:  See response to comment IND009-5.  Reliability and Safety 
are addressed in section 4.12, which includes emergency response 
procedures.  
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IND053 – Andrew Peterson (continued) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND053-6:  See response to comment IND017-3. 
 
 
 
 
IND053-7:  See response to comment IND044-4.   
 
 
 
 
IND053-8:  The Commission encourages project proponents to comply 
with state and local land use planning and zoning regulations in the 
design and siting of facilities.  See response to comment LA001-4. 
 
 
 
 
IND053-9:  As detailed further in section 4.9.8, construction of the Cane 
Ridge Compressor Station would result in minor beneficial 
socioeconomic impacts.  See response to comment CO005-3.  
 
 
IND053-10:  See response to comments IND012-3 and CO008-9. 
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IND054 – Jamie Peterson 

 

 

 
 
IND054-1:  See response to comment IND013-1.  Potential exposure to 
chemicals from construction and operation of natural gas compressor 
stations is addressed in section 4.11.1.3.5. 
 
IND054-2:  As discussed section 2.3 (for the MXP) and 4.2.4, both 
projects would segregate topsoil from subsoils as a routine practice 
(although topsoil segregation is less an issue with compressor station 
construction).  Both projects have adopted and incorporated relevant 
portions of our Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance 
Plan into their project-specific ECSs.  Our Plan requires segregation in 
croplands, hayfields, pastures, and residential areas (see Plan, section 
IV.B, at https://www.ferc.gov/industries/gas/enviro/plan.pdf).  The ECSs 
are presented in EIS volume II, appendix D. 
 
IND054-3:  See response to comment IND044-4.   
 
IND054-4:  See response to comments IND012-3 and CO008-9. 
 
IND054-5:  See response to comment IND017-9. 
 
IND054-6:  Columbia Gulf commissioned a geotechnical investigation of 
the Cane Ridge site by an independent contractor and provided the study 
results to us in its application.  Based on the results of the fieldwork, 
laboratory evaluation, and engineering analyses, they have concluded that 
the site appears suitable for the proposed construction from a geotechnical 
perspective.  Columbia Gulf has procedures in place to be followed in the 
event of discovery of previously undocumented karst features.  We have 
reviewed the information and agree. 
 
IND054-7:  See response to comment IND017-3. 
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IND055 – Michelle (last name unknown) 

 

 
IND055-1:  Comment noted.  See response to comments CO008-9 
(information on our review of alternative sites) and LA001-4 (placement 
of compressor stations within populated areas). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND055-2:  The proposed compressor stations will employ at least 2 full-
time workers per station.  Information regarding Columbia Gulf’s 
Integrity Management Program (IMP) for High Consequence Areas 
(HCAs) can be found in section 4.12.1.  See also response to comment 
IND009-5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND055-3:  Transportation and traffic are addressed in section 4.9.5. 
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IND055 – Michelle (last name unknown) (continued)  

 

 
IND055-4:  See response to comment IND009-5.  Reliability and safety 
are addressed in section 4.12, which includes a discussion of emergency 
response procedures.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND055-5:  During construction, EIs and FERC onsite monitors would 
ensure compliance with all permit conditions (see section 2.6.2).  EIs have 
stop-work authority if environmental conditions of regulatory 
permits/approvals are violated.  FERC is the federal agency responsible 
for authorizing applications to construct and operate interstate natural gas 
pipeline facilities.  As part of its responsibilities, FERC enforces 
regulatory requirements through imposition of civil penalties and other 
means. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND055-6:  Air quality is addressed in section 4.11.1.  Potential 
cumulative air quality impacts relative to the Cane Ridge Compressor 
Station are discussed in section 4.13.2.9.2. 
 
 
IND055-7:  Section 4.11.1.3.5 discusses concerns with exposure to 
chemicals from operation of gas compressor stations and the impacts on 
human health. 
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IND055-8 
See response to comment IND013-1.  As stated in section 4.11.3.1.2, we 
have concluded that construction and operation of GXP’s compressor 
stations would not have significant impacts on local or regional air quality, 
nor would they cause impacts that are expected to adversely affect the 
health or welfare of the population living in the project areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND055-9:  See response to comment IND036-3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND055-10:  See response to comment IND050-5.  
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IND056 – Lillian Hawkins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
IND056-1:  See response to comments IND009-1 and IND015-2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND056-2:  Air quality is discussed in section 4.11.1.  See response to 
comments IND013-1 and IND010-4. 
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IND056-3:  See response to comments IND017-3 and IND009-3. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND056-4:  Water quality in Tennessee is regulated by TDEC.  Given 
the distance between the Cane Ridge Compressor Station site and Mill 
Creek, there is little potential for construction or operation of the 
compressor station to impact Mill Creek.  This includes impacts from 
spills or equipment leaks, which, due to the nature of the equipment 
involved, would be minor and addressed by use of Columbia Gulf’s 
SPCC Plan.  During construction, Columbia Gulf would implement  
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IND056 – Lillian Hawkins  

 

BMPs, as specified in its Environmental Construction Manual, to 
minimize runoff from the construction area. 
 
Potential cumulative air quality impacts relative to the Cane Ridge 
Compressor Station are discussed in section 4.13.2.9.2.  The 
Metropolitan Government of Nashville & Davidson County has local 
permitting authority over stationary sources located in Davidson County.  
Air dispersion modeling was completed using the EPA-preferred 
AERMOD dispersion model for each compressor station to show 
compliance with NAAQS.  Appropriate pound-per-hour emission rates 
were determined for each pollutant and averaging period.  See table 
4.11.19.  See responses to comments CO003-2, IND010-4, and IND013-
1. 
 
During construction, sediment from earth-disturbing activities would be 
contained within the site.  Disturbed areas would be surrounded by 
temporary erosion controls.  While runoff is expected, implementation of 
measures in Columbia Gulf’s ECS would prevent heavily silt-laden water 
from leaving the site.  Runoff leaving the site would also be naturally 
filtered by the lands between the site and Mill Creek.  Once site 
restoration is complete, runoff would be directed to an on-site pond for 
infiltration into the ground.  Water quality in Tennessee is regulated by 
TDEC. 
 
IND056-5:  Section 4.3.2 provides a list of surface water resources 
within proximity of proposed project facilities. 
 
IND056-6:  See response to comment IND054-6. 
 
 
IND056-7:  See response to comments IND012-3 and CO008-9. 
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IND057 – Holly Greene 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
IND057-1:  Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND057-2:  See response to comment IND009-5.  Reliability and safety are 
addressed in section 4.12, which includes a discussion of Columbia 
Gas/Columbia Gulf’s 24-hr/day leak detection capabilities and response 
procedures.  The USDOT, not the EPA, is responsible for pipeline safety.   
The USDOT has established regulations that require operators to develop 
and follow a written Integrity Management Program that contains all the 
elements described in 49 CFR 192.911 and addresses the risks on each 
transmission pipeline segment.  All of Columbia Gulf’s proposed pipeline 
and related facilities would be designed, constructed, and operated in 
compliance with regulations at 49 CFR 192. 
 
IND057-3:  Potential temporary and permanent impacts from the projects 
on wildlife and wildlife habitats are discussed in section 4.6. 
 
IND057-4:  See response to comments IND004-8 and IND006-3.  Section 
2.7 discusses operational and maintenance practices for interstate natural 
gas transmission pipelines.  This section presents information on the 
frequency of right-of-way patrols, which is an effective means of detecting 
pipeline leaks.  Additional information relevant to this topic is presented in 
section 4.12. 
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IND057-5:  See response to comment IND036-3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND057-6:  Comment noted. 
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IND058 – Margaret Cartozzo 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND058-1:  See response to comment IND052-2. 
 
IND058-2:  As discussed in section 4.3.2.4.2, construction of the Cane 
Ridge Compressor Station would not cross or otherwise impact surface 
waters during construction and operation, nor would it withdraw from 
or discharge to surface waterbodies.  See section 4.3.1.5.2 regarding 
potential groundwater impact. 
 
IND058-3:  See response to comment IND022-2. 
 
IND058-4:  See response to comment IND012-3. 
 
IND058-5:  See response to comments IND006-3 and IND009-5.  
Additionally, Columbia Gulf’s operations staff would develop and 
maintain a liaison program with emergency response, government, and 
public safety officials in the Cane Ridge area.  These officials include 
local fire and law enforcement officials, emergency management 
services, ambulance services, HAZMAT groups, state police officials, 
local emergency planning coordinators, and town/city government 
representatives. 
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Comments begin on the following page. 
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IND059 – Heather Hixon-McGovern (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND059-1:  Compressors at the proposed Cane Ridge Compressor 
Station would be housed within an insulated building to mitigate 
offsite sound disturbances.  See response to comment IND044-4.  
Additionally, ambient (background) noise levels at the proposed 
compressor station sites are presented in EIS table 4.11-30. 
 
 
 
IND059-2:  See response to comment IND052-2.  See also section 
4.11.1. 
 
 
 
 
 
IND059-3:  See response to comments IND009-3 and IND056-3, 
Underground Caves. 
 
 
 
 
IND059-4:  See response to comment IND054-6. 
 
IND059-5:  The Commission encourages project proponents to comply 
with state and local land use planning and zoning regulations in the 
design and siting of facilities.  See response to comment LA001-4. 
 
IND059-6:  See response to comment IND023-2. 
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IND059-7:  See response to comment IND009-7. 
 
 
 
IND059-8:  See response to comment IND009-8. 
 
 
 
IND059-9:  Air quality is addressed in section 4.11.1.  Potential 
cumulative air quality impacts relative to the Cane Ridge Compressor 
Station are discussed in section 4.13.2.9.2. 
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IND060 – Roger Rotoni 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
IND060-1:  See response to comments IND010-4 and IND013-1 
regarding air quality and pollution. 
 
IND060-2:  See response to comment IND017-9 regarding property 
values.  
 
IND060-3:  See response to comments IND022-2 and IND038-2 
regarding impacts from noise. 
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IND060-4:  As detailed further in section 4.9.8, construction of the 
Cane Ridge Compressor Station would result in minor beneficial 
socioeconomic impacts.  See response to comment CO005-3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND060-5:  Comments are noted. 
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IND061 – Carl Harris 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND061-1:  Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND061-2:  Sites along the I-24 corridor have been investigated for 
suitability as potential alternatives to the proposed Cane Ridge site; 
however, we determined that none of the proposed alternatives have 
significant environmental advantages to the proposed location for the 
Cane Ridge Compressor Station (see section 3.6.2).   
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IND062 – Cynthia D. Ellis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND062-1:  Public notification of the draft EIS comment sessions was 
issued on February 27, 2017.  A public comment session was held in 
Hurricane (Putnam County), West Virginia (at the Sleepy Hollow 
Gulf and Country Club), three weeks later on March 20.  Bear in 
mind that facilities able to accommodate the needs of our public 
comment sessions are frequently limited in rural areas.  See response 
to comment CO002-13.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND062-2:  Transportation and traffic impacts are presented in 
section 4.9.5.1.  This section includes a discussion of the West 
Virginia Department of Transportation’s (WVDOT) Oil and Gas 
Road Policy and the agreement between Columbia Gas and the 
WVDOT to undertake public road improvements pursuant to the 
Policy.  
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IND062 – Cynthia D. Ellis (continued)  

 

 
 
IND062-3:  Comment noted.  The effects of natural gas pipelines on 
property values is discussed in section 4.9.7.  See also response to 
comment IND004-1, Land Values and Farmland. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND062-4:  In section 4.6.3.1, we have included a recommendation 
that Columbia Gas file an update regarding the status of MBTA 
consultations with the USFWS and WVDNR regarding the 
development of its Columbia Gas’ Tree Clearing Strategy (and provide 
a copy of the final plan, if available); and identify special measures, if 
any, that Columbia Gas would implement to reduce impacts on 
cerulean warbler habitat. 
 
Our recommendation in section 4.5.4.1 specifically states that 
“Columbia Gas should identify any specific construction, restoration, 
replacement, and/or operation mitigation measures identified through 
its discussions with the WVDNR that it would implement to promote 
compatibility with the restoration and management of upland forest 
areas.” 
 
We also are recommending that Columbia Gas continue to consult with 
the WVDNR and USFWS to further reduce impacts, particularly on 
the large Core Forest Areas preferred by the cerulean warbler.  As 
stated in section 4.6.5.1, Columbia Gas would continue to consult with 
authorizing agencies to address location-specific impact minimization 
and mitigation measures regarding wildlife, wetlands, and other 
regulated sensitive environmental features. 
 
Additional comments regarding the FERC process and 
recommendations noted. 
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IND063-1:  Regarding dirty/muddy roads and muddy streams, our analysis 
concludes that no long-term impacts on surface water quality or quantity 
are anticipated to result from construction of the proposed project.  See 
sections 4.3.2.4.1 and 4.3.2.5.1.  Potential environmental impacts 
associated with drilling, exploration, and recovery of natural gas, including 
the use of hydraulic fracturing, is regulated at the state level and is not part 
of the proposed project. 
The determination of whether there is a “need” for the proposed facilities 
(for the purpose of issuing an authorization under section 7 of the Natural 
Gas Act) will be made in the subsequent Commission Order granting or 
denying the applicants’ requests for Certificate authorization and is based 
on a balancing of the benefits of the projects against any adverse impacts.  
Economic benefits resulting from construction and operation of the MXP 
are discussed in section 4.9.8.1.  See response to CO006-6. 
IND063-2:  Sections 2.4.4.2.3 and 4.3.2.4.1 discuss the proposed crossing 
of the Kanawha River. 
IND063-3:  As we conclude in section 4.3.2.5.1, no long-term impact on 
surface water quality or quantity are anticipated to result from construction 
of the MXP.  Project operation would not impact surface waters unless 
maintenance activities involve pipeline excavation or repair in or near 
streams.  Although the MXP is located within the Ohio River watershed, 
the pipeline corridor does not traverse the Ohio River, nor are any of the 
proposed compressor or metering facilities located on the Ohio River. 
IND063-4:  The legal and constitutional ramifications of the use of eminent 
domain is beyond the scope of this EIS.   
IND063-5:  Section 4.9 includes a discussion of employment opportunities 
provided by the MXP. 
IND063-6:  Public services available in the MXP area, including a 
discussion of fire stations, police, and hospitals, are addressed in section 
4.9.3.1.  Pipeline reliability and safety is addressed in section 4.12.  See 
specifically section 4.12.1. 
IND063-7:  Comment noted. 
IND063-8:  Comment noted.  Impacts on forests are addressed in section 
4.5, information on flooding can be found in section 4.1.4.8, erosion is 
addressed in section 4.2, water resources are addressed in section 4.3, air 
information can be found in section 4.11, and safety is addressed in section 
4.12. 
IND063-9:  See response to comments IND004-8 and IND063-6.  See 
section 4.12.1 for information on emergency response capabilities. 
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IND064 – William Robertson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
IND064-1:  Section 1.1.1 addresses the purpose and need for the GXP.  See 
also response to comment CO006-6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND064-2:  We do not consider either the size of the compressor station 
nor the proximity of the residences atypical, as many compressor stations 
are so sited throughout the United States.  FERC guidelines require that 
new compressor engines not result in a perceptible increase in vibration at 
any nearby receptor.  Vibrations from compressor stations are associated 
with older reciprocal engines, none of which are proposed at the Cane 
Ridge Compressor Station.  In the unlikely case that perceptible vibration is 
created by a rare resonance from the turbine exhaust noise, FERC would 
investigate any reports of vibrations and work with Columbia to resolve the 
situation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND064-3:  See response to comments IND010-4 and IND013-1.   
 
  

  

Q-331



INDIVIDUALS 

 

IND064 – William Robertson (continued) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND064-4:  Comments noted.  The Commission encourages project 
proponents to comply with state and local land use planning and zoning 
regulations in the design and siting of natural gas facilities. 
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IND065 – Elizabeth Forester 

 

 
 
IND065-1:  See response to comment IND042-1. 
 
IND065-2:  See response to comment IND036-3. 
 
 
 

  

Q-333



INDIVIDUALS 

 

IND066 – Terry Flesher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND066-1:  Comment noted. 
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IND066 – Terry Flesher (continued)  
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IND066 – Terry Flesher (continued)  

 

IND066-2:  See response to comment IND054-2. 
 
IND066-3:  Comment noted.  Much attention has been devoted in the EIS 
to potential impacts on ground and surface waters and their quality, as well 
as mitigation to avoid or reduce impacts to less-than-significant levels.  See 
section 4.3. 
 
IND066-4:  See section 4.2 (Soils) and response to comment IND066-3 
(streams).  The primary use of fencing would be to provide security at 
aboveground facilities (compressor stations, valves, meters, etc.).  As 
discussed in section 4.11.1, models of air quality impacts indicate potential 
air emissions would be below applicable standards and would not have 
significant impacts on local or regional air quality.  The USDOT, which is 
responsible for pipeline safety, has established regulations that require 
operators to develop and follow a written Integrity Management Program 
that contains all the elements described in 49 CFR 192.911 and addresses 
the risks on each transmission pipeline segment.  All MXP and GXP 
pipeline facilities would be designed, constructed, and operated in 
compliance with regulations at 49 CFR 192.  See also section 4.12.  
Additionally, see sections 4.6 (Wildlife and Fisheries) and 4.7 (Threatened 
and Endangered, and Other Special Status Species) for our analysis of 
potential impacts on wildlife. 
 
IND066-5:  See section 4.11.1. 
 
 
IND066-6:  See response to comments IND066-2, IND066-3, IND066-4, 
and IND066-5. 
 
 
 
IND066-7:  Comment noted. 
 
IND066-8:  See sections 2.4.1 (including Shallow Bedrock and Blasting) 
and 2.4.4.6 (Rugged Topography).  Additionally, see section 4.1 as it 
discusses shallow bedrock, blasting, and landslide hazards (section 4.1.4.4), 
including our recommendation to conduct a Landslide Hazard Assessment. 
 
 

Q-336



INDIVIDUALS 

 

IND066 – Terry Flesher (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
IND066-9:  See section 4.12.  Additionally, all below-grade pipeline 
facilities would be epoxy-coated, and the MXP system would be protected 
from corrosion by an impressed current, as well as ground-bed sacrificial 
anodes.   
 
 
 
 
 
IND066-10:  Comment noted.  See sections 4.8.2.2 and 4.8.2.3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND066-11:  This topic is addressed in sections 4.1.2.1 and 4.1.4.1.  
 
 
 
 
IND066-12:  The fusion-bonded epoxy coating on line pipe is inert.   
 
 
IND066-13:  Section 4.12 discusses pipeline reliability and safety.  Our 
analysis concludes that operation of the proposed projects would represent 
only a very slight increase in risk to the nearby public.  Additionally, the 
USDOT is responsible for pipeline safety.  
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IND066 – Terry Flesher (continued)  

 

 
IND066-14:  The placement of pipeline line markers is addressed in the 
USDOT’s regulations at 49 CFR 192.  
 
 
IND066-15:  Abandonment of the proposed facilities would require specific 
authorization(s) from FERC, including additional environmental review and 
an opportunity for public review/comment.  See section 2.8.   
 
IND066-16:  See response to comment IND057-2.  
 
IND066-17:  This EIS discusses numerous potential environmental impacts 
related to construction and operation of the proposed projects. 
 
IND066-18:  See response to comment IND066-15. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND066-19:  Please bear in mind that the EIS is not a decision document.  
The Commission will ultimately decide, after reviewing all aspects of the 
proposals, whether the proposed projects are in the public convenience and 
necessity. 
 
 
IND066-20:  Comment noted. 
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IND066 – Terry Flesher (continued)  
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IND067 – Nathan Bumgarner 

 

 
 
IND067-1:  Comment noted.  
 
 
 
IND067-2:  See response to comment IND042-1. 
 
 
IND067-3:  See response to comment IND042-2. 
 
 
 
IND067-4:  See response to comment IND042-3. 
 
 
IND067-5:  See response to comment IND042-4. 
 
 
 
IND067-6:  See response to comment IND042-5. 
 
 
IND067-7:  See response to comment IND004-5. 
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IND068 – Patrice Nelson 
   

 
 
IND068-1:  See response to comments IND012-3 and IND019-1.  The 
Commission encourages project proponents to comply with state and 
local land use planning and zoning regulations in the design and siting 
of facilities.  See response to comment LA001-4.  See response to 
comments IND009-5 and IND006-4.  Columbia Gulf’s operations staff 
would develop and maintain a liaison program with emergency 
response, government, and public safety officials in the Cane Ridge 
area.  These officials include local fire and law enforcement officials, 
emergency management services, ambulance services, HAZMAT 
groups, state police officials, local emergency planning coordinators, 
and town/city government representatives. 
 
IND068-2:  See response to comments IND010-4 and IND009-2. 
 
 
 
IND068-3:  See response to comments IND015-2, IND009-1, and 
IND044-4. 
 
 
IND068-4:  The FERC is the lead federal agency for processing 
authorizations involving interstate natural gas facilities.  As such, the 
Commission is responsible for conducting a review of potential 
environmental impacts resulting from its actions, as required by 
NEPA.  Air quality is addressed in section 4.11.1.  Potential 
cumulative air quality impacts relative to the Cane Ridge Compressor 
Station are discussed in section 4.13.2.9.2.  “Health and safety risks” 
are addressed in the EIS.  See especially sections 4.3 (Water 
Resources), 4.11.1 (Air Quality), and 4.12 (Reliability and Safety). 
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IND069 – Betsy Scott 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
IND069-1:  Comment noted.  See response to 
comment IND067-7.  See response to comment 
IND063-3.  See response to comment IND004-1, Land 
Values and Farmland. 
 
 
 
 
 
IND069-2:  See response to comment IND042-1. 
 
 
 
IND069-3:  See response to comment IND042-2. 
 
 
 
IND069-4:  See response to comment IND042-3. 
 
 
IND069-5:  See response to comment IND042-4. 
 
 
 
IND069-6:  See response to comment IND042-5. 
 
 
 
IND069-7:  See response to comment IND067-7. 
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IND070 – Janet Keating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IND070-1:  Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
IND070-2:  See response to comment IND042-1. 
 
 
 
IND070-3:  See response to comment IND042-2. 
 
 
 
IND070-4:  See response to comment IND042-3. 
 
 
IND070-5:  See response to comment IND042-4. 
 
 
IND070-6:  See response to comment IND042-5. 
 
 
 
IND070-7:  See response to comment IND004-5. 
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IND071 – Marilyn Howells 

 

 
IND071-1:  See response to comment CO002-13.  Emergency 
response procedures are discussed in section 4.12. 
 
IND071-2:  See response to comment CO002-10.  Additionally, see 
section 1.1.1 for a discussion of purpose and need for the MXP. 
 
IND071-3:  Although the MXP is located within the Ohio River 
watershed, the pipeline corridor does not traverse the Ohio River, nor 
are any of the proposed compressor or metering facilities located on 
the Ohio River.  Other projects which have been approved or have 
applications pending before the Commission are outside the scope of 
this review. 
 
IND071-4:  Pipeline safety is addressed in section 4.12. 
 
IND071-5:  See responses to comments at CO002-1 through CO002-
14. 
 
IND071-6:  See response to comment INDO31-1.  
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IND071 – Marilyn Howells (continued)  
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IND072 – Mirijana Beram 

 

IND072-1:  The Commission makes the determination for whether a 
project is in the public convenience and necessity.  This evaluation and 
subsequent decision is based on many factors, including the final EIS 
and associated recommendations, market analysis, ensuring just and 
reasonable rates, and engineering analyses.  The Commission considers 
the local, regional, and national benefits of each project against any 
adverse impacts.  This determination has not been made at this time. 
 
IND072-2:  Columbia Gas performed Phase I archeological surveys 
within the Sherwood Compressor Station site.  No Native American 
mounds were identified within the construction area.   
 
IND072-3:  To the best of our knowledge, all project mapping is 
current at the time of the EIS going to print. 
 
IND072-4:  Air and noise issues are discussed in section 4.11.  Traffic 
related to construction and operation of the MXP is discussed in 
section 4.9.5. 
 
IND072-5:  See response to comment IND006-6. 
 
 
IND072-6:  See response to comment IND042-1. 
 
 
 
 
IND072-7:  See response to comment IND042-2. 
 
 
 
 
 
IND072-8:  See response to comment IND042-3. 
 
 
 
 

Q-346



INDIVIDUALS 

 

IND072 – Mirijana Beram (continued)  

 
 

 
 
IND072-9:  MXP wetland mitigation is discussed in section 4.4.3.1. 
 
 
 
IND072-10:  See response to comment IND042-5. 
 
 
 
 
IND072-11:  See response to comment IND004-5. 
 
 
 
 
 
IND072-12:  Comment noted. 
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IND073 – Lillian Hawkins 

 

 
IND073-1:  Comment noted.  See response to comment CO003-5 
and CO003-6.  See also section 3.6.2 for information on the 
alternatives review process for the Cane Ridge compressor site. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND073-2:  See response to comment IND009-1. 
 
 
 
 
IND073-3:  See response to comment IND009-2. 
 
 
 
IND073-4:  See response to comment IND009-3. 
 
 
 
 
 
IND073-5:  See response to comment IND009-5. 
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IND073 – Lillian Hawkins (continued)   

 

 
 
 
 
IND073-6:  See response to comment IND009-6. 
 
IND073-7:  See response to comment IND009-7. 
 
IND073-8:  See response to comment IND009-8. 
 
IND073-9:  See response to comment IND009-9.  Compressor Station 
563, in Joelton, Tennessee is addressed in the Cumulative Impacts 
section 4.13.2.9.2.  Given the modeling results showing 
concentrations below the NAAQS for both the Compressor Station 
563 and the Cane Ridge Compressor Station as well as the distance 
between the two stations, we conclude that these proposed projects are 
unlikely to result in significant emission impacts on local air quality. 

Air quality issues are addressed in section 4.11.1. 
 
IND073-10:  Comment noted. 
 
IND073-11:  Comment noted.  We requested additional information 
from Columbia Gulf regarding several new sites.  Section 3.6.2 has 
been revised to include this new information and our updated 
analysis of site alternatives.   
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IND074 – Geraldine and Richard Markus 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND074-1:  The determination of whether there is a “need” for the 
proposed facilities (for the purpose of issuing an authorization under 
section 7 of the Natural Gas Act) will be made in the subsequent 
Commission Order granting or denying the applicant’s request for 
Certificate authorization and is based on a balancing of the benefits of the 
project against any adverse impacts. 
 
IND074-2:  FERC is the federal agency responsible for authorizing 
proposals to construct and operate interstate natural gas pipeline facilities.  
As part of its responsibilities, FERC enforces regulatory requirements 
through the imposition of civil penalties and other means. 
 
IND074-3:  See response to comment IND009-5. 
 
IND074-4:  See response to IND004-1. 
 
IND074-5:  See response to comment IND074-2. 
 
 
 
 
 
IND074-6:  See response to comment IND073-11. 
 
 
 
 
IND074-7:  Pipeline safety is addressed in section 4.12.  See response to 
comment CO003-2 regarding radon emissions. 

  

Q-350



INDIVIDUALS 

 

IND074 – Geraldine and Richard Markus (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
IND074-8:  Air quality is discussed in section 4.11.1. 
 
IND074-9:  See response to comment IND022-2. 
 
 
 
IND074-10:  See response to comment IND004-1. 
 
IND074-11:  See response to comment IND022-2. 
 
 
 
 
 
IND074-12:  Comment noted.  See response to IND004-2. 
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IND075 – Mary Sansom 

 
 

 
IND075-1:  Comment noted.   
 
IND075-2:  Vegetation resources are discussed in section 4.5, and wildlife 
is discussed in section 4.6. 
 
IND075-3:  Karst topography is discussed in section 4.1.4.7. 
 
IND075-4:  Water resources are discussed in section 4.3.  
 
IND075-5:  Earthquakes are discussed in section 4.1.4.1 and landslides 
are discussed in section 4.1.4.4. 
 
IND075-6:  Air quality is discussed in section 4.11.1. 
 
IND075-7:  See response to comments CO002-10 and CO006-6. 
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IND075 – Mary Sansom (continued)  
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IND076 – David Howells 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
IND076-1:  Comment noted.  See response to comments CO002-10 and 
CO006-6 (purpose and need for the project).  See response to comment 
CO002-13 (extension of the comment period). 
 
 
 
 

  

Q-354



INDIVIDUALS 

 

IND077 – Karen Kurtz 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
IND077-1:  Comment noted. 
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IND078 – Aren Sulfridge  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND078-1:  Comment noted.  See response to comment IND074-1.  
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IND078 – Aren Sulfridge  
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IND078 – Aren Sulfridge  

 

IND078-2:  We have reviewed information provided by Columbia Gulf 
regarding siting of project facilities, and as necessary, considered reasonable 
and appropriate alternatives.  As part of the public participation process 
outlined in NEPA, we also consider alternatives when such are identified by the 
public.  We have received additional information from the public and Columbia 
Gulf regarding several new alternative sites that were identified during the 
comment period on the draft EIS.  Section 3.6.2 has been revised to include this 
new information. 
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IND079 – Cynthia Brewer  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND079-1:  We requested additional information from Columbia Gulf 
regarding several new sites.  Section 3.6.2 has been revised to include this 
new information. 
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IND079 – Cynthia Brewer (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND079-2:  There would be two full time employees working at the Cane 
Ridge Compressor Station.  Please see section 4.12 to learn more about 
Columbia Gas and Columbia Gulf’s system monitoring capabilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND079-3:  See response to comment IND004-1. 
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IND079 – Cynthia Brewer (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
IND079-4:  Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND079-5:  Comment noted. 
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IND080 – Jason Partch 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
IND080-1:  Comment noted.  See response to comment 
IND079-1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND080-2:  See response to comment IND009-5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND080-3:  See response to comment IND009-6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND080-4:  See response to comment IND080-1. 
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IND081 – Ed Jividen 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND081-1:  The impact of natural gas facilities on public safety is 
discussed in section 4.12.3.  Columbia Gas is responsible for 
establishing and maintaining communications with local fire, law 
enforcement, and public officials, and coordinating emergency 
responses, and has facility construction crews available to respond in 
the event of an emergency.  Columbia Gas employs qualified and 
licensed personnel who could be immediately dispatched to the 
scene of an emergency should the need arise.   
 
IND081-2:  MXP construction noise impacts and mitigation are 
discussed in section 4.11.2.2.1. 
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IND081 – Ed Jividen (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND081-3:  See response to comment IND004-1, Land Values and 
Farmland.  See section 4.9 for information on the economic benefits 
from construction and operation of the MXP.  
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IND082 – Barbara Jividen 

 
 

 
IND082-1:  MXP construction noise impacts and mitigation are 
discussed in section 4.11.2.2.1. 
 
IND082-2:  The impact of natural gas facilities on public safety is 
discussed in section 4.12.3.  Columbia Gas is responsible for 
establishing and maintaining communications with local fire, law 
enforcement, and public officials, and coordinating emergency 
responses, and has facility construction crews available to respond 
in the event of an emergency.   
 
Columbia Gas employs qualified and licensed personnel who 
could be immediately dispatched to the scene of an emergency 
should the need arise.   
 
IND082-3:  See response to comment CO006-14. 
 
IND082-4:  Economic and tax benefits related to the project are 
addressed in section 4.9.8.   
 
IND082-5:  Noise issues related to construction and operation of 
the project are addressed in section 4.11.2.   
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IND082 – Barbara Jividen (continued) 

 

 
 
 
IND082-6:  See response to comment IND006-6. 
 
 
IND082-7:  See response to comment IND081-3. 
 
 
IND082-8:  See response to comment IND082-1.  Additionally, 
we have recommended that Columbia Gas prepare a drilling noise 
mitigation plan to reduce the projected noise level at noise-
sensitive areas in the vicinity of the Kanawha River HDD. 
 
 
IND082-9:  Pipeline safety is addressed in section 4.12.  Other 
infrastructure facilities are outside the scope of this EIS. 
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IND083 – Kathryn M. Pyles 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND083-1:  Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND083-2:  Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IND083-3:  In its May 16, 2017 response to our data request, Columbia 
Gas indicated it is in the process of evaluating the use of Public Road 
21/10 and a private access road that is located near the Pleasant Ridge 
Church and cemetery.  Additional improvements to 21/10 are unlikely as 
its current condition is sufficient for use during construction.  Any 
improvements to the access road near the church and cemetery would be 
limited to the southwest side of the road (opposite of the church and 
cemetery).  Further, Columbia Gas has stated that heavy machinery 
would either be unloaded prior to the church or at the construction right-
of-way and any movement of machinery or heavy equipment would be 
done so at a minimum rate of speed.   
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IND083 – Kathryn M. Pyles (continued) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
IND083-4:  See response to comment IND084-3. 
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IND084 – April Keating 

 

 
IND084-1:  Comment is noted.  
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CPG001 - Columbia Gas Transmission, LLC 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments and responses begin on the following page. 
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CPG001 - Columbia Gas Transmission, LLC (continued)  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CPG001-1:  Attachment 1 of Columbia Gas’ comment letter included 
responses to our draft EIS recommendations.  It also included the 
following reports/studies: 
 
• Phase I Geohazard Assessment Report; and 
• Environmental Construction Standards (April, 2017) 
 
Columbia Gas’ comment submission, including the above-listed 
attachments, are available for viewing in their entirety on the FERC’s 
eLibrary at http;//www.ferc.gov.  Using the “eLibrary” link, select 
“Advanced Search” from the eLibrary menu and enter 20170421-5109 
in the “Numbers:  Accession Number” field. 
 
CPG001-2:  Attachment 2 of Columbia Gas’ comment letter includes 
the Applicant’s comments on the draft EIS.  Our responses to 
Columbia Gas’ comments are included below. 
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CPG001-3:  Our responses to Columbia Gas’ comments are provided 
below. 
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CPG001 - Columbia Gas Transmission, LLC (continued)  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CPG001-4:  The facility details listed in the cover 
letter have been updated. 
 
 
 
 
CPG001-5:  The facility details listed in the Executive 
Summary have been updated. 
 
 
 
 
CPG001-6:  Clarifications regarding vegetation 
clearing and maintenance within wetlands has been 
updated in the Executive Summary. 
 
 
 
CPG001-7:  It has been noted that Columbia Gas 
proposes a 125-foot-wide construction corridor, 
including in forested areas.  The Executive Summary 
has been corrected. 
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CPG001 - Columbia Gas Transmission, LLC (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CPG001-8:  Given the information on the record, 
FERC staff determined that MXP and GXP have 
similar timelines and other interrelated aspects, and as 
such, the projects were considered in one EIS.  Section 
1.0 has been updated in response to this comment.  
 
 
CPG001-9:  Revisions based on updates contained in 
Supplement No. 2, filed March 3, 2017, have been 
made throughout the EIS. 
 
CPG001-10:  Section 2.1.2.1 has been updated to 
reflect this revision. 
 
CPG001-11:  Section 2.4.1.2 has been updated in 
response to this comment. 
 
CPG001-12:  Section 2.4.4.1 has been revised in 
response to this comment. 
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CPG001 - Columbia Gas Transmission, LLC (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CPG001-13:  This wording has been corrected. 
 
 
CPG001-14:  Figure 2.4-3 has been replaced with a 
revised diagram. 
 
CPG001-15:  This information has been noted in the 
text of section 4.3.1.3.1. 
 
 
CPG001-16:  Section 4.3.2.1 has been revised in 
response to this comment. 
 
CPG001-17:  Section 4.5.1.1.4 has been updated to 
reflect the accurate information. 
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CPG001 - Columbia Gas Transmission, LLC (continued)  
 CPG001-18:  From a biological perspective, the 

leading concern with forest fragmentation is the impact 
on wildlife habitat and associated microhabitats.  The 
Stranger and Maxwell data define Core Forest Areas 
based primarily upon the locations of closed forest 
canopy.  Because one of the main issues with forest 
fragmentation is the loss of preferred habitat for 
breeding birds, the presence of canopy closure should 
be a key factor in delineating CFAs.  Our use of the 
Stranger and Maxwell data, and subsequent evaluation 
of CFAs within the MXP area, was done so under the 
request and guidance of WVDNR.  We believe the 
Stranger and Maxwell data more accurately represent 
locations of existing canopy closure.  However, the 
impacts on CFAs has been reduced since the draft EIS 
was issued because the original analysis and 
classifications included existing private roads, that 
Columbia Gas is proposing to utilize during 
construction, as new impacts or new forest 
fragmentation.  We determined that these existing 
private roads should not contribute to a new impact on 
CFAs; therefore, those existing roads were removed 
from the analysis. 
 
CPG001-19:  Based on our communications with the 
USFWS, we have removed the preliminary 
determination of likely to adversely affect for the 
Indiana bat and will await the results of surveys and 
further USFWS consultations. 
 
CPG001-20:  Based on our communications with the 
USFWS, we have removed the preliminary 
determination of likely to adversely affect for the 
NLEB and will await the results of surveys and further 
USFWS consultations. 
 
CPG001-21:  Section 4.8.1.2.1 has been revised in 
response to this comment. 
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CPG001 - Columbia Gas Transmission, LLC (continued)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This figure was submitted by Columbia Gas in association with the 
comment labeled as CPG001-18. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q-377



APPLICANTS 

 

CPG001 - Columbia Gas Transmission, LLC (continued)  
 
 
 

 
 
This figure was submitted by Columbia Gas in association with the 
comment labeled as CPG001-18. 
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CPG002 - Columbia Gulf Transmission, LLC 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CPG002 comments and responses begin on the next page. 
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CPG002 - Columbia Gulf Transmission, LLC (continued)  

 

 
 
 
CPG002-1: 
Columbia Gulf’s comment letter included four Attachments: 
Attachment 1 – NRCS Consultations 
Attachment 2 – Environmental Construction Standards (April 2017) 
Attachment 3 – USFWS Consultations 
Attachment 4 – Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Consultations 
 
Columbia Gulf’s comment submission, including the four above-listed 
attachments, are available for viewing in their entirety on the FERC’s 
eLibrary at http;//www.ferc.gov.  Using the “eLibrary” link, select 
“Advanced Search” from the eLibrary menu and enter 201704241-5224 in 
the “Numbers:  Accession Number” field. 
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CPG002 - Columbia Gulf Transmission, LLC (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CPG002-2:  Given the information on the record, FERC staff determined 
that the MXP and GXP have similar timelines and other interrelated aspects, 
and as such, the projects were considered in one EIS.  Section 1.0 has been 
updated in response to this comment. 
 
 
 
 
 
CPG002-3:  This information has been incorporated into section 3.6.1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CPG002-4:  Section 4.1.4.5.2 has been updated to reflect this information. 
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CPG002 - Columbia Gulf Transmission, LLC (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CPG002-5:  Comment noted and corresponding updates have been made to 
section 4.2.3.2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CPG002-6:  Comment noted.  This recommendation has been removed.  
The revised ECS is included as appendix D-2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CPG002-7:  This recommendation has been removed and the text in section 
4.3.1.3.2 has been updated accordingly. 
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CPG002 - Columbia Gulf Transmission, LLC (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CPG002-8:  Section 4.3.2.3.2 has been revised to reflect the correct 
information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CPG002-9:  Survey dates have been updated in section 4.4.1.2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CPG002-10:  Section 4.7.3.2 has been revised to indicate consultations are 
complete for the snuffbox mussel. 
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CPG002 - Columbia Gulf Transmission, LLC (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CPG002-11:  Section 4.7.10.2 has been updated to reflect this consultation 
and concurrence from the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CPG002-12:  Section 4.8.1.1.2 has been revised to address this discrepancy.  
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CPG002 - Columbia Gulf Transmission, LLC (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CPG002-13:  Section 4.8.1.2.2 has been revised based on this comment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CPG002-14:  This recommendation has been revised. 
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CPG002 - Columbia Gulf Transmission, LLC (continued)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CPG002-15:  Section 4.9.5.2, among other locations in the EIS, has been 
revised to indicate that this compressor station would employ two full-time 
workers. 
 
 
 
 
CPG002-16:  See response to comment CPG002-15. 
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