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Alaska LNG Project 
Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 

Introduction 

Between the issuance of the Notice of Availability (NOA) for the draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (draft EIS) on June 28, 2019, and the close of the comment period on October 3, 2019, the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) received 116 individual written letters commenting on the draft 
EIS, including 3 letters from federal agencies, 5 letters from state agencies and officials (including one 
combined letter from various Alaska state agencies); 11 letters from local government agencies and 
officials; 4 letters from Alaska Native Corporations; 30 letters from companies and organizations; 60 letters 
from individuals; and 3 letters from AGDC.  We held eight public comment meetings to provide the public 
the opportunity to comment verbally on the draft EIS.  A total of 35 people commented at the meetings.  A 
number of the verbal comments were also provided as written comments.  We received some comment 
letters filed after the close of the official comment period, which we have we considered and included in 
the analysis to the extent possible. 

This appendix presents our responses to relevant comments provided on the draft EIS.  Comment 
letters are classified as follows: 

• CM: Comment Meetings 
• FA: Federal Agencies 
• SA: State Agencies 
• LG: Local Governments 
• ANC: Alaska Native Corporations 
• CO: Companies and Organizations 
• IND: Individuals 
• A: Applicant 

An index is provided above that includes the comment code, name, and page number.  Comments 
are provided in the following section, with our responses provided along the right margin.  Some of the 
comment letters also contained attachments and appendices that were not direct comments on the draft EIS 
or the Project.  These attachments have not been included in this final EIS appendix, but can be found on 
the FERC eLibrary filed under the applicable accession numbers shown in the flysheets at the end of the 
comment letter. 
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Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Comment Meeting, Utqiagvik 
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CM-1 Comment Meeting, Utqiagvik (cont’d) 
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CM-1 Comment Meeting, Utqiagvik (cont’d) 
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CM-1 Comment Meeting, Utqiagvik (cont’d) 
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CM-1 Comment Meeting, Utqiagvik (cont’d) 
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CM-1 Comment Meeting, Utqiagvik (cont’d) 
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CM-1 Comment Meeting, Utqiagvik (cont’d) 
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CM-1 Comment Meeting, Utqiagvik (cont’d) 
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CM-1 Comment Meeting, Utqiagvik (cont’d) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-1 AGDC’s Gravel Sourcing Plan and Reclamation Measures describes the 
material requirements, sources, extraction protocols, transportation logistics, 
and reclamation measures for gravel sourcing.  Instructions for accessing this 
plan were provided in table 2.2-1 of the draft EIS and likewise are provided in 
table 2.2-1 of the final EIS.  The plan identifies the permit requirements for use 
of existing sites or development of new sites for gravel sourcing, which 
includes the North Slope Borough's Industrial Development and Use Permit 
(Form 100).  AGDC would file a final Gravel Sourcing Plan and Reclamation 
Measures prior to construction. 
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CM-1 Comment Meeting, Utqiagvik (cont’d) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-2 Section 4.11 of the final EIS describes the potential economic benefits of the 
Project to surrounding communities.  To-date, AGDC has identified three 
locations along the Mainline Pipeline to allow for future interconnects with 
lateral pipelines to provide in-state deliveries of natural gas to third-party 
utility or industrial customers.  Other future interconnections could be 
established during the life of the Project to accommodate other communities 
surrounding the pipeline. 
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CM-1 Comment Meeting, Utqiagvik (cont’d) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-3 Utqiagvik’s subsistence resources are discussed in section 4.14.3.1 of the final EIS. 
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CM-1 Comment Meeting, Utqiagvik (cont’d) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-4 Section 4.11.2.2 of the final EIS discusses general economic impacts on state and local 
economies as well as measures AGDC would take to ensure the use of Alaskan-based 
labor sources, when possible.   
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CM-1 Comment Meeting, Utqiagvik (cont’d) 
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CM-1 Comment Meeting, Utqiagvik (cont’d) 
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CM-1 Comment Meeting, Utqiagvik (cont’d) 
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CM-1 Comment Meeting, Utqiagvik (cont’d) 
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CM-1 Comment Meeting, Utqiagvik (cont’d) 
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CM-1 Comment Meeting, Utqiagvik (cont’d) 
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CM-1 Comment Meeting, Utqiagvik (cont’d) 
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CM2 – Comment Meeting, Trapper Creek 
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CM2 – Comment Meeting, Trapper Creek (cont’d) 
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CM2 – Comment Meeting, Trapper Creek (cont’d) 
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CM2 – Comment Meeting, Trapper Creek (cont’d) 
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CM2 – Comment Meeting, Trapper Creek (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-1 Comment noted. 
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CM2 – Comment Meeting, Trapper Creek (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-2 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-3 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

C
C

-27 

CM2 – Comment Meeting, Trapper Creek (cont’d) 
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CM2 – Comment Meeting, Trapper Creek (cont’d) 
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CM2 – Comment Meeting, Trapper Creek (cont’d) 
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CM2 – Comment Meeting, Trapper Creek (cont’d) 
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CM3 – Comment Meeting Transcript, Healy 
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CM3 – Comment Meeting Transcript, Healy (cont’d) 
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CM3 – Comment Meeting Transcript, Healy (cont’d) 
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CM3 – Comment Meeting Transcript, Healy (cont’d) 
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CM3 – Comment Meeting Transcript, Healy (cont’d) 
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CM3 – Comment Meeting Transcript, Healy (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

C
C

-38 

CM3 – Comment Meeting Transcript, Healy (cont’d) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM3-1 The draft EIS, issued on June 28, 2019, was made available to the public in 
several ways and contained detailed maps and analysis of the Project.  The 
draft EIS was mailed to federal, state, and local government agencies; elected 
officials; Alaska Native tribal governments and ANCSA Corporations; local 
libraries and newspapers; property owners that could be affected by Project 
facilities; individuals requesting intervenor status in FERC’s proceedings; and 
other interested parties (e.g., individuals and environmental and public interest 
groups who provided scoping comments or asked to remain on the mailing 
list).  Copies of the draft EIS were made available to the public at public 
libraries along the route.  The document was also available electronically via 
the FERC website at http://www.ferc.gov.  The public was given 90 days after 
the date of the publication in the Federal Register to review and comment on 
the draft EIS either in the form of written comments and/or verbal comments at 
public comment meetings.  To assist the public in its review, 2-page 
community summaries were provided at each of the public comment meetings 
to highlight the major findings of the draft EIS for that particular area. 
 
Additional information on the outreach conducted for the Project and the 
opportunities for public review of and comment on the Project is provided in 
section 1.3 of the final EIS.  Detailed mapping information is also available on 
AGDC's Project website (https://alaska-lng.com/).   
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CM3 – Comment Meeting Transcript, Healy (cont’d) 
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CM3 – Comment Meeting Transcript, Healy (cont’d) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

CM3-2 See the response to comment CM3-1. 
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CM3 – Comment Meeting Transcript, Healy (cont’d) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM3-3 Section 4.9.4 of the final EIS addresses both construction and operational 
impacts on recreation, including longer-term impacts, where applicable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM3-4 Impacts on recreational land uses are addressed in section 4.9.4 of the final EIS 
and impacts on the recreational economy of the Project area are addressed in 
section 4.11.7 of the final EIS. 
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CM3 – Comment Meeting Transcript, Healy (cont’d) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM3-5 Impacts on visual resources are discussed in section 4.10 of the final EIS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM3-6 Impacts on recreational land uses are addressed in section 4.9.4 of the final EIS 
and impacts on the recreational economy of the Project area are addressed in 
section 4.11.7 of the final EIS. 

 
CM3-7 On July 27, 2016, FERC issued a Supplemental Notice Requesting Comments 

on the Denali National Park and Preserve Alternative for the Planned Alaska 
LNG Project.  On August 23, 2016, FERC held a public forum within the 
DNPP to discuss the route alternative through the DNPP.  The official 
comment period for the supplemental notice closed on September 25, 2016, but 
FERC continued to accept comments after that date and through the 
publication of the draft EIS in June 2019.  A detailed analysis of the Denali 
Alternative was provided in section 3.6.2 of the draft EIS.  As indicated in 
section 3.6.2, we concluded that the selection of the proposed route or the 
selection of the Denali Alternative were both acceptable, without significant 
environmental advantages from either, and that the overall resource impacts 
resulting from the adoption of either route would not affect any of the 
significance determinations disclosed in section 4.0 and summarized in section 
5.0 of the EIS.  The supplemental information provided by AGDC as part of its 
formal adoption of the Denali Alternative into the proposed Project is largely 
the same as the information provided in its April 2017 application and 
responses to data requests filed well before the issuance of the draft EIS.  It is 
that information that was used to prepare the analysis provided in section 3.6.2 
and now used to update sections 4.0 and 5.0 of the final EIS to reflect the 
change in the proposed Project.  The information provided during the draft EIS 
comment period did not change our overall analysis or conclusion that the 
route is acceptable. 

 
CM3-8 Impacts on recreational land uses are addressed in section 4.9.4 of the final EIS 

and impacts on the recreational economy of the Project area are addressed in 
section 4.11.7 of the final EIS.  A cost benefit analysis is not required to inform 
the impact significance determinations of the EIS. 
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CM3 – Comment Meeting Transcript, Healy (cont’d) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM3-9 Section 4.9.4 of the final EIS addresses consistency with federal recreation 
management policies. 
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CM3 – Comment Meeting Transcript, Healy (cont’d) 
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CM3 – Comment Meeting Transcript, Healy (cont’d) 
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CM3 – Comment Meeting Transcript, Healy (cont’d) 
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CM3 – Comment Meeting Transcript, Healy (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

C
C

-49 

CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-1 Comment noted. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-2 Impacts on bear and moose are discussed in section 4.6.1.3 of the final EIS. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-3 Section 4.9.2.2 of the final EIS addresses easement negotiations and 
compensation for easements.  Section 4.11.5.4 of the final EIS addresses 
potential impacts on property values. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-4 Sections 4.15 and 4.16 of the final EIS, respectively, describe the air quality 
and noise impacts associated with Project construction and operation.  The 
Project would be in compliance with National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS) and FERC noise standards. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-5 Comment noted. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-6 Comment noted. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-7 Comment noted. 

 
 
 
 

CM4-8 Where applicable, the EIS has been revised to correct or add information to the 
analysis based on public comments. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-9 Impacts on bear and moose are discussed in section 4.6.1.3 of the final EIS. 

 
 
 
 
 

CM4-10 Comment noted. 

 
 
 
 

CM4-11 Section 4.10.2 of the final EIS has been updated to address this comment.   
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-12 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-13 As discussed in section 2.1.4.1 of the final EIS, AGDC proposes to use 
construction right-of-way widths that vary from 65 to 185 feet for the onshore 
portion of the Mainline Pipeline depending on construction mode.  See also 
Figures 2.2.2-1 through 2.2.2-6, which depict typical right-of-way 
configurations by pipeline construction mode. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-14 The proposed Mainline Pipeline route generally follows existing corridors for 
most of its length.  Additionally, as discussed in section 2.1.4.1 of the final 
EIS, approximately 20 percent of the route is parallel to and within 100 feet of 
an existing linear corridor facility (e.g., a pipeline, road, or electric 
transmission line) and another 16 percent is within designated utility corridors. 

 
 
 

 
CM4-15 Prior to construction, AGDC would file an updated list of public water wells 

within 500 feet of the Project and private water wells and springs within 150 
feet of construction workspace based on the survey results.  As discussed in 
section 4.3.1.5 of the final EIS, AGDC would conduct pre-construction private 
and public water well surveys within 150 feet on construction workspace 
where the Mainline Facilities cross the Interior and South-Central Hydrologic 
Regions and in the Liquefaction Facilities area, contingent on landowner 
approval.  The residence associated with the private well mentioned in this 
comment is greater than 500 feet from the Mainline Pipeline. 

CM4-16 See the response to comment CM4-3. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-17 See the updates to section 3.6.1.2 of the final EIS regarding the Cook Inlet 
West Alternative. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-18 See the updates to section 3.6.1.2 of the final EIS regarding the Cook Inlet 
West Alternative. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-19 As discussed in section 1.1 of the final EIS, the Commission’s purpose for 
reviewing the Project is based on its obligations under Section 3 of the NGA, 
which requires the Commission to consider as part of its decision to authorize 
natural gas facilities, all factors bearing on the public interest.  Specifically, 
regarding whether to authorize natural gas facilities used for export, the 
Commission would authorize the proposal unless it finds that the proposed 
facilities would not be consistent with the public interest.  The Commission’s 
environmental staff prepared the EIS in compliance with NEPA to assess the 
anticipated environmental impacts from construction and operation of the 
Project.  The Commission will consider the findings in the EIS during its 
decision-making process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-20 Potential impacts from a breach of Suneva Lake Dam are discussed in section 
4.1.3.10 of the final EIS. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-21 Impacts on bear and moose are discussed in section 4.6.1.3 of the final EIS. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CM4-22 Sections 3.6.1.2 and 4.3.3.3 of the final EIS have been updated to address this 
comment.  Also, see the updated discussion in section 2.2.2.2 of the final EIS 
regarding the status of PHMSA's review of the offshore pipeline. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-23 Comment noted. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

C
C

-74 

CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-24 Comment noted. 
 
 

CM4-25 Comment noted.  Sections 4.6.1.2, 4.9.1.2, 4.11.7.3, and 4.14 of the final EIS 
discuss impacts from hunting due to the increased access to remote areas that 
would be provided by the Mainline Pipeline and access roads. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-26 See the updates to section 3.6.1.2 of the final EIS regarding the Cook Inlet 
West Alternative. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-27 See the updates to section 3.6.1.2 of the final EIS regarding the Cook Inlet 
West Alternative. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-28 Comment noted. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-29 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-30 Comment noted. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-31 Comment noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-32 In some cases, local government entities may receive impact payments in lieu 
of oil and gas property taxes; however, no formal agreements on impact 
payments have been reached between AGDC and state or local entities at this 
time.  See the updates to section 4.11.6.2 of the final EIS regarding this issue. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 

CM4-33 The Kenai Spur Highway Relocation Project is discussed in section 4.19.2.3 of 
the final EIS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-34 Comment noted. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-35 See the updates to section 3.6.1.2 of the final EIS regarding the Cook Inlet 
West Alternative. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-36 Comment noted. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-37 Comment noted. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-38 Comment noted. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CM4-39 Section 4.9.1.2 of the final EIS has been updated to acknowledge this 
comment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-40 Comment noted. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CM4-41 Comment noted. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-42 Comment noted. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-43 The Kenai Spur Highway Relocation Project is discussed in section 4.19.2.3 
of the final EIS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-44 Comment noted. 
 
 
 

CM4-45 The Kenai Municipal Water System Upgrades Project is discussed in section 
4.19.2.4 of the final EIS. 

 
 
 
 
 

CM4-46 Comment noted. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-47 Project operations are discussed in section 2.5 of the final EIS.  Reliability and 
safety of the Project are discussed in section 4.18 of the final EIS. 
 
 
 

CM4-48 Comment noted. 
CM4-49 Trench depth and depth of cover for the Mainline Pipeline are discussed in 

section 2.2.2.1 of the final EIS. 

CM4-50 Impacts on groundwater and water wells are addressed in section 4.3.1 of the 
final EIS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-51 See the response to comment CM4-50. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CM4-52 Comment noted. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-53 Comment noted. 
 
 



 

 

C
C

-102 

CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM4-54 The Kenai Spur Highway Relocation Project is discussed in section 4.19.2.3 of 
the final EIS. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CM4-55 Comment noted. 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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 CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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CM4 – Comment Meeting, Nikiski (cont’d) 
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