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                             PROCEEDINGS  

                                                          

7:12 p.m.  

          MS. JOHNSON: Good evening.  On  

behalf of the FERC,  I want to welcome all of you here  

tonight.  Let the record show that the Mid Atlantic  

Connector Expansion Scoping Meeting, in Centreville,  

Virginia began at 7:12 p.m., on August 4th, 2010.  My  

name is Gertrude Johnson, and I am an Environmental  

Project Manager with the Federal Energy Regulatory  

Commission, or FERC.  To my right is Danny Laffoon,  

who is also an Environmental Project Manger with  

FERC.  Kelley Parse and Larry Sauter, also with FERC  

are at the sign-in table by the entrance.  We also have one  

more representative from the FERC here, in the back of  

the room.  

     The purpose of this meeting is to give you the  

opportunity to provide environmental comments  

specifically on TransContinental Gas Pipeline  

Companys  or TransCo,s planned project.  TransCo  20 

entered into the FERC pre-filing process on April 23rd,  21 

2010, at which time we began our review of the facilities  22 

that TransCo refers to as the Mid Atlantic Connector  23 

Expansion Project.  24 

     If built, the planned project would enable  25 
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TransCo to increase capacity by 142,000 decatherms per  1 
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day, from which Cascade Creek Interconnect in  1 

Rockingham County, North Carolina to delivery points to  2 

Virginia and Maryland.  The project facilities include  3 

construction, of about 1.4 miles of a new 42 inch  4 

diameter pipeline, from TransCos compressor station,  5 

185, northward to Fairfax county, and replacement of  6 

about 1.4 miles of the  existing pipeline, with the new  7 

pipeline in Fairfax County.  The project also includes  8 

relocation of a pig  launcher in Fairfax County to  9 

TransCos existing compressor station, 185, and new and  10 

replacement compressor units at TransCos existing  11 

compressor stations 165 and 175 in Pennsylvania and  12 

Fluvanna County, Virginia.  13 

     TransCo is a wholly owned subsidiary of  14 

Williams Gas Pipeline.  So you will hear me tonight refer  15 

to TransCo, rather than Williams.  But in a little while I  16 

will ask a Williams representative to take the floor, to  17 

present a more detailed project description.  The  18 

Williams team will be available in the back of the room,  19 

after the formal meeting is closed, and will be able to  20 

provide additional project information, and answer your  21 

questions regarding the project.  22 

     Right now Im going to talk a little bit about the  23 

scoping process and public involvement in FERCs  24 

projects in general.  The main FERC docket number for  25 
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the Mid Atlantic Connector Expansion project is PF  1 

10-16-000.  The PF, means that we are in the pre-filing  2 

stage of the process.  No formal application has been  3 

filed with FERC for the Project.  Once TransCo files a  4 

formal application, a new docket number will be  5 

assigned, with a CP prefix.  For those who are more  6 

visually oriented, we have a clear flow diagram located  7 

next to the sign-in table, that provides an overview of the  8 

FERC environmental review process, including the  9 

pre-filing stage.  10 

     The National Environmental Policy Act requires  11 

that the commission take into consideration the  12 

environmental impacts associated with new natural gas  13 

facilities, which it approves.  Scoping is our term for  14 

soliciting input from the public, before the environmental  15 

analysis begins.  The idea is to get information from the  16 

public as well as agencies and other groups, so that we  17 

can focus our review on issues of concern.  The scoping  18 

period for this proposal started on July 15th, when we  19 

issued our Notice of Intent to prepare an environmental  20 

assessment or NOI. In that NOI, we describe the  21 

environmental review process, and the steps the FERC  22 

and cooperating agencies will take to prepare  23 

environmental assessments, or EA.  24 

     The National Park Service will be a cooperating  25 
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agency in preparing the EA.  Bryan Gorsira, from the  1 

Park Service, is here to answer any questions about the  2 

project on Park Service lands, and  Im trying to point,  3 

ah, in the back of the room.  We have extra copies of the  4 

NOI at the table in the back, if you did not receive one,  5 

and I would ask you to please put your name and mailing  6 

address on our attendees list at the sign-in table, if you  7 

havent already done so.  We have set an ending date of  8 

August 16th, 2010 for this scoping period.  9 

     An important step in the environmental review  10 

process and the preparation of an EA is to determine  11 

which environmental resource issues are most important  12 

to you.  Your comments and concerns, along with those  13 

of other people and agencies participating in this process,  14 

will be used to focus our environmental analysis.  Your  15 

comments tonight, together with any written comments  16 

you have already filed, or intend to file, will be included  17 

in the record as comments on the environmental  18 

proceedings.  19 

     We then take your comments and other  20 

information and conduct an independent analysis of the  21 

projects potential impacts.  We will publish those  22 

findings in the EA, which will be placed in the public  23 

record.  Depending on the comments received during the  24 

scoping process, the EA may be published and distributed  25 
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to the public.  The comment period will be allotted if the  1 

EA is published for review.  We will consider all  2 

comments on the EA before we make our  3 

recommendations to the commission.  4 

     You may have noticed the return mailer attached  5 

to the back of the NOI.  As I said, copies of the NOI are  6 

at the sign-in table.  You can use this mailer to notify us  7 

that you want to be removed from the mailing list.  If you  8 

received an NOI, and want to remain on the mailing list,  9 

you dont need to do anything.  If you did not receive the  10 

NOI and wanted to be added to the mailing list, please  11 

sign up at the table near the entrance tonight, and you will 12 

be put on the mailing list, or provide comments to FERC,  13 

that include your address, otherwise, you will not receive  14 

anything else from the FERC or the project.  Of course if  15 

you are an affected land owner, you will probably still  16 

receive information and contact directly from TransCo.  17 

     Also please note that a CD is issued for public  18 

comment, that default format is a CD ROM..  Many folks  19 

like cds, and if it works for you, great.  This is what will 20 

arrive in your mailbox.  However, if you prefer to have a  21 

paper copy mailed to you, you must indicate that choice  22 

on the return mailer attached to the NOI.  Or indicate that  23 

you want a paper copy tonight, if you signed in at the  24 

sign-in table at the back, to be added to the FERC  25 
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mailing list.  1 

     Now I am going to differentiate the roles of the  2 

FERC Commission and of the FERC environmental staff.  3 

The five member commission, which is appointed by the  4 

President and confirmed by the Senate, is responsible for  5 

making determination on whether to issue a Certificate of  6 

Public Convenience and Necessity to TransCo.  The EA,  7 

prepared by the FERC environmental staff, of which I am  8 

a part, does not make that decision, and the EA is not an  9 

decision document.  In general, an EA describes a  10 

projects facilities and associated environmental impacts,  11 

alternatives to the project, mitigation to avoid or reduce  12 

impact, and our conclusions and recommendations.  13 

     The EA is used to advise the commission, and to  14 

disclose to the public the environmental impact of  15 

constructing and operating the planned project.  The  16 

commission will consider the environmental information  17 

from the EA, public comments, as well as a host of  18 

non-environmental issues, such as engineering, markets,  19 

rates, finances, tariffs, design and costs, in making an  20 

informed decision  on whether or not to approve the  21 

project.  Only after taking the environmental and  22 

non-environmental factors into consideration, will the  23 

commission make its final decision on whether or not to  24 

approve the project.  Are there any questions about the  25 
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scoping process or the FERC roles in this proceeding?  1 

     I will now turn the floor to Kristin Weindel, from  2 

Williams to give a project overview.  3 

          MS. WEINDEL: Good evening, my name  4 

is Kristin Weindel, and I am with Williams.  I am the  5 

project manager for this piece of the Mid Atlantic  6 

Connector project, which we like to  refer to as MAC.  7 

Sorry.  Should I start over?  8 

          COURT REPORTER: No, youre fine.  9 

          MS. WEINDEL: Can you hear me now?  10 

Again, my name is Kristin Weindel, I am with Williams.  11 

I am the project  manager for this piece of the MAC  12 

project.  We like to refer to this piece as the Bull Run  13 

loop.  The proposed scope is 2.8 miles of new pipe,  14 

which our preferred option is to have about half of it be a  15 

loop , which would start at our Compressor Station 185  16 

on the other side of I-66, come under the interstate,  17 

through the Bull Run National Park, up near the Luck  18 

Stone Quarry.  Where we would like to start a  19 

replacement of our current B line, which is our second  20 

line that was put in.  It will then go 1.4 miles to the Cove 21 

Point interconnect here in the Virginia Run Subdivision.  22 

     This scope would allow us to remove the pigable  23 

Y, that was constructed in 2007, along with the above  24 

ground appurtenances  associated with the pigable Y, on  25 
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our 8 units.  It would also allow us to remove the D Line  1 

launcher, that was also constructed in 2007.  2 

     There is one valve, right there with the D Line  3 

launcher that would need to remain.  It is an interconnect  4 

valve with Dominion Cove Point,  which is the  5 

intersection right there.  There is 1 pipeline coming in  6 

from the east, and we are running north and south.  This  7 

is to remain, to keep that interconnect viable.  So there  8 

would be one valve with its appurtenances above  9 

ground, so there would be 1 section of fence left out  10 

there.  11 

     We have a visual depiction of both before and  12 

after.  There are copies of before and after pictures at the 13 

back table.  And we would like to construct in the  14 

summer of 2012.  15 

     Besides this piece of the project, we would also  16 

like to add compression at two of our facilities, one in a  17 

Pennsylvania county and one down  in South Virginia,.  It  18 

is a CAT 3612, its about 3,550 horsepower, at a existing  19 

facility, within a fence, all on Trans Co property.  And we  20 

would also like to construct a new 30,000 horsepower  21 

facility at our current station in Fluvanna County,  22 

Virginia.  That would replace 4 current units, which are  23 

reciprocating units with an electrical 30 thousand  24 

horsepower unit.  25 
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     That is the more detailed scope of the project.  1 

          MS. JOHNSON: Thank you.  After our  2 

meeting is adjourned tonight, representatives from  3 

Williams will be available with project maps and will be  4 

on hand to answer questions about the project.  Okay,  5 

Ive talked long enough, and now we will move into the  6 

part of the meeting where we will hear comments from  7 

you.  If you would rather not speak tonight, you may  8 

provide us with written comments tonight.  There is a  9 

form, where you can write comments and give them to  10 

me or Kelley Parse at the sign-in table, or mail them to  11 

the secretary of the Commission, by following the  12 

procedures outlined in the NOI, and on the comment  13 

form.  Whether you verbally provide your comments, or  14 

mail them in, they will be considered by FERC.  Now I  15 

would like to call our first speaker.  16 

     Please note that this meeting is being recorded by  17 

a transcription service, so all of your comments will be  18 

transcribed and put into the public record.  To help the  19 

court reporter produce an accurate record of this meeting,  20 

I ask that you please follow some ground rules.  If you  21 

signed up to speak, when we call your name, please come  22 

forward to the podium, and say your name and please  23 

spell your name also.  Identify any agency or group that  24 

you are representing, and define any acronyms you may  25 
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use.  For everyone else in the audience, please respect the  1 

speaker.  The first speaker tonight is Philip Shapiro.  2 

          MR. SHAPIRO: My name is Philip  3 

Shapiro, S-H-A-P-I-R-O, and I am a resident of Virginia  4 

Run and Williams TransCo is one of my closest  5 

neighbors.  6 

     First of all, I want to thank Ms. Johnson and Mr.  7 

Laffoon for being here, and for other members of the  8 

FERC staff.  And this is the second public hearing that  9 

there has been in this pre-filing proceeding, and it is  10 

much appreciated by the community.  It is in stark  11 

contrast to the experience that we had several years ago,  12 

when the impression of the community was that this was  13 

a done deal by the time that we first learned what was  14 

going on.  15 

     Im just speaking for myself, but I think Im  16 

speaking for many people in saying that this is the way  17 

that we expect due process to work, and that hopefully  18 

should there be further proceedings of this nature, that the 19 

FERC will adhere to due process, the way it is being  20 

conducted in this proceeding.  21 

     Ive handed you two documents, the first one are  22 

written comments , which I submitted to the Secretary of  23 

the FERC, on June the 8th,  which coincided with the first  24 

hearing that was here.  In there I reviewed some of the  25 
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history that occurred with me, with respect to the pigging  1 

facilities that were installed, and I requested 2 things.  2 

     First, if the facilities are removed, whatever land  3 

rights TransCo received as a result of the last round, that  4 

they be fully restored to the Virginia Run Association.  5 

     Secondly, in the event that the application is not  6 

approved, or its modified in such a way that pigging  7 

facilities should remain, they should be relocated to a  8 

place which is safer.  In our last proceeding, which was  9 

CP 06421 000, which at that time was characterized as  10 

the Potomac Expansion Project, the community  11 

submitted an affidavit with the report of an engineer that  12 

we retained.  The engineer noted that "Locating the  13 

pigging facilities, and having these connections between  14 

the Dominion Cove facilities and those of TransCo in  15 

such a populated area poses numerous safety concerns, as  16 

well as the obvious intrusion of an industrial facility  17 

inside a residential community."  This is on page 2, and  18 

you have a copy of that, and that is part of the record in  19 

the last proceeding, and I ask that it be incorporated in the 20 

environmental phase of the record in this proceeding..  21 

     Continuing on under that point, numbering point  22 

two, second sentence.  "Historically, interconnections  23 

between pipelines have been shown to be locations of  24 

potential failure, due to the additional stresses related to 25 
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differential movement of the pipelines."  This affidavit  1 

and my comments, those are the 2 documents that Ive  2 

shown you, have already been provided to Williams.  The  3 

affidavit in the previous proceeding and the letter in this  4 

proceeding, as indicated by the ccs on the June 8th letter  5 

for the June 8th letter.  6 

     What I indicated in the June 8th letter was that  7 

over our objections the pigging facility was located in the  8 

most dense part of this community, and on 2 occasions  9 

there have been leaks that have come from the valves that  10 

are there, near my house.  It is my understanding that  11 

transmission natural gas does not have an odorant,  12 

therefore the way that one detects it, if at all, is by 13 

seeing perhaps bubbling, youre got air going through liquid, 14 

but more likely a hissing sound.  And that was the occasion, 15 

we heard hissing sounds, called the company, and they  16 

did come out promptly, and shut the valves.  But had I  17 

not been the guinea pig, you know, had there been a spark  18 

in the community, there would have been a conflagration.  19 

The pigging facility should not be located in the middle  20 

of a residential area.  They should be moved to a safer  21 

location, as our engineer recommended 3 years ago to  22 

this commission..  23 

          Finally, I again say that if for some reason,  24 

hopefully the facilities will be removed, and if theyre  25 
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not, they should be moved closer to the park, down at  1 

Cub Run.  But if the application is approved, and I  2 

assume that it will be approved, I would ask that the  3 

FERC insist that whatever property rights, whatever they  4 

are, because theyre easements, it wasnt a license, it was  5 

an easement, the duration is unclear.  Whatever property  6 

rights this community had to surrender, be fully restored  7 

to the community.  Thank you.  8 

          MS. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Shapiro,  9 

for your comments.  The FERC environmental staff  10 

typically allows the company and the landowner or  11 

property owner to negotiate easements, kind of as a  12 

separate process from the environmental staff, but your  13 

comment is being put in the public record.  Thank you for  14 

coming.  15 

     Is there anyone else who would like to speak at  16 

this time?  No takers?  Okay.  17 

          MR. BOYLE: Gertrude?  18 

          MS. JOHNSON: Yes?  19 

          MR. BOYLE: Hi, my name is Mike  20 

Boyle, I work with the FERC also.  And I just noticed  21 

looking through the Notice of Intent that tonight is being  22 

handed out, and was mailed to all the stakeholders, on  23 

July 15th.  In the public participation section it tells you 24 

different ways to provide comments to FERC.  The first  25 
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of those says, "Use the Quick Comment method."  1 

     Well, since this document was issued, the FERC  2 

electronic library system has gotten rid of the Quick  3 

Comment.  So if you go on our website looking to use the  4 

Quick Comment, you wont find it.  A very similar  5 

process is there though, its just now called, E-Comment.  6 

You still would look on the FERC website under the  7 

documents and filings, and it will give you the different  8 

ways to submit your comments, and one of those is  9 

E-Comment.  You just click on it and you can send in  10 

some portion of text, along with lines of, I dont know  11 

what it is, 40 lines or something.  There cant be any  12 

pictures or graphics attached, you have to use the  13 

E-Filing for that.  But I just wanted you all to know that,  14 

so you werent frustrated with Quick Comment.  Thank  15 

you.  16 

          MS. JOHNSON: Thank you Mike.  If no  17 

one else would like to speak at this time, the formal part  18 

of this meeting will close.  Anyone wishing to purchase a  19 

copy of the transcript should make those arrangements  20 

with the transcriber.  Id like to mention the FERC  21 

website.  Within our website there is a link called,  22 

E-Library, you type in the docket number PF 10-16, you  23 

can use E-Library to gain access to everything in the  24 

public record concerning this project, as well as all the  25 
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filings, information submitted by TransCo.  On behalf of  1 

the Federal Regulatory Commission, I want to thank you  2 

for coming tonight, let the record show that the Mid  3 

Atlantic Connector Expansion Scoping Meeting in  4 

Centreville, Virginia, concluded at 7:35 p.m..  5 

(WHEREUPON, Proceedings were concluded at 7:35  6 

p.m.)  7 
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