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(Proceedings, 7:00 p.m.)

MR. KOPKA: Good evening everyone.
Welcome. My name is Bob Kopka. | work for the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, also referred
to as FERC, the F-E-R-C, or the Commission, which is
located in Washington, DC. I am the environmental
project manager for the Guardian Expansion and
Extension Project.

This 1s a public meeting to take comments
on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, or
DEIS, issued and written by the FERC as the lead
federal agency for Guardian®s Proposed Project with
input from other cooperating agencies. The comments
received tonight and any filed written comments
received will be addressed in the Final EIS for the
proposed project.

Let the record show that this public
meeting began at 7:07 p.m. on Wednesday, May 16,
2007 at the Bauer Ramada Plaza Hotel in Fond du Lac,
Wisconsin. And just to remind for everyone, if you
have a cell phone, would you please turn it down or
turn 1t off. Thank you.

Also with me tonight Is a representative
from our third party environmental contractor, Tetra

Tech EC, Inc. Or Tetra Tech. Let me introduce
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Jennifer Ghiloni who is at the sign-in table. From
our cooperating agencies, we have Steve Ugoretz from
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources who"s
up front with me at the front table.

On October 13, 2006, Guardian Pipeline,
LLC filed an application under Section 7 of the
Natural Gas Act in Docket No. CP0O7-8 to construct
natural gas facilities, including two new compressor
stations, one in Dekalb County, IL and one in
Walworth County, WI; and 109.5 miles of new pipeline
consisting of 83.6 miles of 30-inch-diameter and
25.9 miles of 20-inch-diameter pipeline iIn
Wisconsin.

Also Guardian would modify its existing
Ixonia Meter Station and would construct seven new
meter stations along the new pipeline to deliver gas
to We Energies and the Wisconsin Public Service
Corporation. The project originally proposed is
covered in more detail in the DEIS.

On April 25, 2007, Guardian filed an
amendment for a 23-mile long reroute at the northern
end of the project in Brown and Outagamie Counties
beginning at milepost 95.3 which would bring the new
pipeline total length to 118.4 miles. Guardian also

proposed to relocate the Sycamore Compressor Station
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in DeKalb County, IL and relocate the Rubicon and
Sheboygan Meter Stations in Dodge and Fond du Lac
Counties, respectively.

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
will decide 1T authorization of the Guardian
Expansion and Extension Project is in the public
convenience and necessity. The Commission itself is
composed of five commissioners who are appointed by
the President and confirmed by the Senate. One of
the commissioners is designated as chairman,
currently Joseph Kelliher.

As part of the decision making process,
the Commission must consider the environmental
impacts of the project and comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 as amended, or
NEPA. In order to comply with NEPA, we produced the
draft EIS, so that the public has an opportunity to
review the proposed project.

Pursuant to NEPA, a cooperating agency
has jurisdiction by law or special expertise related
to project-specific environmental impacts, and those
agencies that choose to cooperate may adopt the EIS
to meet their own obligations for compliance with
NEPA 1T applicable.

We i1ssued the DEIS on April 13, 2007 with
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a closing comment date of May 29, 2007. 1 do
encourage you, if you are not speaking tonight and
would like to comment, to send In your comments
early so we receive them by May 29th; or, provide
your comments on the form we have that you can give
to us this evening or which you can also mail in.
You may also file comments electronically and those
directions are in the first few pages of the DEIS.
We also have a few brochures available at the
sign-in table entitled "Your Guide to Electronic
Information at FERC"™ that may also be useful.

At this time, 1 would like to ask Steve
Ugoretz to discuss the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resource®s role for a few minutes.

MR. UGORETZ: Thanks, Bob. The Wisconsin
DNR has a number of great authorities that apply to
both the Guardian Mainline Project and the Lateral
Connecting Projects that are proposed by Wisconsin
Gas Utilities to bring gas that will be delivered by
Guardian to their distribution systems within the
Eastern part of the state.

The department, therefore, iIs a
cooperating agency with both the FERC and the Public
Service Commission of Wisconsin In preparing

environmental reviews for those projects. In this
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case, the Environmental Impact Statement was
prepared by FERC with assistance from the department
as cooperating agency. The Public Service
Commission of Wisconsin prepared an environmental
assessment on the lateral projects, and we helped
them In cooperating agency capacity, also good
portions that relate to our iInterest and authorities
In expertise.

We are also developing our own
environmental assessment that relates specifically
concentrated on the department®"s authorities, which
mostly relate to crossings of wetlands and streams.
Those are regulated under Chapter 30 of the
Wisconsin Statutes.

The DNR also works with the Armed Corp.
Of Engineers, which has authority under the Federal
law for issuing permits for crossing federally
regulated waters. So we have a number of different
oars in the water on these projects that put us iInto
relationships with working with both our federal
counterparts and our state sister agencies.

So we helped to prepare all of these
documents. We also have an iIndependent
responsibility under the State Environmental Policy

Law to comply on our own, and this iIs part of the
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process of complying. So we will be working with
FERC i1n developing responses to public comments,
changes in the final EIS, and so on.

So our role i1n this 1s still iIn progress.
Ultimately, the Department will have to decide
whether to issue the permits and approvals necessary
to construct all of these projects.

MR. KOPKA: Thanks, Steve. After the
formal proceedings have concluded, I will be
available to answer individual questions that you
might have for me. Also in the audience tonight are
Guardian Pipeline representatives, who also have an
open house down the hall and they"ll be available
afterwards as well to speak to you tonight.

Because the Commission has the
responsibility to treat all parties to a proceeding
equally, we must make certain that our process is
open and public. For this reason we at FERC are
constrained by what are known as ex parte rules.

This means that there can be no
off-the-record discussions or correspondence between
FERC staff and interested parties regarding the
merits of this case; therefore, | would urge you to
speak tonight on the record or put your comments in

writing and file them with the Secretary of the



© 0 N o o b~ W N PP

N RN NN NN R B R B R R R R R
a A W N B O © 00 N O OO b~ W N O

Commission by mail or electronically. Again, the
direction to do so, are iIn the first few pages of
the DEIS.

You may have noticed that we have a court
reporter who is transcribing this meeting. This 1is
so we can have an accurate record of tonight"s
comments. If you would like a copy of the
transcript, you can make arrangements with the court
reporter after the meeting. The transcript will be
available to the public at FERC"s public reference
room and as part of the record on the FERC website
under the project docket number.

Let me emphasize that this meeting is not
a hearing on the merits of this proposal. As I said
earlier, this meeting will give you, the public, an
opportunity to comment on our draft EIS. We will
address comments on the draft in a final
Environmental Impact Statement which we expect to
issue later this year.

I will call up individuals to speak in
the order listed on the sign-up sheet. When you
come up to speak, please spell your last name for
the reporter, speak slowly and clearly, and identify
any organization you may be representing.

Let"s get started with our first speaker
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who i1s Charles Rhein.

MR. RHEIN: Good evening. Can everybody
hear me okay? My name is Charles Rhein, R-H-E-1-N.
My address is West 5888 Highway Y in Brownsville. |
am representing myself as an effected property owner
for the Guardian Pipeline Project, and 1 also am
representing an organization called Land
Negotiators, LLC, who are also owners of land that
are effected by the Guardian Pipeline project.

IT any of you in this room would wonder
how a private pipeline company can be proposing the
installation of a pipeline on private land when I
believe one hundred percent of the people who are
effected don"t want it and historically I might say
that they are rural land owners and farmers, well 1
think 1t"s primarily from the estimate work of
easement agents in the past. They"ve taken the
opportunity to isolate people for signs without
third-party intervention or examination.

The i1solation and the predatory practices
of the easement agent working first on the elderly,
the widowed, and the misinformed, coursing these
people to signup first using those values to help
establish precedence for the rest of the property

owners to fall in line with the threat of eminent
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domain. We have the pipeline on our agricultural
and rural properties because we have been the
easiest to manipulate. With winter binds and cell
towers in our townships, we have now learned that
financial compensations for these energy products is
paid every year for the land that is being used.

Now, I would have to say that there is a
difference between the winter bind cell towers and
the gas pipeline. The cell towers and winter binds
represent millions of dollars, and the gas pipeline
represents billions of dollars. So there is a
difference.

The one-time payment that Guardian
Pipeline proposes landowners is no longer adequate

compensation for this energy corridor travelling

through our properties. |1 suppose on the
compensation issue we could form a partnership. It
seems logical to me. It would be a normal business

procedure. We have the land; they have the pipe;
people need gas. 1 just call that a normal business
relationship.

How can you build anything without land?
I have to say, as | listen to everyone, i1t seems
that Guardian and this entire process has kind of

forgotten that concept of the land and that we do

11
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own 1t, and 1t is private land. Well, then if this
partnership wouldn®t seem that feasible, then 1
think the use of an annual payment to the landowner
for the use of the land iIs the next best step.

I would imagine that if Guardian would
continue to maintain that no harm or altercation for
future use i1s being done to the land and the
landowner, then I am sure that Guardian Pipeline
would be more than willing to sign reimbursement
agreements with the local municipalities for the
loss of tax base and the income loss to the
landowner and the opportunity loss to develop his
land.

IT 1t was the law®™s and the Commission®s
intent that financial reimbursement would be fair,
reasonable, and equitable, then the law and this
Commission are being disillusioned. The placement
of a private energy corridor on private land has a
profound adverse and negative effect on the value
and the future of the land.

Farmers and rural property owners are not
the best candidates to provide financial support to
the energy industry. In my opinion, the energy
industry has done quite well on their own. Farmers

and rural property owners cannot afford to

12
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supplement the property margins -- the profit
margins of the energy industry any longer.

Through Land Negotiators, LLC, 1
represent the negotiating interests of about three
bus loads of property owners effected by the
Guardian Pipeline project. 1 guess I"m not sure
where these buses are travelling, but they are
travelling together. We are gathering the forces.
We are firm in our commitment not to decide anything
until we receive proposals for compensation
commensurate with our contribution to this proposed
project. Not here, not now, and not again.

MR. KOPKA: Thank you. Our next speaker
is Erik Olsen.

MR. OLSEN: Hi. My name is spelled,
E-R-1-K O-L-S-E-N. I™"m here representing myself as
a citizen of the State of Wisconsin, and also as a
member of Samuel Phillip Law Offices, which is a
Madison law Firm.

There are a couple of issues that I want
to bring to light based on things that 1°ve thought
about and talked to people about in recent time.
First of all, you know, there"s a proposed pipeline
that"s going to run up and down the Eastern side of

our state if i1t i1s actually built. There seems to
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be awfully little coverage in the press and popular
media of the possible dangers and of the types of
pitfalls that a project like this could entail.

First off, will the Guardian Pipeline
ever leak? How often have leaks occurred
historically in this type of pipeline? You know, it
seems like everything made by man Is In someway
imperfect. People said that the Titanic would never
sink, and we all know what happened with that.

Assuming that the Guardian Pipeline will
sometimes leak, how will these leaks be detected? 1
think there i1s a lot of concern that leaks will not
be quickly detected; and, iIf and when things do
occur, would the gas leaks from the pipeline go down
into the water table or will they go up into the
earth and the crops and our air?

What would be the outcome of those
events, and what effect does this gas have on
animals and on people? Is i1t safe, and in what
concentrations, If any, iIs the natural gas harmful?
What types of harm does can it cause? People are, 1
think, interested to know -- 1"m interested to know
-- how quickly will the leaks be repaired, and who
will repair those leaks.

Another thing that I"ve thought about is
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it seems from some public records that I"ve taken a
look at is that the pipeline produces some heat. If
this is true, how much excess heat iIs going to be
present at surface? From talking to the Guardian
people and from looking at public records, It seems
like the pipeline i1s only going to be four-feet
deep.

Commonsense dictates that heat should
rise up through the ground. What effect is that
going to have on the fertility of the crops or on
other uses that people would like to use their land
for, which is of course land they own and many
people have owned for a long time.

Furthermore, a fairly wide trench is
going to have to be dug to install this pipeline.
That"s going to cause a lot of churning of the earth
and cause rocks to be strewn up to the surface of
the earth. Who is going to clear those rocks away?
Who"s going to clear the rocks that come up a couple
years later, or five years down the road? These are

all things that I think concern citizens of this

state when they hear about a large project -- you
know -- and a lot of people that are going to have
their land touched by this project. 1 think that

the Federal Government and the DNR should be looking

15
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into these things.

Furthermore, will Guardian, the Federal
Government, or will someone else carry iInsurance
against the easily foreseeable liabilities and
against the liabilities that nobody has yet foreseen
but that will probably occur from having a large
pipeline carrying natural gas and a lot of pressure
running across the land.

You know, maybe lastly, earth as we all
know, any of us who have a background in farming or
any experience with geology, that earth is not
static. It doesn™t just sit there. 1It"s like the
sea; It rises and falls. [If a pipeline at one point
is four feet underground, five or six years down the
line at certain points i1t might no longer be covered
by the four feet of earth.

Who"s going to make sure that that
pipeline iIs covered by an adequate amount of ground
to ensure safety at all times for the people who
live closest to it and even for anybody in the
neighborhood; and, presumably, a thirty-inch-wide
piece of pipe, 1T anything should occur because it
eventually, through fluctuations at the surface,
suffers some sort of a rupture, this could be

something that effects people in a wide radius
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around the point of the rupture. Once again, these
issues need to be adequately and thoroughly
explored.

Last of all, these issues, once they are
adequately and thoroughly explored, need to be
calculated to ensure just compensation that under
our constitution must be paid to every citizen whose
land 1s taken or burdened by a project like the
Guardian Pipeline. Those are the comments that I
have for tonight.

MR. KOPKA: Thank you. Our next speaker
is Dick Guell.

MR. GUELL: Pass. Chuck Rhein said most
of what 1 had to say.

MR. KOPKA: Okay.

MR. GUELL: I will reserve the right to
speak at the end.

MR. KOPKA: That"s fine. Our next speaker
IS Lawrence Birshbash (phonetic). Is that right?
Lawrence Birshbash?

MR. BIRSHBASH: 1 didn"t sign up to speak.

MR. KOPKA: Oh, okay. Jerry Criter?

MR. CRITER: My name is Jerry Criter,
C-R-1-T-E-R. W4648 Dick Road, Chilton, Wisconsin.

I have a farm in the town of Brothertown.

17
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Guardian Pipeline wants to go through my
land. |1 have a couple of issues that Chuck brought
up. He covered quite a few of them on the
compensation end of 1t. I think 1t"s a dirty shame
the way they"re coming through and ruining our farms
for what I"ve heard them offer $2,400 an acre -- a
one time payment. That"s ridiculous.

I"ve got an issue with the line itself.
I1"ve been told they changed their plans two or three
times to modify i1t to satisfy certain groups of
people, and I guess they all care about the
individuals. Originally, they were going to go
through my land following the powerlines which was
bad enough, but it wasn"t too bad.

Now, I don"t know who decided to change
it; but, just recently, 1 got this book. My
particular farm -- 1 know you can"t see it from
where you are -- but they had originally planned to
follow the powerlines here and then across. My farm
starts up here and i1t ends over here. So now
they"re going to go kitty-corner across the whole
farm. What that means is there is going to be
pockets that are landlocked. You won"t be able to
get at them because either neighbors own the other

land or no driveways and no access to them.

18
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I don"t know why they changed 1t. |
never was informed of i1t until I got this production
here. The only thing 1 can think of is that the DNR
over here had something to do with i1t, because
there"s a little swamp where the power line is. So
where it was supposed to be first of all, now
they"re going all around that just to get past that
swamp. That"s the only thing 1 can think of.

They went around Oneida®s Nation, they
didn®"t want them there. They went around there.
How many times are they going to change their plan
for people who have anything to say about this? 1
guess people don"t have anything to say from the
looks of 1t. Other than that, | guess that"s about
all 1 have to say. Thank you.

MR. KOPKA: Thank you. Our next speaker
IS Rose Criter.

MS. CRITER: My name iIs Rose Criter,
C-R-1-T-E-R. W4648 Dick Road, Chilton, Wisconsin
53014.

I have a few questions 1 would like
answered sometime. | have concerns. [I™m Jerry
Criter"s wife. | have a concern about the changing
of the route. They were going to go following the

power lines. Now they are changing, and they are
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going to mess everything up.

We have the power lines on our line. Why
doesn®"t Guardian take landowners that don"t have
power lines? Let someone else dedicate or let
someone else give their land for energy as we have
had to do. Why take the same people who are
elsewhere to someone else"s farm?

I also have the question, why can®t you
follow roadsides? | don"t know why, and 1 would
like to know why you can®t follow the roadsides.
Those are the only questions I have, and 1 would
like an answer sometime. Thank you.

MR. KOPKA: Thank you. Your comments will
be addressed in a little while. The next speaker is
Ron Steinhorst.

MR. STEINHORST: Ron Steinhorst,
S-T-E-1-N-H-0-R-S-T. W1667 Mountain Road, Theresa.

I currently have a pipeline coming
through, and I am getting very concerned about some
of the safety issues as far as this thirty-inch pipe
only being four feet deep. That is not deep enough.
I have a ten-inch line coming through my property,
and now Pipeline was there about two years ago. Oh
yeah, pipe is coming up. So how many years is it

going to take before this pipe is going to be
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virtually out of the ground, or when are they going
to come back and rebury It.

Another issue 1 have i1s very much with
the safety. They"re crossing E&R pipeline at least
four times. Why can"t they go right alongside this
pipeline. 1 currently have an article here. This
is from Illinois AgriNews. The paper is dated May
11th.

Is anybody aware that there was a
pipeline explosion in Il1linois on the April 29th?
They had to evacuate Tifty residents. No one was
hurt, good thing. You know, and what"s going to
happen when these pipelines start crossing and there
happens to be a break where there®"s crossing? |Is
anybody thinking about that?

I mean, when you look at this map, this
pipe i1s running so close to some of these other
pipes. Why can"t they run together then? And the
fact that i1t"s coming up -- they"re all coming up.
Nobody is looking at that. What"s going to happen,
also, when they"re done with them? Are we going to
have this going to be like the railroads after a
while? Farmers are going to have to buy their land
back? You know, 1t"s a total issue there.

We have no inkling to what is the
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lifetime of this pipeline. How long is it going to
be? Nobody said anything about how long this pipe
iIs going to last on the ground. You know, so 1
guess that"s about all 1 can say right now about the
concerns that I have.

MR. KOPKA: Thank you. That was the last
speaker we had signed up. Would anybody else like
to speak? Sir?

MR. CRITER: Jerry Criter again. 1 forgot
this before. This letter is from somebody I work
with. 1711 leave a copy of this with you. 1711
Just read one paragraph out of it.

"Calumet County is currently working on
smart rules and farmland preservation plans that
attempt to support our agricultural economy,
preserving our agro-farmland, and finally our
economy and the quality of life.

Although 1 realize the pipeline will be
underground, the location of such underground
infrastructure limits what a farmer can do with
their land in the future. And we are concerned with
the schedule to install such pipeline into further
cropping seasons."

This comes from Julie Heuvelman, the

Director of Planning Zoning and Land Information.
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We had a county board meeting last night, and 1"m on
the county board also, and she was there and she had
just attended a conference in Madison on Monday and
Tuesday .

She said that this part of the state,
from Madison to Green Bay to Milwaukee, form a
triangle. This i1s one of the three spots iIn the
United States where we"re losing farmland the
fastest. The Federal Government is supposably
really looking into this because the State of
Wisconsin is really on the list as far as losing
farmland due to development, for one thing, and this
sure isn"t going help our farmland any.

MR. KOPKA: Thank you. Is there anyone
else who would like to speak?

MR. GUELL: I will speak now.

I*m Dick Guell, the chairman of Eden in
Fond du Lac County. We work -- we"re here to meet
with the Federal and the State regulators or to
speak with those representing the regulators and
that.

There®s been plenty that goes beyond the
state. You go down to the county, then you go down
to the town, and then you go down to the people --

the landowners. 1 represent the town of Eden, of

23
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which the pipeline is going through our township.
It"s become very, very hard for farmers to make ends
meet through the last few years.

I admit this year that the price is up.
Last year i1t was down as low as i1t"s been for 25-30
years. Now, you have the pipeline coming through
decreasing the valuation of these farms. If you go
through them with a pipeline that -- you can"t --
down the road, if you were able to sell any land to
build houses, you"re not going to be able to build
them where 1t"s the most economical there.

It"s a sad situation -- where i1t comes
from the landowners, the town, the counties, the
state, and then the federal -- that the guys on the
bottom has the least to say about anything. We have
pipeline going through our county or our town right
now. We have windmills coming into our township,
and we have high lines going through our township
that go through my property.

I do not have any property of which the
pipeline is going through at this time, but I will
represent the people of the township. 1 feel that
with dealing with the windmill people, that we were
able to come to an agreement on a yearly basis of

what they"re going to be paid -- the landowners.
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We were one of the first ones iIn Fond du
Lac County. We were one of the first ones to
approve windmills in Fond du Lac County before now.
This latest one i1s a lot bigger. We"ve been working
with the windmill people and with Alliant Energy,
who bought it now and they“re proposing to start
this -- come this fall and be online next year and
they are certainly going to be a benefit for the
landowners because they“re going to be paid yearly
and justly.

The township will reap some of the
benefits of which is, with our state legislators
right now, out of proportion because the state
accounting does absolutely nothing to help develop
the windmill people at that time; yet, they get two
thirds more than what the town gets. They don"t do
nothing.

So 1t"s time that energy -- yes,
everybody needs energy, but the people that i1t"s
effecting, starting with the landowners, should be
compensated for 1t. It"s been worked out through
the wind and that, there"s no reason why these
people cannot be given the same advantage of being
paid the same way. It"s time that people wake up

and smell the roses because it"s getting way out of



© 0 N o o A~ W N PP

N RN NN NN R B RBR RB R R R RB B
a A W N B O © 00 N O OO b~ W N F O

proportion.

IT something happens with this pipeline,
who is the first one that®"s going to be called?
It*11 be Alliant Energy in our area more than
likely, or whatever. The first one that"s going to
have to be there for service is our local fTire
department. Our local fire department covers the
town of Eden, Byron, and the town of Empire.

So my fire department is going to be
Tirst one there because we"ve been called when the
others®™ natural gas lines are only three or four
feet in the ground at places down by Eden Stone in
our locality has been hit three times. The first
ones to respond to i1t is the Eden Fire Department.
They are volunteer gentlemen that get paid jack
baloney.

It"s time for the big guys that start
from the federal down to the state look out for the

little people, because it"s time something gets

started and done right. Because you can talk to any

legislator right now and ask where the grass roots
start from. It"s the town and then i1t goes up.
Let"s learn that we can balance a bunch that the
state guys can"t. Thank you.

MR. KOPKA: Thank you. Is there anyone
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else who would like to speak? Sir?
MR. THOME: Joe Thome, T-H-O-M-E. W3388,
Wedge Road, Malone.

Just a few things. |1 think it"s really
sad -- and there®s a lot of Guardian people sitting
in here -- that they“"re targeting the elderly to
start off. That"s sad. Go and attack the week.

The other thing, the money you guys are
spending on running around is a lot more than the
peanuts you®"re going to offer us. What else is
there to say? Chuck pretty much covered everything
that was worth standing up for.

I suggest you guys come out and see the
people and offer a fair compensation. This Isn"t a
joke. 1 sat in on one on Thursday with an elderly
neighbor, and they come in and tell us that i1t"s
going to raise the value of our land.

Now, we don"t operate that way up here.
So 1T somebody is going to come in and talk to us
like that, this is no joke. That"s a warning.
Thank you.

MR. KOPKA: Is there anyone else?
Okay. Thank you all for coming tonight.
Let the record show that this meeting

concluded at 7:47 p.m.
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Thanks you.
(The hearing concluded at 7:47 p.m.)
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STATE OF WISCONSIN )
MILWAUKEE COUNTY )

I, Gwendolyn Grischeau, Court Reporter,do hereby certify

that 1 reported the foregoing proceedings had on May 21,

2007, and that the same i1s true and correct in accordance
with my original machine shorthand notes taken at said

time and place.

Court Reporter

Dated this 23rd day of May, 2007.

Mi lwaukee, Wisconsin.



