
E-2 Order Providing Guidance on the Formation of a Standards Development
Organization for the Wholesale Electric Industry

Good morning.  This order provides guidance to the electric industry on the formation of
an organization to develop wholesale electric industry business practice and
communications standards. Once the Commission’s market design principles are
developed, business practice and communication standards will be needed as soon as
possible to support competition in wholesale electric markets.

Both NAESB (which is the successor to GISB) and NERC have made proposals for an
organization to develop these standards.  The industry is currently considering the merits
of these and alternative proposals.  To ensure that the standards can be developed in a
timely manner, the order requests that the industry agree on a single, consensus, industry-
wide organization to develop these standards by March 15, 2002.  If the industry does not
agree on a single organization by that date, the Commission will either choose an
organization or institute a procedure to develop the standards.


