PAGE  
Docket No. ER07-424-001, et al. 
- 4 -

120 FERC ¶ 61,193
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

Before Commissioners:  Joseph T. Kelliher, Chairman;
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                                        Philip D. Moeller, and Jon Wellinghoff.
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ORDER ON REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION OR, IN THE ALTERNATIVE, REHEARING
(Issued August 29, 2007)
1. This order addresses Old Dominion Electric Cooperative’s (Old Dominion) request for clarification, or in the alternative, rehearing of the Commission’s April 10, 2007 Order in the referenced proceedings.
  That order accepted and suspended, subject to refund, PJM Interconnection, L.L.C.’s (PJM) January 11, 2007 Regional Transmission Expansion Plan (RTEP) filing in Docket No. ER07-424-000.  The order also set the filing for hearing and, because similar issues were presented, consolidated the proceeding with PJM’s ongoing hearing proceedings in Docket Nos. ER06-456-000, et al., Docket            No. ER06-880-000, Docket No. ER06-954-000, and Docket No. ER06-1271-000.  The hearing was held in abeyance pending further order of the Commission.  As discussed below, the Commission grants the request for clarification. 
I.
Background
2. PJM files reports allocating cost responsibility for certain transmission upgrades that have been approved by the PJM Board of Managers (Required Transmission Enhancements) as part of PJM’s RTEP in accordance with Schedule 12 of the PJM Open Access Transmission Tariff (OATT) and section 1.6 of Schedule 6 of the PJM Operating Agreement and pursuant to section 205 of the Federal Power Act.
  The purpose of the RTEP is to provide for the construction of expansions and upgrades to PJM’s transmission system in order to comply with reliability criteria, and to maintain and enhance the efficiency of PJM’s wholesale electricity markets.
3. The Commission’s RTEP orders in Docket No. ER06-456-000, et al., Docket    No. ER06-954-000, and Docket No. ER06-1271-000 
 set for hearing and settlement judge procedures the allocation of cost responsibility for specific projects and PJM’s proposed cost allocations to merchant transmission projects and consolidated the dockets.  However, the Commission determined in these RTEP orders that “we are not setting for hearing general objections to PJM’s proposed allocation or challenges to PJM’s allocation methodology specified in its OATT or Operating Agreement.”

4. In a February 27, 2007 Order granting an interlocutory appeal,
 the Commission ordered the hearing in the consolidated dockets held in abeyance pending the Commission’s decision in Docket No. EL05-121-000, since similar issues regarding the proper methodology for allocating the costs of existing and new transmission facilities were before the Commission in Docket No. EL05-121-000.

5. In the April 10, 2007 Order, the Commission accepted PJM’s January 11, 2007 RTEP filing, suspended the revised tariff sheets to become effective April 11, 2007, subject to refund, and set the filing for hearing and consolidated the proceeding with the dockets listed in paragraph no. 1 above.  The hearing was held in abeyance pending further order of the Commission.
6. On April 19, 2007, the Commission issued an Order Granting Rehearing, Directing Resumption of Hearing and Instituting Section 206 Proceeding (April 19, 2007 Order).
  The April 19, 2007 Order directed that the hearing proceedings that were suspended in the February 27, 2007 Order be resumed.
  The order also expanded the scope of the hearing to include the appropriate cost allocation methodology for determining “beneficiary pays.”
  With respect to the consolidated RTEP proceeding in Docket No. ER07-424, which is the subject of Old Dominion’s clarification request here, the order stated that the proceeding also should resume.  
II.
Old Dominion’s Request for Clarification
7. On May 10, 2007, Old Dominion filed a request for clarification, or in the alternative, rehearing of the April 10, 2007 Order.  Old Dominion explains that it is making the request for clarification out of an abundance of caution.  Old Dominion requests that the Commission clarify that the scope of the issues set for hearing in Docket No. ER07-424 are consistent with the expanded scope of the hearing as described in the April 19, 2007 Order.  Old Dominion contends that otherwise the April 19, 2007 Order could be read to resume the limited hearing in Docket No. ER07-424.  Old Dominion states that there is no reason to distinguish between Docket No. ER07-424 and the other consolidated dockets.
 
  

III.
Discussion
8. The Commission grants Old Dominion’s request for clarification.  Footnote 3 of the April 19, 2007 Order states in part, “In keeping with the order herein that directs resumption of hearing procedures, the hearing in Docket No. ER07-424-000 should also resume.”  Accordingly, the consolidated hearing in Docket No. ER07-424-000, the hearing which is the subject of Old Dominion’s request for clarification, is also expanded 
to include the issues as described in the April 19, 2007 Order.  Since Old Dominion’s request for clarification is granted, we will not address the alternative request for rehearing.  
The Commission orders:

Old Dominion’s request for clarification is granted as discussed in the body of the order.  Accordingly, Old Dominion’s alternative request for rehearing is moot.
By the Commission.

( S E A L )
                                                      Nathaniel J. Davis, Sr.,

                                                   Acting Deputy Secretary.
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