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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, DC 20426 
 

July 23, 2014  
 

 
        In Reply Refer To: 

Public Service Company of 
    Colorado 
Docket Nos. ER12-2273-000 

 
Xcel Energy Services Inc. 
414 Nicollet Mall 
Fifth Floor 
Minneapolis, MN  55401  
 
Attention:  James P. Johnson, Esq. 
 
Dear Mr. Johnson: 
 
1. On August 7, 2013, in the above-referenced proceeding, Xcel Energy Services Inc. 
(Xcel Energy),1 Missouri River Energy Services (MRES),2 Minnesota Municipal Power 
Agency, the Municipal Intervenors,3 and the MMTG Cities4 submitted an Offer of 
Settlement (Settlement).  On August 27, 2013, Commission Trial Staff filed comments in 

                                              
1 Xcel Energy filed on behalf of Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota 

corporation, and Northern States Power Company, a Wisconsin corporation (collectively, 
the NSP Companies).   

2 MRES filed on behalf of itself and Hillsboro Municipal Utilities, North Dakota; 
Marshall Municipal Utilities, Minnesota; Saint James Public Utility, Minnesota; Melrose 
Public Utilities, Minnesota; and Sauk Centre Public Utilities, Minnesota. 

3 The Municipal Intervenors consist of the Cities of Bloomer, Barron, Medford, 
Rice Lake, and Cornell, Wisconsin; the Villages of Cadott, Bangor; and Trempealeau, 
Wisconsin; and the City of Wakefield, Michigan. 

4 The MMTG Cities consist of the Midwest Municipal Transmission Group, the 
Central Minnesota Municipal Power Agency, Willmar Municipal Utilities, and the East 
Grand Forks Water and Light Department. 



Docket No. ER12-2273-000  - 2 - 

support of the Settlement.  No other comments were filed.  On September 11, 2013, the 
Settlement Judge certified the Settlement to the Commission as uncontested.5 

2. The Settlement addresses the rates, terms, and conditions of service in the new 
Attachment U of Xcel Energy’s Open Access Transmission Tariff (OATT), to provide 
standardized terms and conditions for interconnections between the NSP Companies’ 
transmission facilities and the NSP Companies’ load serving electric wholesale 
customers’ facilities (Settlement T-L Interconnection Agreement).6  It also addresses the 
rates, terms and conditions for interconnection requests and cost allocation procedures for 
wholesale load and distribution systems connecting to the NSP Companies’ systems in 
Attachment U-1 of Xcel Energy’s OATT.7   

3. The Settlement provides that: 

[t]he standard of review applicable to proposed modifications 
to the Settlement Agreement, either on the Commission’s 
own motion or on behalf of a signatory or a non-signatory to 
this Settlement Agreement, shall be the “just and reasonable” 
standard of review rather than the “public interest” standard 
of review as set forth in United Gas Pipe Line v. Mobile Gas 
Service Corp., 350 U.S. 332 (1956) and Federal Power 
Commission v. Sierra Pacific Power Co., 350 U.S. 348 
(1956) (the Mobile-Sierra doctrine), as interpreted in Morgan 
Stanley Capital Group, Inc. v. Public Utility Dist. No. 1,    
128 S. Ct. 2733 (2008).   

4. The Settlement resolves all issues in dispute in these proceedings.  The Settlement 
appears to be fair and reasonable and in the public interest, and is hereby approved.  The 
Commission’s approval of this Settlement does not constitute approval of, or precedent 
regarding, any principle or issue in these proceedings.   

5. This letter terminates Docket No. ER12-2273-000.  

6. We accept the Settlement T-L Interconnection Agreement and Attachment U-1 to 
Xcel Energy’s OATT to become effective the first day of the first calendar month 
following issuance of this order, in accordance with the terms of the Settlement.  Within 
30 days of the date of this order, Xcel Energy is required to submit a compliance filing 

                                              
5 Pub. Serv. Co. of Colo., 144 FERC ¶ 63,025 (2013). 
6  See Settlement Agreement, Exh. A (replacing existing Att. U to Xcel Energy’s 

OATT).  See also Pub. Serv. Co. of Colo., 140 FERC ¶ 61,196 (2012).  
7 See Settlement Agreement, Exh. B (Att. U-1 to Xcel Energy’s OATT). 
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through eTariff to ensure that its electronic tariff data base reflects the Commission’s 
action in this proceeding.8   

By direction of the Commission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kimberly D. Bose, 
Secretary. 

 

                                              
8 See Electronic Tariff Filings, Order No. 714, FERC Stats. & Regs. ¶ 31,276, at  

P 96 (2008). 


