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       MR. TOMASI:  Good evening.  I want to  1 

go ahead and thank you for coming tonight.  2 

       On behalf of the Federal Energy  3 

Regulatory Commission, we are working, as  4 

you may know, and this meeting tonight is  5 

for the Tuscarora expansion project as  6 

proposed by Empire Pipeline and National  7 

Fuel Gas Supply Corporation.  And what  8 

we're here to do tonight, what I'm here to  9 

get from you, as a community, is to get  10 

comments from you on the proposed project.  11 

       Now, the project has been going on  12 

for a while, and you know, we are, right  13 

now, in the preliminary stages of this  14 

project.  The most important thing for you  15 

guys to understand, I come up here and I'm  16 

coming in here from Washington, D.C., and  17 

my primary purpose is to understand what  18 

you guys need, and what you guys want to  19 

change and what concerns you have about  20 

this pipeline project.  21 

       I'm going to back up a little bit,  22 

because I forgot to introduce myself.  My  23 

name is Eric Tomasi, and I'm the project  24 

manager for this project.  I have been with  25 
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FERC for about 12 years, and even though  1 

I'm a project manager, I'm also a  2 

specialist in air quality, noise and  3 

pipeline safety as well.  4 

       Now, I have done numerous projects  5 

with FERC, this is not my first rodeo so to  6 

speak.  And I've worked with National Fuel  7 

several times on a couple other projects.  8 

This is my first time doing a project up in  9 

this region, to bring me back to this same  10 

point, I don't know this region.  As well  11 

as you guys know it, I can't know it as  12 

well as you do.  13 

       That's why we come up here, to make  14 

sure the people who live here can tell us  15 

what their concerns are.  Because if we're  16 

going through an agricultural field, I  17 

don't know the specific concerns you're  18 

going to have, if it's your field versus a  19 

farm year in Idaho or Iowa, who are going  20 

to have completely different concerns about  21 

a pipeline going through their property.  22 

       FERC is basically the lead agency for  23 

this project, and basically, we will go  24 

ahead and communicate both with the public,  25 
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as we're doing tonight, and also other  1 

agencies.  We'll talk with Fish and  2 

Wildlife, the Corps of Engineers, we're  3 

going to talk with Office of the EPA;  4 

there's another part of the project EPA is  5 

going to be concerned about.  We'll talk  6 

with state agencies to see what their  7 

concerns about this project will be.  8 

       We get information from all -- we  9 

coordinate all of that information, put it  10 

together so we can put together an  11 

environmental document.  12 

       Now, we also do many other things at  13 

FERC.  FERC does, we do hydropower  14 

projects, we do electric licensing, and we  15 

obviously regulate the interstate  16 

transmission of electricity, natural gas  17 

and oil.  And the whole point of this, as I  18 

stated, the environmental document.  19 

       Under the National Environmental  20 

Policy Act we're tasked to put all of this  21 

environmental information together and get  22 

a set of recommendations to our  23 

commissioners and give that information to  24 

the public on the environmental impacts of  25 
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this proposed project.  1 

       Now, I talked a little bit earlier  2 

about the pre-filing process, now I'm going  3 

to back up and explain that a little bit.  4 

FERC has -- traditionally, there's been the  5 

traditional process where a company will  6 

come in with a complete application and  7 

we'll go ahead and review that application.  8 

       In our pre-filing process, National  9 

Fuel and Empire Pipeline came to us many  10 

months ago and said, we have this project  11 

we're going to build, it's going to from  12 

point A to point B and generally this is  13 

how the route is going to be.  We said,  14 

okay, we'll bring you into our pre-filing  15 

process and it will allow us to look at the  16 

route earlier, allow public input, allow  17 

agencies and other stakeholders to have  18 

input on this process.  So by the time the  19 

project will get to the point where it has  20 

a filed application, hopefully, in a  21 

perfect world, the major issues that the  22 

public has and the state quoters have with  23 

the project will be some somewhat  24 

mitigated.  So, when it comes in, the  25 
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project will be essentially as good as it  1 

can be, notwithstanding any other concerns  2 

that come up after the fact.  3 

       Now we did -- most of you did get  4 

this, which is our notice, it's our notice  5 

of intent to publish an environmental  6 

assessment, and we issued that on October  7 

3rd, and there is a 30-day comment period  8 

for this.  Now, that's the official comment  9 

period.  It is our policy, in general, that  10 

any comment that comes in throughout our  11 

entire process, we'll go ahead and look at  12 

that comment and address that comment in  13 

our environmental assessment.  14 

       So, even if you come in at the last  15 

minute with an environmental comment or  16 

concern, we're still going address that,  17 

even if it's outside the official comment  18 

period.  19 

       Having said that, it's really  20 

important that if you have a serious  21 

concern, you get us those concerns early;  22 

the earlier we get them, the better we can  23 

address them and have potential fixes for  24 

those problems.  25 
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       I guess the next thing is there's  1 

different ways for filing comments.  2 

Obviously people can stand up here tonight  3 

and you can go ahead and tell me what your  4 

concerns are about the pipeline.  We also  5 

have a comment sheet up front and you can  6 

fill it out tonight and give it to me or  7 

send it back to me.  Also, the NOI has an  8 

address you can write comments; as long you  9 

have the docket number on it, it will get  10 

to the project and get in the file.  11 

       And in addition, you can file it  12 

electronically through our e-library  13 

system.  In our NOI, there's a description  14 

on how to go ahead and do that as well as  15 

there is information in this pamphlet here  16 

(indicating) on how to file comments.  The  17 

main thing is you have to have the docket  18 

number.  The docket number for this project  19 

right now, it's a pre-filing docket, it's  20 

PF13-12.  21 

       I will point out there's a  22 

typographical error, and it's very  23 

unfortunate, but on the back here, it's not  24 

going to affect anything, but it says CP  25 
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instead of PF on the back of the NOI.  It  1 

will still get to me, everything in the  2 

interior is still accurate.  I wanted to  3 

point that out, however.  4 

       We do accept another format of  5 

comments, it's called a quick comment.  6 

It's through your e-library system and it  7 

is allows you to have an anonymous comment.  8 

You can go on there, you don't have to  9 

include your name, your address or  10 

anything, you can provide a comment  11 

electronically and we will address that  12 

within our document.  13 

       As I stated, we're still in the  14 

pre-filing process, because a formal  15 

application has not been provided to FERC  16 

at this time.  But when Empire and when  17 

National Fuel came to us, we already  18 

started working on the need for process.  19 

When it went to the open house, we had one  20 

in the spring, we identified certain rad  21 

alternatives, and they have addressed those  22 

and we will ask additional questions as  23 

things go on.  24 

       We do have some documentation that  25 

26 



 
 

  9 

they have provided over the last month or  1 

so that flushes out the application, which  2 

you can go under e-library system and you  3 

can go ahead and pull down those documents.  4 

       Now, as I stated earlier, all of this  5 

is to get to the point where we have an EA,  6 

environmental assessment.  And again, I am  7 

going to keep stressing this in my speech  8 

here, that we need to get your comments,  9 

and the sooner the better so we can address  10 

those in our document.  And all of those  11 

issues that both you, the public, and  12 

agencies come up with, we'll address those  13 

within our EA.  14 

       Now, in the NOI, you'll notice on the  15 

back sheet it says -- there's a part of it  16 

that will say, please send me a paper copy  17 

of the environmental assessment, published  18 

NIFA document is what it says.  If you're  19 

on the mailing list, you'll automatically  20 

get a CD copy of our EA.  However, if you  21 

want a paper copy, you need to go ahead and  22 

send this in saying that you want a paper  23 

copy.  24 

       That was a change a couple years ago.  25 
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I know not everybody likes looking at  1 

documents on CDs, PDFs.  So, if you want a  2 

paper copy, return that or let me know  3 

tonight and I'll make note of it so you can  4 

get the paper copy.  5 

       Now, again, there's a mailing list  6 

signup out there.  If anybody is not on the  7 

mailing list, sign up so I can get you on  8 

the mailing list.  Once we put out our  9 

environmental assessment, there will  10 

another time for you to comment after our  11 

EA, this will be an EA that we publish for  12 

public comment.  And what that means, there  13 

will be another time period after we  14 

publish the EA that the public can tell us,  15 

essentially, what you think of our  16 

environmental assessment.  17 

       If you think we missed something, we  18 

didn't address something fully, whatever  19 

your concerns are, you can comment at that  20 

time.  All of those comments, we'll take  21 

all of those comments, and we, together  22 

with other people at FERC, there's other  23 

parts of FERC that do different things,  24 

we'll put together what's called an order,  25 
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and any comments at that time will be  1 

addressed within the order.  2 

       That order can either be accepted or  3 

it can be rejected by the commissioners,  4 

because our EA, as well as the  5 

recommendations of other portions of FERC,  6 

people who deal with the economic concerns  7 

and other things, all these are  8 

recommendations to our five commissioners  9 

on basically describing environmental  10 

impacts and recommendations to go ahead and  11 

mitigate any environmental issues.  And  12 

those five commissioners are the ones that  13 

vote yes or no, whether a project will go  14 

forward or not.  15 

       Now, most of you have received the  16 

NOI, so you're familiar with the project in  17 

general.  I'm going to very, very briefly,  18 

very briefly, describe the project, and  19 

there has been some minor changes since the  20 

NOI has been published, because, as I said,  21 

we're in the pre-filing process, so there  22 

will be changes along the way.  23 

       And in the NOI it says, "National  24 

Fuel and Empire propose to construct 16.9  25 
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miles of either 16 or 20-inch diameter  1 

pipeline".  They have now modified it to,  2 

17.15 miles of 20-inch diameter natural gas  3 

pipeline.  And this pipeline will run from  4 

the existing Tuscarora gas compressor  5 

station near Tuscarora, New York, and it  6 

will end at the Tioga pipeline extension  7 

about to the southeast of here in Tioga  8 

County, Pennsylvania.  More to the south,  9 

southeast is fine.  10 

       There will obviously be interconnects  11 

with the pipeline there and with the  12 

Tuscarora compressor station, and the  13 

Tuscarora compressor station will have  14 

approximately 1,500 horsepower of  15 

additional compression added to the  16 

compressor station as it is.  17 

       Now, the purpose of the project --  18 

now, if you read this, the company has  19 

stated the purpose of the project is to  20 

enable Empire to offer new no-notice  21 

transportation and storage services that  22 

have been requested by one of its largest  23 

local distribution customers.  24 

       That's sort of impenetrable, you're  25 
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not really sure what that means, but  1 

effectively what that's going to mean, for  2 

one of their customers it's going to allow  3 

them greater flexibility to deliver gas at  4 

more, not necessarily instantaneous, but a  5 

shorter notice period than they would  6 

otherwise have.  That is the general  7 

purpose of the project.  8 

       Now, normally, at this time, I'm  9 

going to go ahead and see whether anybody  10 

has signed up to give me comments.  I don't  11 

believe anybody has signed up, so I'm going  12 

to go ahead and ask people to raise their  13 

hand if they're interested in speaking  14 

tonight.  Is anyone interested in providing  15 

comments?  16 

       A couple comments here, thus, you  17 

know, I haven't heard any cell phones go  18 

off, this is usually where I make sure I  19 

say, everybody make sure their cell phones  20 

are on vibrate so we don't interfere with  21 

another citizen's ability to make comments.  22 

       In addition, after we end the formal  23 

process of comments, I will be taking  24 

questions and answers, and I'll give some  25 
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answers as I can give them.  We do have a  1 

court reporter, she's over here obviously.  2 

They're provided by -- she's here -- the  3 

services are provided by Verbatim Reporting  4 

and Video, it's independent -- she's an  5 

independent agent, not part of FERC, and  6 

she's here strictly to get the accurate  7 

record of the proceedings.  8 

       So, everything here I have been  9 

speaking, and everything you're going to  10 

tell me, is on the record.  For those who  11 

want to speak, because we don't have a  12 

microphone tonight, I would ask you to  13 

please stand up, both spell and state your  14 

name, if you wish to give your name, you  15 

can remain anonymous if you so choose, and  16 

please speak clearly so she can make sure  17 

she can get your comment.  18 

       And lastly, please be specific in  19 

your comments, and this is very generally,  20 

across all the comments, not just tonight.  21 

Although it's nice to -- when we have a  22 

comment that says, we don't want this, we  23 

don't want this pipeline, we understand  24 

that's an important sentiment.  However,  25 
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that's very difficult for us, from an  1 

environmental standpoint, to analyze.  2 

       So, we ask people to give us specific  3 

reasons why you have concerns or specific  4 

reasons of your concerns.  So, be as  5 

specific as you can in your comments and  6 

that's all I ask.  7 

       So, would the first person want to  8 

stand up and speak?  9 

       MR. LUNDGREN:  My name is Jim  10 

Lundgren.  J-I-M, L-U-N-D-G-R-E-N.  I live  11 

in the Town of Lindley.  The pipeline is  12 

supposed to go through my property  13 

fortunately.  I find no reason that they  14 

shouldn't proceed with this project.  15 

       The people I have worked with so far  16 

in the preliminary work of surveying, et  17 

cetera, et cetera, frack digging, have been  18 

excellent people to work with, very  19 

forthcoming on answers to questions.  And  20 

if they don't have the answer, they'll get  21 

it for me.  22 

       And environmentally, there's nothing  23 

I can think of anywhere that would be of  24 

any problem that would cause any problem  25 
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with the completion of this pipeline.  So,  1 

I only have three words for the pipeline,  2 

go, go and go.  3 

       MR. TOMASI:  Thank you, sir.  Sir?  4 

       MR. NICHOLS:  My name is Robert  5 

Nichols.  R-O-B-E-R-T, N-I-C-H-O-L-S.  I am  6 

a dairy farmer, and my only concern, I'm  7 

not opposed to the project, but what I am,  8 

I want to make sure that the top soil is  9 

put back on the top, not around the pipe,  10 

because there's another pipeline company  11 

that went through near my farm and they put  12 

the top soil around the pipe because they  13 

didn't want rock around it.  14 

       Lots of rock on that hill.  And I  15 

don't want the rock in the plow zone when  16 

they're done either.  I want the  17 

agriculture land to be able to be put back  18 

so farms can farm it again.  19 

       And also, they're going through three  20 

parcels of mine, and one of them, they're  21 

going through a drain field and I expect  22 

the drain field to be put back in  23 

operational order, and -- but I'm just  24 

concerned that they'll really pick the  25 
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rocks.  Get the rocks so we can use the  1 

land again and be --  2 

       The other thing is, where they go  3 

through the woods, they're going to cut  4 

some of my woods in two.  I believe we  5 

should have a crossing, at the pipeline's  6 

expense, so 30 years from now some of my  7 

family wants to harvest timber in the  8 

backside, they don't want to have to spend  9 

thousands of dollars to build some ramp  10 

over this pipeline that's there.  We want  11 

access to be able to get back through to  12 

harvest future timber.  13 

       I guess that's-- I'm not opposed to  14 

the project, but I want it so the land  15 

owners aren't taken advantage of.  16 

       MR. TOMASI:  Thank you, sir.  I can  17 

address some of your concerns, just talking  18 

generally about some of the things we  19 

typically make pipelines do in those  20 

specific areas.  21 

       Any other comments?  22 

       MR. SLY:  Yes, Tim Sly, S-L-Y.  They  23 

changed the pipeline on my property and  24 

went above both of my wells.  One is a  25 
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spring-fed well that feeds my barn, it's  1 

gravity-fed, 1,000 gallon tank sitting in  2 

the field.  I got to believe if they're  3 

going to dig deep enough, they're probably  4 

going to cut that off.  5 

       I am wondering if they're going to  6 

drill a well or make sure that thing is  7 

working so it don't dry up?  8 

       MR. TOMASI:  I can address some of  9 

your concerns in a second.  10 

       MR. CASE:  Lynn Case.  L-Y-N-N,  11 

C-A-S-E. I'm a neighbor of the pumping  12 

station.  We have a vibration problem.  13 

Now, is it noise that's creating the  14 

vibrations or is it being transferred  15 

through the air or is it being transferred  16 

through bedrock?  17 

       That's one question I would like to  18 

have answered.  19 

       MR. TOMASI:  I can talk generally  20 

about that as well.  Are there any  21 

questions -- yes, sir?  22 

       MR. PAVLICK:  George Pavlick,  23 

P-A-V-L-I-C-K.  I'm just concerned about  24 

the boundaries between landowners, our  25 
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neighbors.  Those great lots haven't been  1 

surveyed since the Canfield maps in some  2 

cases.  So, how are they going to survey  3 

the intersections of our land when timber  4 

comes into question and that kind of stuff?  5 

       MR. TOMASI:  Thank you.  Do we have  6 

any other kinds of questions or comments on  7 

the record?  Don't be shy, speak up if you  8 

want to say something.  9 

       Well, in that case -- sir?  10 

       MR. SLY:  The compressors are going  11 

to be more powerful and more pressure, what  12 

are the implications of the gas migrating  13 

farther out or into the aquifers and so on  14 

from that increase in pressure?  Are they  15 

going to increase that buffer zone, things  16 

like that associated with the increase?  17 

       MR. TOMASI:  I can probably address  18 

that here in a second for you.  Any other  19 

questions or concerns?  20 

       At this time we'll end the formal  21 

part of this proceeding and I want to thank  22 

everybody again.  23 

 24 

                *   *   *  25 
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