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Columbia Gas Transmission, LLC 
5151 San Felipe  
Suite 2500 
Houston, Texas  77056 
 
Attention: James R. Downs, Vice President 
  Rates & Regulatory Affairs 
 
Dear Mr. Downs: 
 
1. On October 2, 2014, Columbia Gas Transmission, LLC, (Columbia) filed a 
petition for limited waiver of certain provisions of its GTS Service Agreement1 with Pike 
Natural Gas Co. (Pike) and certain provisions set forth in section 4.1 of its General Terms 
and Conditions (GT&C) in order to allow Pike until October 3, 2013, to determine 
whether to continue receiving service under the agreement, terminate the agreement, or 
exercise its right of first refusal (ROFR).  This will give Pike an additional three days 
beyond the deadline provided for by Pike’s GTS Service Agreement and Columbia’s 
GT&C.  As discussed below, and for good cause shown, the Commission grants the 
limited waiver.  
 
2. Columbia and Pike entered into the subject GTS Service Agreement on  
September 3, 2004.  Section 2 of the agreement provides that:  “Service under this 
Agreement shall commence as of August 5, 2004, and shall continue in full force and 
effect until March 31, 2009 and from Year-to-Year thereafter unless terminated by either 
party upon 6 Months’ written notice to the other prior to the end of the initial term 
                                              

1 Under Rate Schedule GTS (General Transportation Service), Columbia provides 
customers a no-notice bundled firm transportation and storage service.   
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granted or any anniversary date thereafter.”  Columbia states that section 2 of the 
agreement also incorporates the ROFR provisions set forth in section 4.1(c) of 
Columbia’s GT&C.2  Columbia states that, under the terms of the agreement and its 
GT&C, Pike was to have notified Columbia before September 30, 2013, as to its intent to 
either roll over the agreement, terminate the agreement, or exercise its ROFR rights. 

 
3. Columbia states, however, that in February of 2013, Pike’s natural gas assets were 
acquired by Utility Pipeline, Ltd. (Utility), and Utility has been in the process of 
determining whether to retain or terminate certain agreements as a result of the 
acquisition.  Columbia states that, on August 30, 2013, it informed Pike’s asset manager 
that for Pike to terminate its agreement or exercise its ROFR, it must notify Columbia of 
such intent prior to September 30, 2013.  According to Columbia, on September 30, 
2013, Utility contacted Columbia informing Columbia that it was unsure whether it 
wanted to roll over its agreement, terminate its agreement, or exercise its ROFR.  
According to Columbia, Utility stated that it was meeting on October 2, 3013, with its 
asset manager to determine the course of action for the subject agreement and other 
agreements, and because of its recent acquisition of Pike, this was the first chance it had 
to meet to discuss the course of action on the subject agreement.  Columbia states that 
Utility requested that Columbia provide it with an additional three days to exercise its 
options under the agreement.  Columbia states that it informed Utility that it would grant 
Utility a conditional waiver of the termination and ROFR notice periods, until October 3, 
2013, to allow it more time to determine its course of action on the agreement, but also 
stated that this waiver was subject to Commission approval. 
 
4. Columbia states that no party will be harmed by the Commission’s granting of this 
waiver, and that the Commission has granted similar waiver requests.3  Columbia also 

                                              
2 Section 4.1(c)(2) of Columbia’s GT&C provides:  “If Shipper intends to exercise 

its right of first refusal as described at paragraph (1) above, Shipper shall notify 
Transporter through Transporter’s EBB of the intent at least six months before the 
termination date of its Service Agreement.”   
 

3 Columbia states that in WBI Energy Transmission, Inc., 141 FERC ¶ 61,186 
(2012), the Commission granted a waiver to allow a customer an additional nine days to 
execute a contract to extend an existing service agreement; and in Northern Natural Gas 
Co., 122 FERC ¶ 61,289 (2008), the Commission granted waivers to accept a contract 
that a customer had executed two days after the expiration of the ROFR period, and to 
provide another customer an additional 15 days to execute a contract pursuant to a 
ROFR.   
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states that, if capacity becomes available as a result of Utility’s notification, it will 
promptly offer the capacity to other shippers pursuant to section 4.2 of its GT&C.4  
Columbia notes that since the capacity would not become available until April 1, 2014, 
shippers would have ample time to obtain the capacity. 
 
5. Public notice of the filing was issued on October 3, 2013.  Interventions and 
protests were due as provided in section 154.210 of the Commission’s regulations  
(18 C.F.R. 154.210 (2013)).  Pursuant to Rule 214 (18 C.F.R. § 385.214 (2013)), all 
timely filed motions to intervene and any unopposed motion to intervene out-of-time 
filed before the issuance date of this order are granted.  Granting late intervention at this 
stage of the proceeding will not disrupt the proceeding or place additional burdens on 
existing parties.  No protests or adverse comments were filed. 
 
6. For good cause shown, the Commission grants a limited waiver of certain 
provisions of section 2 of its GTS Service Agreement with Pike and certain provisions of 
section 4.1 of its GT&C to allow Pike until October 3, 2013, to determine whether to 
continue receiving service under the agreement, terminate the agreement, or exercise its 
right of first refusal. 
 
 By direction of the Commission. 
 
 
 
 

Kimberly D. Bose, 
Secretary. 

 
 

                                              
4 Columbia notes that the capacity that would become available pursuant to the 

agreement would be 5,910 Dth per day.  
 


