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       MR. BOWMAN:  All right.  We're going  1 

to go ahead and get started now.  I'd like  2 

to thank all of you for coming tonight and  3 

packing into the facility here.  I'd like  4 

to officially welcome you to the fourth  5 

scoping meeting of the Federal Energy  6 

Regulatory Commission or FERC for the  7 

Constitution Pipeline Project.  8 

       My name is Kevin Bowman and on my  9 

left is Christine Allen, on my right is  10 

Doug Mooneyhan.  Also from FERC tonight out  11 

in the hallway we have Jessica Harris,  12 

Lavinia DiSanto and Jen Ward.  13 

       Before we go any farther, please also  14 

make sure your cell phones are on silent.  15 

So the purpose of tonight's meeting is to  16 

kind of to give you a little bit of  17 

information on the FERC federal process,  18 

and more importantly, to hear your comments  19 

and concerns.  20 

       Fundamentally, we're giving you an  21 

opportunity to give us your comments and  22 

tell us what environmental issues that we  23 

should address in our analysis of this  24 

project.  So far we've received several  25 
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hundred comments on a wide variety of  1 

topics.  And in part, because of the  2 

comments we've received, we determined that  3 

it was necessary to have this additional  4 

scoping meeting.  5 

       If you plan on speaking tonight, we  6 

had a sign up sheet out in the hallway.  So  7 

if you did sign up already, please make  8 

sure to go out and sign up on that sheet so  9 

we can get your name down.  10 

       So the comments that we are receiving  11 

tonight and throughout the process help us  12 

determine what to study as we prepare an  13 

Environmental Impact Statement or an EIS.  14 

The FERC is the lead federal agency  15 

responsible for this environmental analysis  16 

which is required by the National  17 

Environmental Policy Act or NEPA.  So NEPA  18 

requires us to analysis the environmental  19 

impacts, consider alternatives, and provide  20 

appropriate mitigation measures where  21 

necessary.  And this NEPA analysis has to  22 

be done before any federal agency makes a  23 

decision on whether to approve or deny a  24 

proposed project.  25 
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       So during our review of this project,  1 

we will be working very closely with  2 

several agencies, they'll be included in  3 

this project, the EPA, the Department of  4 

Transportation, Fish and Wildlife Service,  5 

Army Corps of Engineers, National Resource  6 

Conservation Service, New York State Soil  7 

and Water Conservation Commission and New  8 

York State Department of Agriculture and  9 

Markets, and these are all we all calling  10 

cooperating agencies.  As we go through the  11 

process, additional federal, state and  12 

liberal agencies with special expertise are  13 

welcome to work with us in our review.  14 

       Now, the FERC and the co-ops are not  15 

sponsors or promoting the project in any  16 

way.  Our sole obligation is to review  17 

applications for the authority to build and  18 

operate interstate natural gas pipelines  19 

and Constitution Pipeline is in the process  20 

of developing an application to submit to  21 

us.  Once they submit that application,  22 

it's our obligation to review that  23 

application and prepare an environmental  24 

analysis.  25 
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       Now, FERC only has jurisdiction over  1 

interstate natural gas facilities.  Now,  2 

that means FERC doesn't have the power to  3 

regulate local and natural gas production  4 

facilities or distribution pipelines.  As  5 

you know, these facilities in New York are  6 

regulated by New York DEC, Department of  7 

Environmental Conservation and the New York  8 

State Public Service Commission.  9 

       We recognize you may have concerns  10 

regarding the siting of these gas  11 

facilities, the production and local  12 

distribution, and I urge you to voice your  13 

opinions to those agencies and your elected  14 

officials.  15 

       Now, we've mailed out several pieces  16 

of information which talk about the FERC  17 

process.  They announced the locations of  18 

these meetings, how to file comments, and  19 

the deadlines for getting those comments to  20 

us.  You may be familiar with that we  21 

extended the deadline to November 9th, 2012  22 

for the end of the scoping period.  But I'd  23 

like to point out that that's not the end  24 

of public involvement for this process, for  25 
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this project.  1 

       We will continue to accept comments  2 

well after that date and throughout the  3 

review of the project.  But in order for us  4 

to adequately address your comments to the  5 

best of our abilities, we would request  6 

that you give us those comments on what to  7 

analyze as soon as possible.  8 

       Now, I mentioned before that this  9 

project is one that we're calling a  10 

pre-filing process, which means that we  11 

don't yet have an application.  So we  12 

consider this pre-filing process just an  13 

extended scoping period.  It's where we're  14 

educating ourselves about the project, the  15 

potential environmental issues and the  16 

impacts.  17 

       So during this period, we are  18 

gathering information.  We're gathering  19 

information from sources such as the  20 

applicant, other federal, state and local  21 

agencies, information from the public, such  22 

as comments, and our own field work and  23 

research based on the comments that we  24 

received.  25 
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       So the next step after all this is  1 

that the applicant will eventually file  2 

their application.  Once we have that, we  3 

will analyze the information and all the  4 

information gathered during the scoping  5 

process, during which -- after which we  6 

will prepare a draft Environmental Impact  7 

Statement.  We'll distribute that draft EIS  8 

for public comment.  9 

       We will mail that to our mailing  10 

list.  So if you haven't received anything  11 

from us, please make sure that we get your  12 

name and mailing address outside at the  13 

back table so that we can send you that  14 

EIS.  Now, the mailed version will be in a  15 

CD, so if you'd rather have a paper hard  16 

copy, please let us know at the table or on  17 

some of the mailers that we've sent out.  18 

       Now, after we've sent out the draft  19 

EIS, we will have a 45 day formal public  20 

comment period for you to send us comments  21 

on the environmental analysis.  During that  22 

period, we'll have another public meeting  23 

similar to this in order to offer you  24 

another venue to give us comments on the  25 
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draft.  1 

       After that period closes and we've  2 

gathered all the comments and all the  3 

information to date, we will then prepare a  4 

final EIS.  The final Environmental Impact  5 

Statement will be sent out, again, to the  6 

public, and it will be forwarded to our  7 

commissioners at FERC.  8 

       Now, the EIS is not the  9 

decision-making document on the project, it  10 

is merely the environmental staff's  11 

analysis of the potential impacts of the  12 

project and all of the alternatives.  The  13 

five commissioners at the FERC will use the  14 

final EIS, as well as other information, to  15 

make a determination on whether or not to  16 

grant an authorization for the project.  17 

       Now, these five commissioners are  18 

appointed by the President and have  19 

backgrounds in energy and policy.  These  20 

appointees must be confirmed by Congress  21 

before they consider them for the  22 

commission.  More information about the  23 

commissioners is on our website at  24 

FERC.gov.  25 
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       So I'd like to reiterate the purpose  1 

of tonight's meeting is just to get  2 

comments from everyone on the project and  3 

what we should be studying.  But before we  4 

get to that, we'd like to let a rep for  5 

Constitution briefly describe their  6 

proposed project so Cindy is here.  There  7 

you are.  There you are.  8 

       MS. IVEY:  Good evening, can you hear  9 

me?  Good evening, my name is Cindy Ivey,  10 

I'm the Manager of Public Outreach for the  11 

Constitution Pipeline Company, which is a  12 

joint venture between two natural gas  13 

companies, Williams and Cabot Oil and Gas.  14 

       In addition to being the majority  15 

owner of the pipeline, Williams would be  16 

responsible for permitting, constructing  17 

and operating the Constitution Pipeline.  18 

The proposed 121 mile, 30 inch pipeline is  19 

being designed with the capacity to  20 

transport 650,000 decotherms of natural gas  21 

per day from the production area in  22 

northeastern Pennsylvania to  23 

well-developed, large domestic markets in  24 

New England and New York City.  25 
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       The capacity that would be  1 

transported in this pipeline is the  2 

equivalent to serving the energy needs of  3 

approximately three million homes per day.  4 

The proposed primary route would start  5 

adjacent to an existing compressor station  6 

in Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania, and  7 

extend approximately 121 miles across parts  8 

of Broome, Chenango, Delaware, and  9 

Schoharie counties in New York, ending at  10 

an existing compressor station in Schoharie  11 

County, New York.  12 

       The company is currently examining a  13 

600 foot wide study corridor and has asked  14 

for survey permission from landowners along  15 

this primary route.  The 600 foot wide  16 

study corridor allows the company  17 

flexibility to make informed decisions  18 

regarding the potential location of the  19 

proposed facilities.  20 

       The company is also studying more  21 

than 20 route alternatives based on input  22 

from stakeholders and agencies and has  23 

adopted Alternatives A, B, L, and Q into  24 

its primary route.  Five open houses for  25 
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the primary route, one in each county, were  1 

held in July.  2 

       Along with the primary route and  3 

several variations, the company is studying  4 

a 80 plus mile major route alternative,  5 

referred to as "Alternate Route M," which  6 

would route the pipeline closer to  7 

Interstate 88.  The alternative was  8 

developed in response to numerous comments  9 

from stakeholders.  10 

       The first 45 miles of this alternate  11 

would be the same as the primary route and  12 

would potentially affect a different set of  13 

landowners who are located closer to  14 

Interstate 88 in Chenango, Otsego, Delaware  15 

and Schoharie counties.  This alternate  16 

would be approximately 127 miles and would  17 

terminate at the same location in Schoharie  18 

County as the primary route.  19 

       Two open houses for Alternate Route M  20 

were held in the area on September 12th and  21 

13th.  In addition to 121 miles of  22 

pipeline, the Constitution Project proposal  23 

also includes a new 32,000 horsepower  24 

compressor facility that would be located  25 
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in Schoharie County, New York, two receipt  1 

metering stations in Susquehanna County,  2 

Pennsylvania, and two delivery metering  3 

stations in Schoharie County, New York.  4 

       Williams proposes to meet or exceed  5 

all federal regulations established by the  6 

pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety  7 

Administration for construction and  8 

operation of this project.  We are  9 

developing an integrity management program  10 

that focuses on prevention, first and  11 

foremost, followed by detection and  12 

mitigation.  13 

       Since 2002, we have invested more  14 

than one billion dollars in our existing  15 

pipelines on maintenance and  16 

integrity-related enhancements.  The  17 

pipeline compressor station and meter  18 

stations are being designed with safety and  19 

security measures.  A local and full-time  20 

staff of highly trained individuals would  21 

operate, monitor, and maintain the pipeline  22 

and its facilities.  23 

       In addition, the pipeline would be  24 

remotely monitored 24 hours a day, 7 days a  25 
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week, from Williams Central Gas Control in  1 

Houston.  Constitution entered the  2 

pre-filing process in April of 2012 and  3 

filed first drafts of Resource Report 1,  4 

which covers the scope of the project, and  5 

Resource Report 10, which gives an overview  6 

of the company's alternatives analysis in  7 

May of 2012.  8 

       We plan to file additional drafts in  9 

the first quarter of next year, followed by  10 

the filing of our formal 7(c) application  11 

later in 2013.  Should the project receive  12 

approval, the company is targeting a March  13 

31st, 2015 in-service date.  14 

       MR. BOWMAN:  Okay.  Just a couple  15 

things before we start taking speakers.  16 

This meeting is being recorded by a  17 

transcription service.  So when we call  18 

your name, please step up to the podium and  19 

clearly state your name and affiliation.  20 

Also, if misspelling of your name is  21 

likely, please spell it out so that we can  22 

get it accurately placed into the record.  23 

       We do have an order for speakers  24 

tonight.  We're going to have elected  25 
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officials speak first, followed by impacted  1 

landowners and organizations and anyone  2 

else following them.  In addition to verbal  3 

comments tonight, we will also be accepting  4 

written comments as well.  You can leave  5 

those with FERC staff at the back table  6 

outside.  7 

       So we have the facility until a  8 

little before midnight tonight and we have  9 

close to 100 people signed up.  So in order  10 

to try and fit everyone in tonight, we are  11 

going to have to limit comments tonight to  12 

about three minutes.  As we get to that  13 

three minutes, we'll probably give you a  14 

little signal that you're getting close and  15 

if you go over, we'll probably have to cut  16 

you off.  We don't want to limit you guys  17 

but we want to be able to hear from  18 

everyone and hear everyone's comments and  19 

opinions.  20 

       Now, do keep in mind that applause  21 

will only take away time from speakers that  22 

signed up towards the end of the list.  23 

Also, if you do have detailed comments, you  24 

can always just summarize them and give us  25 
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the comments tonight in hard copy.  Also,  1 

if someone has already spoken a comment  2 

similar to yours, you can endorse them and  3 

state the name of the speaker that has  4 

already spoken your comments tonight.  5 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  I'm going to call up  6 

three at a time in an attempt to get things  7 

moving as quickly as we can.  First speaker  8 

is Julie Huntsman.  If I could also have  9 

Richard P. Miller, Jr. and Darla Youngs  10 

also come forward.  We'll start with Julie  11 

Huntsman.  12 

       MS. HUNTSMAN:  Thank you, FERC.  I'm  13 

impressed to see you young folks up there.  14 

Thank you for setting up this scoping  15 

session in Otsego County so the people can  16 

be heard.  You have a tremendous  17 

responsibility.  You bare our trust that  18 

you will operate with integrity, so long as  19 

that trust is deserved.  20 

       My key concern on the pipeline  21 

application is that it may be completely  22 

unnecessary to start with.  By the  23 

applicant's own admission, there's no  24 

effort made by the pipeline companies to  25 
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seek efficiency or collaboration in  1 

transportation of gas, so how does this  2 

serve the public interest?  Not at all, but  3 

you do.  4 

       So before considering approving a  5 

project of this magnitude, expense, and  6 

disruption, please do the due diligence  7 

required to confirm beyond any doubt that  8 

no existing pipelines or rights of way will  9 

suffice.  Public trust requires this level  10 

of scrutiny.  11 

       Many understandably equate this  12 

pipeline with the likelihood of hydraulic  13 

fracking in New York State, a point that's  14 

debated, but I believe this concern is well  15 

founded.  FERC needs to understand this.  16 

       In spite of a recent resolution in  17 

favor of the pipeline, Alternate Route M,  18 

passed by the Otsego County Board, there is  19 

widespread and robust opposition of  20 

hydraulic fracturing and shale gas  21 

industrialization in our county and across  22 

the state.  19 of the 25 towns in this  23 

county have either banned fracking in  24 

active moratoria or in active movements  25 
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toward a ban moratoria.  The Otsego County  1 

Board's vote on this matter does not  2 

represent the will of county residents and  3 

voters on this issue.  4 

       Back to trust, one of the two  5 

applicant pipeline companies, Cabot, is  6 

practically synonymous with problems, given  7 

their culpability in the fouling of many  8 

water wells in Dimock, Pennsylvania.  9 

There's little to no reason for the public  10 

to trust them.  Please give this pipeline  11 

application driven purely by the profit  12 

motives of Williams and Cabot the close  13 

scrutiny the concerned public respects and  14 

deserves.  Thank you.  15 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Richard Miller, Jr.  16 

       MR. MILLER:  Thank you and thank you  17 

for coming to Oneonta.  While I am the  18 

mayor of the community, of the city.  My  19 

views do not necessarily reflect those of  20 

the Common Council, which has not discussed  21 

this matter in any substantive way.  22 

       I have quietly opposed hydrofracking  23 

in our area and am confident that it will  24 

not occur here for a long, long time, if  25 
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ever.  That's because of New York State's  1 

position on the subject and the clear  2 

opposition of the public, including the  3 

business community, and also the economics  4 

of the low cost or low prices of natural  5 

gas, the lack of competitive density of  6 

Marcellus shale in this area and the  7 

opposition of the public.  I do not believe  8 

that there will be any hydrofracking in  9 

this area any time soon.  10 

       I see no connection -- I see no  11 

connection between the proposed pipeline  12 

and the likelihood that drilling will take  13 

place sooner here as a result of its  14 

existence.  I've spoken publically since  15 

February about the possible overreaction to  16 

hydrofracking.  17 

       MR. BOWMAN:  Guys, please do not  18 

interrupt the speaker.  Thank you.  19 

       MR. MILLER:  I've spoken pubically  20 

since February about the possible  21 

overreaction to hydrofracking and it's  22 

still overrun by other issues and I see  23 

that is the case when it comes to the  24 

pipeline.  Pipelines are safe, they pose no  25 
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threat to our lakes.  There's a pipeline  1 

along Route 90, the thruway that runs  2 

closer to the pristine Finger Lakes and our  3 

lake in Cooperstown.  4 

       Our area is depressed financially as  5 

a result of a declining private sector.  6 

The pipeline will create jobs for  7 

construction, it's ongoing maintenance, and  8 

it offers the capacity to make low cost gas  9 

available to local businesses and  10 

homeowners.  I promise not to shout anybody  11 

down after I finish speaking.  12 

       To deprive local business of the  13 

opportunity for low cost gas makes it even  14 

harder for those entities to compete.  The  15 

pipeline in the Route 88 corridor will be  16 

far less intrusive than the highway has  17 

been itself.  Imagine what this area would  18 

be like without the intrusive Route 88  19 

corridor.  It would be a wasteland.  For  20 

all of those reasons, I strongly favor  21 

approval of the pipeline project.  22 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Darla Youngs.  23 

       DARLA YOUNGS:  My name is Darla  24 

Youngs, I'm the Executive Director of the  25 
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Otsego County Conservation Association.  1 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak  2 

today.  3 

       The Otsego County Conservation  4 

Association believes that before granting  5 

its approval to the proposed Constitutional  6 

Pipeline project, the Federal Energy  7 

Regulatory Commission should verify first  8 

and foremost that there is a true public  9 

need for this project and that there are no  10 

other proposed or existing pipelines which  11 

would adequately transport natural gas from  12 

Pennsylvania to the markets targeted in  13 

this project.  14 

       With regard to potential  15 

environmental impacts we addressed in the  16 

Environmental Impact Statement and those  17 

currently identified in the notice of  18 

intent, we believe that the construction  19 

phase of the pipeline warrants the most  20 

attention and we echo the concerns of other  21 

conservation-minded organizations with  22 

scoping documents submitted to FERC.  23 

       We agree that the EIS should consider  24 

the impact of the proposed pipeline on cold  25 
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water fisheries and it's implications to  1 

apply to ecosystems via stream crossings  2 

and to explore mitigation measures to  3 

control erosion and sedimentation caused by  4 

construction activities.  5 

       We believe the EIS should include an  6 

evaluation of aquatic resources, wetland  7 

studies and mapping of wildlife habitat, as  8 

well as documentation of existing locations  9 

of invasive plants along the proposed  10 

pipeline corridors for the development of  11 

an invasive species management plan.  12 

       We believe it should contain an  13 

evaluation of impacts to federally  14 

regulated waters of the U.S., including  15 

wetlands, and it should provide an  16 

assessment of habitat laws and forest  17 

degradation and fragmentation and determine  18 

how these would impact this region's bird  19 

populations.  20 

       Other areas of concern that should be  21 

examined in the EIS are impacts to roads,  22 

impacts to property value and insurance,  23 

potential noise, light and air pollution  24 

particularly in compressor station  25 
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locations, safety, and economics.  The  1 

cumulative impacts of this project, as well  2 

as the impacts of this project in  3 

conjunction with other regional activities,  4 

must also be considered.  5 

       Finally, OCCA agrees with the Clean  6 

Air Council that the alternatives analysis  7 

should discuss other means for supplying  8 

energy equal to that of the proposed  9 

pipeline, including wind and solar, and  10 

whether it is possible to eliminate demand  11 

for this additional capacity by promoting  12 

energy efficiency measures.  13 

       Rather than disturbing our lands and  14 

putting our waters at risk, OCCA believes  15 

that our county, our state, and our nation  16 

as a whole should focus on decreasing our  17 

use of fossil fuels and turning instead to  18 

applications of renewable energy resources.  19 

       Finally, if FERC does ultimately  20 

grant a Certificate of Public Convenience  21 

and Necessity to the Constitution Pipeline,  22 

we ask that the chosen route be that which  23 

is deemed best with regard to environmental  24 

mitigations and safeguards and which has  25 
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the least environmental impact regionally.  1 

Thank you.  2 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  I'm having trouble  3 

reading this next name, Councilman for the  4 

Town of New Lisbon come down and also John  5 

Kosmer and Gary Koutnik.  Councilman for  6 

New Lisbon.  It looks like possibly Rhett  7 

R. Elhart, I'm not sure.  8 

       VOICE:  Eklund.  9 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Eklund, is he here?  10 

John Kosmer.  11 

       JOHN KOSMER:  I'm John Kosmer from  12 

Fly Creek, New York.  I'm the Otsego County  13 

Representative from District 8 which  14 

includes Cooperstown, founding member of  15 

Sustainable Otsego, and the Vice Chair of  16 

the Otsego County Democratic Party.  17 

       I bring only one thing for FERC to  18 

take away from this meeting.  Five years  19 

ago when we began to inform our communities  20 

about the dangers of fracking, we were told  21 

it was impossible to stop the most powerful  22 

industry on earth, the oil and gas  23 

companies, from fracking New York State.  24 

       Today, that area has been constricted  25 
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from New York State to possibly only five  1 

counties.  It is also in doubt if fracking  2 

will happen here at all.  That turn around,  3 

due to the efforts of coalitions of  4 

Grassroots groups includes four main  5 

points.  6 

       80,000 counting lobbying in Albany  7 

and demonstrations that have caused the DEC  8 

to extend their final DSEIS report until  9 

the health impact study is done that may  10 

cause them to possibly miss their deadline,  11 

requiring them to restart the process.  12 

       Two:  Hundreds of people in New York  13 

State local towns have signed petitions for  14 

a ban.  To date, that has caused 230  15 

municipalities, using their New York State  16 

Constitutionally guaranteed homeowner  17 

rights that have been upheld in three New  18 

York State court cases, to pass bans, pass  19 

moratoriums or progress to institute them.  20 

Those numbers grow every day.  21 

       Three:  Peaceful demonstrations at  22 

fracking-related sites.  23 

       Four:  Potential New York State  24 

lawsuits have threatened to go on for many  25 
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years.  Our coalition of Grassroots  1 

organizations have made great strides  2 

against fracking in the past, now, and will  3 

continue into the future.  We have added to  4 

those efforts opposing the Constitution  5 

Pipeline that is inexorably tied to  6 

fracking and liquid natural gas export.  7 

       When I took office -- when I took  8 

office, I swore to uphold the New York  9 

State and United States Constitution.  Our  10 

Grassroots efforts have been in service to  11 

upholding the New York State and United  12 

States Constitutions and our citizen's  13 

rights under them.  They include but are  14 

not limited to New York State  15 

Constitutional Right of Home Rule and the  16 

United States Constitutional right of  17 

freedom of speech, freedom of peaceful  18 

assembly, and the right to petition the  19 

government for a redress of grievances.  20 

       The one thing I bring for FERC to  21 

take away from this meeting is if they do  22 

not accede to the will of residents of New  23 

York State to reject this pipeline, then  24 

just as happened with New York State DEC  25 
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DEIS hearings on fracking, these FERC  1 

hearings are not the end, but just the  2 

beginning.  Thank you.  3 

       GARY KOUTNIK:  Good evening, my name  4 

is Gary Koutnik, K-O-U-T-N-I-K.  I'm a  5 

member of the Otsego County Board of  6 

Representatives.  I represent the 11th  7 

District, just a stone throw from here, and  8 

I'd like to thank you for scheduling a  9 

scoping hearing here in Otsego County.  10 

       I represent a residential area, first  11 

and second ward to the City of Oneonta.  12 

We're unlikely to have a pipeline routed  13 

through our lister and we're unlikely to  14 

find a drilling pad appear in someone's  15 

backyard.  But last fall when I visited  16 

every house in my district and spoke with  17 

many of my constituents, I found a large  18 

majority that had a grave concern about the  19 

methane industry coming to Otsego County.  20 

       As a county representative, I must  21 

act in the best interests of the county as  22 

a whole, as well.  I understand this is a  23 

hearing about the Constitution Pipeline,  24 

not about fracking, per se.  However, it  25 
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would be dangerous to dismiss the argument  1 

that they are closely linked.  You need to  2 

look no further than a Williams press  3 

release dated March of this year in which  4 

Helen Armstrong, the CEO of Williams, said  5 

about the pipeline, "our goal is to be the  6 

leading gathering, processing and  7 

transportation solution provider for  8 

producers in the Marcellus Shale.  We're  9 

putting together the kind of infrastructure  10 

that makes drilling in the Marcellus even  11 

more desirable for producers because we  12 

provide large-scale infrastructure  13 

solutions that connect producers' natural  14 

gas and natural gas liquids to the best  15 

markets."  16 

       We cannot separate the pipeline and  17 

fracking in the Southern Tier and in the  18 

Northern Catskills.  Others have spoken and  19 

will speak about this natural connection  20 

probably more knowledgeably, more detailed,  21 

and eloquently than I do.  However, through  22 

it all, please remember the freely  23 

expressed public intent of the pipeline  24 

company when you listen to those who tell  25 
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us there is no connection.  The evidence  1 

suggests that the position is either naive  2 

or disingenuous.  Thank you again for  3 

scheduling a hearing in Otsego County.  4 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Chris Harmon.  Chris  5 

Harmon, Annie Sauter, Caitlin Pixley.  6 

       MR. HARMON:  Did you say Chris  7 

Harmon?  8 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Chris Harmon.  9 

       CHRIS HARMON:  Good evening.  Thank  10 

you for scheduling a meeting here in  11 

Oneonta to hear the concerns of the  12 

citizens within this area.  My name is  13 

Chris Harmon, I'm a farmer and a father of  14 

two and the supervisor of the Town of  15 

Milford.  16 

       On Wednesday, October 17th, 2012, the  17 

Milford Town Board passed the following  18 

resolution of it's regularly monthly  19 

meeting:  Constitution Pipeline Company,  20 

there is a proposed route and Alternate  21 

Route M for the pipeline along the I-88  22 

corridor.  At this time, it appears it will  23 

not cross the Town of Milford.  24 

       Resolution 10-12, be it resolved that  25 
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the Milford Town Board is opposed to the  1 

Constitution Pipeline passing through the  2 

Town of Milford.  Town Supervisor Harmon  3 

made the motion, seconded by Councilman  4 

Gill.  The vote was Councilman Gill, ay;  5 

Councilman Snyder, ay; Councilman Couse,  6 

ay; Supervisor Harmon, ay; Councilman Vogel  7 

absent.  8 

       County of Otsego, Town of Milford,  9 

State of New York, I, Kevin Sosnowski, Town  10 

Clerk of the Town of Milford, Otsego  11 

County, New York, hereby certify that the  12 

foregoing resolution was duly adopted by  13 

the Milford Town Board regular monthly  14 

meeting held on October 17th, 2012.  Thank  15 

you very much.  16 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Annie.  17 

       MR. BOWMAN:  Please turn around and  18 

address the panel, I'd appreciate that,  19 

thank you.  20 

       MS. SAUTER:  My name is Annie Sauter  21 

and our land -- we received a letter from  22 

Williams saying that our land was going to  23 

be used for a portion of M Pipeline.  24 

       When I came tonight, I was told that  25 
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it was no longer going directly across my  1 

property, it moved 450 feet away, straight  2 

uphill.  My problem is that our piece of  3 

property is between County Route 48, which  4 

goes along the Susquehanna River, and the  5 

Susquehanna River.  We have seven acres  6 

which we have a community garden and a  7 

ceramic studio, pottery studio, which  8 

consistently runs kilns at or about 2,000  9 

degrees which to me seems like not a good  10 

thing to be near gas.  11 

       The other problem is that last year  12 

this time during Storm Lee, our property --  13 

I have pictures but I already sent my thing  14 

in to FERC, but our property was under  15 

water.  The way it flooded was not from the  16 

Susquehanna up, but from the hillside,  17 

which is about a 45 degree angle, down.  18 

       Our culvert with regularity goes out,  19 

washing out both the road, our own culvert,  20 

our driveway, our parking area, and many of  21 

our electrical and other lines.  If they  22 

were to -- it's a very wooded hillside in  23 

the back of Franklin, between us and  24 

Franklin, it's about a 45 degree angle of  25 
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all trees.  1 

       If, for some reason, the pipeline  2 

which they're saying now is going to go 450  3 

feet above where our land is, if they have  4 

to take out trees to put the pipeline in,  5 

which I suppose that they are going to  6 

monitor it from above, they're going to  7 

have to do or they won't be able to see it.  8 

So if they take out more trees, I think the  9 

runoff will be worse which will cause  10 

flooding, further flooding and further  11 

damage to our property and further damage  12 

to our gardens and et cetera.  13 

       But what I was going to say is the  14 

dangerous part of this is last year at this  15 

time, my husband was driving back from  16 

Cleveland Clinic with his mother.  He was  17 

trying to get to Fox Hospital from  18 

Cleveland.  After Storm Lee, I don't know  19 

if any of you are from around here, it took  20 

him 14 hours to drive from Binghamton to  21 

here because of the number of roads that  22 

were out by a storm that by all accounts  23 

may be similar to the storm that's now  24 

headed this way now.  We could not get to  25 
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our property for quite some time.  The  1 

roads were out, the culverts were out,  2 

there was no way to get there.  3 

       If, God forbid, there were to be an  4 

accident even in Schoharie County when  5 

there was an accident, I understand it's  6 

propane, not natural gas, but natural gas  7 

can also, if it builds up our property, the  8 

building, it could blow it up too and no  9 

one would be able to get to it.  You would  10 

be trapped there, as with all the people  11 

along the river, be trapped there between  12 

the pipeline and the river.  13 

       There would be no way to it.  It  14 

floods with regularity anyway but with the  15 

change in weather patterns, it seems to be  16 

flooding more.  I think that it would be  17 

dangerous to put that pipeline there.  I  18 

don't want it in my backyard and I don't  19 

want it in anyone else's backyard either.  20 

Thank you.  21 

       MS. PIXLEY:  My name Caitlin Pixley,  22 

P-I-X-L-E-Y, and I'm testifying on behalf  23 

of the Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter but  24 

also as someone born and raised in one of  25 
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the potentially affected communities and  1 

one that has a stake in the potential  2 

impacts this pipeline could have on the  3 

air, land and water in the community.  4 

       My family's 150 acre farm in  5 

Bainbridge, New York has been in my family  6 

for generations.  And as one that stands to  7 

take over that land when my parents pass  8 

on, the preservation of the land is  9 

something I hold very dear to my heart.  10 

       I have attended several stakeholder  11 

meetings hosted by the Constitution  12 

Pipeline where I have heard time and time  13 

again that this pipeline will not lead to  14 

fracking infrastructure in New York State.  15 

But that's exactly what this pipeline is, a  16 

way to carry gas from Pennsylvania to New  17 

York, infrastructure to spur the future  18 

development of natural gas drilling in New  19 

York.  20 

       So because of this, I urge FERC to  21 

thoroughly examine the potential impacts of  22 

this project, as well as determine the  23 

actual need for an additional pipeline in  24 

the Marcellus region.  I would ask FERC to  25 
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examine the following:  As you stated, NEPA  1 

requires FERC to consider the full range of  2 

environmental impacts.  This includes  3 

direct, indirect, and cumulative ecological  4 

aesthetic, historic, and cultural impacts.  5 

From a conservation perspective, it is  6 

imperative that you document all of the  7 

pre-endangered species along the route and  8 

the status of the endangerment.  Also,  9 

document the potential impact of  10 

fragmentation of these species.  11 

       Next, the air quality issues need to  12 

be examined.  Diesel emissions, a  13 

particulate matter during pipeline  14 

construction, are substantial.  Methane  15 

emissions from operating pipelines can be  16 

very detrimental and have already caused  17 

immeasurable human health impacts.  Issues  18 

surrounding human health include exposure  19 

to volatile organic compounds, noxious  20 

emissions and carcinogens.  These potential  21 

health impacts need to be addressed.  22 

       Lastly, cumulative impacts, as stated  23 

before, this pipeline is the conduit for  24 

future hydraulic fracturing in New York  25 
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State.  The potential cumulative impacts of  1 

past, present and future actions need to be  2 

taken into account when studying this  3 

project.  What are the potential impacts of  4 

pipelines, access roads, compressor  5 

stations and other infrastructure through  6 

farms, forests and other natural areas,  7 

including wetlands, streams and other  8 

vulnerable habitats?  This development  9 

won't take place in a vacuum and this needs  10 

to be addressed.  11 

       In conclusion, it can be argued that  12 

the Constitution Pipeline is not even  13 

needed in New York.  There is current  14 

infrastructure to carry this gas to market.  15 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Field  16 

Supervisor, David A. Stillwell, raised  17 

concern over the need for this project in  18 

early October 2012, stating that there are  19 

pipelines can carry gas from PA to the New  20 

York City area.  These include Tennessee  21 

Gas 300, the Stage Coach to Millennium  22 

route and Texas Eastern.  23 

       The threat of another pipeline is one  24 

that is unnecessary and further perpetuates  25 
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the continuance of our overconsumptive  1 

society.  Please reconsider the pipeline.  2 

Thank you again for the chance to testify  3 

on this very important issue.  4 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Barbara Loeffler,  5 

Chris Brake, William Cooke.  6 

       BARBARA LOEFFLER:  Hi, Barbara  7 

Loeffler, I live in the Town of Davenport.  8 

My address is Oneonta and I would like to  9 

bring to your attention -- I'm not going to  10 

repeat what I said the last time.  I'm very  11 

concerned with when they come up onto our  12 

mountains with the blasting and the removal  13 

of millions of cubic feet of rocks.  14 

       Because when I went to Pennsylvania,  15 

I saw many trenches, I saw pipelines, I saw  16 

compressor stations, but I didn't see the  17 

same kind of terrain in Pennsylvania that I  18 

know exists here with all the rocks in our  19 

mountains and I really seriously question  20 

their geographical studies that they've  21 

done to the terrain here.  I don't even  22 

think that they realize that they're not  23 

just going to come through here with a  24 

backhoe and make their trenches.  25 
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       And what are they going to cover it  1 

over?  Softer material that's going to wash  2 

off with our flash flooding that occurs  3 

here pretty regularly here now for the last  4 

couple years.  In my own valley, I stood on  5 

the roadway and I saw the mud line because  6 

I couldn't get there and it was the same  7 

height as me.  That's how high the water  8 

came over my road.  And I think to myself,  9 

suppose it was coming down over a trench  10 

where they have their pipeline?  This is  11 

all surface water from those huge rain  12 

storms that we've been subject to in recent  13 

times.  14 

       So I would really like you to have  15 

them somehow do some kind of a geological  16 

survey because you're coming into hard rock  17 

mountains, you're not coming into soft  18 

terrain.  And I think the potential for  19 

damage to their pipeline is huge, which  20 

means we're all at risk of undermined huge  21 

pipelines.  22 

       Even the bridges down in Schoharie, I  23 

mean, huge amounts of water.  I don't know  24 

if you've ever seen the damage from some of  25 
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these flash floods but it's incredible when  1 

you see whole bunches of houses just pushed  2 

up in a big pile.  And then you say what's  3 

going to happen to that Constitution  4 

Pipeline?  Who are they going to shore that  5 

up?  What's going to happen?  How will they  6 

get to it if it actually ruptures from  7 

boulders and houses?  8 

       And again, with the economics of the  9 

whole thing, some of the town's people, the  10 

business people here think that the gas is  11 

going to be the greatest thing since sliced  12 

bread.  It will be the opposite because  13 

when the fracking comes and the water goes,  14 

four million gallons to drill one pad.  15 

Where is that water coming from?  Maybe we  16 

could get more flash flooding, that would  17 

help, but I don't think they want to go  18 

that way.  So they need to study that  19 

because Oneonta will be a dust bowl without  20 

water.  They think 88 saved them, water is  21 

what saves them.  Without water, we are  22 

nothing, we can all just wither and go  23 

away.  24 

       MR. BRAKE:  My name is Chris Brake  25 
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and I wanted to state immediately that I'm  1 

opposed to the construction of the  2 

Constitution Pipeline, adamantly.  3 

       Thank you for allowing for an  4 

additional FERC scoping hearing in Otsego  5 

County but I respectfully request that the  6 

same level of fairness be extended to the  7 

citizens of Delaware County.  I resided my  8 

family about a mile from here at the base  9 

of Franklin Mountain, 500 feet west of mile  10 

marker 72 of the proposed Constitution  11 

Pipeline, and I want to strongly voice that  12 

the Constitution Pipeline will be a very  13 

significant inconvenience to my family.  14 

       The survey barrier starts 200 feet  15 

from the back door of our home and places  16 

my family and neighbors, the Susquehanna  17 

River, Route 88, and Riverside Elementary  18 

School, just beyond Route I-88, in the  19 

direct impact zone in the event of a  20 

catastrophe.  In fact, I'd be surprised if  21 

this building itself and the railroad lines  22 

that run behind this building are not in  23 

the direct impact zone.  24 

       I spoke at the last hearing so my  25 
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comments and requests for specific  1 

environmental impact concerns regarding our  2 

specific property are noted.  Flooding,  3 

erosion, and the effect to our property and  4 

the Susquehanna River and State Route 28  5 

are just a few.  Further, I wish to add our  6 

concerns of the prolonged use of herbicides  7 

and how this will affect our organic  8 

certification, should the pipeline cross  9 

our property.  10 

       Additionally, how will this impact  11 

all organic farmers along the entire 120  12 

mile long proposed pipeline route.  With  13 

many states and national certification  14 

agencies being used by the organic farming  15 

community, I request that you not only  16 

limit your study to the New York State  17 

based organic certifiers but organic  18 

certifiers nationally across the country  19 

that requirements are likely to change with  20 

certifiers adopting more stringent  21 

requirements in the future.  22 

       I would like to say that in my mind  23 

this pipeline represents more than a  24 

conduit for Pennsylvania based fracked  25 
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natural gas but the start of the  1 

infrastructure for the Southern Tier based  2 

fracked natural gas.  3 

       Given the unique situation of gas  4 

drilling leases already in place, one at  5 

the very end of Main Street, if this  6 

pipeline comes across our property and  7 

across the south side, there's literally a  8 

gas lease that would be recognizable, you  9 

would actually see a platform if you went  10 

up this road here about 500 feet.  This  11 

likely is indeed to lead to the full scale  12 

industrialization of cities like Oneonta.  13 

It would be irresponsible to not study this  14 

possibility completely expecting the same.  15 

       Considering there are many other  16 

existing easements already available as an  17 

alternative, I'm unsure why we're even here  18 

to discuss the construction of the  19 

Constitution Pipeline unless there were not  20 

some strategic reasons for its placement  21 

through the Marcellus Shale formation.  22 

       To think that we and others could  23 

lose their property to the construction of  24 

a pipeline that supports private investors  25 
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is beyond understanding and seemingly  1 

unconstitutional.  2 

       MR. BOWMAN:  Mr. Brake, timewise  3 

you're coming close to three minutes,  4 

thanks.  5 

       MR. BRAKE:  Thank you.  With all due  6 

respect, Cindy Ivey, I've listened to her  7 

three times describe this project and it  8 

baffles my mind that they're working on an  9 

integrity management program.  That seems  10 

to scare me.  I could understand enhancing  11 

it, adjusting it, learning from the past.  12 

But to initiate one?  13 

       Only feet from this building is a  14 

natural food store that has made great  15 

strides in installing solar panels that  16 

serve much of their energy requirements and  17 

on days allows them to sell energy back to  18 

the grid.  They serve as a model for this  19 

community and an inspiration for a volatile  20 

alternative energy future.  Thank you.  21 

       MR. COOKE:  Good evening, my name is  22 

William Cooke and I work for Citizens  23 

Campaign for the Environment.  We are an  24 

environmental and public health advocacy  25 
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organization.  I also am an organic farmer,  1 

hop farmer in Schoharie.  2 

       I want to -- Caitlin did a great job  3 

from Sierra Club on mentioning the  4 

environmental things you should look at so  5 

I just want to take a little time to remind  6 

folks one of the things that's unfortunate  7 

in this business is the industry gets to  8 

make the names.  So the Constitution  9 

Pipeline, I honestly think we should call  10 

it Unconstitutional Pipeline because there  11 

is no demonstrated need.  12 

       There's plenty of pipelines already  13 

existing so they want to use eminent domain  14 

to take our land with no condoning reason.  15 

So of course you're going to name the  16 

pipeline Constitution Pipeline because  17 

doesn't that make sense?  These companies,  18 

by the way, do business in other states, as  19 

you know, and just across the border from  20 

us those nice folks in Pennsylvania have  21 

suffered through 1,400 violations of the  22 

law by one of these companies, 1,400.  23 

       Now, it's a big company and maybe  24 

stuff goes bad once in a while so there's 5  25 
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or 10, they're doing a lot around the world  1 

so maybe there's a 100, but in Pennsylvania  2 

there were 1,400 violations.  Oh, these are  3 

nothing important, they're just health and  4 

safety and environmental, no big areas,  5 

nothing of concern.  6 

       So we got a situation where we don't  7 

need the pipeline, they're going to use  8 

eminent domain.  They're going to crash our  9 

property values.  Those who live right  10 

above it will get a little money, 40 pieces  11 

of silver I believe is the term.  But at  12 

the end of the day, this is all about  13 

fracking.  This is all about -- this is all  14 

about three very important places, China,  15 

that's where the gas is going, Korea,  16 

that's where the gas is going, and Japan,  17 

that's where the gas is going.  18 

       We'll get our properties devalued and  19 

destroyed, our water contaminated, our  20 

children made sick, but the companies will  21 

make money.  You know something?  I say to  22 

FERC, God bless you folks, and this is not  23 

personal but personally, you all ought to  24 

maybe consider changing careers.  25 

26 



 
 

  45 

       But the message I want -- in Delaware  1 

County, they don't count?  I'm missing  2 

that.  Delaware County doesn't get to see  3 

you folks but I want to just talk to you  4 

honestly about what to expect because this  5 

isn't Pennsylvania, this is New York, and  6 

we will stand and we will fight.  7 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Greg Capobianco, Phil  8 

Hulburt, Kimberly Merenz.  9 

       MR. CAPOBIANCO:  My name is Greg  10 

Capobianco.  I want to start off by letting  11 

folks know something I read in my local  12 

paper about a month and a half ago.  An  13 

article put out and published by Williams,  14 

they claim that they are trying to build a  15 

reservoir in faith.  And I'm just here to  16 

set the record straight, let's put some  17 

real truths on the table.  18 

       First of all, you've heard this but  19 

I'm going to repeat because I've got to say  20 

what I've got to say.  This company, these  21 

companies, Williams and Cabot, they have an  22 

atrocious record, entire disregard for  23 

environmental regulations.  They would  24 

rather violate and pay the fine than do  25 
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what's right.  That's how they make money.  1 

They don't care but they tell us all the  2 

required safety measurements will be taken.  3 

       But let's look at that a little bit  4 

closer.  Since we have such a little number  5 

of people per square mile, there's no  6 

requirement to inspect thousands of  7 

complicated wells along this pipeline that  8 

will traverse down our steep hills.  9 

       Instead, when the line is buried and  10 

done, they only have to fly over  11 

periodically to detect any leaks.  That  12 

doesn't make me feel real safe.  These are  13 

bad actors and they are incompetent and  14 

that should be part of what you look at  15 

when you're scoping the qualifications and  16 

the integrity of these companies.  This  17 

pipeline is going to devalue hundreds of  18 

property owner's homes, including mine.  19 

       The very thing most of us work hard  20 

our whole lives is to build equity and pass  21 

something onto our kids.  Now our homes  22 

along and near the pipeline are going to be  23 

worth less and difficult, if not  24 

impossible, to sell.  How is this good for  25 
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anybody?  Listen, the insurance companies  1 

are leery and they are already positioning  2 

not to issue policies for homes within a  3 

certain distance of pipelines.  Banks and  4 

home lenders are not going to be giving  5 

mortgages or home equity loans on  6 

properties near pipelines.  7 

       What am I going to do?  What are the  8 

rest of the people going to do on this  9 

pipeline?  Give me a break.  This is a  10 

lose/lose, it's a lose/lose for everybody.  11 

And this company, Williams, is cleverly  12 

pitting landowners and homeowners around  13 

here against each other with all these  14 

confusing alternative proposed routes.  15 

This company is manipulating for their own  16 

gains.  17 

       I worked hard my whole life.  I'm 54  18 

years old, I only have my home to show for  19 

it.  Now this renegade is going to place --  20 

is going to take a piece of what I have  21 

earned.  This is wrong, it is harmful to  22 

myself and all the hard working Americans  23 

that are going to be affected by this.  24 

This is a classic snow job by the people  25 
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that are trained to tell you whatever it  1 

takes to get this through.  They would love  2 

you to believe that they've got your back,  3 

the community will benefit from this, the  4 

world is going to be a better place.  And  5 

as you've heard before, the fact of the  6 

matter is this company is going to make  7 

tons of money and we will be left with  8 

devalued real estate, health and safety  9 

risk and effects.  It's just an absolute  10 

disaster.  11 

       A quick point on New York City  12 

Reservoir System.  So right away, New York  13 

City Reservoir System, we're going to avoid  14 

that.  This pipeline runs through multiple  15 

municipal reservoir watersheds, including  16 

mine, and there's no regard for the 5,000  17 

people in my village and the 2,000 college  18 

students that are in that village if the  19 

pipeline has an accident and explodes or  20 

leaks or damages or pollutes the aquifer  21 

that my village depends on.  So I guess,  22 

what, 5,000 people don't count but 9  23 

million do.  I think I get it.  24 

       So I have got to tell you that we are  25 
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-- as the person prior said, we are going  1 

to fight this.  We are going to exercise  2 

our rights as taxpayers and citizens and  3 

members of the community.  We are very  4 

familiar with adversity.  Someone mentioned  5 

the floods here.  I don't know if you have  6 

any clue what happened here a year and a  7 

month ago, it was unbelievably devastating.  8 

We have more resolve than you could ever  9 

imagine and we are not going to back down.  10 

       Regarding the EIS and some of the  11 

things we'd like you to -- I'd look you to  12 

look at, they have been mentioned before  13 

but people are part of the environment so  14 

please look at the real estate devaluation,  15 

look at how you are recking hundreds of  16 

people's lives and what they have worked  17 

their entire lives to build and pass onto  18 

their kids.  19 

       What about the number of people that  20 

are really at risk in the zone of impact or  21 

really what is the kill zone or the damage  22 

zone or the explosion zone of these  23 

pipelines when accident happens?  How about  24 

the damage to roads and what the  25 
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communities are going to have to pay to  1 

rebuild all these roads?  There are  2 

communities that are bonding $200,000 or  3 

$300,000 when they're going to be facing 5  4 

million dollars worth of road damage.  Give  5 

me a break.  6 

       I would like you to look at the  7 

seismic issue.  There have been an  8 

increasing amount of seismic activity  9 

that's been reported in Upstate New York.  10 

I think it is something that really needs  11 

to be looked at, especially in the shaky  12 

and patch worked sub terrain geology that  13 

we have around here.  14 

       And let me just -- I'm just going to  15 

close with, look, running roughshod over  16 

homeowners and wrecking people's lives  17 

should not be what we do in 2012, maybe in  18 

1890, but not now and not here.  Williams  19 

sees us as another podunk rural area full  20 

of people they think they can bowl over.  21 

And maybe they can pull this off over in  22 

Pennsylvania but New Yorkers are different.  23 

We won't stand for it.  We are smart,  24 

strong, determined, and will not back down.  25 
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We love and respect and value our land.  We  1 

won't take it lying down.  We won't stand  2 

for it, we will fight you.  Thank you.  3 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Phil Hulburt.  4 

       MR. HULBURT:  My name is Phil  5 

Hulburt, H-U-L-B-U-R-T.  My family and I  6 

own property in East Meredith, New York and  7 

we are potentially affected landowners by  8 

the Constitution Pipeline.  9 

       Previously I have asked you to  10 

address, as part of your Environmental  11 

Impact Statement, the socioeconomic impacts  12 

associated with possible impacts from  13 

homeowners seeking to maintain their  14 

insurance policies.  I've tried to gather  15 

my own information on this point and I will  16 

read an excerpt to you from a letter that I  17 

wrote to my own insurance company dated  18 

September 19th, 2012.  19 

       I have heard that I might not be able  20 

to maintain my current homeowner's policy  21 

if in fact the pipeline is built and  22 

crosses my property.  Uncertainty regarding  23 

this issue abounds among potentially  24 

affected landowners.  To clarify this  25 
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matter, I seek your answers to the  1 

following questions.  2 

       If the pipeline is built across a  3 

portion of my property, will you renew my  4 

current policy?  If so, will I pay an  5 

increased premium attributable to the  6 

presence of the pipeline to maintain my  7 

current level of coverage?  What damage to  8 

my home during construction and during  9 

operation of the pipeline will be covered  10 

by my current policy?  And lastly, can you  11 

provide me with any other non-confidential  12 

information about the known or potential  13 

impacts of pipeline construction and  14 

operation on the homeowner's insurance  15 

polices that you issue?  16 

       As of this morning, I received no  17 

written reply to my inquiry of September  18 

19th so I called the property insurance  19 

company and spoke to them and they had my  20 

letter.  They were still discussing how to  21 

reply but basically they indicated that by  22 

policy, they would not reply to  23 

hypothetical questions.  These would not be  24 

hypothetical questions if in fact there is  25 
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a pipeline that crosses landowner's  1 

property.  2 

       Accordingly, I wish to refocus my  3 

remarks and ask you in your EIS to  4 

thoroughly address this for individual  5 

landowners and cumulatively across this  6 

pipeline.  And stating my position, my  7 

family and I remain opposed to the  8 

Constitution Pipeline.  Thank you.  9 

       MS. MERENZ:  Hello, my name is  10 

Kimberly Merenz, that's M-E-R-E-N-Z.  I  11 

live in Richmondville, New York.  12 

       VOICE:  Louder.  13 

       MS. MERENZ:  I live in Richmondville,  14 

New York and I work for U.S. Department of  15 

Agriculture.  My statements are not related  16 

to my official position as a federal  17 

officer and are not the official position  18 

of the Department of Agriculture.  19 

       I would ask that the committee  20 

consider the soils for water management for  21 

the planned Constitution Pipeline project.  22 

The proposed Route R will pass within 600  23 

feet of my home and I have analyzed one  24 

mile of that nearby route.  25 
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       Proposed Route R would be buried in  1 

soils which are predominantly Volusia  2 

channery silt loam, Mardin channery silt  3 

loam, Lordstown and Oquaga, very stony  4 

soils.  Lordstown channery silt loam and  5 

Chippewa and Norwich stony silt loams.  The  6 

suitability rating in these soils for  7 

shallow excavation is very limited and  8 

unfavorable for trenching.  9 

       The storm water management in these  10 

soils is also very limiting and indicates  11 

that it's unfavorable for design,  12 

construction and performance of storm  13 

weather management and the storm water  14 

infiltration in these soils is rated as the  15 

most limiting, indicating that the soils  16 

are not favorable for infiltration  17 

practices and it would potentially result  18 

in greater groundwater contamination.  19 

       The depth to the hard rock, the hard  20 

bedrock and cemented pan is less than 70  21 

centimeters and about 40 percent of this  22 

area and occurs mainly up slope of the  23 

residential areas.  Any trenching in this  24 

area would likely result in groundwater  25 
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contamination and most of that trenching  1 

would occur in a very restrictive layer at  2 

the highest elevation.  3 

       The depth to the water table in this  4 

area is 0-46 centimeters so there's  5 

numerous seeps exiting the ground where the  6 

lithic bedrock has penetrated the soil  7 

surface and the water table in this area is  8 

very susceptible to surface contamination.  9 

The residents rely on the water in this  10 

area to recharge their wells and for inputs  11 

to ponds and wetlands.  12 

       The frost action in this area is  13 

rated at moderate to high and the potential  14 

for lateral and upward expansion of the  15 

soil is likely, with frost heaving and low  16 

soil strength during thawing, which could  17 

cause significant damage to rigid  18 

structures.  I have personally recorded  19 

temperatures at minus 20 degrees Fahrenheit  20 

at my home.  Many of the soil types in this  21 

area also present a moderate to high risk  22 

of corrosion and special site examination  23 

is needed to determine if there is a severe  24 

hazard for corrosion in this area.  This  25 
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information was gathered from the USDA  1 

Natural Resource Conservation Service Web  2 

Soil Survey Site.  3 

       I would also ask that the entire  4 

length of the proposed route be analyzed,  5 

not only for soil and water management, but  6 

serious consideration be given to the  7 

numerous minor geological faults in which  8 

any proposed route would cross and the  9 

likely damage to rigid pipelines from  10 

earthquakes.  This area of New York has  11 

seen earthquakes up to 4.1 in magnitude and  12 

many are very shallow.  The U.S. Geological  13 

Survey has recorded 19 minor earthquakes  14 

over the past 5 years within 2 to 3 miles  15 

of the proposed Wright Compressor Station.  16 

       I would also ask that a complete  17 

survey be conducted for the Indiana Bat,  18 

which is a federally listed endangered  19 

species in Schoharie County, and for the  20 

following aquatic species of special  21 

concern in New York State:  Eastern  22 

Hellbender, the Marbled Salamander, the  23 

Jefferson Salamander, the Blue-Spotted  24 

Salamander, the Longtail Salamander, the  25 
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Eastern Spadefoot Toad, and the Southern  1 

Leopard Frog, as well as any other  2 

endangered threat or species of special  3 

concern to New York.  Any occurrence of  4 

these species may be delimited and  5 

documented in order to determine the  6 

potential impacts to their limited  7 

populations.  8 

       Finally, I would ask that we all  9 

remember that our ancestors came to this  10 

country for their freedom and fought and  11 

died for our freedom to speak.  When we  12 

deny even one of our neighbors their  13 

freedom to speak, we dishonor all those who  14 

have died for that freedom.  May you all --  15 

may you and all beings be happy and free  16 

from suffering.  Thank you.  17 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  David Berg.  David  18 

Berg, Stephanie Berg, Ruby Wilson.  19 

       MR. BERG:  Good evening and thank you  20 

for giving me the opportunity to speak.  21 

Now, I'm really reluctantly involved in  22 

this, it's kind of been forced upon me by  23 

fate.  But as I was -- I'm not, in  24 

principle, an opponent of natural gas  25 
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drilling or any of its production.  1 

However, after talking to my fellow  2 

landowners, my residents in my county, I'm  3 

in Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania, I  4 

realized that most of them simply don't  5 

realize the significance of this project.  6 

       Most of the residents in Susquehanna  7 

County are so awash with pipeline,  8 

drilling, and all of the other associated  9 

activities, such as the trucks on the road,  10 

that they're desensitized.  People have  11 

begun to feel that generally they can't do  12 

anything about it.  They feel hopeless and  13 

they feel there's nothing they can do.  14 

       We have hundreds, if not thousands,  15 

of lakes, ponds, streams, wetlands,  16 

habitats that will be severely impacted by  17 

the project.  Many of these areas have  18 

threatened and endangered species on them.  19 

It's inconceivable to me that clearing a  20 

100 foot wide or more path 121 miles long  21 

will not significantly impact water quality  22 

and the health of these species, soil  23 

erosion, the elimination of cooling, shade  24 

trees, fragmentation of habitats, they will  25 
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all be factors.  Much of the forested  1 

buffers that protect these wetlands and  2 

water sources will be destroyed, and  3 

planting grass in it's place does not  4 

provide equal protection to that of forest  5 

canopy.  6 

       As far as land use and recreation,  7 

the proposed pipeline will forever alter  8 

land use in our area.  We have no wish to  9 

see a long line of grassed land cutting  10 

through our forests which have finally come  11 

back after generations of senseless logging  12 

and overharvesting.  Recreation such as  13 

hunting, fishing, hiking, it will all be  14 

adversely impacted.  Many of us use our  15 

land for the solace and quiet of the woods.  16 

That feeling of solace will be irrevocably  17 

changed by this adverse visual impact  18 

created by a long scar of a pipeline  19 

through our lands.  According to the  20 

Williams Company, we retain the use of our  21 

land after the pipeline is constructed.  22 

However, they state that we cannot build on  23 

the right of way or plant trees on it.  24 

       For many of us, including myself,  25 
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those are the two only reasons we purchased  1 

the property in the first place.  Property  2 

values will certainly be affected.  The  3 

natural beauty is one of the most important  4 

factors in the land for us, as is the right  5 

to use the land in any manner we please and  6 

not have the restriction of no trees and no  7 

buildings put on us.  I intend to keep my  8 

land in forest at such time in the future  9 

that it becomes feasible to build upon it.  10 

If the Williams Company and Cabot Oil want  11 

the property, the only just compensation is  12 

to purchase it outright for the total value  13 

of the land and future mineral rights below  14 

it.  15 

       As far as safety, there's many  16 

concerns, I'll just hit on a little bit.  17 

I'm sure that in general pipelines have a  18 

good record of safety but there's always an  19 

inherent risk of transmission of natural  20 

gas in the form of potential gas leaks,  21 

explosions.  Increased risks are also  22 

inherent in the increased traffic and  23 

construction in the area.  Susquehanna  24 

County is a hotbed of natural gas drilling,  25 
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gathering line construction and other  1 

activity.  The landscape is becoming dotted  2 

with well pads, gathering pipeline pads.  3 

Many of us have already become alarmed by  4 

how even the gathering pipeline right of  5 

ways are even an intrusion on the  6 

landscape.  7 

       The addition of the proposed  8 

Constitution Pipeline will create major  9 

cumulative impacts.  The current drilling  10 

and pipeline projects are already adding to  11 

the adverse impacts to our water, land, air  12 

and visual environment, not to mention the  13 

increasing noise we deal with every day in  14 

the form of truck traffic, construction  15 

noise.  The safety of our roads has also  16 

come into question.  These aren't short  17 

term impacts, they've already been going on  18 

for at least 2 years, maybe even 3 now, I'm  19 

not sure.  I've lost count myself.  I mean,  20 

I'm numb myself.  The Construction Pipeline  21 

would add additional adverse impacts  22 

resulting in major cumulative impacts.  23 

       I understand that the Williams  24 

Company and Cabot are planning on beginning  25 
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adverse negotiations with landowners for  1 

right of way prior to FERC approval.  I've  2 

heard this on the radio actually in an  3 

interview with Doug Clark, the attorney.  I  4 

don't believe that the Williams Company and  5 

Cabot should be engaging in such practices  6 

because having leasing agreements prior to  7 

approval will give them potential leverage  8 

in future legal arguments.  9 

       The entire process is weighted  10 

towards approval.  Only by strenuous  11 

objection can the public at large have any  12 

impact, and most of that public in  13 

Susquehanna County has grown too tired of  14 

all the activity and too numb to fight.  15 

And by the time they realize what is going  16 

on, it will be too late.  I believe that  17 

more time for the public to be educated is  18 

needed in Susquehanna County and I request  19 

an extension of the scoping period for my  20 

community.  Thank you.  21 

       MS. BERG:  My name is Stefanie  22 

Dickson Berg, S-T-E-F-A-N-I-E.  I would  23 

like to say, first of all, shame on some of  24 

you New Yorkers for not thinking that we  25 
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Pennsylvanians care.  I too have driven up  1 

from Jackson Township, Susquehanna County,  2 

Pennsylvania.  This is my second FERC  3 

meeting.  I'm originally from the City of  4 

Oneonta, my roots in this area are deep.  5 

       The proposed Constitution Pipeline is  6 

coming through my property, slicing it in  7 

half between mile markers 11 and 12.  It's  8 

going to affect wetlands on my property and  9 

at least one endangered species.  My land  10 

is 100 percent forested, it includes some  11 

streams.  My family bought this land with a  12 

plan to have it for our recreation, for  13 

just having peace, and for just having a  14 

piece of God's green earth, and this  15 

property is ours and our children's.  16 

       The proposed pipeline is going to be  17 

cutting into our forest up to 200 feet of  18 

easement property, turning it into  19 

grassland which we can do nothing with.  It  20 

will affect our ability to enjoy it, it  21 

will affect the wildlife on it and I am  22 

opposed to this pipeline on our property.  23 

It is taking no regard for the fact that  24 

it's cutting through the middle.  It's  25 
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taking no regard that I actually have  1 

property lines they could consider at the  2 

best case scenario.  I'm strongly opposed  3 

to it.  You need to consider the views and  4 

the thoughts of all of us landowners.  5 

Thank you.  6 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Ruby Wilson, James  7 

Baldo, Christine Rouche.  Ruby Wilson.  8 

Move on to James Baldo.  9 

       MR. BALDO:  My names is James Baldo,  10 

B-A-L-D-O.  I am a property owner at mile  11 

marker 72 and thank God I have a neighbor  12 

who told me that we should be here.  A few  13 

weeks ago, some young man, a nice young  14 

man, approached me and asked me if I would  15 

sign.  And I don't know what I signed, I  16 

don't know if I signed away my rights or  17 

what, but if I would allow them to come  18 

onto my property and survey the property.  19 

And I didn't really know much about what  20 

was going on because I wasn't paying  21 

attention which is a shame on me.  22 

       And after a conversation with the  23 

young man, basically it was explained to me  24 

by him that eminent domain would allow him  25 

26 



 
 

  65 

to come on the property anyway.  So I said  1 

why create a hassle, I signed and let him  2 

come on the property.  And when we were  3 

having that discussion, he indicated that  4 

the route -- actually, he showed it to me,  5 

that the route that the pipeline was going  6 

to be on was on the ridge at the top of the  7 

mountain.  This would be basically over by  8 

Franklin.  And at the top of the mountain,  9 

it didn't seem to affect a whole heck of a  10 

lot except the ridge.  11 

       And then when the neighbors came and  12 

said you ought to come here tonight, my  13 

wife and I decided to come here.  We were  14 

here, we were looking at this map out front  15 

and the pipeline changed.  It's not on the  16 

ridge that the individual showed me, it's  17 

literally right straight through our  18 

property, as a couple other people here  19 

have indicated.  And if you cut my property  20 

in half, I have two worthless pieces of  21 

property.  It doesn't seem right that I was  22 

misled and misinformed by a representative  23 

of the pipeline people.  24 

       So prior to coming here, like I said,  25 
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I had no opinion because I really wasn't  1 

paying much attention to it.  But I  2 

certainly have an opinion now and the  3 

opinion now is I don't want a pipeline  4 

though my property that's destroying my  5 

property value.  6 

       I lived in Pennsylvania, I lived in  7 

Bradford, Pennsylvania.  We had -- in  8 

Bradford, Pennsylvania, they had the only  9 

donkey they're called, the wells, the oil  10 

wells, at a McDonald's.  You'd pull into  11 

the McDonald's drive-thru and you'd go by  12 

-- yeah, it is funny, you would go by the  13 

donkey.  And when you walked out of your  14 

house in the morning, because it was near  15 

Oil City, that should tell you a lot, there  16 

was a refinery in town.  17 

       When you would walk of out of your  18 

house, you would have this beautiful aroma  19 

of refining oil in the air.  And then at  20 

the end of the day you would go home and  21 

blow your nose and your napkin was filthy  22 

black.  And then you would turn on the  23 

water fountain or the water spicket in your  24 

kitchen and you would hope to God that you  25 
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didn't have to drink what came out of  1 

there.  2 

       So if that's what's happening in  3 

Pennsylvania because of oil refineries and  4 

oil pipelines, I got to assume and I'm  5 

going to make an assumption, we all know  6 

what happens when you assume but I'm going  7 

to stand on it this time.  I'm going to  8 

assume that what we're doing here isn't  9 

healthy, it isn't good for the environment,  10 

it certainly isn't good for my property.  11 

And I have a water source that bubbles up  12 

and it's a spring and when my wife and  13 

family and I travel, the first thing we do  14 

when we come home is run to our water  15 

source because it's outstanding water.  16 

       So we're opposed to it, it's a shame  17 

that we were misled.  And I'm not going to  18 

use the word lied too, well, I guess I just  19 

did.  It's a shame we were misled and we  20 

were led to believe that it was something  21 

than what it is.  So we are opposed and I'm  22 

on the record.  Thank you so much.  23 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Christine Roche.  24 

       MS. ROCHE:  My name is Christine  25 
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Roche, R-O-C-H-E.  My husband and I own 127  1 

acres on White Hill Road in Davenport.  2 

Both proposed routes cross our property.  I  3 

have prepared a lot to say tonight but I  4 

won't get through it all with the time I've  5 

been allotted so I will be submitting my  6 

feelings in full in writing.  7 

       To sum everything up, I'd like to  8 

state that I fully oppose the pipeline.  I  9 

grew up on a dairy farm in Delaware County  10 

and learned to love and respect nature.  11 

I've spent the last 12 years living in  12 

Broome County and 12 years working toward  13 

return to living in Delaware County.  The  14 

property we have owned for the last 6 years  15 

is the love of our life.  We enjoy  16 

everything about it, from the bald eagles  17 

to the turtles in our pond, and everything  18 

in between.  We have invested many dollars  19 

in this property, we've invested our  20 

hearts.  We spent hundreds of hours  21 

clearing a field for the pigs and chickens  22 

and goats we've planned to raise.  We've  23 

spent thousands of dollars on a barn.  24 

We've spent hundreds of hours preparing the  25 
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site for our home.  1 

       We had plans to break ground on June  2 

1st of this year.  Concerned about energy,  3 

we were building a passive solar home with  4 

a windmill to provide electricity.  Those  5 

plans were placed on hold in early May when  6 

we learned that this pipeline was slated to  7 

go through the heart of our home site.  8 

       Let me say that although many of my  9 

comments relate to compensation, no amount  10 

of compensation would convince me to  11 

willingly give our property to this  12 

project.  No amount of compensation would  13 

be enough to outweigh the harm and risk  14 

that this project will bring to the area  15 

and our environment.  16 

       I'm infuriated about hundreds of  17 

things.  Infuriated that the company stands  18 

to make millions of dollars can take the  19 

property from hard-working citizens against  20 

their will.  Infuriated that a government  21 

would allow this to happen.  Infuriated  22 

that people's dreams and properties are  23 

sacrificed and sacrificed without fair  24 

compensation.  Infuriated that we have to  25 
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pay taxes on the property that we won't  1 

have free use of.  Infuriated that counties  2 

and towns receive tax revenues based on our  3 

loss.  This company isn't taking their  4 

property, they're taking ours, but it's a  5 

good way of buying them off.  6 

       I'm infuriated that some governments  7 

and citizens are influenced by the dollars  8 

they hold in their face and are willing to  9 

sacrifice everything else.  Infuriated that  10 

people who willingly allow the drilling of  11 

gas on their property are paid hundreds of  12 

thousands of dollars but that people whose  13 

property is taken from them against their  14 

will are not paid fairly for the  15 

transportation of that gas.  16 

       Infuriated that eminent domain is  17 

permitted for transmission lines, thereby  18 

eliminating the power of the landowner to  19 

keep it off their property or to negotiate  20 

payment in the same manner allowed for  21 

gathering lines.  This effectively allows  22 

the gas companies to steal the land from  23 

the people who have worked so hard for it.  24 

       I'm infuriated that Oneonta wants  25 
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this gas so badly, yet Alternate Route M  1 

travels miles up the mountain to go around  2 

it.  Infuriated that we are put in this  3 

position to sell our property because I  4 

refuse to build a house next to this  5 

pipeline.  I refuse to deal with the risks  6 

and not have free use of the land that we  7 

bought.  I'm infuriated that our well-being  8 

is put at risk by this company and its  9 

unsafe practices, that the environment is  10 

put at risk by this company.  11 

       Infuriated that the natural gas  12 

industry is allowed to continue doing what  13 

they do, despite their unsafe track record.  14 

Infuriated over the lack of oversite and  15 

underregulation of this industry.  16 

Infuriated that the industry is allowed to  17 

set their standards.  It's not the  18 

government setting standards based on  19 

science and independent research.  20 

       I'm infuriated that Williams and  21 

Cabot have proposed to go straight through  22 

the middle of properties, as opposed to  23 

following property lines.  Infuriated that  24 

there are no minimal setback regulations in  25 
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regard to the pipeline.  Infuriated that  1 

125 feet of trees will be cut down, taking  2 

our privacy and tranquility and the  3 

sanctuary of wildlife.  Infuriated that it  4 

will be difficult to keep four wheelers and  5 

snowmobiles off of it.  I'm infuriated that  6 

Williams and Cabot have not been upfront  7 

about the number of compressor stations  8 

that will be built to support the  9 

transportation of the natural gas in this  10 

line.  I'm infuriated that the population  11 

determines the class of a pipeline, and  12 

therefore the requirements and regulations  13 

surrounding the pipeline.  My opinion is  14 

that my life and the life of my husband is  15 

as important as the life of anyone living  16 

in a more populated area.  17 

       I'm infuriated that Williams and  18 

Cabot house the jobs that the project will  19 

bring to the area while history in  20 

Pennsylvania shows that few local citizens  21 

will actually be employed in the project.  22 

Infuriated that the history of Pennsylvania  23 

shows that the economic impact of the  24 

project is only temporary, yet the promise  25 
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of economic impact so greatly influences  1 

people's decisions.  I'm infuriated over  2 

the belief that this is just the beginning  3 

of the industrialization of our beautiful  4 

countryside.  Infuriated that solar and  5 

wind power aren't more supported by our  6 

government.  Infuriated that natural gas  7 

industry is allowed to shove millions of  8 

dollars into lobbying politicians to ensure  9 

their goals are met.  Infuriated that  10 

politicians accept those dollars.  11 

Infuriated that this will lead to fracking  12 

in our area.  13 

       In that regard, I have concerns over  14 

the irreparable poisoning of the earth's  15 

water, the use of millions of gallons of  16 

water per day at a time when we are  17 

experiencing droughts never seen before.  18 

Concern for the pollution of our air, the  19 

damage to the health of all living  20 

creatures.  I'm infuriated that my life has  21 

been put on hold because of this project.  22 

I'm infuriated that I'm now throwing  23 

thousands of dollars more out the window  24 

for rent instead of putting it towards a  25 
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mortgage, as I thought I would be doing.  I  1 

don't suppose Williams and Cabot will be  2 

reimbursing me for that.  3 

       I'm also concerned.  Concerned about  4 

everything that everyone has talked about  5 

tonight and in previous scoping sessions.  6 

I'm concerned over the safety record of  7 

this company.  I'm concerned about what  8 

risks this opens us up to in the future in  9 

terms of the right of way, coexisting  10 

lines, future compressor stations, other  11 

stations, air, ground and water pollution,  12 

safe and efficient drinking water for our  13 

home, ground, pond and world in general.  14 

       Our ability to obtain and maintain  15 

affordable insurance.  Emergency  16 

preparedness, what we will be left with if  17 

the pipeline company abandons the pipeline  18 

and our ability to get restitution after  19 

something does go wrong.  Experience from  20 

Pennsylvania shows little to no support  21 

from government agencies in that it's an  22 

uphill battle with them against us.  23 

       MR. BOWMAN:  Less than a minute, Ms.  24 

Roceg, please.  25 
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       MS. ROCHE:  I'm concerned for the  1 

integrity of our dam and for the wetlands  2 

on our property, the steep terrain the  3 

routes travel and the destruction of local  4 

roads.  I'm concerned that the real purpose  5 

of this pipeline is to light the structure  6 

for future drilling in the region and to  7 

export natural gas after having taken our  8 

property by eminent domain.  9 

       In the end, our story isn't any  10 

different than any other landowner whose  11 

property is being taken from them against  12 

their will.  The details might be different  13 

but the results are the same.  It's the  14 

same story of concern of safety, loss of  15 

freedom, loss of serenity, loss of dreams,  16 

and loss of what a person loves so dearly.  17 

I ask FERC to consider all of these  18 

statements.  Thank you.  19 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Bill Roche.  Bill  20 

Roche, Rudy Whitbeck, Jenelle Whitbeck.  21 

Bill Roche.  22 

       MR. ROCHE:  Good evening.  Thank you  23 

for allowing us to speak our mind here,  24 

agree or disagree.  We hope that you in the  25 
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future, very near future, allow the  1 

residents of Delaware County to do the  2 

same.  3 

       My name is Bill Roche, R-O-C-H-E, I  4 

am a landowner of 127 acres.  I last spoke  5 

about the science, as I understood it.  6 

Come to learn it, it's not my area of  7 

expertise so it took some time to try to  8 

understand bits and parts of what natural  9 

gas was going to mean to so many different  10 

areas.  11 

       The last time I spoke to you, I spoke  12 

to you about science.  It was a little bit  13 

easier for me because it's pretty much what  14 

I do for a living and the basis of what I  15 

do is built on science.  I spoke to you  16 

about the direct impact zone, about the  17 

blow in the burn lines and the burn radius  18 

and how it will affect initially where  19 

Oneonta and Otsego County thought maybe it  20 

would not affect them.  21 

       There's -- as I said in my last  22 

meeting to you, there's a 911 line that  23 

goes right through that mountain and the  24 

natural gas line is built under it and over  25 
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it.  And so the impact of blowing that line  1 

in milliseconds will certainly affect both  2 

the residents of Otsego and Delaware  3 

County.  4 

       What I would like to speak for a few  5 

seconds tonight on is something much more  6 

difficult for me.  I need to separate the  7 

science and my heart and tonight I would  8 

like to speak about my heart.  I was born  9 

in Hell's Kitchen, New York, 45th Street  10 

and 10th Avenue.  I was left to an  11 

orphanage with my identical twin brother.  12 

       We looked forward to a thing called  13 

the Fresh Air Fund.  It would take us out  14 

of the city and bring us up to a place like  15 

Delaware County, Otsego County.  That was  16 

done once a year, that when we got out of  17 

the city.  Then one day these two angels  18 

walked into the orphanage and they brought  19 

us to a place called Hartwick, New York.  20 

And we really understood then what country  21 

living was all about and what fresh air was  22 

all about.  And my foster dad would say to  23 

my brother and I, you know boys, keep your  24 

nose to the grindstone.  If you keep your  25 
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nose to the grindstone, America, you'll  1 

grow well, and we did.  2 

       I graduated from one of the most  3 

prestigious Ivy league schools in the  4 

United States.  I work at a medical center  5 

with children that I love each and every  6 

day.  I work at three universities in the  7 

graduate medical divisions in teaching.  I  8 

kept my nose to the grindstone.  I saved.  9 

I met my wife and I bought 127 acres with  10 

her in Davenport.  11 

       One day we said we would close the  12 

gates and we'd never look back.  We spent  13 

the dollars to put what we thought would be  14 

the right thing, to be green, to show the  15 

children around us, the future around us,  16 

the ones who we sent, the Fresh Air Fund  17 

fund.  Let's bring kids, let's see, let's  18 

keep it clean.  And so we did a passive  19 

solar architect home.  We cleared a pad so  20 

that we could have wind energy and be off  21 

the grid.  So the shovel was supposed to be  22 

in the ground on June 1st, as my wife said,  23 

and we got the letter on May 15th I believe  24 

it was and things have gone downhill from  25 
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there.  1 

       We are now renting a home in  2 

Bainbridge, New York, beautiful area, when  3 

what we should be doing is enjoying some  4 

retirement and some fun in the fresh air in  5 

the way in which my foster parents grew us.  6 

I appreciated what my foster parents did  7 

for me.  They brought me to a county that  8 

allowed me to grow, provided me  9 

opportunities, provided me the opportunity  10 

with education that allowed me to keep my  11 

nose to the grindstone and I'm here to give  12 

back to this community what it so afforded  13 

me.  What I'm asking FERC to do is to allow  14 

my family the opportunity to grow in  15 

Delaware County and Otsego County.  Thank  16 

you.  17 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Rudy Whitbeck.  18 

       RUDY WHITBECK:  My name is Rudy  19 

Whitbeck, I live in Delaware County,  20 

Township of Sidney.  As a Vietnam veteran,  21 

I decided to research the United Nations  22 

Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel  23 

Inhumane and Degrading Treatment and  24 

Punishment, as prepared by the U.S.  25 
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Department of State with assistance from  1 

many other people in the federal  2 

government.  3 

       This statement says every unit of  4 

government at every level within the United  5 

States is committed by law, as well as  6 

policy, to protect the individual's life,  7 

liberty and physical integrity.  8 

       Every week we wait to hear from a  9 

Constitution Pipeline concerning Alternate  10 

M Pipeline which its route indicates it's  11 

to be within 5 to 15 or 5 to 500 feet from  12 

our house and directly across the 20 foot  13 

County Road from our house.  We have asked  14 

a land representative twice in person for a  15 

route change.  We have e-mailed as  16 

requested and we have written to the  17 

Constitution Pipeline again to change the  18 

plan to either the right to left as it is  19 

open property with no houses to destroy.  20 

We wonder every hour what we can do.  This  21 

constant uncertainty is cruel and unusual  22 

punishment for people who have never  23 

committed a crime, paid our taxes and  24 

improved the property that is now destined  25 
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for destruction.  1 

       If published facts are to believe,  2 

there is little need for natural gas in  3 

this area.  This pipeline is supposed to  4 

benefit.  My question is why in hell does  5 

Constitution Pipeline have the right to  6 

violate my Constitutional rights for the  7 

sole purpose of invested profits?  8 

       This is a book from the Hazardous  9 

Materials Safety Administration.  The lines  10 

being put into service in the various shale  11 

planes like the Marcellus in Utica are  12 

generally of much large diameter and  13 

operating at a higher pressure than  14 

traditional rural gas lines, increasing the  15 

concerns for safety of the environment and  16 

people near operations.  17 

       Data collected about these new  18 

pipelines would contribute to a body of  19 

knowledge, enabling safer and more reliable  20 

pipeline operations.  This is a 208 copy of  21 

Emergency Response Guidebook that is to be  22 

used by trained responders according to  23 

requirements of the U.S. Department of  24 

Labor, Occupational Safety and Health  25 
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Administration, OSHA 29 CFR 1910.120 and  1 

regulations issued by the U.S. EPA.  That's  2 

EPA 40 CFR, part 311.  A 2012 edition is  3 

for sale at Amazon.com.  I believe the  4 

information for this topic is the same as  5 

this company.  6 

       Gas pipelines are listed as one of  7 

the first addressed hazards in this book.  8 

There are 23 pages of potential hazards of  9 

gas line leaks and/or spills, encompassing  10 

health, fire, evacuation, explosion and  11 

first aide.  There is a chart of initial  12 

isolation and protective action distances,  13 

specifically addressing gas line leaks and  14 

spills.  15 

       What exactly are the environmental  16 

human health risks associated with  17 

construction and operation of this  18 

Construction Pipeline?  Will landowners be  19 

notified and updated and in a timely  20 

manner?  During construction, will we be  21 

kept prisoners within our home due to  22 

increased truck and equipment traffic?  We  23 

ask this as we are caregivers for a  24 

handicapped 4 year old and I don't want to  25 
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live in a 24 hour a day supermarket  1 

service.  Thank you.  2 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Jenelle Whitbeck.  3 

       JENELLE WHITBECK:  Hello, I'm Jenelle  4 

Whitbeck.  That's Juliet, Alpha, November,  5 

Echo, Lima, Lima, Echo, space, Whiskey,  6 

Hotel, India, Tango, Bravo, Echo, Charlie,  7 

Kilo.  I am a concerned full-time resident  8 

in Delaware County.  9 

       I am seriously concerned about the  10 

negative impacts of the pipeline on the  11 

environmental population as a human and  12 

economic as well as social integrity of the  13 

county and state.  A member of the Delaware  14 

County Town Council implied in the paper  15 

that most of the full-time residents in  16 

this county are in favor of the pipeline.  17 

If this is true, why are there signs 5 to 1  18 

ratio or greater stating no pipeline.  19 

Natural gas is a cleaner fossil fuel.  20 

       Yes, it is cleaner to burn, but to  21 

extract makes twice as much CO2 than any  22 

other fossil fuel.  This is just in regards  23 

to the heavy-equipment needed to extract  24 

the natural gas, maintain that equipment.  25 
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For example, the trucks needed to take away  1 

the frack water.  It is said that the  2 

pipeline and hydraulic fracturing for  3 

natural gas is safer than water supplies.  4 

If this is true, then why are no pipelines  5 

and fracking pads planned in the vicinity  6 

of the New York City Water Reservoir?  It  7 

is said that natural gas will increase  8 

economics in the community.  If this is  9 

true, then why is homeowner's insurance  10 

being denied to some homes that are on the  11 

Alternate M Pipeline Route?  12 

       These are four of a multitude of  13 

contradictions, falsehoods, and fraudulent  14 

statements being seen and heard in the  15 

media, broadcasted around towns and talked  16 

about from neighbor to neighbor.  17 

       To top it off, when people get into  18 

the frack website, they are greeted by a  19 

warning in big black letters that to  20 

willingly and knowingly lie to the  21 

government is a crime.  I am paraphrasing  22 

that paraphrased statement.  The Federal  23 

Law that allows this, U.S. Title 18,  24 

Section 1001, for the most part is correct.  25 
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It is a criminal activity to lie to the  1 

federal government but it is also a federal  2 

crime for the government to knowingly lie  3 

to the public.  4 

       Who can the public contact?  Who can  5 

the public contact when the government  6 

falsifies statements to the general public  7 

or the general landowners?  Is the public  8 

supposed to go to the FBI, the Department  9 

of State or is it the Department of  10 

Justice, or all of them?  Is not being  11 

provided this information a form of  12 

fraudulent or corrupt behavior?  What other  13 

laws pertain to this type of government  14 

corruption?  Does Title 18 U.S.C. Section  15 

1001 apply or is it Title 18 U.S.C. Section  16 

1519 or is it the CFR which is Code of  17 

Federal Regulation such as 5 CFR 2635.101  18 

or is there more?  19 

       In short, who is ultimately  20 

responsible as well as which laws enforce  21 

federal agencies needed to be contacted to  22 

uphold the rules, regulations and laws that  23 

government this country?  Thank you, have a  24 

nice day.  25 
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       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Dev Kernan, Ann  1 

Stack, Giuseppe Fiduli.  2 

       MR. KERNAN:  My name is Dev Kernan.  3 

I am here to speak for the Henry S. Kernan  4 

land trust and my four brothers and  5 

sisters, my parents, the generations that  6 

follow us, which is now one that we hope to  7 

before long.  8 

       We have a piece of land in Delaware  9 

County that we've had for close to three  10 

quarters of a century.  We put it into a  11 

trust that will preserve that piece of land  12 

for at least another 125 years after  13 

substantial sacrifice personally.  We feel  14 

that this pipeline which will cross over a  15 

mile of our property is unwarranted.  We  16 

generally agree with the emotional and  17 

factual statements that people have made  18 

here and opinions that they've given so I'm  19 

going to limit myself to only a few  20 

additional points that I hope that FERC  21 

will study very carefully.  22 

       In the brochure that FERC  23 

distributes, which I think might be this  24 

right here, it states that your business is  25 
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to -- the business of the FERC  1 

Commissioners is to decide whether a  2 

project should be approved.  That requires  3 

a lot of really good information.  There's  4 

very little really well-founded information  5 

circulating now that's available to us and  6 

we think that your function really is to  7 

provide that information through the  8 

Environmental Impact Statement process  9 

which I understand includes specific and  10 

through socioeconomic studying  11 

considerations.  12 

       I haven't got good information from  13 

Constitution Pipeline myself.  I've asked  14 

them what happens after the 15 years, for  15 

example, that they've said they have a  16 

contract to transport gas and they go  17 

completely wheeling out.  I note that they  18 

have contacted us, as directly affected  19 

property owners, but they never contacted  20 

neighbors who might be only 25 of 50 feet  21 

away from that path of the pipeline study  22 

area and those people are very upset.  They  23 

need this information too.  24 

       I'd like to point out as one example  25 
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of the misleading attitude of the  1 

Constitution Pipeline, that they proclaim  2 

that this pipeline will serve three million  3 

households.  That doesn't mean that there  4 

are three million households that are going  5 

to go dark and have no heat because this  6 

gas ties into, that will be carried into  7 

this pipeline, ties into a network.  So  8 

really it will provide only a very small  9 

marginal benefit to let's say 100 million  10 

households on the East coast.  11 

       We should think about that clearly.  12 

Maybe it's only going to benefit those  13 

households to the tune of 1, 2, 3 percent  14 

improvement in the amount of money that  15 

they pay for gas, maybe not even that.  16 

It's not a question of households going  17 

dark and having no heat and people  18 

shivering through the winter.  This ties  19 

into is this pipeline really necessary.  20 

       I regard this as a case of the  21 

classic tyranny of the majority over  22 

ourselves, minority.  And we're a minority  23 

here whether we oppose this pipeline or  24 

whether we approve of it.  Personally, I  25 

26 



 
 

  89 

oppose it, there are lots of people that  1 

approve it.  There is still a minority here  2 

that is still being dominated by this  3 

pipeline and oil and gas development that  4 

inevitably will follow.  It's naive to  5 

think that it won't follow.  6 

       We think that the consideration for  7 

this pipeline should extend much further  8 

into the future than this 15 year contract,  9 

which is all we've heard about from  10 

Constitution.  Local people, ourselves  11 

included with our 200 year life time trust,  12 

are planning for much, much longer periods  13 

than that.  All the local entities,  14 

governments, chambers of commerce,  15 

tourists, bureaus and all the rest have to  16 

plan for much more than 15 years.  So we  17 

need to know what will happen over the  18 

course of the entire lifetime of this  19 

pipeline, which is said to be as much as  20 

100 years.  21 

       All right.  To that end, we should  22 

know the specifics of the business plan for  23 

the Constitution Pipeline.  It should not  24 

be kept in the dark from us because it  25 
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affects us so strongly.  We should know  1 

what their projections are.  They should be  2 

subjected to very careful analysis by  3 

independent experts on economic matters.  4 

I'm not one but they are there and they  5 

should be people that we can all trust.  We  6 

can't trust the Constitution Pipeline  7 

Company or the people that they employ to  8 

do their planning.  9 

       I would like to point out that the  10 

forests that have regrown on the eastern  11 

part of the United States, and around this  12 

area especially, since 1900 have turned  13 

into an enormous, one of the biggest areas  14 

of green land on the earth which currently  15 

sequesters 10 percent of the carbon  16 

emissions of the entire United States.  17 

       We don't feel, as stewards of forest  18 

land, that that function of our forest  19 

should be infringed in any way.  And the  20 

probability is that if the pipeline goes  21 

through and the probably development,  22 

industrial development that will follow all  23 

goes through, that that function of our  24 

forest land, carbon sequestration, will be  25 
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really seriously damaged and that is not  1 

warranted in our view.  2 

       MR. BOWMAN:  Less than a minute, if  3 

you could.  4 

       MR. KERNAN:  All right.  Thank you.  5 

I'd like to also say that in order to  6 

clarify the conditions of this pipeline, we  7 

should know what the returns to the  8 

pipeline company and the investors are.  By  9 

hearsay, they may pay one half of one  10 

percent of their budget to property owners  11 

for easement -- for easements.  I'm  12 

convinced that no investor in Constitution  13 

Pipeline would settle for one half of 1  14 

percent forever but probably 10 or 20 times  15 

that much annually, at least.  We need to  16 

know what the ratio of returns to those  17 

investor is and it needs to be carefully  18 

compared to what the real returns for local  19 

people with their supposed local jobs and  20 

local business will be.  21 

       They tell us that there will be local  22 

development, but doesn't that mean that  23 

there will be just people moving in from  24 

everywhere to take advantage of those jobs  25 
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and those business and that will force a  1 

destruction of our local life and our local  2 

economy, tourism will collapse, et cetera  3 

and et cetera, the things that we all know,  4 

and is that warranted and what is the ratio  5 

of the money that they make to the money  6 

that will actually come to local people?  7 

       It's really important to us that that  8 

also be compared to the losses to local  9 

landowners.  I'm saying the profits of the  10 

Constitution Pipeline be compared to the  11 

losses of local property owners.  We have a  12 

substantial amount of property and we think  13 

that it's value will disappear.  14 

       It's important to us also that when  15 

you make your studies, you base it not on  16 

the assertions and projections of  17 

Constitution Pipeline but on real data  18 

coming from real projects that have been  19 

carried out in other areas, including in  20 

Pennsylvania, and tell us what really  21 

happens over the course of time.  Not just  22 

rosy predictions and short term thinking  23 

like that of the first speaker this evening  24 

who can't be foolish enough to just say  25 

26 



 
 

  93 

everything is going to be hunky dory if you  1 

leave the Constitution Pipeline alone  2 

unwarranted.  3 

       MR. BOWMAN:  You're out of time, Mr.  4 

Kernan.  5 

       MR. KERNAN:  One sentence.  Our  6 

family has submitted at least 50 pages of  7 

comments and requests and information and I  8 

hope you take all of it very seriously and  9 

report back your real data driven findings  10 

for all of our consideration.  Thank you.  11 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Bill Stein.  12 

       ANN STACK:  Hi, thank you.  This is  13 

the second time I've spoken to before you.  14 

I live in Delaware County in Davenport  15 

where I'm a landowner.  We moved here to  16 

build a retirement home on property we've  17 

built for eight years and now we can't.  18 

       Basically, I feel that the  19 

Unconstitutional Pipeline people knocked  20 

the wind out of my sails.  I got the  21 

letter, we got the letter back in the  22 

spring.  We were in the process of moving  23 

here and here we are.  We can't build when  24 

there's a bullseye pipeline going through  25 
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our land.  So I stand here.  1 

       It's difficult for me to speak.  I'm  2 

not comfortable but I think that there's  3 

probably many, many, many more people out  4 

there, both landowners and those in the  5 

community, who will never stand up in front  6 

of you.  So as difficult as it is for me to  7 

be here, I want to be here not only for  8 

myself but all those who won't show up,  9 

there's many, many, many others.  10 

       I've never felt so violated of my own  11 

rights as an American citizen as what these  12 

people are doing to me and my compatriots  13 

throughout Pennsylvania and New York and  14 

beyond.  One specific concern, I have many,  15 

is the fact that they would build this line  16 

through areas that are so rocky.  17 

       Now, some people have spoken earlier  18 

and had a lot of good technical things to  19 

say about the depth of the rock and the  20 

type.  My concern is that when I read their  21 

literature, they talked about the trench  22 

would be 4 feet deep.  However, rocky  23 

areas, the minimum allowed is 2 feet deep.  24 

And since our area is so rocky, the thought  25 
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of a 30 inch pipeline only 2 feet below the  1 

soil or the surface of the land, it's  2 

horrific.  It's just a horrific concept.  3 

Kids could dig that up and get to that  4 

level in no time so that's one thing that  5 

would like you to look at, FERC to look at  6 

is how much of the land is actually rock,  7 

how deep would this nightmare be buried in  8 

our soil, in our Mother Earth, for  9 

unnecessary reasons?  10 

       I mean, look at the map of this area  11 

of New York.  Yes, it may be the  12 

difficulties that those who are pro  13 

pipeline speak about money, money, money  14 

but it's pristine, it's beautiful.  It  15 

should be the return to agriculture here  16 

and that's what this area needs to see, big  17 

organic use of the soils, not this  18 

destruction for a short term greed and  19 

that's really what it is.  20 

       So along with looking at the depth of  21 

the trench of the rocky area, I really as  22 

others have said, but please, please,  23 

consider if it continues fracking in  24 

Pennsylvania and they really want to ship  25 
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it east or far east, wherever they're going  1 

to ship it, let them do it on lines that  2 

already exist and not come through this  3 

virgin territory.  Thank you.  4 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Giuseppe Fiduli.  5 

       MR. FIDULI:  Good evening.  This is  6 

my second time speaking to the panel.  I'm  7 

a landowner over here in Oneonta.  I own  8 

135 acres and the pipeline goes right  9 

through my property, it basically will be  10 

dividing my property in half.  I got over  11 

2,000 feet of pipeline going through it.  12 

       I live -- my main residence right now  13 

is on Long Island.  Me and my wife and my  14 

children, we are living the dream that  15 

hopefully one day we would be able to move  16 

up here.  We bought the property about 10  17 

years ago.  We built a house on it and  18 

we're slowly trying to finish it with our  19 

savings that every yea we try to put aside  20 

and sacrifice ourselves to put it aside and  21 

invest up here.  So as far as the comments  22 

made by the Mayor of Oneonta, people from  23 

Long Island bring money to Oneonta, not the  24 

pipeline.  25 
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       We come up every weekend and we work  1 

on our house, we put money into the economy  2 

of this town and we were building a dream  3 

to be able to go back and hopefully spend  4 

the rest of our time in our life living  5 

closer to nature.  Unfortunately, that  6 

dream has been put on hold for us too.  My  7 

kids are always asking questions, what's  8 

going on?  What are we doing?  When are we  9 

moving?  And it's very hard for me to  10 

explain to them that everything we worked  11 

for and everything we put aside for in the  12 

very near future might not have any value.  13 

       I would like to see how you people of  14 

the panel feel if everything you're working  15 

for and all the money that you tried to put  16 

away for your future one day would just  17 

disappear because another company just  18 

decides that you're not worth it.  Put  19 

yourself in our shoes, put yourself where  20 

we are.  Put yourself in a sacrifice that  21 

we're making to keep the property going,  22 

paying the taxes, doing what proper  23 

citizens do.  And then ask your question if  24 

that is really -- if this is Constitutional  25 

26 



 
 

  98 

or if this is right for the people of New  1 

York to suffer.  Thank you.  2 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Mary Fetterin, Robert  3 

Knead, Eleanor Moriarty.  Mary Fetterin,  4 

Robert Knead.  5 

       MR. KNEAD:  Thank you.  My name is  6 

Robert Knead, I'm a member of the Board of  7 

Directors for the Center for Sustainable  8 

Rural Communities, we are a 501 Seed 3  9 

non-profit.  We have been contacted by  10 

residents in Delaware, Otsego and  11 

Susquehanna County, and without exception,  12 

they all oppose this pipeline.  13 

       On behalf of those people, I offer  14 

the following comments.  One or more of the  15 

proposed pipeline routes runs through what  16 

the U.S. Geographical Survey has identified  17 

as an active seismic area, an area that in  18 

fact is a confluence of seismic falls.  In  19 

fact, the confluence of those seismic falls  20 

has been pinpointed to be at the border of  21 

Otsego and Schoharie County on Schoharie  22 

County Route 22.  It has been the epicenter  23 

of multiple earthquakes in the last four  24 

decades, the last of which cracked my  25 
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foundation.  Suggesting we place a pipeline  1 

through the confluence of active seismic  2 

falls is asking for a tragedy.  3 

       One or more of these pipeline --  4 

proposed pipeline routes, runs through  5 

sensitive geological areas that include  6 

fragile course limestone formations through  7 

which hundreds of private drinking wells  8 

are drilled.  Construction that may include  9 

blasting represents a significant threat.  10 

One or more of the proposed routes runs  11 

through multiple flora and fauna habitats,  12 

including documented nesting sites in the  13 

Town of Summit, New York for the bald eagle  14 

and endangered bat colonies in one of the  15 

nations largest cave systems in Schoharie  16 

County.  17 

       All of the proposed routes intersect  18 

or run in close proximity to school bus  19 

routes for multiple school systems in  20 

multiple counties, including the bus route  21 

on which my son rides and on which the sons  22 

and daughters of my neighbors ride every  23 

day.  These routes also run near other  24 

sensitive areas including municipal  25 
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reservoirs, water treatment plants, medical  1 

facilities, emergency services facilities,  2 

public utilities including telephone,  3 

fiberoptic cables, electric distribution  4 

lines, water and sewer, cell towers and the  5 

interstate railroad signal control lines.  6 

       On behalf of the residents of  7 

Delaware, Otsego and Susquehanna County, I  8 

ask FERC to make a rational decision and  9 

deny approval for this pipeline.  Thank  10 

you.  11 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Eleanor Moriarty.  12 

       MS. MORIARTY:  My name is Eleanor  13 

Moriarty and I'm here on behalf of the  14 

Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society.  We have  15 

submitted scoping comments to you before  16 

but tonight we would like to focus on, once  17 

again, our organization and its members  18 

have serious concerns about the practice of  19 

hydrofracking and the proposed Constitution  20 

Pipeline.  There is strong evidence against  21 

any public need or benefit from this  22 

pipeline.  23 

       FERC should insist on the proof that  24 

this project is necessary, less  25 
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alternatives and will provide benefits to  1 

the public before giving a privately owned  2 

for profit corporation the authority to  3 

take citizen's private property against  4 

their will.  The company's simple assertion  5 

that the envisioned capacity of the  6 

pipeline as spoken for does not meet this  7 

threshold and we believe that no fair and  8 

unbiased analysis can provide such proof.  9 

       As for the issue that should be  10 

addressed in the environmental review of  11 

the project, we have a major concern about  12 

the pipelines impact on bird habitat.  Many  13 

of the forest dwelling birds in our region  14 

are in significant decline due in large  15 

part to fragmentation of woodlands.  16 

Species such as a Wood Thrush, Scarlet  17 

Tanager, Black Throated Blue Warbler and  18 

numerous others require large tracts of  19 

contiguous forests for breeding.  20 

       As these areas are broken into  21 

smaller pieces by development, agriculture  22 

and other activities, predators and nest  23 

parasites can negatively impact nests,  24 

lowering breeding success.  It is well  25 
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documented that corridors as small as  1 

logging roads threaten these at risk  2 

species.  Certainly, a pipeline right of  3 

way will significantly damage these  4 

gorgeous lands with resulting loss in  5 

habitat.  6 

       The path of the referred route along  7 

the higher elevations of our region will  8 

take us through some of the largest and  9 

most unbroken woodlands for birds.  10 

Continuing maintenance of the right of way  11 

to keep it clear will be a perpetual  12 

corridor threat to forest birds.  13 

       It has been suggested that the right  14 

of way could benefit bird species that use  15 

brush habitat and hedge habitat.  However,  16 

there is an abundance of these areas in the  17 

region and beyond, and as a result, these  18 

birds have relatively healthy populations  19 

in contrast to the steady declining forest  20 

species.  21 

       In addition to our concerns of our  22 

loss of important bird habitat, we have  23 

submitted written comments on the  24 

pipeline's threats to wetlands, streams,  25 
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run pools, vegetation and other wildlife  1 

among issues.  On balance, we do not  2 

believe there is any overriding need for  3 

this pipeline and certainly that the  4 

environmental damage is unacceptable for  5 

such a questionable project.  And you have  6 

heard over and over tonight in the evidence  7 

and the data presented before you that the  8 

damage will be so significant to this  9 

incredible area.  10 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Peter Hudiburg.  11 

Stephen Barton, Bill Feldman.  12 

       MR. HUDIBURG:  Peter Hudiburg,  13 

Plymouth, New York.  As some people but  14 

perhaps many more people should be aware,  15 

the Pennsylvania Alliance for Clean Water  16 

and Air has compiled over 500 gas industry  17 

incidents of air and/or water pollution and  18 

other types of accidents with many serious  19 

health effects and some deaths recorded for  20 

people and animals.  21 

       Certainly, there is a danger to  22 

living close to gas pipelines.  Wikipedia  23 

has listed over 200 pipeline spills, leaks  24 

and explosions since the year 2000 in the  25 
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U.S., that would be over 16 per year on  1 

average.  So just listing some of the  2 

people who have encountered serious health  3 

problems from exposure just to compressor  4 

stations, not to fracked wells, of course  5 

that would take the rest of the evening to  6 

list those people.  Just some of the people  7 

who have been exposed to compressor wells,  8 

I mean, compressors, which we expect will  9 

be a consequence of build out of these  10 

pipelines -- of this pipeline.  11 

       Kathy and John Sayres of Morgan  12 

County, Ohio lost their home to a Tennessee  13 

gas pipeline explosion.  Mary Mack of  14 

Clearville, Pennsylvania lived near a  15 

Spectra Energy underground storage field  16 

and compressor station and they have  17 

arsonic and involved chemicals in her water  18 

and she has suffered from partial paralysis  19 

in her legs due to lesions in her spinal  20 

cord.  21 

       Wayne and Angel Smith of Bedford  22 

County, Pennsylvania also live close to the  23 

same Spectra Energy facilities.  Their air  24 

and water are also polluted with arsonic.  25 
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They've lost a 600 pound steer, 3 calves, 1  1 

cow, 3 dogs, 12 chickens and 4 cats.  Some  2 

people have some belief, some reason for  3 

believing that this is a highly toxic  4 

industry.  5 

       Warren and Rebecca Sheffield and  6 

family of Dish, Texas have suffered  7 

multiple chemical sensitivities and  8 

vertigo.  Their children are easily winded  9 

and experience vomiting, hives, itchy skin,  10 

nosebleed, seizures, all since the air was  11 

polluted by a compressor station.  12 

       Susan Hare of Morrisania Mesa,  13 

Colorado suffers nosebleeds, itching eyes,  14 

face, coughing and leg nerve inflammation  15 

that hinders her ability to walk since  16 

compressor stations and gas wells were  17 

built in her area.  18 

       Pam Judy of Carmichaels, Pennsylvania  19 

suffers headaches, fatigue, dizziness,  20 

nausea, nosebleeds, and her blood tests  21 

show exposure to Benzene and other  22 

chemicals since a compressor station was  23 

built 780 feet from her house.  24 

       Public health and safety and the  25 
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health and safety of wildlife, farm animals  1 

and nature should be prime concerns in  2 

determining what constitutes public  3 

interest in your determination to build the  4 

pipeline.  Thank you.  5 

       MR. BARTON:  Good evening, my name is  6 

Stephen Barton, B-A-R-T-O-N.  I'm a third  7 

generation farmer and a steward of the land  8 

and I'm a strong supporter of the natural  9 

energy independence.  I believe that our  10 

natural gas resources will lead us down  11 

this road.  12 

       As with every energy system, there is  13 

the need for a deliver system.  I believe  14 

this Constitution Pipeline will enable more  15 

citizens of this country to benefit from  16 

the use of natural gas so that this is not  17 

overseas.  Mayor of New York, Bloomberg,  18 

has a program to increase to 80 percent the  19 

number of buildings that will be heated  20 

with natural gas.  Currently, they are at  21 

10 percent and people there already see  22 

improvement of the air quality and in their  23 

way of life.  I want to see us at that.  24 

       The Constitution Pipeline will allow  25 
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local communities to benefit from natural  1 

gas.  I urge the regulatory commission to  2 

approve this pipeline.  I also urge the  3 

commission to approve the Alternate Route  4 

M.  This will put the pipeline within reach  5 

of the deep hoe in Skaneateles which will  6 

allow New York State to expand it's  7 

stations of compressed natural gas so that  8 

they will burn cleaner and more  9 

efficiently.  10 

       There is even room where they have  11 

closed down the rest area where either New  12 

York State could build a commercial  13 

operation or some other company could buy  14 

and creat commercially pressed natural gas.  15 

Our local towns and school districts could  16 

go in on that and they could benefit  17 

through both the use of a cheaper and  18 

cleaner fuel to run their buildings and  19 

their busses and their trucks and  20 

furthermore, this line will bring local  21 

jobs both in the short term, for the  22 

construction phase, and in the long term.  23 

       I do urge the commission to examine  24 

the environmental impacts of the TEPCO  25 
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line.  That has been in this area for 50  1 

years.  I want you to look at the forest  2 

fragmentation that has caused.  I want you  3 

to look at pictures from 40 or 50 years ago  4 

and see the amount of forestation then as  5 

compared to now.  And when you talk about  6 

bird habitat, I want you to look at the  7 

increase of forestation.  I also want to  8 

have you look at any environmental damage  9 

that has resulted from any right away from  10 

that.  I believe that this is in the best  11 

interest of us locally and in us as a  12 

nation.  Thank you.  13 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Bill Feldman.  14 

       MR. FELDMAN:  Good evening, my name  15 

is Bill Feldman, F-E-L-D-M-A-N.  I ma  16 

founder of Real NYS, the Responsible  17 

Associated Landowners of New York State.  I  18 

represent over 3,100 property owners with  19 

61,000 acres, all of whom want their land  20 

left undisturbed from industrialization.  21 

       We find that building and using this  22 

pipeline is fool hearty as the companies  23 

that wish to build it have a long record of  24 

behaving in a reckless, dangerous, and  25 
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irresponsible manner.  Cabot is responsible  1 

for more violations in Pennsylvania than  2 

any other company industry.  Their rate of  3 

violations is accelerating and going out of  4 

control with 161 violations in 2011 alone.  5 

       For example, in 2011, Cabot Oil and  6 

Gas were responsible for the unauthorized  7 

dumping of fracking wastewater in Neshaminy  8 

Creek, a tributary of the Delaware River.  9 

In 2010 in Dimock, the Pennsylvania DEP  10 

ordered Cabot plug three wells within 40  11 

days.  These wells were the source of  12 

migrating gas that has contaminated  13 

groundwater and drinking water supplies for  14 

14 homes in the region.  15 

       Cabot's partner, Williams Company,  16 

has shown they consistently perform cheap  17 

shoddy work resulting in dangerous health  18 

conditions in the environment and to people  19 

who must live and work near their  20 

pipelines.  Williams Company were  21 

responsible for three natural gas  22 

explosions:  One in Pennsylvania, one in  23 

Marengo County, Alabama and one near  24 

Appomattox, Virginia that destroyed two  25 
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homes and seriously injured five people.  1 

       Williams has also been fined for  2 

failure to conduct annual inspections and  3 

for failing to control corrosion in  4 

pipelines.  They have also been fined for  5 

failure to monitor and limit the discharge  6 

of contaminated groundwater.  7 

       Cabot and Williams should not be  8 

rewarded for their continuous incompetence,  9 

corner-cutting, and for their disregard for  10 

the environment and the people who work on  11 

the pipeline and live near it.  I urge FERC  12 

to examine the past records of these two  13 

rouge companies and deny them permits to  14 

construct and manage a pipeline here in New  15 

York.  We do not want to let them wreak  16 

similar damage here as in the other states  17 

in which they operate.  They have complete  18 

disregard for the environment and for the  19 

safety of the citizens nearby.  20 

       There is an additional problem and  21 

that is the Radon-222 levels of the gas  22 

that will be passing through the pipeline.  23 

There are communities near the Constituion  24 

Pipeline that have promised gas  25 
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distribution from the pipeline.  Since the  1 

Radon levels of the wellhead are  2 

extraordinarily high, as high as 2,576  3 

picocuries per liter at the wellhead, while  4 

the safe limit, as set by Radon Act 51, is  5 

.4 picocuries per liter.  6 

       The gas, by the time it's consumed,  7 

will not have enough time to dissipate it's  8 

entrapped Radon.  It takes 3.8 days for the  9 

radiation to be reduced by half.  By that  10 

time, the citizens and towns along the  11 

pipeline and even hundreds of miles away  12 

used it in their homes and factories, it  13 

still contains high levels of Radon-222, a  14 

carcinogenic toxin.  There isn't enough  15 

time for the Radon to decay and reach safe  16 

levels before consumers breathe it's  17 

product of combustion and use it for  18 

cooking and heating their homes.  This  19 

presents an unacceptable health risk among  20 

consumers.  21 

       Therefore, I ask FERC to study these  22 

issues and deny Constitution Pipeline the  23 

right to build the pipeline and distribute  24 

the radioactive gas to consumers along it's  25 
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length unless it can be shown with  1 

scientific testing that the consumer end of  2 

the pipeline, as it enters their homes,  3 

that such distribution poses no danger to  4 

consumers.  5 

       In addition, I ask FERC to prohibit  6 

Cabot and Williams from building this  7 

pipeline due to their unacceptable shoddy  8 

work and their disingenuous attitude  9 

towards safety.  Thank you, gentlemen.  10 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Richard Downey.  11 

Richard Downey, Ann Marie Garti, Nicole  12 

Dillingham.  13 

       MR. DOWNEY:  Good evening, my name is  14 

Dick Downey.  I'm on the Steering Committee  15 

for the Unatego Area Landowner's  16 

Association and Unadilla and in Otego.  17 

I've served on the Unatego's School Board  18 

for 15 years.  Thank you for the  19 

opportunity to speak.  20 

       This issue is going to be decided  21 

primary by geography and engineering but I  22 

appreciate your giving input into your good  23 

decision.  First, some general  24 

observations.  52 million homes in the  25 
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United States are heated with gas, that's  1 

according to the last sensus.  These homes  2 

are half the homes in the country.  They  3 

get that gas through pipelines like the  4 

Constitution.  5 

       Because of environmental concerns,  6 

cities like New York and Boston are doing  7 

away with their number 6 and number 4  8 

heating oil, switching to gas.  Over the  9 

last four years, electric generation from  10 

coal has fallen one third from 48 to 32  11 

percent, they're switching to gas.  Because  12 

of this, carbon dioxide emission levels  13 

have dropped to 20 year lows and falling.  14 

All this in the free market, no tap and  15 

trade, no capitalism.  All of this is good  16 

and should be supported by all  17 

environmentalists.  That's the big picture.  18 

       Let me talk about my own town, Otego.  19 

The Constitution will generate 3 million  20 

dollars in tax revenue to Otsego County.  21 

Route M goes 32 miles through Otsego  22 

County, 4 of which go through Otego.  23 

Proportionately, we should expect to get  24 

about $375,000.  Using back of the envelope  25 
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math, at a mill rate of 2 and a half,  1 

county 2 and a half for town and 16 school,  2 

the tax bill for the Unatego School  3 

District will be reduced by $285,000.  4 

That's a good thing.  5 

       The superintendent just told us that  6 

there's going to be a subsidiary line  7 

coming along Route 7 that's going to feed  8 

our schools and that the heating bill is  9 

going to go down about 60 percent.  Our  10 

annual heating bill right now is $220,000.  11 

That means we'll be saving $132,000 a year.  12 

That's two teachers and an aide that we  13 

won't have to lay off.  Again, a good  14 

thing.  Last year we had to lay off five  15 

teachers, nine aides, and we had a cut  16 

program.  Not a good thing.  17 

       Between the reduced taxes to the town  18 

and the school, plus reduced heating  19 

expenses, the benefits to Otego could be  20 

about $450,000 annually.  That means coming  21 

back year after year.  With our revenues  22 

flatlined, this is significant.  But let me  23 

keep going --  24 

       MR. BOWMAN:  He has a minute, please  25 
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let him have his time.  1 

       MR. DOWNEY:  The subsidiary line  2 

running up Route 7 will pass through  3 

Unadilla, Wells Bridge, and Otego.  They  4 

will build out from those areas.  Again,  5 

savings to local residents.  Many of our  6 

residents work for MeadWestvaco and  7 

Amphenol.  Cheap fuel saves jobs.  This in  8 

turn stabilizes our population and  9 

hopefully our real estate market, another  10 

good thing.  11 

       And that's just part of the story.  12 

The heating bill for Otsego County is about  13 

60 million dollars a year.  As  14 

infrastructure builds out, Otsego County  15 

should realize substantial savings on the  16 

fuel bill.  I'm sure a lot of these folks  17 

will take advantage of it.  18 

       I don't know what the full savings  19 

are going to be, but I do know this, gas  20 

from PA is a lot cheaper than gas from  21 

Texas and Colorado.  Our heating costs go  22 

down, and by the way, we also cook with  23 

gas.  That's another savings.  24 

       We may close a school in Otego next  25 
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year.  There's no money.  Our district's  1 

enrollment 15 years ago, 1,437.  Last week,  2 

968.  Young families are leaving, no jobs.  3 

On Route 7 and up from Secor Road, 15 for  4 

sale signs but tear them up, no one is  5 

buying.  Otego doesn't even have enough  6 

comparable sales to do a proper rebound.  7 

That's the situation in my town.  I hope, I  8 

hope that you will put Route M through  9 

Otsego County, we need you.  Thank you.  10 

       VOICE:  Please allow everyone their  11 

freedom of speech, folks.  Everyone here  12 

has freedom of speech.  Let them express  13 

it.  Thank you.  14 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Ann Marie Garti.  15 

       MS. GARTI:  Hi, my name is Ann Marie  16 

Garti and tonight I'm coming with a new  17 

hat.  Tonight I come and I speak on behalf  18 

of the Pace Environmental Litigation Clinic  19 

which has the honor of representing Stop  20 

The Pipeline, against the most  21 

unconstitutional pipeline.  22 

       It's a sobering position to be in.  23 

In one hand, I'm really honored to  24 

represent these people.  As you have heard  25 
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from them, you know what you do to them.  1 

You know that you take their dreams from  2 

them and you know that you take their  3 

future and their lives from them.  I don't  4 

know how you quite do it, but normally  5 

you're at a distance, and tonight you have  6 

to face them.  Now, if I had been able to  7 

speak earlier, I was going to have them  8 

face you in a more direct way but we're a  9 

little later in the evening now so I'm not  10 

going to do that.  11 

       This group, Stop The Pipeline, had  12 

its first meeting on June 26th of this  13 

year, less than 4 months ago.  And tonight,  14 

it filled the hall and almost all of them  15 

were from the group and I would have made  16 

that point earlier in the evening.  That's  17 

quite an accomplishment in a rural area  18 

where there's not a lot of ways of binding  19 

together like there is in an urban area.  20 

And the reason why they do that is because  21 

of the atrocity that's being forced upon  22 

them forces them to come together to try to  23 

do anything to stop this.  And what's been  24 

accomplished in 4 months is going to  25 
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increase exponentially over the next year.  1 

       These are people who have everything  2 

to lose and nothing to gain from this  3 

pipeline.  And it's not just the affected  4 

landowners, and I think you're getting this  5 

message, but the problem is that the system  6 

doesn't really allow the message to get  7 

through.  You know how the system works.  8 

They do the EIS, you guys don't even do the  9 

EIS.  It's like the game of the  10 

environmental review.  You have to change  11 

it this time, you have to.  You have to  12 

really make them do what the National  13 

Environmental Policy Act requires and we're  14 

going to give you 1,000 reasons why this  15 

pipeline is no good.  16 

       But we can't do it without you.  You  17 

have to do it on the other side.  You have  18 

to make that document real, rather than  19 

just words.  You have to really take what  20 

people are saying here and put it into the  21 

document so that it is expressed in a way  22 

that will change five people's minds.  You  23 

know who those five people are.  Because  24 

that's what has to happen here.  And if it  25 
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doesn't happen here, we're going to see  1 

something that's not going to be pretty.  2 

       So the last time I came, I asked for  3 

something and you gave it to us and I'm  4 

grateful and I think everybody is grateful  5 

we're having this hearing tonight.  But the  6 

only thing that we really want to ask for  7 

is a denial of the certificate of Public  8 

Necessity and Convenience.  That's the only  9 

thing that really matters.  We'll ask for  10 

things along the routes that will lead to  11 

that but that's the only thing we're really  12 

going to ask for.  13 

       And so the main thing I want you to  14 

take back with you is remember the real  15 

stories of people as you write this  16 

document, as you structure it, as you make  17 

the data come together.  You're going to  18 

have to go deeper and more thoroughly than  19 

you're used to doing because you're going  20 

to have a lot of people looking at this  21 

document that you're not used to having  22 

look at documents that you do.  You're  23 

going to see a monumental opposition that  24 

you've never faced before.  25 
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       So it's -- I'm not threatening or  1 

warning, I'm just telling you that's what's  2 

going to happen.  This is what has happened  3 

in 4 months and a year from now, it's going  4 

to be a lot worse.  And we expect you to do  5 

the right thing this time and I think it's  6 

time for FERC to do the right thing.  I was  7 

told very early in this process that FERC  8 

has never seen a pipeline that it didn't  9 

like.  Well, this is a pipeline not to  10 

like.  11 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Nicole Dillingham.  12 

       MS. DILLINGHAM:  Good evening, my  13 

name is Nicole Dillingham, I'm Board  14 

President of Otsego 2000.  Welcome to  15 

Otsego County.  You said at the beginning  16 

of tonight's proceedings you wanted to  17 

learn more about us.  I think by now you're  18 

getting an impression of the residents of  19 

this county and our neighboring county,  20 

Delaware.  21 

       As I said, I work with Otsego 2000.  22 

My organization has worked in this area,  23 

we're headquarted in Cooperstown, New York,  24 

for more than 30 years working to protect  25 
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the environmental, agricultural and  1 

historic resources which are significant of  2 

this community.  We are also founding  3 

members of a local coalition which has  4 

grown now to have a coalition group in  5 

every town of our county and in many of the  6 

overlapping towns in our adjoining counties  7 

which are opposed to heavy  8 

industrialization and in particular to gas  9 

fracking and all of it's pertinent  10 

infrastructure of which this is a part.  11 

       So why are we here in Otsego County?  12 

Why did you schedule this hearing?  I think  13 

you have the sense that the people here are  14 

unique.  We are uniquely educated, we are  15 

uniquely committed and we are not motivated  16 

only by money.  The people who speak in  17 

favor of this pipeline often talk about how  18 

much money we can earn, how much we can  19 

generate, how much we can save.  20 

       But the people you heard from tonight  21 

are interested in other things.  They're  22 

interested in their children's health,  23 

they're interested in their family's  24 

dreams, they're interested in the history  25 
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of this place and this is what my  1 

organization has worked to protect.  2 

       Let me just tell you a little bit  3 

more about the county in which you are  4 

sitting.  The energy you see in the  5 

audience tonight, as late as the hour is  6 

getting, is energy that has been dedicated  7 

by these people and their neighbors through  8 

generations to protect the resources of  9 

this region, so much so that we are one of  10 

the most historically documented counties  11 

and one of the most historically documented  12 

regions in the State of New York.  We are a  13 

Mecca for historical tourism.  14 

       We boast first class medical  15 

facilities, first class universities, the  16 

Baseball Hall of Fame, Glimmerglass State  17 

Park, Glimmerglass Historic District.  In  18 

fact, Otsego County is host to 12 historic  19 

districts.  We have submitted more than 60  20 

nominations to the state and federal  21 

register of historic places.  We have more  22 

than 4,000 structures referenced in those  23 

submissions and in those laws.  24 

       This is a community in a region that  25 
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will fight to protect the assets that have  1 

developed with private and public funds.  2 

Our own state has invested heavily in these  3 

assets.  We are not going to allow one  4 

industry to take them all over and neither  5 

should you, it is too valuable.  6 

       We have submitted formal comments to  7 

you and they are on our website and many in  8 

this room have seen them.  But let me just  9 

close by saying that when you do the work  10 

that Ann Marie has asked you to do, you  11 

must consider the cumulative impacts.  And  12 

there is no question that this pipeline  13 

will lead to fracking infrastructure  14 

construction in this region.  In fact, it  15 

is already part of fracking infrastructure  16 

for Cabot and Williams who are already  17 

fracking in our neighboring state of  18 

Pennsylvania.  19 

       I'm a former anti-trust lawyer.  I'm  20 

still a lawyer, not in New York, in  21 

California.  But as an anti-trust lawyer,  22 

we had a concept called vertical  23 

integration and it's a concept that is  24 

recognized in the law.  It is a situation  25 
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where an entity operating at one level of a  1 

production level, the extraction level like  2 

Cabot is, Williams is, then seeks to  3 

vertically integrate into other levels of  4 

the production system, in this case, the  5 

distribution system.  And those kinds of  6 

migrations, the combination of production  7 

and distribution, must be looked at closely  8 

and must be looked at as an integrated  9 

economic force and as an integrated  10 

economic -- I'm sorry, environmental  11 

impact.  12 

       So in closing, I would just add as a  13 

final foot note that in addition to the  14 

historic resources that I've already  15 

outlined, we have also, as previous  16 

speakers have mentioned, documented,  17 

extensively, endangered species, threatened  18 

species, aquatic areas, wetlands, you name  19 

it.  These people have worked for decades  20 

to identify it and protect it.  It is all  21 

part of our submission to you.  22 

       If you proceed to the next level of  23 

investigation, you must do a full  24 

cumulative impact analysis of what this  25 
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pipeline and the pertinent infrastructure  1 

that comes with it, the gathering lines,  2 

the compressor stations, the drilling pads,  3 

the trucks, the fragmentation of the  4 

forests, which is also well documented,  5 

what all of that will mean to this region.  6 

Thank you very much.  7 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Wes Gillingham.  Wes  8 

Gillingham.  Adrian Kosminski, James  9 

Herman.  10 

       MR. GILLINGHAM:  My name is Wes  11 

Gillingham, I'm the Program Director for  12 

Catskill Mountainkeeper, an advocacy  13 

organization that represents the Catskill  14 

Mountains of New York.  15 

       Here we go again.  First, we had  16 

forums, public forums, on how to get a good  17 

lease.  Then we had public forums on the  18 

problems with gas drilling.  Then we had a  19 

Draft Supplemental Generic Environmental  20 

Impact Statements.  Season it with a few  21 

EPA hearings on how fracking is  22 

contaminating drinking water and then a  23 

Revised Draft Supplemental Generic  24 

Environmental Impact Statement.  Don't  25 
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forget the Assembly Hearings looking at  1 

health impacts, then there was the Senate  2 

Hearing on industry with collusion with the  3 

Department of Environmental Conservation.  4 

Sprinkle the landscape with a few open  5 

houses for compressor stations and  6 

pipelines.  7 

       Make no mistake about it, this is not  8 

just a hearing about pipelines.  This is  9 

not just about approving or analyzing.  10 

This is about government greasing the skids  11 

for an overfunded arrogant industry that  12 

makes multinational money off the backs of  13 

the people in this room.  FERC is supposed  14 

to analyze the impacts from construction  15 

and implementation of the pipeline.  FERC  16 

needs to show worse case scenarios.  17 

       New York State has shown, in some  18 

ways, through their SGEIS process, three  19 

different build outs.  You need to look at  20 

those three build outs.  You have to  21 

analyze induced development.  That's what  22 

Nicole was just speaking about.  Put this  23 

pipeline in and the gathering lines will  24 

come.  FERC has a habit of saying, well, we  25 
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don't really know how to anticipate how  1 

many pipeline gathering lines will go to a  2 

transmission line.  That's not true in this  3 

case.  4 

       But going back to your job.  You'll  5 

use eminent domain, the right of a  6 

government to take private property for  7 

public use.  The right of the government to  8 

take private property for public use.  9 

There's two pipelines we're talking about  10 

here, we're not just talking about the  11 

Constitution Pipeline.  There's the New  12 

York Mark which is doing the exact same  13 

thing, supposedly bringing the gas to the  14 

market.  It's connecting the same three  15 

pipelines.  16 

       One of those doesn't need to happen.  17 

And in fact, neither of them need to  18 

happen.  That is your job, to look for  19 

public need.  This is not public need, this  20 

is private need.  This is multinational  21 

corporations so they can make obscene  22 

profits off the people in the gas field and  23 

the backs off the people in this room.  The  24 

decision you make about the Constitution  25 
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Pipeline and how it travels across the  1 

State of New York is not just about New  2 

York, it's about our friends who traveled  3 

up here from Pennsylvania because it's  4 

already screwing up their backyard.  5 

       You've heard the term bridge fuel.  6 

The bridge fuel away from fossil fuels.  We  7 

use a technical term, male bovine  8 

excrement.  Or as my grandfather said,  9 

horse pucky.  This is not a bridge fuel,  10 

this is a bridge to nowhere.  This pipeline  11 

is a buttress or the foundation stone for  12 

the bridge to nowhere.  Let's take down  13 

that bridge.  14 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Adrian Kusminski.  15 

       MR. KUSMINSKI:  Thank you for this  16 

opportunity.  My name is Adrian Kusminski,  17 

K-U-S-M-I-N-S-K-I.  I'm the moderator of  18 

Sustainable Otsego, a social network of  19 

several hundred subscribers.  The industry  20 

argues that natural gas is a cleaner fuel  21 

than other fossil fuels because it has  22 

about half the CO2 emissions at the point  23 

of combustion than oil or coal.  What the  24 

industry doesn't say is that the methane  25 
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emissions from gas production and  1 

distribution, including projects such as  2 

the Constitution Pipeline, more than cancel  3 

out that advantage.  4 

       This is a basic point.  Peer reviewed  5 

research at Cornell University by Professor  6 

Robert Howarth and his colleagues have  7 

shown that methane, that is natural gas,  8 

seeps from wellheads, compressors, valves  9 

pipeline seams, at a stubborn and  10 

irreducable rate from 3 to 5 percent.  Now,  11 

methane is a far worse greenhouse gas than  12 

CO2, at least 25 times and maybe up to 100  13 

times as bad.  So even this apparently low  14 

level of seepage is in fact enormous and  15 

promises to be disastrous for climate  16 

change.  17 

       Natural gas is not a cleaner fossil  18 

fuel.  All those households and businesses  19 

like Dick Downey that want to hook up to  20 

natural gas are all going to be leaking  21 

methane like a sieve.  It's already the  22 

case with the older systems especially.  23 

It's even much worse in a place like Boston  24 

or New York City, old pipelines that are  25 
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100 years old or more.  The stuff is just  1 

pouring out of the ground.  2 

       The United States as a matter of  3 

national and global security should not be  4 

promoting a public policy promoting shale  5 

gas or any other fossil fuel.  We need to  6 

get off fossil fuels, off fossil fuels and  7 

onto renewables as soon as possible.  Every  8 

dime invested in natural gas and other  9 

fossil fuels is dime that is not invested  10 

in renewables, putting us further in the  11 

hole.  It's really a bridge to nowhere, as  12 

Wes said.  It's shooting ourselves not only  13 

in the foot but in the head.  14 

       Apart from other serious documented  15 

harms brushed aside by the industry, and  16 

you've been hearing them tonight, health  17 

risks, economic costs, property takings,  18 

water pollution, you name it.  The list is  19 

endless.  Ann Marie Garti said you're going  20 

to get 1,000 reasons, you're probably going  21 

to get 10,000 reasons by the time this is  22 

done.  The methane issue alone.  Putting  23 

all this aside for the moment for the sake  24 

of argument, the methane issue alone should  25 
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put an end to projects like the  1 

Constitution Pipeline.  You don't really  2 

need to know any more.  3 

       We can't stop using natural gas  4 

overnight, that's true.  But we can stop  5 

expanding a reliance on this dangerous  6 

industry before we suffer a fatal overdose,  7 

leading to out of control climate change  8 

and that's really what we're talking about  9 

here.  The ultimate thing is out of control  10 

climate change and this could be tipping  11 

point.  The handwriting is on the wall.  12 

Look to the facts, to the public welfare,  13 

and to your own consciences.  And also look  14 

to -- there's a political revolution that's  15 

happening here, I think you've seen it.  16 

       This is really a revolutionary  17 

situation.  I've never seen anything like  18 

it in Upstate New York.  Otsego County is  19 

only one of a number of counties.  The  20 

whole shale region is full of communities  21 

that have documented their resistance and  22 

put together petitions and surveys and  23 

persuaded on many cases initially reluctant  24 

town boards under circumstances much as  25 
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what you see tonight.  This kind of thing  1 

is duplicated town after town after town  2 

with about the same proportion, about 90  3 

percent or so against and a handful of  4 

people in favor of it.  So anyway, do not  5 

approve this project.  Thank you.  6 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  James Herman.  7 

       MR. HERMAN:  Thanks for this  8 

opportunity to comment.  I originally got  9 

into this because I had lived next to 400  10 

acres that was leased to gas drilling and  11 

had a pipeline at the central part of it.  12 

But beyond my personal issues with it,  13 

terms of living next to a possible series  14 

of wells, the pipeline brings up an issue  15 

that I'd like to talk about that doesn't  16 

address environmental issues.  17 

       I'm going to read from the Pace  18 

Environmental Litigation Clinic's file with  19 

the FERC addressed to Kimberly Bose,  20 

secretary, and this is Section 5.  The FERC  21 

cannot certify the use of eminent domain  22 

for a pipeline for domestic use knowing  23 

that the gas will be exported from the  24 

United States.  At the heart of the  25 
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assessment of need for the proposed  1 

Constitution Pipeline is the Fifth  2 

Amendment.  No person shall be deprived of  3 

life, liberty or property without due  4 

process of law, nor shall private property  5 

be taken for public use without justice and  6 

compensation.  7 

       This fundamental right rooted in the  8 

Constitution of the United States of  9 

America raises the legal question of  10 

whether the FERC can certify a project that  11 

entails the taking of land for domestic use  12 

while another federal agency considers it's  13 

export.  The current situation creates a  14 

reasonably foreseeable result, gas  15 

transmitted through the proposed pipeline  16 

is likely to be exported.  Therefore, the  17 

implications and impacts of such exports  18 

must be studied in detail.  19 

       According to statements made by  20 

Williams-Cabot, the gas will be transmitted  21 

by the proposed Constitution Pipeline is  22 

for domestic use in the northeastern United  23 

States, specifically New York City and  24 

Boston.  However, Williams made conflicting  25 
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statements to it's investors indicating  1 

that the gas going through it's pipelines  2 

could be exported.  3 

       In addition to this apparent  4 

conflict, FERC does not have the statutory  5 

or regulatory authority to certify  6 

interstate pipeline projects as part of an  7 

export facility.  It is the Department of  8 

Energy, DOE, that determines the need for  9 

export.  Only after DOE has made such a  10 

determination does FERC gain the authority  11 

over the siting and construction.  12 

       Liquified natural gas facilities --  13 

construction of liquified natural gas  14 

facilities.  To date, DOE has approved only  15 

one LNG facility.  13 applications await  16 

it's decision.  Some of these facilities  17 

would be on the east coast but that is  18 

irrelevant as the gas pipelines in the  19 

United States are networked.  If gas  20 

exported from one part of the U.S., say in  21 

pipelines in the United States and parts of  22 

the U.S.A. and the gulf coast, excuse me,  23 

or northwest, then gas from another part of  24 

the country simply replaces the gas that  25 
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would have served the domestic market but  1 

instead is being shipped overseas.  It is a  2 

single flow of gas pulsing through a  3 

network of steel pipes.  If one section  4 

runs low, another one refills it.  5 

       The Energy Information Administration  6 

recently concluded that gas exports would  7 

increase the price of domestic shale.  The  8 

increased natural gas exports lead to  9 

increased natural gas prices.  Larger  10 

export levels lead to larger domestic price  11 

increases while rapid increases in export  12 

levels lead to large initial price  13 

increases that moderate somewhat in a few  14 

years.  Slower increases in export levels  15 

lead to more gradual price increases but  16 

eventually produce higher average prices  17 

during the decade between 2025 and 2035.  18 

This is from the Energy Information  19 

Administration.  20 

       Since the FERC is required to  21 

consider the price of gas in it's  22 

assessment of public convenience and  23 

necessity, the exporting of gas would be  24 

contrary to the domestic public interest.  25 
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The FERC should thoroughly study the  1 

domestic need for gas that would flow  2 

through the proposed pipeline and through  3 

the network to which it connects.  4 

       Given the current glut of gas and  5 

projections that the oversupply of gas  6 

would continue for years, it seems hard to  7 

justify the construction of yet another  8 

pipeline.  New pipelines only make sense if  9 

the federal government allows the export of  10 

gas.  Since foreign markets pay five times  11 

as much for gas, the FERC would essentially  12 

be authorizing the taking of private land  13 

from U.S. citizens in order to increase the  14 

export profits of private corporations.  15 

       The decrease in domestic supply  16 

caused by the exports would, in turn,  17 

increase the price of domestic gas.  18 

Because of this, the EIS should include a  19 

legal analysis of whether private land can  20 

be taken for a pipeline if it is reasonably  21 

foreseeable that the gas would be exported  22 

to a foreign market.  Thank you.  23 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Russell Honaker.  24 

Russell Honaker.  Christina Turechek.  25 
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       MR. HONAKER:  I'm Russell Honaker, I  1 

live in the Village of Cooperstown.  I'm on  2 

the Village Committee for Energy and  3 

Environment.  We are opposed to this  4 

pipeline.  We've heard soil scientists talk  5 

about the inappropriate nature of this area  6 

for the pipeline.  We've heard people talk  7 

about their land which would be bisected  8 

and their lives would be ruined by this  9 

pipeline.  We've heard about the Radon in  10 

this gas which will cause health effects.  11 

But I think to sum it up, the message I  12 

would like to put across, because I think  13 

the people that have spoken before me have  14 

done so well, is what I got from one  15 

speaker.  She said succinctly, we will  16 

stand, we will fight.  17 

       Where I live in Cooperstown now, a  18 

subsidiary -- a contractor came to buy  19 

100,000 gallons a day from this village.  20 

It looked like easy money.  And in a very  21 

short time, the village was so organized,  22 

we took a vote in front of the trustees.  23 

The trustees took a vote, ever looking for  24 

more sources of revenue, and it was decided  25 
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one drop would be too much for this  1 

industry.  2 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Christina Turechek.  3 

       MS. TURECHEK:  It's Christina  4 

T-U-R-E-C-H-E-K.  Thank you for holding  5 

this extra session for the scoping work of  6 

the Constitution Pipeline.  Since Delaware  7 

County holds the greatest number of  8 

affected landowners, we had hoped that you  9 

would hold a hearing at a venue that would  10 

be easiest for them to attend.  I hope many  11 

of those residents were able to get here  12 

tonight.  13 

       We are concerned about the direct  14 

effects of the pipeline on living beings  15 

around here, flora and fauna alike, and on  16 

the air, water and soil which in nourish  17 

them.  We have been concerned about the  18 

accidents, leaks, and explosions caused by  19 

Williams and Cabot in their checkered past.  20 

We have asked that you study the broad  21 

cumulative effects of the gas drilling  22 

which will be facilitated by this  23 

pipeline's presence all up and down it's  24 

length.  25 
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       Others have spoken so well about  1 

these issues which bare on our well-being.  2 

However, I would like to address the issue  3 

of the dead and gone.  In other words, our  4 

shared history.  On September 25th at the  5 

scoping session in Schoharie, I was  6 

startled to hear from Roberta of Williams  7 

that phase 1 of the archeological survey  8 

was already completed.  I understand that  9 

this phase would have begun with off sight  10 

paperwork involving research and the  11 

documented records, including state and  12 

federal registers, and maps of  13 

archeologically sensitive areas.  Also, it  14 

would have included inquiries directed to  15 

local historical societies, museums, and  16 

individual historians.  Has this been done?  17 

       I was encouraged to see that you had  18 

written to the chiefs of a number of Indian  19 

Nations and Tribes to ask for their input,  20 

Delaware, Cayuga, Oneida, Onondaga, Seneca,  21 

Shawnee, St. Regis Mohawk,  22 

Stockbridge-Munsee, Tonawanda and  23 

Tuscarora.  Have any of them responded?  24 

Will anyone pursue their knowledge?  25 
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       A spokesman at URS, a contractor  1 

archeologist, has informed me that also in  2 

this phase one, groups of 2 or even 15  3 

people have managed to walk the proposed  4 

line from end to end, doing shovel excrete  5 

tests along the way at likely spots.  6 

       In fact, I understand many affected  7 

landowners have decided not allow anyone on  8 

their land to survey for Williams so URS  9 

would not have been able to complete the  10 

walkthrough.  I do wonder how they actually  11 

could have accomplished this feat since  12 

there are at least 121 miles to cover,  13 

quite a bit more if you count the alternate  14 

routes, and a study width all along is 600  15 

feet.  16 

       This would amount to nearly 14 square  17 

miles or nearly 400 million square feet.  18 

How on earth this is humanly possible in 3  19 

or 4 months is beyond me.  I can only guess  20 

that the archeologists most have ruled out  21 

most of the territory as beneath  22 

consideration.  If they followed this kind  23 

of sketchy protocol, are we to assume a  24 

Cavalier attitude towards are shared  25 
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culture is the norm when surveys are done  1 

for all large mineral extraction projects?  2 

I don't know.  3 

       This is hard to understand because  4 

our whole area was populated by humans for  5 

thousands of years and by primative  6 

creatures and plants for millions of years  7 

before that.  Five days ago, the New York  8 

City Department of the Environmental  9 

Preservation released a story about the  10 

finding, preservation, and display of  11 

ancient artifacts and fossils on two large  12 

projects.  13 

       Prior to construction of a water  14 

treatment plant on 153 acres fossil land in  15 

Eastview, two stone points were found.  16 

This prompted 700 shovel tests.  That's one  17 

foot by one foot holes dug 5 feet deep done  18 

on 67 acres.  400 artifacts were located at  19 

18 different sites.  Their age and design  20 

told a story of the people who made them.  21 

Mention was also made about the amazing  22 

fossilized trees which were found doing  23 

work on Gilboa Dam, the worlds oldest  24 

forest at 380 million years.  25 
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       These finds are gifts to our  1 

imaginations.  On YouTube we've seen videos  2 

of lines of explosive charges used to blast  3 

ditches for pipelines.  Mike Cox of  4 

Washington County, Pennsylvania said, "a  5 

bulldozer can destroy 9,000 years of  6 

history in 15 minutes.  Well, dynamite can  7 

blow 9,000 years of history to smithereens  8 

in 15 seconds, lost forever."  How can we  9 

be assured -- how can we be assured that  10 

our history will be preserved here?  11 

       In addition to preserving ancient  12 

fossils and Native American remains and  13 

artifacts, can we expect that our more  14 

recent European heritage might be worth  15 

preserving too?  16 

       MR. BOWMAN:  One minute, Ms.  17 

Turechek, please.  18 

       MS. TURECHEK:  Our pioneer ancestors  19 

in our Revolutionary War fighters traveled  20 

up and down these valleys, waterways,  21 

fields and forests.  I have been told that  22 

this pipeline might plow right through the  23 

remains of one or two people who, but for  24 

fate, might have come to this meeting  25 
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tonight.  Who will stop Williams from doing  1 

that?  2 

       I discovered quite by accident that  3 

my great grandfather lived in Delaware  4 

County in the early 1800's.  Is Williams  5 

going to dig through or blast any of his  6 

relative's grave sites?  My great  7 

grandmother was part Indian and grew up  8 

around Milford, Pennsylvania in the 1830's.  9 

She told of the wolves in the wiles of the  10 

country in Northeastern corner of  11 

Pennsylvania.  12 

       Given that archeologists agree that  13 

the situation in Pennsylvania is terrible,  14 

that the fossil fuel industry now can do  15 

whatever they want down there, I can't  16 

expect evidence of those Pennsylvania  17 

relatives of mine have been spared.  All  18 

over the world the frantic search for  19 

fossil fuels has ruined historic and  20 

cultural valuable areas.  21 

       We can see that the Constitution  22 

Pipeline will be incredibly destructive  23 

almost any way you look at it.  There are  24 

hundreds of people who will be affected by  25 
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it and there's no way Williams can possibly  1 

compensate now for the lost piece of mind,  2 

lost property values and possibly lost  3 

health, especially if compressor stations  4 

begin to multiply along the way, as they  5 

want to do.  It would be criminal if  6 

Williams took their land by eminent domain  7 

and unconstitutional, possibly craziness,  8 

and gas taken by forced pulling or  9 

compulsory emigration were to be exported  10 

and sold not for the public good but for  11 

the private benefit of a corporation.  12 

       Please see that our history is  13 

preserved.  We do not need this pipeline,  14 

we do not want this pipeline.  Let us  15 

remember the Fifth Amendment of our  16 

Constitution.  No person shall be deprived  17 

of life, liberty, or property without due  18 

process in law, nor shall private property  19 

be taken for public use without just  20 

compensation.  Thank you.  21 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Felix Riddell.  Felix  22 

Riddell, Tracy Carluccio, Eunie Blake.  23 

       MS. RIDDELL:  My name is Felix  24 

Riddell.  I'm 12 years old in the 7th grade  25 
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of Franklin Central School.  I oppose this  1 

pipeline.  I have come -- I have come after  2 

many others because I do not represent  3 

Franklin and I am not a directly affected  4 

landowner but I will be directly affected,  5 

as well as everyone else here.  6 

       All life, human, animal, plant is  7 

connected.  Life on earth is a delicate,  8 

fragile fabric.  When one strand is pulled  9 

out, the fabric begins to fray.  But  10 

although all life depends on this fabric,  11 

we only know parts of the pattern.  12 

Therefore, we don't know what we're doing  13 

when we yank on a thread.  14 

       The Constitution Pipeline will dig a  15 

120 mile trench across beautiful forests,  16 

clean streams and wide meadows.  As many of  17 

us have demonstrated, fracking will follow  18 

the pipeline.  Fracking has a terrible  19 

effect on the environment, as many other  20 

people have described.  For example, it  21 

poisons air, water, soil, creates noise and  22 

lights up the nights.  23 

       We cannot be sure of the exact  24 

effects fracking will have on our  25 
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ecosystem.  However, let's try to imagine  1 

this.  Fracking includes poisoning fish  2 

that bald eagles feed upon, the eagle's  3 

population declines.  With less  4 

competition, hawk numbers increase.  They  5 

feed heavily upon mice and rabbits, whose  6 

numbers go down.  The hawks either die or  7 

move away.  Foxes and weasels, who also  8 

depend on the hawks' prey, go with them.  9 

       With less competition, bobcats and  10 

coyote numbers go up.  But with no small  11 

prey to feed upon, they turn their eyes to  12 

deer.  The deer decline and they're  13 

predators with them.  With few animals  14 

hunting them, deer numbers suddenly  15 

explode.  Because carnivores reproduce more  16 

slowly than herbivores, their meager  17 

populations cannot control prey numbers.  18 

       Deer, and the newly returned rabbits  19 

and mice, graze heavily upon the farmland  20 

used by lack of livestock.  They obliterate  21 

all plant matter and then starve the few  22 

remaining carnivores with them.  Cows,  23 

sheep and goats have nothing to feed upon  24 

so cannot be kept.  After the livestock,  25 
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guess who's next?  Yes, us, humans, homo  1 

sapiens.  2 

       As the top predator, we are hit  3 

hardest.  I'm not saying that this exact  4 

scenario will happen.  However, ecological  5 

disruption all over the world has resulted  6 

in similar events.  Ecology is a line of  7 

dominoes.  Knock one down, the rest will  8 

soon follow.  We humans stand at the end of  9 

the line.  I'm asking FERC to examine the  10 

complex ecosystem of the area and how it  11 

will be affected by the pipeline.  Knock  12 

one down, you knock them all down.  Thank  13 

you.  14 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Tracy.  Tracy  15 

Carluccio.  16 

       MS. CARLUCCIO:  Hello, I'm Tracy  17 

Carluccio, Deputy Director of Delaware  18 

Riverkeeper Network.  There's much that can  19 

be said and has been said tonight about the  20 

harmful impacts that will accompany this  21 

huge pipeline project.  22 

       Based on the giant footprint of the  23 

project, we request an extension of the  24 

public comment period and a hearing in at  25 
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least each of the six affected counties,  1 

both in Pennsylvania and New York, and at  2 

least one in Delaware River Watershed which  3 

is downstream of at least one of the  4 

alternative routes.  5 

       In a comment already submitted,  6 

Delaware Riverkeeper Network detailed the  7 

issues that you did not cover in your  8 

notice of intent such as climate change,  9 

greenhouse gas emissions and environmental  10 

justice, just to name a few and must by law  11 

must include in your Environmental Impact  12 

Statement.  13 

       And the categories that are of  14 

particular concern with this project,  15 

certainly one of the largest issues that  16 

FERC must cover is the cumulative impacts  17 

of the project.  That is the incremental  18 

impact of this pipeline when added to other  19 

past, present, and reasonably foreseeable  20 

future activities related to gas  21 

development, including the effects of the  22 

environment and the communities where the  23 

shale gas that will fill this pipeline is  24 

extracted and all the infrastructure, the  25 
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compressor stations, the gas and waste  1 

treatment facilities.  And that includes  2 

the gas drilling that will be induced by  3 

the pipeline as well.  4 

       That brings me to the one central  5 

issue you must address in this  6 

Environmental Impact Statement, the fact  7 

that the need for this pipeline must be  8 

proven.  And looking at the present  9 

situation and the forecast for Shale gas,  10 

there is no reasonable, reliable  11 

expectation that New York or the Delaware  12 

River Watershed will ever produce shale  13 

gas, at least not if we have anything to do  14 

with it.  15 

       Further, the future of shale gas in  16 

Pennsylvania where about 5,500 Marcellus  17 

wells have already been drilled is also in  18 

limbo.  New gas well starts are down due to  19 

a natural gas glut in the United States due  20 

to overproduction based on speculation and  21 

because of the KG financing of the  22 

unbridled expansion of drilling by  23 

companies in Pennsylvania and other shale  24 

regions over the past 3 to 4 years and that  25 
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is beginning now to unravel.  1 

       As we see some of the former giants  2 

of shale gas, such as Chesapeake, reducing  3 

its investment and facing substantial  4 

financial crises, it's reasonable to ask  5 

how long will this boom last and it is  6 

already being busted?  In other words, the  7 

gas Williams and Cabot expect may not  8 

materialize, regardless of what speculated  9 

contracts they may have in hand in the  10 

marketplace.  And without justification,  11 

based on need, no amount of harm is  12 

acceptable or justifiable by anyone,  13 

especially FERC.  14 

       Every company seems to want to build  15 

it's own pipeline.  Delaware Riverkeeper  16 

Network is fighting 12 in the Delaware  17 

River Watershed alone.  So the nation's  18 

watersheds and landscapes are literally  19 

being slashed to ribbons, leaving  20 

communities and the natural environment to  21 

bare the short term catastrophic effects  22 

and the long term degradation of these  23 

products.  This insane scramble to build  24 

thousands of miles of new pipe and  25 
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polluting compressors across the U.S. has  1 

to stop.  2 

       The same planning has to begin.  It's  3 

your job to make sure that the  4 

Environmental Impact Statement and the  5 

decisions made about this pipeline are in  6 

the interest of the public and are commonly  7 

held natural resources including clean  8 

drinking water and clean air and clean the  9 

foodsheds we and future generations  10 

require, not simply an endorsement of gas  11 

extraction, or worse, a role that is  12 

complicit with those whose purpose is to  13 

exploit resources for their profit, even if  14 

it means sacrificing our water and our air.  15 

       Please, FERC, step back.  Put the  16 

Constitution Pipeline and all new and  17 

expanded pipelines aside and commence sound  18 

energy infrastructure planning, looking at  19 

the entire footprint of shale gas  20 

development.  As a federal energy agency,  21 

you are uniquely equipped to carry out such  22 

a cumulative impact analysis and to give  23 

broad consideration of energy sources,  24 

sustainable sources, sustainable  25 
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alternatives that are clean and truly  1 

renewable.  We don't want Cabot and  2 

William's pipe dream to turn into our pipe  3 

nightmare.  4 

       Thank you.  Thank you for the  5 

opportunity to comment on behalf of  6 

Delaware Riverkeeper's Network, 10,000  7 

members and all of us who live downstream,  8 

15 million people relying on the water from  9 

the Delaware River.  Thank you.  10 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Eunie Blake.  11 

       MS. BLAKE:  Thank you for this  12 

opportunity.  My name is Eunie Blake and I  13 

live in the Town of Maryland.  If you  14 

approve this Alternate Route M, it will go  15 

through my town and I'm here because it's  16 

personal.  17 

       The Town of Maryland is a small town  18 

with a population of about 1,900 people  19 

based on the 2010 Census and this number  20 

has been shrinking over the years.  21 

       According to local historians, our  22 

town once had a vibrant community.  23 

Manufacturing plants grew in number not  24 

only because of the local power that was  25 
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from the local dam but also because of the  1 

people that were a part of the community.  2 

It was thriving with hotels, restaurants,  3 

creamery and opera house, a theatre.  But  4 

this has all changed, the lights have gone  5 

out of the barns and the businesses of few.  6 

       As a result, the Towns of Maryland  7 

and Worcester both passed resolutions to  8 

support the pipeline.  While the  9 

development of the pipeline itself might  10 

not change much of this, what it does offer  11 

the people is a sense of hope and  12 

opportunity.  13 

       We all know that there are risks  14 

associated with pipeline development.  15 

We've heard about it all tonight.  But the  16 

way I see it, these towns have two options.  17 

They can do nothing and wait and be at the  18 

mercy of the regulators and the companies  19 

or they could think proactively and start  20 

working to address the potential concerns.  21 

We know that pipeline-related accidents can  22 

be adverted by well-informed and prepared  23 

communities.  Information should be in the  24 

form of proactive strategies, like I've  25 
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said, increasing local awareness about  1 

pipeline safety.  2 

       While the decision to determine the  3 

pipeline route is complex, my goal here  4 

today is to ask you, the Commission, to  5 

encourage independent organizations, to  6 

help these communities work on public  7 

education and to sort through what public  8 

perceptions, whether wrong or right, and to  9 

sort through all of this.  10 

       The pipeline has the potential to  11 

help these communities.  But at the same  12 

time, I do realize there are some impacts  13 

that might come along with it.  I'll  14 

calling upon Williams and whoever is out  15 

there to organize and help spread some  16 

correct information because there's been a  17 

lot of misinformation here given tonight.  18 

Thank you.  19 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Elliott Abrams.  20 

       VOICE:  Are you calling people in  21 

order they signed up?  22 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Victor Furman.  Craig  23 

Schwalenberg.  24 

       VOICE:  Why aren't you calling people  25 
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in order?  1 

       MR. BOWMAN:  As we identified  2 

earlier, the order we established was for  3 

elected officials first, second was  4 

affected landowners, second was NGO's, and  5 

third was everyone else, fourth was  6 

everyone else.  7 

       VOICE:  I was told it was  8 

chronological.  9 

       MR. BOWMAN:  The remainder was  10 

chronological.  11 

       VOICE:  We have impacted landowners  12 

on page 1.  13 

       VOICE:  It looks like you missed a  14 

couple people, I was on page 1.  15 

       MR. BOWMAN:  What was the name of the  16 

persons that we missed?  17 

       VOICE:  Hannum and Roder.  18 

       MR. BOWMAN:  Well, affected  19 

landowners, if we missed you then.  20 

       MR. HANNUM:  Welcome to Foothills  21 

Performing Arts Center.  First, I'd like to  22 

voice my displeasure with the FERC.  As a  23 

Delaware County resident, I represent the  24 

county with the largest area and acreage  25 
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along the 121 mile open access route.  It  1 

is appalling that Delaware County is not  2 

represented with a scoping hearing.  3 

Tonight there are 23 disenfranchised  4 

residents from Walton, New York, 11  5 

disenfranchised residents from Trout Creek,  6 

New York, and 13 disenfranchised residents  7 

from Sidney Center, New York.  These 57  8 

residents wanted to come here tonight but  9 

couldn't because of no public  10 

transportation.  11 

       VOICE:  Who are you?  12 

       MR. HANNUM:  Howard Hannum,  13 

H-A-N-N-U-M, and I speak solely as a small  14 

organic farm owner, as well as a tax paying  15 

landowner from Delaware County, New York.  16 

       A retired gas company vice president  17 

once told me, and I quote, "the pipelines  18 

leak, that's what they do."  Tonight I  19 

oppose the Constitution Pipeline and I  20 

speak in regard to the damage being done to  21 

the Susquehanna River.  If this 30 inch  22 

unlimited access distribution line is  23 

allowed to be constructed, it would cross  24 

the river in at least two places, maybe  25 
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three, depending on which route you look  1 

at, and be placed within 500 feet of the  2 

river for many miles, which would literally  3 

destroy the river basin and it's  4 

surrounding wetlands.  5 

       With a long history of accidents on  6 

their resume, Williams' partners cannot be  7 

allowed to move forward with this project.  8 

The Oklahoma based Williams and it's  9 

subsidiaries and partners such as Laser,  10 

WPX and Cabot have a long history of  11 

accidents throughout Bradford and  12 

Susquehanna County alone.  Laurel Creek,  13 

Mill Creek, Silver Creek are all spills  14 

directly linked to Laser gathering lines.  15 

Mannings, Hadlex, and of course let's not  16 

forget back in March the La Thorpe  17 

explosion, are all linked to Cabot.  18 

       Upon entering New York, Williams will  19 

lead us to believe that we are in the area  20 

of lowest consequence.  That we are a  21 

Federal Class 1 rural and potential impact  22 

radius or high consequence areas designated  23 

would allow them to continue with no  24 

regulation and little or no inspection.  25 
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They plan on entering virgin rural  1 

teritory, turning the beautiful Delaware  2 

County dairy farms into a gas land in order  3 

to maximize private profit.  4 

       Instead of using existing lines  5 

already in place along parts of  6 

Pennsylvania and New York, Spectra,  7 

Bluestone and Millennium can be used as an  8 

alternative and we suggest this as an  9 

alternative to move the northern PA product  10 

to the New England area and the Bay of  11 

Fundy and this new 30 inch line is  12 

certainly not needed.  13 

       The fines and failures and breakdowns  14 

and leaks, the spills and inadvertent  15 

returns to surface on the part of Williams'  16 

resume, and that's just in the northeast  17 

operations alone.  Nationwide, this company  18 

has proven time and time again to be a  19 

colossal failure.  I would like to request  20 

a cumulative environmental impact  21 

assessment on the effects that this project  22 

will have on the Susquehanna River and it's  23 

basin and it's basin and it's wetlands  24 

along the entire 121 mile pipeline.  25 
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       I'd like the study to include future  1 

speculation and drilling operations that  2 

include well pads, evaporation fits, as  3 

gathering line construction, rights of way  4 

easements and the compressor station  5 

construction in and around the river and  6 

the surrounding wetlands.  I'd like the  7 

study to include nature preserves of  8 

Davenport and East Meredith, including  9 

Emmons Pond Bog, and most certainly the  10 

areas of Schoharie County near Howe's  11 

Caves.  12 

       The Susquehanna River is a very  13 

unique river in many ways.  It travels  14 

south from Schoharie into PA, where it  15 

makes a great bend, and actually travels  16 

north for a stretch and also travels west  17 

into Binghamton before turning south again  18 

to Harrisburg.  Because of the layout of  19 

the land in and around the river basin and  20 

it's wetlands, gas drilling operations are  21 

certainly not conducive -- this area is not  22 

conducive to gas drilling.  The FERC needs  23 

to concentrate on the Susquehanna River and  24 

it's basin and wetlands and put a stop to  25 
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this project because, as a retired gas  1 

company vice president once told me,  2 

"pipelines leak, that's what they do."  3 

       MR. BOWMAN:  Ms. Rice.  4 

       MS. RICE:  First and foremost, I'm  5 

opposed to the Constitution Pipeline and  6 

any pipeline that brings fossil fuel,  7 

especially rock by fracking.  8 

       Has any research been conducted along  9 

the proposed routes of the Constitution  10 

Pipeline so as not to jeopardize any  11 

potential sites feasible for wind, solar or  12 

hydropower?  I have data from a wind  13 

analysis lab in Vermont that states the  14 

ridge along Parker Hollow Road is one such  15 

viable site.  Further testing would be  16 

required to give a complete list of  17 

potential renewable energy sites as stated.  18 

       My concern is if any engineer sitting  19 

in a lab in Vermont can give me this data,  20 

who is to say the oil and gas industry and  21 

Williams is not using the same information  22 

to sabotage potential renewable energy  23 

sources?  24 

       As a customer of Energy Cooperative  25 
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of New York/Renewables, that provides me  1 

with the cheapest 100 percent renewable  2 

energy on the market, and with the growing  3 

demand of renewable energy, Energy  4 

Cooperative of New York will be hard  5 

pressed to bring on line more renewable  6 

energy if FERC does not have data readily  7 

available to protect our choices of energy.  8 

       My other question of the Commission  9 

is lightning strikes, not only to  10 

substations such as the ones that took  11 

place in Pennsylvania, as well as Windsor,  12 

New York of this year, I believe it was in  13 

June or July.  My main concern that is  14 

documented continuously every year  15 

throughout the world is sky to tree,  16 

building or ground strikes and the ESD or  17 

electronic static discharges that are the  18 

cause of explosions in natural gas  19 

pipelines.  20 

       I realize there is a chapter, the  21 

NFPA 780, covers lightning protection on  22 

gas pipelines.  With the numerous lightning  23 

strikes and so many variable surroundings,  24 

causes and effects of natural gas  25 
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explosions by lightning strikes with many  1 

incidences, loss of life and property have  2 

occurred.  3 

       I found out that in many U.S. states,  4 

criminal negligence was determined after  5 

the failure of the lightning protection has  6 

failed.  My question is with the chapter of  7 

NFPA 780 showing many shortcomings, is FERC  8 

conducting research that has more fail  9 

safes than after the effect criminal  10 

negligence route to lightning strikes?  11 

National Environmental Policy Act requires  12 

the Commission to discover and address my  13 

concerns.  14 

       I would like to thank you for your  15 

time and look forward to a response that  16 

composes data that shows the research has  17 

been done.  Thank you.  18 

       MR. MOONEYAHN:  Clark Rhodes, Louis  19 

Johnson, Andrew Mason.  Clark Rhodes.  20 

       MR. BOWMAN:  Ms. Roder, you can go  21 

next after.  22 

       MR. RHODES:  My name is Clark Rhodes  23 

and my documentation started when I read  24 

the pipe accident report by the National  25 
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Transportation of Safety, and through that  1 

it allowed me to compute the following.  2 

The Carlsbad Pipeline exploded and there  3 

were people, 12 people who were 675 feet  4 

away from it.  They were all burned to a  5 

crisp.  There was a river right next by,  6 

some of them jumped in the river, they all  7 

died.  From that, from the diagram on page  8 

4, which is an aerial picture of the site,  9 

I was able to compute the following, and  10 

this is limitations all of the photograph.  11 

       There was 2,225 feet across the  12 

river, but the vegetation in August was  13 

burnt.  The trees were green at that time.  14 

They were getting the water from the river  15 

that passed by it.  So compute -- and this  16 

was 625, it was 30 inch pipeline.  Now  17 

we're going to put a 30 inch pipeline past,  18 

running up and down, running at maximum  19 

pressure of 1,450 pounds.  Now, from that I  20 

compute a 3,000 -- no, a 4,350 feet kill  21 

zone.  22 

       Any trees where the infrared  23 

radiation was so intense that it would  24 

cause green leaves to shrivel up, bursting  25 
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trees and burn the trees, is certainly  1 

going to cause third degree burns so we  2 

must take that as a given fact.  It's all  3 

in my report which is 31 pages with 12  4 

attachments.  5 

       Taking into consideration the 3150,  6 

we now have the line going besides  7 

Worcester, as Eunie Blake mentioned.  The  8 

pipeline, if it exploded in the area of  9 

Worcester, would totally wipe out the town  10 

of Worcester.  That's all in here also, the  11 

diagram where the pipe is located, it's  12 

easy for us to sustain that.  But what I  13 

would like you to consider -- oh, by the  14 

way, that would include children, with over  15 

400 students in it, and approximately 50  16 

adults.  It would take out the town hall,  17 

it would take out the emergency services,  18 

it would take out the fire department.  The  19 

cost would be incalculable.  20 

       But what I would like FERC to do is  21 

reconsider what you consider concerned  22 

properties or affected properties.  Because  23 

if the pipeline has a kill zone, a minimum  24 

kill zone of 4,350 feet, I think that these  25 
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people certainly should be informed of  1 

this.  And this should be a change in your  2 

presentation and make Williams send out  3 

notices to all these people because all  4 

these people are affected directly.  There  5 

is no way it could be less.  In this  6 

document is the scientific evidence of what  7 

I say.  8 

       I would like to go to another part of  9 

it which is the forensic psych seismology.  10 

The Carlsbad Pipeline, when it exploded,  11 

created, just with the pressure, a 51 foot  12 

wide, 20 foot deep and 118 feet long that  13 

registered in a very simple way, one, on  14 

the seismic scale.  When the gas ignited 24  15 

seconds later, it was a plume of gas.  When  16 

that ignited, that created a seismic event  17 

that was 11.8, using 1 as the first, which  18 

created 118 feet by 20 by 59.  The seismic  19 

effect of this ignition of the gas created  20 

11.8.  But when you take into consideration  21 

1,450 pounds, then I compute that it would  22 

be 27.14 I think it is, that's a seismic  23 

pressure.  24 

       The United States has an air burst  25 
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bomb, when it squirts out a fluid, an  1 

explosive, and then it sets it off and it  2 

creates a pressure that crushes things  3 

below.  This is exactly what would occur  4 

with this.  And in Worcester, it would be  5 

much worst but I don't want to get into the  6 

details.  What I would like to do is to go  7 

from --  8 

       MR. BOWMAN:  One minute, if you  9 

would, please.  10 

       MR. RHODES:  Sure, of course.  Joe  11 

Jacoby, Jacoby is a renaissance geologist.  12 

And from him, from Technophysics, I quote  13 

him.  Jacoby warns that the high number  14 

means that most cultural facilities, e.g.,  15 

waste disposal sites, bridges, pipelines,  16 

are not far from potential seismic  17 

activity.  CP will be a highly active  18 

geological area and there will be a very  19 

high probability that one or more of these  20 

events will happen:  21 

       One, the pipe will be stressed at  22 

various places, causing a stress fracture  23 

or a fracture resulting in explosion.  24 

       Two, the pipe will move up and down  25 
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and cause a dip in the pipe that will place  1 

corrosive fluids to accumulate, as in  2 

Carlsbad, which ultimately caused an  3 

explosion.  4 

       Three, since the CP is open access,  5 

there may be either intake or outflow  6 

points that will move at a different  7 

frequency in earthquakes and cause stresses  8 

and breaks at those points, causing  9 

explosions.  10 

       Four, high volume hydrofracking will  11 

cause lubrication of the faults, causing  12 

earthquakes and lead to incalculable risks  13 

and explosions.  Pipeline inspections do  14 

not eliminate explosions.  The Carlsbad  15 

Pipeline was inspected by ground one day  16 

before it exploded.  17 

       In the U.S., pipeline safety is left  18 

to private firms that are not under the  19 

control of the government.  Neither FERC,  20 

nor the citizens of New York State can rely  21 

on inspections to prevent accidents.  22 

Accidents can be prevented in the initial  23 

stage of the project design, that is you.  24 

That's the only way accidents can be  25 

26 



 
 

  168 

prevented.  It can't be human behavior.  1 

       Now, let me take a sentence from New  2 

York State's -- New York City's --  3 

       MR. BOWMAN:  You need to finish up,  4 

you've exhausted your time.  5 

       MR. RHODES:  Thank you.  Even with  6 

robust regulatory programs in place and a  7 

diligent HFHF operator, failures due to  8 

human error or natural disasters are  9 

inevitable.  Because of the overwhelming  10 

evidence presented, FERC must deny the  11 

Constitution Pipeline as shown in the  12 

primary blue line and in the alternative  13 

red line.  Thank you.  14 

       MR. WILLIAMS:  Thank you for this  15 

opportunity and thank all of you for  16 

waiting this long.  17 

       MR. BOWMAN:  Please state your name,  18 

sir, please.  19 

       MR. WILLIAMS:  My name is Ken  20 

Williams.  I have a very, very confusing,  21 

maybe conflicting story to tell to you.  I  22 

come from five generations on a farm right  23 

here locally, which I understand the  24 

pipeline is going to go through.  I asked  25 
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my three children's permission and asked  1 

them to listen to my speech and review it  2 

and ask if they wanted to change anything.  3 

       I'm a 50 year survivor of I-88 and it  4 

saved my parent's life three times by  5 

getting them to Albany Medical Center.  I  6 

was the equipment coordinator for Brown and  7 

Root on the Trans-Alaska Pipeline.  8 

Sometimes I stood in as general  9 

superintendent.  It was a hell of a burden  10 

but it was worth it.  I came back to build  11 

my house within 300 yards of the TEPCO  12 

Pipeline.  I've found it to be a very good  13 

neighbor.  14 

       I tell the truth, I'm interested in  15 

evidentiary facts.  I'm interested in  16 

linear logic and I'm interested scientific  17 

data.  I'd like to see this pipeline built  18 

on top of what they call the south hill  19 

corridor, it's got the least effect on  20 

people, infrastructure, materials, flora,  21 

fauna, and the environment.  I'm starting a  22 

farmer's market.  I'm an environmentalist.  23 

I grew up on a dairy farm.  I'm a steward  24 

of the forest, I'm a child first advocate.  25 
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       Farmers are the stewards of the land,  1 

they've taken care of the land for 200  2 

years.  Everybody needs to listen to them.  3 

While everybody else was taking care of  4 

everything else, our farmers were taking  5 

care of our land.  They're smart, they're  6 

efficient, they're trustworthy.  You can  7 

trust them to grow your food, your meat,  8 

your vegetables, your milk.  9 

       I ask that you listen to them about  10 

gas and pipelines.  The statistics are so  11 

that what I could find in the data before I  12 

came down tonight, the first hundred causes  13 

of death in the United States don't list  14 

the pipeline.  Some things that do kill  15 

people are cold homes for the elderly,  16 

darkness and falls and poverty.  The  17 

pipeline will improve all of these things,  18 

if done safely.  19 

       Gas is over 70 percent cleaner than  20 

coal.  It's a safer thing to transport than  21 

coal and it's cheaper than equivalent  22 

heating units.  The pipeline will improve  23 

New York, if done correctly.  It will lower  24 

our taxes, increase our standard of living,  25 
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and make it so that my children don't have  1 

to leave New York to work, if you do it  2 

right.  If you don't put children first, I  3 

ask you to look very, very closely at who  4 

you are.  Natural gas is America's  5 

transition fuel right now.  It's not  6 

perfect, but neither am I, you, this  7 

country or anybody in this room.  It's  8 

cheap, it's safe, it's clean and we need  9 

it.  Thank you.  10 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Louis Johnson.  11 

       MR. BOWMAN:  Go ahead, Ms. Roder.  12 

       MS. RODER:  Thank you.  My name is  13 

Rebecca Roder and I live in Brooklyn,  14 

Susquehanna County, and it's appropriate  15 

that I follow this gentleman because I live  16 

in a shale field, an active shale field, so  17 

I have real experience about what it's like  18 

to live there and what the impacts are.  19 

       I first want to ask Bill Houston to  20 

bring up this photograph of the Williams  21 

Central Station.  Somebody had talked about  22 

integrity and I ask that you look at  23 

Williams' integrity.  This is the Williams  24 

Central Station.  In Williams' air quality  25 
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permit to the Pennsylvania Department of  1 

Environmental Protection they said, "once  2 

the Constitution Pipeline is complete,  3 

Williams expects that the central station  4 

will discharge the Constitution to serve  5 

additional markets."  6 

       Ironically enough, Williams denies  7 

this.  At the open house in New Milford,  8 

they told me that this station has nothing  9 

to do with the Constitution Pipeline.  And  10 

if you look at their maps, this station,  11 

it's built.  There's gas flowing and the  12 

dehydrators are operating and the air  13 

quality permits are in effect.  I now have  14 

46 tons of VOC's and 76 tons of nitrous  15 

oxides being done to my breathing air less  16 

than a mile from my house but Williams is  17 

not being honest about that.  On the map,  18 

they have this station, which is right next  19 

to the Newton Hill Cemetery, there's only  20 

one of them, and they have what they're  21 

calling the Williams Midstream Central  22 

Station.  And when I asked if it's the same  23 

thing, they denied it.  24 

       Your co-worker, Charles Brown, I  25 
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brought this up with him and he said please  1 

tell us that because Williams is swearing  2 

up and down that this station has nothing  3 

to do with the Constitution Pipeline, it  4 

does.  Matt Swift admitted to me later on,  5 

not on video, that it is part of the  6 

Constitution Pipeline.  Their construction  7 

foreman, who works for Troy, on video when  8 

asked is this station part of the  9 

Constitution Pipeline, he said, oh, yes,  10 

absolutely, so it is.  11 

       I'm asking you at FERC to note this  12 

and I would like to know if you are going  13 

to require that this station be involved in  14 

your FERC application project because this  15 

addresses the heart of integrity and  16 

transparency.  Wes Gillingham talked about  17 

a bridge to nowhere.  Well, Williams wants  18 

us to believe that this is a station to  19 

nowhere because they've already brought in  20 

gathering lines from well pads on my hill  21 

directly to this station and that's where  22 

the gas is free flowing.  So the gas is  23 

going to this compressor station and now  24 

it's going down to the La Thorpe compressor  25 
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station so now it's going the wrong way.  1 

       So my point is if all they wanted to  2 

do was send this gas to market, they would  3 

have had the gathering lines go directly to  4 

La Thorpe.  That's not what they did.  They  5 

went out of their way and connected these  6 

gathering lines to a station to nowhere.  7 

And I full well suspect that this is going  8 

to go up to Penobscot, Maine to an LNG  9 

export facility.  10 

       And I just found out today in  11 

Searsport, Maine, I forget which large oil  12 

gas company it is, they are already  13 

planning to have LPG tank farms, Sunoco.  14 

So if you look at the Constitution Pipeline  15 

route, it goes right up to Maine, right up  16 

to Maine.  And if they're going to  17 

transport the gas there, liquefy it, the  18 

by-product -- one of the by-products will  19 

be LPG, so they're already putting into  20 

action having an LPG storage tank, a tank  21 

farm in Searsport, Maine.  It's in the  22 

paper, read it, just research it.  23 

       So it's up to you to pay attention to  24 

this and I also -- sorry, I think also that  25 
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you need to look at the impacts of drinking  1 

water in my county because pipeline  2 

installation has impacted drinking water.  3 

I don't know that FERC has contacted any of  4 

the people with impacted drinking water  5 

from pipeline but you should.  Because I  6 

know three people just personally who had  7 

their springs impacted by simple  8 

installation of pipeline.  And then two  9 

people with drilled water wells with  10 

casing, their wells were impacted by  11 

directional drilling.  And Rockford, on my  12 

hill, is using diesel, diesel based  13 

drilling for directly drilling to install  14 

pipeline.  Rockford is doing the pipeline  15 

installation leading up to this Williams  16 

Central compressor station.  17 

       I honestly think that you really need  18 

to look at whether there's a need for the  19 

Constitution Pipeline because I believe  20 

that the Millennium and Bluestone are  21 

already moving product to the east coast.  22 

And there was a comment, I think her name  23 

was Nicole, she's the anti-trust lawyer.  24 

She talked about the concept of vertical  25 
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integration.  Well, FERC, my understanding,  1 

regulates commerce.  You're not regulating  2 

this pipeline primarily because it's larger  3 

and it will have more possible public  4 

safety risks because of explosion, class 1,  5 

big pipeline, all of that stuff.  This  6 

audience is well educated about that.  You  7 

regulate commerce, so clearly the  8 

transmission line that Williams is applying  9 

for, they're admitting that that's going to  10 

be moving product to market.  11 

       Well, all of the gathering lines that  12 

are going through my yard and my neighbor's  13 

yards are going to dump into that  14 

transmission line and move it to market.  15 

Nobody is buying gas along those gathering  16 

lines, so why isn't that part of the FERC  17 

project?  Because that gas is being moved  18 

to market too, to a market not us.  I mean,  19 

somebody else was talking about how this  20 

was going to make cheap gas for local  21 

people, that's not the case.  It's going  22 

out from under our feet to another market.  23 

Is there anybody here from PENSA tonight?  24 

Is there usually somebody from pipeline  25 
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hazardous safety?  1 

       MR. BOWMAN:  If we can get someone  2 

out.  3 

       MS. RODER:  Okay, all right.  Because  4 

I was hoping there was someone here because  5 

I wanted to know if in Class 1, which I  6 

think the pipeline route going through I-88  7 

corridor, it's mostly Class 1.  You're not  8 

required to have an automatic shut off  9 

valve in case of an explosion?  Because I  10 

think I heard at one presentation given by  11 

Brian Brock, he talked about having a  12 

manual shut off valve so if you had an  13 

explosion or a leak, it would take 24  14 

hours.  That would be a horrific scene for  15 

these communities.  Are they required to  16 

have an automatic shut off valve?  Can  17 

anybody here answer that later?  I was  18 

hoping somebody from PENSA would be here.  19 

       Anyway, I don't want to take any more  20 

time.  Thank you very much for the  21 

opportunity to make my comments.  Thanks.  22 

       MS. JOHNSON:  Good evening, I'm Louis  23 

Johnson.  I live 2 miles from I-88 and so  24 

that puts me 1 mile from the minimum kill  25 
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zone of a gas pipeline explosion and fire.  1 

The previous speaker just told you that he  2 

extrapolated that minimum kill zone figure  3 

of 4,350 feet, a little less than a mile,  4 

from the El Paso, New Mexico explosion and  5 

covered a lot of data to prove that.  6 

       What I came here for tonight was  7 

really to tell you that I live also over a  8 

major earthquake fault line and because I  9 

live 2 miles from 88, I live 2 miles from  10 

several major fault lines.  And I came to  11 

show you the map of the two parallel  12 

enormously long fault lines that travel  13 

along the I-88 corridor going west from  14 

right, which is where the compressor  15 

station ends, and all the way down through  16 

Cobleskill through Worcester and Otsego,  17 

through Delaware, through Broome.  And  18 

these same two parallel earthquake faults  19 

travel into Pennsylvania.  You have to see  20 

this to believe it.  21 

       So what I have done is taken Jacoby's  22 

renowned earthquake fault map, just a major  23 

one, and most major faults are unknown but  24 

this is just some of them.  I took the two  25 
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along the I-88 corridor and put the dotted  1 

oval around them so you can see that the  2 

earthquake fault extends through 6 or 7  3 

counties into Pennsylvania.  And it follows  4 

the route of this pipeline, the  5 

Constitution Pipeline, so it's just  6 

something that you need to see and know  7 

about.  8 

       I think it's pretty serious, given  9 

the kill zone, how serious an explosion  10 

would be.  Let me just see.  I mean, I have  11 

a lot of information on the earthquake  12 

magnitude in Worcester and a lot of other  13 

areas along this pipeline but I really  14 

didn't come here to speak.  I just wanted  15 

you to see this map and please consider it  16 

in your scoping report.  Thank you.  17 

       MR. MASON:  Andrew Mason, M-A-S-O-N.  18 

I want to add my voice to the call for a  19 

comprehensive cumulative and unsegmented  20 

environmental review of this proposal and  21 

particularly for a hard unbiased look at  22 

the alleged need for this pipeline and the  23 

gas that would flow through it.  I would  24 

remind your agency of the great authority  25 
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that is granted to you to allow private  1 

property to be taken from citizens against  2 

their will and of the equally great  3 

responsibility to not abuse that authority.  4 

       FERC has a long history of sharing a  5 

bed with the energy industry.  This  6 

shameful history should not be allowed to  7 

continue here.  Along the same line s, I  8 

would have expected a strong turn out from  9 

the local tea party here tonight.  These  10 

are people who supposedly stand up for  11 

individual rights and property rights,  12 

rights that would be trampled by the  13 

Constitution Pipeline, but they don't seem  14 

to be here though.  Evidently, their  15 

hypocrisy outweighs their patriotism of  16 

convenience.  Thank you.  17 

       Rudy Arter, Lonny Mars.  Lonny Mars.  18 

Pete Bevilacqua.  19 

       MR. BEVILACQUA:  Pete Bevilacqua, 964  20 

Finch Road, Franklin, New York.  And I told  21 

you at the last meeting that we get all the  22 

organizations together, and you can see  23 

they are here tonight.  And I am with the  24 

Stop the Constitution Pipeline, I'm on  25 
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their list.  So if they think they can come  1 

in here and drill, they're not.  And  2 

they're not going to put any pipelines in  3 

Delaware County, New York.  4 

       This has to stop here, now, it has to  5 

be criminalized, and we will do it.  I told  6 

you to go over there in Milford and I told  7 

you that most of these people should be  8 

caught, they should be locked up.  I don't  9 

see anybody getting locked up, all I see is  10 

fines and everybody gets fined.  Lock up  11 

the people, all the damage, they already  12 

had 46,000 people from Great Bend getting  13 

polluted water in Binghamton, Endicott.  14 

And I have cousins there, I have a daughter  15 

in Binghamton and she's getting fed the  16 

water that they are polluting.  If they  17 

think they're going to come here in our  18 

backyards in New York, pack up and leave.  19 

Don't even bother.  20 

       We told you we're going to put you in  21 

litigation.  You're not going to do it and  22 

Governor Cuomo knows it too in his office  23 

and Donna Lupardo, I called her office and  24 

they know it's in litigation pack up your  25 
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bags and leave New York now.  Don't even  1 

bother wasting your money and time and  2 

don't waste FERC's time or anybody's  3 

else's, get out now.  We are coming after  4 

you, I told you that in Milford,  5 

Pennsylvania and I'm telling you here.  6 

You're in my backyard, get the hell out.  7 

Let's tell them now, everybody, get up,  8 

tell them get the hell out.  They're right  9 

there, tell them get out.  Get out!  You're  10 

here in New York, you're in my backyard.  11 

       MR. BOWMAN:  Mr. Bivelacqua.  12 

       MR. BIVELACQUA:  You're not going to  13 

ruin my million dollars that I worked for  14 

and everybody else's million.  Just a  15 

profit to your company and the old Mafia  16 

politicians.  That's what it is, down  17 

bottom.  I'm Sicilian, I'm not afraid of  18 

the Mafia, okay?  I am well respected by  19 

the Sicilian mob.  I walk alone and nobody  20 

will touch me.  Thank you for your time.  21 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Connie Lull.  22 

       MR. BIVELACQUA:  One more thing,  23 

intimidation with eminent domain, they've  24 

been doing that before you even gave them a  25 
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permit.  So this should be disqualified  1 

right here, right now.  Ban the whole  2 

project.  3 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Connie Lull.  Susan  4 

Luper.  5 

       CONNIE LULL:  Connie Lull, spelling  6 

on the last name is L-U-L-L.  I would like  7 

to add my agreement to the EPA report  8 

recently on the 20 year low in the carbon  9 

emissions which enabled us to meet the  10 

targeted level for the Kyoto Treaty which  11 

our country refused to sign because we  12 

thought we couldn't do it without  13 

destroying our businesses, which we have  14 

now.  15 

       I'd like to add something else that  16 

has not been mentioned yet tonight.  This  17 

impact is not local yet and I would like to  18 

say that this pipeline could hasten the  19 

planned shut down of the Indian Point  20 

Nuclear Plant on Long Island.  They talked  21 

about kill zones a little while ago.  If  22 

good nor'easter blows up, we are all in the  23 

kill zone of the Indian Point Nuclear  24 

Plant.  This pipeline would hasten a shut  25 
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down of that.  1 

       On a more local level, I'm a third  2 

generation dairy farmer.  I'm a member of  3 

the Tri-Town's Landowners Coalition with  4 

134 members with 14,000 acres in the towns  5 

of Maryland, Westford and Worcester.  6 

       Also, as mentioned briefly a few  7 

speakers ago, Mr. Williams, the  8 

construction of the I-88 corridor.  I'd  9 

like to discuss that in a little more  10 

detail.  There was significant slow down  11 

problems with the section of I-88 that went  12 

through Maryland.  We experienced 3 years  13 

of construction.  There were two major  14 

problems with it was there was a very large  15 

shale crop, out cropping that needed to be  16 

gone through.  Also there was a section of  17 

quicksand where the construction road kept  18 

sinking, they needed to deal with that.  19 

There was lights on all night.  My family  20 

lives two miles up a side valley.  You  21 

could hear them, you could see the lights,  22 

but we all survived.  23 

       The time it will take to install  24 

Constitution line through Maryland will be  25 
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of a significantly shorter duration and  1 

significantly less disturbance.  In  2 

addition, the environmental safeguards in  3 

place now require a much higher level of  4 

due diligence than those in place in the  5 

1970's and I wholeheartedly encourage the  6 

application of that due diligence.  That  7 

the companies involved not violate safety  8 

regulations and the consequences be severe,  9 

if and when they do.  10 

       The residents of Town of Maryland, as  11 

I said, survived this 3 year disturbance  12 

and nobody now discusses this project, any  13 

long term detrimental impacts.  Interstate  14 

88 has become a normal part of our lives.  15 

Our land is pristine, our water is fine,  16 

our wildlife is thriving.  What is not  17 

thriving is our businesses and our personal  18 

finances.  Access to low cost fuel to our  19 

schools, homes and businesses would be  20 

tremendously helpful.  Jobs would be  21 

tremendously helpful.  The Tri-Town  22 

Landowners Coalition therefore supports the  23 

Alternate Route M of the Constitution line.  24 

       Another area that I feel I absolutely  25 
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have to bring up, I urge you to analyze the  1 

population, the percentage of the  2 

population of the communities along the 121  3 

mile route.  Those in opposition represent  4 

a very small percentage of that population.  5 

10,00 people at public hearings and signing  6 

petitions want you to believe they are of  7 

the majority.  Nothing could be further  8 

than the truth.  Thank you.  9 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Susan Luper.  10 

       MS. LUPER:  Thank you.  The  11 

Constitution Pipeline is all about  12 

fracking.  The applicant's route  13 

alternatives are proof that they are not in  14 

search of the safest and most cost  15 

effective path for the transportation of  16 

the gas.  Cabot Williams is looking to  17 

expand their tentacles into our communities  18 

so that they can, in the future, as their  19 

real plans are revealed, be within reach  20 

and poised to bleed our counties dry.  21 

       In my opinion, it is no longer  22 

acceptable with FERC to permit with  23 

blinders when in state after state and  24 

country and country, the evidence mounts  25 
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that the shale gas fracking cannot be done  1 

safely.  The applicant's shameful safety  2 

record speaks for themselves and confirm  3 

that neither company has ever been  4 

concerned about being a good neighbor.  5 

       As per a recent eye-opening report  6 

done by Earthworks Oil and Gas  7 

Accountability Project, we know that this  8 

country's regulatory systems have not and  9 

will not be able to enforce even the low  10 

standards set by the DEPs and the DECs.  11 

       For instance, Pennsylvania recommends  12 

that at least five inspections of each well  13 

happen during the drilling and completion  14 

stages and at least one inspection per year  15 

thereafter for producing wells.  But  16 

according to the Pennsylvania data from  17 

DEP, in 2010 the agency's 84 inspectors  18 

inspected only 8,565 wells.  That means  19 

that more than 82,000 wells or 91 percent  20 

of the state's active wells were not  21 

inspected that year.  22 

       When this deplorable enforcement  23 

record does find violations in the public,  24 

the public is faced with yet another layer  25 
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of industry game playing.  I'm referring to  1 

the environmental law and safety violation  2 

exemptions.  For example, the oil and gas  3 

workers have exemptions for high waste  4 

traffic safety rules that allow them to  5 

work longer hours than most other  6 

industries.  The National Transportation  7 

Safety Board strongly opposes these  8 

exemptions.  Not only in the industry  9 

exception from the laws, but they are also  10 

exempt -- I'm sorry, I'm tired.  11 

       They also receive billions of dollars  12 

in tax breaks from federal government.  It  13 

is exempt from at least eight different  14 

health and safety laws.  These laws were  15 

designed to protect us, the citizens of the  16 

United States.  But by allowing the  17 

industry to pollute our air and water, to  18 

negatively affect our heath, to degrade our  19 

forests and wildlife habitat, we give this  20 

industry more subsidies.  The lose of  21 

wildlife -- the value of the lost wildlife  22 

is not their concern.  Will the gas  23 

industry pay for the cost of your child's  24 

asthma treatments?  In the years to come,  25 
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once the industry leaves our towns, who  1 

will take responsibility for the  2 

deteriorating infrastructure?  They profit  3 

while we pay.  4 

       I want FERC to study and describe in  5 

the EIS so that regulators and the public  6 

can understand all of the exceptions and  7 

the tax breaks that will be used in this  8 

project.  FERC should identify in plain  9 

English what exemptions will apply in the  10 

construction phase of the project.  FERC  11 

should also identity the exemptions that  12 

will apply in the operation of the pipeline  13 

and all the infrastructure including, but  14 

not limited to, the dehydration systems,  15 

the compressor stations, gathering and  16 

delivery lines, the entire build out of the  17 

proposed Constitution Pipeline and the  18 

shale gas fracking industry that we all  19 

know its intended to support.  Thank you  20 

for your patience.  21 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Craig Schwalenberg.  22 

       MR. SCHWALENBERG:  Good evening, I'm  23 

Reverend Craig Schwalenberg.  I am the  24 

minister at the Unitarian Universalist  25 
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Society of Oneonta.  I want to thank you  1 

for holding this hearing and I want to  2 

thank you for your time and attention  3 

tonight.  I also want to thank everyone  4 

here in attendance, both those speaking  5 

against and those speaking in support of  6 

this pipeline.  Everyone here is  7 

passionately exercising their  8 

Constitutional rights and participating in  9 

our democracy.  And everyone here,  10 

regardless of their position, deserves the  11 

right to be heard and deserves to be  12 

treated with respect.  13 

       I speak tonight as an individual, not  14 

as a representative of my congregation.  15 

But I do speak out of the calling of my  16 

vocation, as a religious leader in our  17 

community.  There are many faith traditions  18 

represented in Upstate New York and likely  19 

in this very room.  These faith traditions  20 

and those who are religiously unaffiliated,  21 

agnostics and atheists, all have some  22 

principles in common, our common ground.  23 

       One, we are all called to care for  24 

our neighbors and our neighbors include all  25 
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people, especially those who are less well  1 

off, the marginalized, and all those  2 

without a voice.  3 

       We are also called to care for, to  4 

provide stewardship to this world we live  5 

on and with.  Balancing these two  6 

principles is where we find the conflict  7 

today.  Many of those who are in support of  8 

this pipeline are operating not out of  9 

greed but out of fear for their economic  10 

survival.  They fear losing their homes or  11 

their land, they fear not being able to  12 

send their children to college or even to  13 

help them move on in life.  It is  14 

understandable that people with such fears  15 

would grasp at anything that might offer  16 

them a solution.  17 

       Many of those speaking against this  18 

pipeline are also afraid.  They are afraid  19 

of the potential for catastrophic harm to  20 

our environment.  As young Felix so  21 

eloquently shared earlier, we are all  22 

connected.  We are connected financially,  23 

socially, legally and environmentally.  24 

Humans, in general, are bad at long range  25 
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planning and exceptionally poor at risk  1 

assessment.  We are even worse at it when  2 

we are afraid.  You, FERC, are in the  3 

unenviable position of trying to navigate  4 

these two principles are our shared fears.  5 

       I would offer you this guidance as  6 

you try to make your evaluation and  7 

decision.  If we are wrong about this  8 

economic cost of not building this  9 

pipeline, then we can and we must find a  10 

way to help our neighbors who are at risk  11 

or are already suffering from economic  12 

ruin.  13 

       If we are wrong about the  14 

environmental cost of building this  15 

pipeline, the potential damage to our  16 

natural environment.  The air, the water,  17 

the land and our economy, would be beyond  18 

our ability to address, possibly for  19 

generations.  Putting in rules and  20 

expecting our fines to cover the cost of  21 

repairing our environment is not realistic.  22 

       I stand here urging you when you  23 

consider the environmental and economic  24 

impact to consider the long range effects  25 
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and the relative potentials of harm.  And  1 

regardless of how FERC rules, I encourage  2 

everyone here to work both for the  3 

protection of our environment and for  4 

economic justice for everyone in our  5 

beautiful state.  We are all in this  6 

together.  Thank you.  7 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Nick Albaugh, Chris  8 

Hammon, Teresa Winchester, Nick Albaugh,  9 

are you here?  Chris Hammon.  10 

       MR. HAMMON:  I'm Chris Hammon, I grew  11 

up in Cooperstown.  I came back here after  12 

attending college at Vassar and law school  13 

at the New York University because of the  14 

beautiful landscape, the peace and quite,  15 

the clean air and the clean water.  I  16 

served as assistant county attorney in this  17 

county for 4 years.  I have a few comments  18 

about the pipeline.  19 

       The Constitution Pipeline, what's  20 

that supposed to mean exactly?  Is the name  21 

designed to inspire feelings of patriotism  22 

in us so that we will support this project  23 

of out of some transverse sense of national  24 

pride?  Well, to me, the Constitution is  25 
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about our rights against tyrannical  1 

government.  It is protection of our right  2 

to life, liberty and property.  But the  3 

perspective builders of the Constitution  4 

Pipeline want to bulldoze over our property  5 

rights and force people, at the  6 

government's hands, to give over their land  7 

for the benefit of a profit making  8 

corporation.  Not only that, they want us  9 

to foot the bill so they can make a profit.  10 

       The gas industry is lobbying hard to  11 

get the same kind of corporate welfare the  12 

oil industry already receives so they can  13 

make bigger profits through subsidies of  14 

our tax dollars.  It all pretty much turns  15 

the idea of the Constitution upside down,  16 

if you ask me.  17 

       There's no need for this pipeline.  18 

There is an overabundance of methane being  19 

produced at this time.  But unfortunately,  20 

I can guarantee you that FERC will give the  21 

same rubber stamp approval to this pipeline  22 

that it has given to every other fossil  23 

fuel bearing pipeline that has come before  24 

it for review.  26 out of 27, and the 27th  25 
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that they denied was a water pipeline.  1 

       This hearing is designed to create  2 

the illusion of a democratic process.  I  3 

can guarantee your our concerns will be  4 

ignored in the end.  FERC will bow to the  5 

gas industry and our beautiful countryside  6 

will bare the scar across it's soil as a  7 

result.  But what else can we expect from a  8 

revolving door government agency that  9 

derives it's funding from the industry it  10 

regulates?  11 

       FERC's commissioners are industry  12 

insiders, members of a group mentality  13 

committed to perpetuating the failed policy  14 

of overreliance on fossil fuels for energy.  15 

They want to bleed the earth to the last  16 

drop, including the earth, air, sea and sky  17 

in the process.  They destroyed the Gulf of  18 

Mexico and they'll destroy our countryside  19 

too, if we don't find a way to stop them.  20 

       It's getting harder and harder to  21 

extract fossil fuels, to the desperate  22 

point of pumping hundreds of deadly  23 

chemicals mixed with millions of gallons of  24 

water into the ground along with seismic  25 
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impacts to get gas out of the earth.  They  1 

leave the poisons in our ground though and  2 

put whatever comes back up into open pits  3 

to evaporate into the air.  The result is  4 

both air and water pollution.  5 

       Enough is enough, the time is now.  6 

The influence of the fossil fuel industry  7 

over government needs to end and we need to  8 

look elsewhere for energy.  The time to  9 

invest in renewable resources is now.  The  10 

gas business and the pipeline are the wrong  11 

direction for our environment, our property  12 

rights, our right to clean air and water  13 

and our right to live a healing earth to  14 

our posterity.  15 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Teresa Winchester.  16 

       MS. WINCHESTER:  My name is Teresa  17 

Winchester, Teresa without an H, Winchester  18 

as in the Cathedral, not the rifle.  I'm a  19 

resident and I would like to thank FERC for  20 

the opportunity to exercise our right to  21 

free speech tonight.  I would also like to  22 

ask that you -- even though I'm a resident  23 

of Otsego County, I would also like to go  24 

on record as requesting a hearing in  25 
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Delaware County for reasons already  1 

expressed.  I think that's obviously a fair  2 

thing to ask.  I would also like to ask for  3 

an extension of the public comment period.  4 

The time that the public has been given to  5 

learn about and comment on this is  6 

ridiculous and we want more time and need  7 

more time.  8 

       My remarks are humble, compared to  9 

the other statements that have been made  10 

tonight, but I'm going to make them,  11 

nonetheless, for the record.  I would like  12 

to call for impact studies on the multiple  13 

environmental impacts that the pipeline,  14 

the so-called Constitution Pipeline, would  15 

have.  I would like for there to be studies  16 

of the multiple safety hazards of the  17 

pipeline.  I would like there to be studies  18 

on the negative economic impacts, including  19 

loss of property values that the pipeline  20 

will have.  I would like to see an economic  21 

and social study of the private benefits  22 

versus the social risks of the pipeline.  23 

And I would also like for you, as you  24 

consider the EIS, that you keep in mind the  25 
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many deer and rabbits and raccoons and  1 

birds that were unable to make it here  2 

tonight to express their concerns.  3 

       As you go about your reviewing  4 

comments and information that's been sent  5 

to you, you may come across a resolution  6 

that was passed recently by the Otsego  7 

County Board.  I would like for you to  8 

consider that as a rogue resolution that  9 

was passed by an uninformed and ignorant  10 

county board.  At the public hearing, at  11 

the underprivileged of the floor, before  12 

that resolution was passed, 57 people spoke  13 

in opposition to the resolution.  11 people  14 

spoke in favor of it and, nonetheless,  15 

because Mayor Miller of Oneonta had been to  16 

a meeting with the industry waving dollar  17 

signs in front of his eyes and he led a  18 

derelict effort to pass that resolution.  19 

It was passed by our county board but in no  20 

way represents the will of this county.  21 

       I'll now read my prepared remarks  22 

which are based on science and economics.  23 

To preserve our plant, we must reduce the  24 

amount of CO2 in the atmosphere to below  25 

26 



 
 

  199 

350 parts per million.  Our current level  1 

is well above that at 392 parts per  2 

million.  A report published by McKinsey  3 

and Company calculates that widespread  4 

deployment of energy efficiency measures  5 

can decrease consumption by 23 percent of  6 

projected demand by 2020.  What's more,  7 

such measures would result in a 1.2 million  8 

dollar -- trillion dollar savings, far more  9 

than the 520 billion dollar investment  10 

required to implement them.  11 

       Therefore, I ask FERC to consider the  12 

following as preparation of an EIS related  13 

to the unconstitutional pipeline.  Number  14 

one, how will construction of this pipeline  15 

contribute to the reduction of CO2 in the  16 

atmosphere?  Do not answer because natural  17 

gas is a cleaner burning fuel, because  18 

global warming impact of hydrofracture is  19 

greater than that of coal.  Please refer to  20 

studies, and other people have referred to  21 

them too, provided with the statement as  22 

documentation of this observation.  23 

       Second, how can FERC justify building  24 

yet another pipeline when we don't need the  25 
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natural gas it will deliver and when energy  1 

efficient measures, rather than pipelines,  2 

can save us 1.2 trillion dollars?  Thank  3 

you.  4 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Kevin Moore, Joe  5 

Turbady, Gabby Leach.  Kevin Moore.  Joe  6 

Turbady.  Gabby Leach.  7 

       MS. LEACH:  My name is Gabby Leach.  8 

My husband, Jeff, and I live on Rose Lane  9 

in Harpersfield.  We are not property  10 

owners directly affected but are in the  11 

kill zone.  We moved up here from Long  12 

Island the day before 9/11.  We lived here  13 

for the beauty, quiet, and peace from the  14 

stressors of everyday life.  15 

       In 2004, a 6 inch gas pipeline blew  16 

up about three-quarters of a mile from our  17 

home.  We had thought a plane crashed.  The  18 

flames were about 200 feet in the sky and  19 

gas burned for 3 days.  The surrounding  20 

land and forests were annihilated.  One man  21 

ran for his life from his home.  22 

Thankfully, no one was hurt or died.  23 

       We all still think of that explosion  24 

especially now with the pipeline at our  25 
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back door.  I would like FERC to study the  1 

stress that this pipeline is placing on the  2 

people who are directly and indirectly  3 

affected.  I would like FERC to talk to  4 

people about the levels of stress this  5 

pipeline and the impending fracking has  6 

placed on their families.  Ask them about  7 

the loss of sleep, health issues and  8 

difficulty concentrating, and how much of  9 

an impact the pipeline has had on their  10 

nightly dinner conversations.  11 

       Ask how it affects our children and  12 

grandchildren.  Children hear their parents  13 

and grandparents talking about the issues,  14 

their concerns and worries.  It is then the  15 

issues, concerns and worries of the  16 

children.  These children, who inherit the  17 

farm, homestead or business, will be  18 

forever concerned about the what if's of  19 

the pipeline and the fracking to follow.  20 

       We are worried about our mortgages  21 

and the ability to refinance.  We are  22 

worried about resale of our home and the  23 

probability of banks denying or cancelling  24 

homeowner's insurance.  We are worried  25 
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about health issues, our children, air,  1 

water, forest, livestock and wildlife.  We  2 

are worried about the end of a pristine  3 

lifestyle we enjoy.  4 

       We are worried about the  5 

industrialization of an area and what it  6 

brings with it.  We're all worried about  7 

eminent domain.  If FERC doesn't realize  8 

how this is affecting all of us who live in  9 

rural New York, ask us.  I think we'll tell  10 

you.  11 

       I would like FERC to document the  12 

comments from landowners on stress levels,  13 

sleep disturbance, health issues, appetite  14 

and family conversation.  This topic is all  15 

consuming.  We are constantly worried about  16 

the effects this pipeline will have on our  17 

lives, health, et cetera.  18 

       We live here to get away from the  19 

stress and Williams Cabot has brought that  20 

stress right up front and personal.  Worry  21 

greatly affects health and the ability to  22 

live our lives in the way we all imagined.  23 

The Fifth Amendment states no person shall  24 

be derived of life, liberty or property  25 
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without due process of law, nor shall  1 

private property be taken for the public  2 

use or private gain.  Thank you.  3 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Kate Ryan, Rosemary  4 

McKayla.  5 

       VOICE:  Did you say Debbie Crol?  6 

       MR. BOWMAN:  I don't think so.  7 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Rosemary McKayla.  8 

       MS. MCKAYLA:  My name is Mother  9 

McKayla, I'm from Myrrhbearers Monastery in  10 

the Orthodox Church of America.  We have a  11 

small farm outside of Otego and I'm hear  12 

because I am from Texas.  I'm a New Yorker  13 

now and I feel compelled to say that  14 

fracking and the ensuing pipelines and  15 

compressor stations are absolutely ruining  16 

Texas.  They are ruining it, they are  17 

destroying it.  18 

       Lamar County just recently won their  19 

suit against the gas and pipeline company  20 

because they were able to show absolutely  21 

that the construction of the pipeline had  22 

destroyed property and wildlife.  Also, the  23 

noise and vibration from the compressor  24 

stations had caused health problems and  25 
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adverse effects on wildlife and livestock  1 

as well.  The asthma rate for the children  2 

in one single county alone, because of the  3 

fracking and the pipelines and everything  4 

else, the asthma rate for those children is  5 

now twice that of the entire United States  6 

in one single county.  7 

       Now, I come from an oil family.  My  8 

uncle was an oilman but he was a different  9 

type of oilman than this.  It has been  10 

medically proven that the noise from  11 

compressor stations, which are necessary  12 

with a pipeline, the noise and vibrations  13 

cause thickening of the membrane  14 

surrounding the heart.  They cause  15 

aneurysms, stroke, rupture of the blood  16 

vessels in the retina and hearing loss.  It  17 

also gives some people seizures and it also  18 

affects wildlife and livestock the same  19 

way.  20 

       At present, there is no existing  21 

technology to prevent these problems.  So  22 

it's not an if, it's just when these  23 

problems occur.  And it has been proven  24 

that this pipeline has a very poor record  25 
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in their safety precautions.  All the money  1 

in the world is not going to give you back  2 

your health.  And even though I have been a  3 

nun for 50 years, I am quite well aware  4 

that greed is always the bottom line.  I  5 

certainly hope it's not yours.  6 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  David Hutchison.  7 

       MR. HUTCHISON:  David Hutchison, I'm  8 

Chairman of the Environmental Board of the  9 

City of Oneonta and I'm not speaking for  10 

the board, nor am I speaking for the city  11 

of Oneonta.  A couple of quick comments  12 

that I'd like to get on the record.  As you  13 

may know already, the M route of the  14 

pipeline is scheduled -- I think it's been  15 

changed, I don't know for sure, to go  16 

through the Riddell State Park.  And there  17 

are two parts to the park, I mean, it's one  18 

park but two parcels came together.  The  19 

northern parcel was given by Patricia  20 

Riddell, given at no cost to the State of  21 

New York, 1,000 acres, to keep in  22 

perpetuity and that was the trust that she  23 

had.  24 

       Hartwick College, at the time when  25 
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this was given to the state, Hartwick  1 

College and their environmental station had  2 

acreage that abutted, 800 acres that  3 

abutted the park.  And that 800 acres the  4 

college had had for over 30 years and the  5 

parcel had not been logged since the 1800's  6 

so the tree growth on that is over 120  7 

years.  There is a bog at the top, glacial  8 

bog, shallow bog, with picture plants and  9 

sun dew with the rare plants that we find  10 

associated with bogs.  11 

       If the line goes through, it would be  12 

about 600 feet through this area.  It's  13 

been studied for over 30 years by Hartwick  14 

students, Hartwick faculty, visiting  15 

faculty.  It still is being studied.  It's  16 

the head waters, one of those small streams  17 

is the head waters that flows into the  18 

creek and then goes into the Susquehanna  19 

and then on down into the Chesapeake Bay.  20 

       So it's really a critical area and I  21 

assume you guys are not going to recommend,  22 

I don't know what your powers are, but I do  23 

not think Williams will put the pipeline  24 

through there but it's just a desire that  25 
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you really need not even think about.  1 

       Another quick comment, I hope that  2 

FERC will have a clear set of definitions  3 

such as an open pipeline.  I understand  4 

that it means, either way, you can either  5 

tap onto the pipeline to get gas off of  6 

some of the communities if you wanted or  7 

you can put gas into it and I think that  8 

needs to be clearly defined.  I read  9 

somewhere that it means that it has  10 

tremendous implications.  I'm also a  11 

geologist, PHD in geology.  I taught it for  12 

32 years and I really, as a geologist, hope  13 

that you guys, that FERC, is not clouded  14 

over with all the grand and glorious  15 

excrements of gas in the Marcellus Shale  16 

and also recently in the Utica Shale.  17 

       The USGS is a great institution, a  18 

fantastic scientific organization, but they  19 

don't deal with the economics of that  20 

shale, recovering the gas out of that  21 

shale.  The market is low, they're not  22 

going to get the gas out of there.  So it  23 

seems to me that this economic concept that  24 

there's all this shale gas that has to be  25 

26 



 
 

  208 

moved, may be a bit fallacious.  And I hope  1 

that is weighed out in any decision that  2 

FERC makes.  Thank you.  3 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Kathy McNulty.  Kathy  4 

McNulty.  Lynn Fischer, could you come up  5 

also, next?  6 

       MR. BOWMAN:  Before you go, can I get  7 

a quick show of hands who else has signed  8 

up to speak but hasn't gone yet?  Those of  9 

you who haven't -- who have signed up to  10 

speak but did not yet get to go, show of  11 

hands.  Okay, so we've got about 20 minutes  12 

left, just keep that in mind.  We still  13 

have about 10 people.  14 

       MS. MCNULTY:  I'm Kathy McNulty, I  15 

live in Sidney Center, New York.  Tonight I  16 

would like to submit a 68 page study of the  17 

Carr's Creek Watershed that was -- I have a  18 

characterization report that citizens that  19 

live in my hamlet participated in making.  20 

I would like you to use this study, this  21 

report, to study the increased risk of  22 

flooding in our watershed and in all other  23 

watersheds along the 120 mile route, both  24 

the A and M, caused by the clear cutting of  25 
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trees over steep slopes and including the  1 

build out of gathering lines and access  2 

roads, with a special emphasis on stream  3 

water quality, endangered species, and the  4 

loss of habitat, including the habitat for  5 

people.  6 

       We have lived through two devastating  7 

floods in 2006 and 2011.  We don't need  8 

anything to increase the risks of these  9 

floods in our areas.  We also don't need  10 

another ecological disaster from industrial  11 

poisoning.  In Sidney we have two Superfund  12 

sites in Sidney Center.  There's two more  13 

in Sidney proper caused by the dumping of  14 

chemicals by companies such as Amphenol and  15 

in whose name the pipelines and fracking  16 

are now being called for threatening their  17 

workers with the loss of their jobs if they  18 

don't bend to the will of the gas  19 

companies.  So citizens are being  20 

threatened, towns are being bribed,  21 

including mine, by these same companies,  22 

Cabot Williams.  This is corporate tyranny.  23 

I ask you, please do not facilitate it,  24 

please do not participate in it.  Thank  25 
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you.  1 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Lynn Fischer, Lynn  2 

Fischer.  Carl Seeley, Richard Ogglesbee.  3 

Jamie Cunningham.  Jeane Britchard.  Ed  4 

Zidnight.  Jennifer Stenson.  Wayne  5 

Stenson.  Keith Shoe.  6 

       KEITH SHOE:  Good evening, my name is  7 

Keith Shoe.  I live in the Town of Cherry  8 

Valley in Otsego County.  The comments I've  9 

submitted in writing relate to the  10 

cumulative adverse impacts which FERC must  11 

consider, resulting not only from the  12 

pipeline, but also from reasonably  13 

foreseeable outcomes.  14 

       The Constitution Pipeline has been  15 

proposed to transport gas by fracking of  16 

shale in Pennsylvania.  As it enters the  17 

State of New York, the pipeline passes  18 

first into Broome County and then into  19 

Chenango County, which both contain shale  20 

gas reserves comparable to Pennsylvania.  21 

These are two out of the five counties  22 

which have been proposed for fracking first  23 

in New York State, if it is permitted.  24 

This is a so-called sacrifice zone area.  25 
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It is therefore reasonable to foresee that  1 

fracking will likely occur around the  2 

pipeline and through the Chenango Counties,  3 

as it has in Pennsylvania, if the pipeline  4 

is built.  Therefore, those impacts must be  5 

evaluated as part of your review.  6 

       Proceeding further north into  7 

Delaware, Otsego and Schoharie Counties,  8 

the composition of shale gas reserves are  9 

somewhat different.  Nonetheless, we know  10 

that the proposed line that corresponds to  11 

land north of the New York City Watershed  12 

with access to both the Marcellus and Utica  13 

formations.  In particular, the path also  14 

corresponds roughly to a "sweet spot" in  15 

the Utica formation according to the U.S.  16 

Geological Survey.  Therefore, the  17 

potential impacts of fracking should be  18 

considered in these counties too.  19 

       The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  20 

has even said in their comments that the  21 

impacts of fracking in the surrounding area  22 

must be evaluated.  So has Otsego 2000, a  23 

longstanding observation committed to  24 

protecting the environment, the rural  25 
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heritage and history of this region.  I  1 

stand by not only the people here but also  2 

by the data of the U.S. Geological Survey  3 

and the official comments of the U.S. Fish  4 

and Wildlife Service and the official  5 

comments of Otsego 2000 in maintaining that  6 

the impacts of fracking cannot be ignored  7 

when you review this pipeline proposal.  8 

       A comprehensive build out analysis of  9 

hydrofracking infrastructure should be  10 

performed as part of your assessment and  11 

I'll point out that the Nature Conservatory  12 

has asked -- they've performed a  13 

comprehensive type of build out analysis of  14 

one county, Tioga County, and this is the  15 

type of thing that I would encourage you  16 

all to look at and to do for this project,  17 

looking at what those potential impacts for  18 

infrastructure, compressor stations,  19 

gathering lines and so forth that could  20 

come with this pipeline.  21 

       With respect to the applicant's claim  22 

that the capacity is already reserved, we  23 

know that capacity can be created by  24 

increasing compression or flow rate.  25 
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Furthermore, once a new corridor is  1 

approved, it's very easy to add additional  2 

lines within the same easement to support  3 

future fracking, so we know this is a  4 

possibility.  It is import to recognize  5 

that you are considering approval of not  6 

only a pipeline but of an easement  7 

corridor.  So therefore, the future  8 

foreseeable uses of that corridor must be  9 

considered too.  10 

       And finally, I'd like to say  11 

something about economics.  Yes, there may  12 

be an economic benefit to the Constitution  13 

Pipeline, but those are not lasting  14 

benefits that will be seen by the local  15 

community.  They are instead benefits that  16 

will be seen by the executives of  17 

multinational corporations who are skilled  18 

at putting together Ponsi schemes and by  19 

investor bankers who have insider knowledge  20 

of the boom and bust cycles which they help  21 

to orchestrate, so that they can profit on  22 

the way up and on the way down, by selling  23 

their own clients short.  24 

       As we speak, the gas industry is  25 
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rapidly seeking federal permits for  1 

liquefied natural gas and export facilities  2 

so they can move their product off shore.  3 

And when that happens, our domestic gas cut  4 

will be gone and price will rise once  5 

again.  This is simple economics 101.  6 

Therefore, the notion that has been said  7 

that cheap gas will keep our children warm  8 

and lift us out of poverty, that is simply  9 

not true.  10 

       What we are really seeing emerge here  11 

is a pattern of behavior that has repeated  12 

itself time and time again from the  13 

mountaintop removals in Appalachian to the  14 

diamond mines of Africa, where industry  15 

comes in, depletes the resources of the new  16 

area.  The water is polluted, environment  17 

is ruined, and people get sick, all for the  18 

purpose of growing an economy somewhere  19 

else.  This pipeline is part of that push.  20 

It is not about a significant public need  21 

in Upstate New York or even in this  22 

country.  Therefore, it is totally  23 

inappropriate to force anyone to  24 

participate in such an enterprise against  25 
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their will.  In order to use eminent domain  1 

to take private property, a bonafied public  2 

need must be established and that simply  3 

hasn't been done here.  4 

       Lastly, I'll say that if this  5 

pipeline is truly about transporting gas,  6 

then it should be built within already  7 

existing pipeline corridors, instead of  8 

carving new corridors through this new area  9 

which could be exploited for gas  10 

development.  Thank you.  11 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Marian Karl.  12 

       MS. KARL:  I want to thank you for  13 

taking our comments even in this late hour.  14 

My name is Marian Karl.  I am a landowner  15 

in Middlefield, which is not at all close  16 

to the path of the pipeline.  But many of  17 

us feel that whatever happens anyplace in  18 

Otsego County is going to affect all of us.  19 

So I would like to make four different  20 

points.  21 

       At a scoping session held in  22 

Oneonta's Holiday Inn a month ago, a  23 

representative of Williams Company stated,  24 

"there is no connection between this  25 
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pipeline and the development of the  1 

fracking industry in this area."  I believe  2 

this statement was repeated earlier in this  3 

hour or in this session.  But a memo sent  4 

to investors seems to say the opposite and  5 

I quote here, "we're putting together an  6 

infrastructure that makes drilling in the  7 

Marcellus even more desirable."  So I think  8 

it's very naive to say that there is no  9 

connection between the pipeline and  10 

fracking.  11 

       Two, some individuals believe that  12 

Otsego County will not be a place where gas  13 

drilling will be profitable.  That may  14 

indeed be true for the short term.  15 

However, the proposed path of the pipeline  16 

is right through the Marcellus Shale region  17 

of Otsego County.  Logic says that an  18 

already constructed infrastructure would  19 

invite the exportation of reserves  20 

geographically close to the pipeline as the  21 

more accessible and profitable reserves are  22 

depleted.  23 

       And most important to consider,  24 

additional lines can easily be installed  25 

26 



 
 

  217 

with the same easement without further  1 

approval to provide plenty of new capacity  2 

for gas and fracking, if it ever should be  3 

permitted.  4 

       Three, I oppose this pipeline  5 

construction and related gas drilling  6 

because it has the potential to transform a  7 

rural and scenic Upstate New York into an  8 

industrial landscape, ruining the land for  9 

agriculture, especially organically grown  10 

produce, forest products and tourism, which  11 

have been the backbone of our economy for  12 

some time.  This pipeline may well serve as  13 

a primary trunk for an industry network of  14 

gathering lines and compressor stations  15 

with a cumulative effect on the  16 

environment, air, earth and water, as well  17 

as the health and safety of individuals and  18 

communities.  All of this must be a part of  19 

your assessment process.  20 

       Many people have stated that they do  21 

not believe that this pipeline is  22 

necessary.  In the long view, it is going  23 

to be much easier for our children and  24 

grandchildren to decide to allow the  25 
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construction of a pipeline later if it is  1 

absolutely necessary than it will be for  2 

them to try to recover the land you are  3 

asking us to surrender for the development  4 

of a pipeline.  I'm asking with all respect  5 

that plans for building the Constitution  6 

Pipeline are not approved by FERC.  Thank  7 

you.  8 

       MR. MOONEYHAN:  Sheila Cole.  Karen  9 

Backus.  Lisa Marr.  10 

       MR. BOWMAN:  If you haven't spoke  11 

yet, why don't you just come down to the  12 

front row.  Why don't we just go right to  13 

left.  14 

       MR. CROSSMAN:  Nathaniel Crossman.  15 

Most of the material I wanted to cover has  16 

been covered quite well.  Something -- I  17 

appreciate the extension in time that  18 

you've given us and I hate to appear to be  19 

looking at a gift horse in the mouth.  But  20 

a gentleman earlier spoke and mentioned  21 

that neighbors had come to let him know so  22 

he got to see the maps outside for the very  23 

first time, minutes before entering this  24 

room.  He's not alone.  25 
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       My neighbor is on the South Side  1 

Drive, just less than a quarter of a mile  2 

from here which is a very nice residential  3 

neighborhood, fairly well populated, and  4 

nobody knew that their houses were within a  5 

few hundred feet of the proposed pipeline  6 

because they're not considered impacted  7 

landowners.  Because the pipeline does not  8 

go through their land, it goes through the  9 

land across the street, and no one was  10 

notified.  I don't have a very well  11 

prepared statement largely because I spent  12 

the last two weeks trying to notify them  13 

for you or for whoever should be  14 

responsible to do that.  15 

       Right here in this city, if I want to  16 

put an additional parking spot on my  17 

property, all of my neighbors have to be  18 

notified.  I have to come before a board  19 

and show that this is not going to be  20 

damaging in any way to anyone and everyone  21 

is notified and rightly so.  But in this  22 

case, a 30 inch high-pressured pipeline can  23 

run across the street from 100 homes and  24 

not one of them has been notified and it  25 
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becomes the responsibility of the few who  1 

happen to find out.  I found out by  2 

accident.  3 

       Two weeks is not enough time and  4 

certainly a few minutes is no time.  How do  5 

you know -- if you're depending on the  6 

citizens to supply information that's  7 

needed for an environmental review, what  8 

quality of information are you getting from  9 

somebody who hasn't had a chance, didn't  10 

even know where the line was going because  11 

somebody from the gas line, from the gas  12 

company misinformed them?  13 

       This whole thing, the whole thing is  14 

a bad idea from the get go.  What's the  15 

environmental impact of pulling millions of  16 

gallons of water out of our rivers and  17 

lakes?  How does that affect the lifeforms  18 

that live at that level of the first couple  19 

of inches?  There are plants that live in  20 

that zone only.  There are animals that  21 

live in those areas only.  How does that  22 

affect them?  What is the environmental  23 

impact, this is an insane question, what is  24 

the environmental impact of pulling  25 
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millions of gallons of perfectly good water  1 

out of the rivers and streams, rivers and  2 

lakes and streams, and contaminating them?  3 

       Just from the very start, it's a bad  4 

idea.  So we take the water, we take  5 

perfectly good water and we contaminate  6 

that and then we use that to contaminate  7 

the earth, which is then -- which then  8 

develops into contamination of the air.  9 

Because contrary to what a couple of people  10 

said, it's not safe and isn't clean.  And  11 

if you're not aware, and I know everyone in  12 

this room is aware of Anthony Ingraphia's  13 

work and his associates at Cornell  14 

University.  And if you're not looking at  15 

that, it will provide you with very  16 

significant information.  They have --  17 

       MR. BOWMAN:  Can you wrap it up?  30  18 

seconds.  19 

       MR. CROSSMAN:  Yes.  They have  20 

determined, and this is amazing for me to  21 

think, but this is reported that -- and  22 

there's a quote that downstream emissions,  23 

pipelines, equal or exceed the upstream  24 

emissions in production and storage,  25 

26 



 
 

  222 

suggesting that natural gas is a very poor  1 

choice, a poor energy choice from the  2 

standpoint of global warming and on and on.  3 

But the fact is, according to scientists at  4 

Cornell, the gas lines, the pipelines, leak  5 

as much or more methane than the actual  6 

wells which are horrific if you look at the  7 

studies so that's it for me.  Have a good  8 

night.  9 

       MS. HARRIS:  Hello, my name is Rachel  10 

Harrison-Smith, I'm a student at Hartwick  11 

College, as are my peers with me.  We're  12 

also residents of the Pine Lake  13 

Environmental Campus, which I don't know if  14 

you know what that is.  We live there, we  15 

still attend the college, it's college  16 

property.  And it is not far at all from  17 

where the pipeline would be going or where  18 

it could be going is just down the road  19 

from us and I personally disagree with it  20 

being put in.  21 

       I don't think it's necessary.  If  22 

we're saying that we need this gas, I don't  23 

think we really need it.  Some people  24 

brought up tonight that it would save jobs  25 
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for people, it would lower bills.  Well,  1 

there are other ways to do that, renewable  2 

resources that we could be looking into and  3 

putting our investments and our time into  4 

instead of sitting here and fighting  5 

against having something that really isn't  6 

going to benefit us in the long run.  We're  7 

still going to run out of this oil and then  8 

what are we going to have this pipe sitting  9 

around for?  10 

       It's going to be harmful, it's going  11 

to cost money to build, to maintain.  It's  12 

going to destroy things.  Instead of  13 

fighting nature to access the fuel that we  14 

want to use, we should be using the stuff  15 

we already have.  You can walk outside and  16 

you have wind, water, you have the sun.  17 

You don't need to dig up the earth to put  18 

in a pipe to transfer gas when you have  19 

these resources at your fingertips.  20 

       MR. BOWMAN:  Names, please.  21 

       MS. HARRIS:  I'm Rachel  22 

Harrison-Smith.  23 

       MR. HOLDEN:  I'm Max Holden.  24 

       MS. LISBORG:  Emily Lisborg.  25 
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       MR. HOLDEN:  And we're all students  1 

at Hartwick and all habitat the Pine Lake  2 

Environmental Campus.  I would like to  3 

bring up that Alternate M Route runs  4 

through the state park, a few thousand feet  5 

from where the students are housed and just  6 

a few hundred feet from where our wells  7 

are.  It's also right in the middle of an  8 

amphibian migratory path and that would  9 

certainly disrupt them.  It's not ideal  10 

land, it's steep hills, rocky, and it  11 

floods a lot.  I've personally seen the  12 

road underwater, which the pipeline would  13 

go under the road so.  14 

       We realize you may be getting  15 

pressure from all the sides and it may be  16 

difficult to remove the plans at this point  17 

but please do so.  This pipeline models  18 

short-sided greed behavior for my  19 

generation that will be stricken with  20 

environmental and energy crises.  This is  21 

deprivation of my education when the  22 

pipeline goes in and it is deprivation of  23 

my future, thanks.  24 

       MS. LISBORG:  Just a little bit more  25 
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about where exactly the pipeline will be  1 

going.  It's going through Riddell State  2 

Park on the upper tract.  As a previous  3 

speaker stated, this forest is undisturbed  4 

and it has been undisturbed for nearly 120  5 

years.  It is pristine forest.  It contains  6 

Sphagnum, which the rarest salamander in  7 

North America, it's a four-toed salamander,  8 

and they live only in Sphagnum bogs.  9 

They're extremely rare habitats and they're  10 

contained in Riddell State Park and have  11 

been isolated for an extremely long time.  12 

       And putting this pipeline in would  13 

disrupt the integrity of their habitat,  14 

unquestionably.  15 

       We also pair of bald eagles, not sure  16 

if you're aware of that, they live on our  17 

island.  The pipeline, the Alternate Route  18 

M, if it would go through Pine Lake, if it  19 

would go through Riddell State Park, the  20 

blasting the 600 feet that have been  21 

allowed with implementation of this  22 

pipeline, we're not even allowed to take  23 

boats out when the eagles are at the lake.  24 

I can't even imagine what blasting would  25 
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do.  It would really, really disrupt them.  1 

       It's an environmental campus.  2 

Putting in a pipeline, it would deter  3 

students from coming to live at the lake.  4 

It would deter potential students who are  5 

coming with the motivation of living in an  6 

environmental campus.  This goes against  7 

the purpose of Pine Lake.  We're a  8 

sustainable campus, we try to be in any way  9 

that we can.  And having a pipeline in an  10 

environmental campus does not make sense so  11 

that's it.  12 

       MR. HAGENBUCH:  My name is Brian  13 

Hagenbuch, I'm an Oneonta citizen and I am  14 

opposed to the pipeline and I think I'm  15 

going to clarify some earlier points and  16 

I've got some new information for you  17 

tonight.  I have my PHD in environmental  18 

studies, I'm trained as a conversation  19 

biologist and I focus my research on  20 

disturbances in forest ecosystems, both  21 

humane and natural disturbances.  I'm  22 

employed by Hartwick College, although the  23 

comments I make tonight are my own.  24 

       I'm the director of the Pine Lake  25 
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Environmental Campus and I am really proud  1 

of my students who are there.  Pine Lake is  2 

125 acres, it is located around Davenport  3 

in Delaware County.  Tonight many of the  4 

people in this audience have lived at Pine  5 

Lake.  Many of the local community members  6 

learned to swim or fish at Pine Lake.  It  7 

is a major recreation area for citizens of  8 

this area.  9 

       In 2008, Hartwick College sold 840  10 

acres of our upper tract to the state as an  11 

addition to Robert V. Riddell State Park.  12 

The upper tract is collaboratively managed  13 

between state parks and Hartwick College  14 

and the upper tract is managed according to  15 

the Pine Lake land use policy.  The land  16 

use policy says that the upper tract is  17 

managed as an ecological reserve for  18 

research, nature study and recreation.  19 

Motor vehicles are prohibited.  This  20 

project will violate our land use policy.  21 

       It's my responsibility to uphold our  22 

land use policy.  It's interesting that the  23 

Route M is going to go through three  24 

different states parks, including Riddell,  25 
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and I thought that state parks were owned  1 

and operated by the public, for the public  2 

good, and not as a sacrifice for a public  3 

gain.  4 

       As my students said, the pipelines  5 

are going to come within a few hundred  6 

yards of our western border, which is a  7 

Buttonbush swamp, it's got an active bald  8 

eagle's nest.  The pipeline will also cross  9 

the upper tract and cross Riddell State  10 

Park in three locations.  It will bisect  11 

our upper tract about a quarter mile from  12 

where our student residences are.  I've got  13 

40 students and staff that live at Pine  14 

Lake, I've got 3 to 4,000 visitors per year  15 

who come out and fish, swim, visit and  16 

relax.  17 

       Their health and their safety is my  18 

job, it is my responsibility.  My job is  19 

also to offer Pine Lake as an educational  20 

resource for our students, faculty staff  21 

and the people in the community.  We are a  22 

living and learning laboratory for  23 

sustainability.  For more than 40 years,  24 

our faculty and staff have been studying  25 
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the upper tract forest ecosystem.  We have  1 

established several permanent undisturbed  2 

research plots where we are studying how  3 

forests change over time.  We're looking at  4 

the impact of climate change, atmospheric  5 

deposition, invasive species in these  6 

ecosystems.  7 

       The negative impacts of the pipeline  8 

on Riddell State Park and Hartwick College  9 

students are enormous.  The upper tract is  10 

part of a contiguous forests that's one of  11 

the largest undisturbed forests, largest  12 

roadless forests outside of the Catskills  13 

and the Adirondacks, between Route 58 and  14 

Webb Hill Road, it's about 7 miles and it  15 

is roadless.  It goes on the north and  16 

south slopes of the hill.  If you are going  17 

to put this pipeline through the area, it's  18 

going to cut about 10,000 acres of roadless  19 

core habitat in half.  That means  20 

fragmentation.  21 

       Our studies this summer revealed that  22 

our upper tract is now classified as an  23 

invasive free forest.  There's no invasive  24 

species there because we've had no  25 
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disturbances.  Yet if you open it up to a  1 

pipeline, invasive species like barberry  2 

will bring in ticks, it will bring in lime  3 

disease.  Cow birds, which will displace  4 

native bird species.  Motor vehicles will  5 

have access to it so we are fundamentally  6 

altering one of the largest forest systems  7 

in New York State outside of the Catskills  8 

and the Adirondacks.  9 

       My colleagues have talked about  10 

destroying the salamander population.  11 

Hartwick College is known for it's research  12 

on Salamander and frog.  We did some of the  13 

breaking research on frog deformities and  14 

we're using the salamanders now to look at  15 

regenerative tissues of hearts and the  16 

lungs of Salamanders.  Where do we get  17 

them?  We get them at Pine Lake when they  18 

migrate across the road in the spring.  19 

       About 30 percent of our bio  20 

department's student's theses are linked to  21 

Pine Lake research so this will impact our  22 

ability to train the next generation of  23 

students, researchers, planners and  24 

ecologically literate students.  25 
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       It will end research on at least one  1 

of our permanent research plots.  I looked  2 

at the map, it goes right through our deep  3 

woods research plots we've been studying  4 

for over 20 years.  The blasting will  5 

threaten the structural stability of our  6 

earthen straw bale house and cob house  7 

which were designed and built by Hartwick  8 

students and are now residences.  And in  9 

fact, Emily lives in a cob house.  10 

       It will threaten archeological digs  11 

where we have specimens dated back over  12 

5,000 years and cultural artifacts on the  13 

upper tract.  About 25 percent of students  14 

at Hartwick College surveyed by admission  15 

say that access to Pine Lake as the reason  16 

they chose our small college.  That's a  17 

quarter of our population in a college of  18 

1,500.  We can't take that economic blow.  19 

The economic impact of intact forest, if  20 

you look at ecological economists, the  21 

ecological services provide a much greater  22 

public good, a financial good than what the  23 

financial benefits would be to the  24 

stockowners.  This is through carbon  25 
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sequestration, reducing erosion, ecological  1 

services, biodiversity, et cetera.  2 

       MR. BOWMAN:  Less than a minute, if  3 

you could.  4 

       MR. HAGENBOCH:  My job is to protect  5 

the health and safety of Pine Lake students  6 

and our visitors.  It's also to provide  7 

them with opportunities to study and  8 

develop their professional careers and  9 

unlock the secrets of the natural world.  10 

This pipeline is a direct threat to those  11 

students, our facility, our institution,  12 

and our community members and me.  So  13 

tonight I rise with my friends and oppose  14 

this project at all costs.  15 

       MS. CROW:  My name is Debbie Krol,  16 

I'm from the Town of Fulton, Schoharie  17 

County.  I'll cut this in half to make it  18 

short for everybody else.  This pipeline  19 

does not run anywhere near my property but  20 

I pledge to resist this pipeline because I  21 

see what it means for the future of New  22 

York State.  With this important decision  23 

before you, I request that you have one  24 

more FERC open house in Delaware County.  25 
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Approximately 45 miles of this proposed  1 

pipeline runs through Delaware County.  2 

This is almost one-third the total length  3 

of the pipeline.  It is unconscionable that  4 

the people of Delaware County need to drive  5 

so far to have their voices heard.  6 

       The Constitution Pipeline, this FERC  7 

open house, exposes the need for people to  8 

reclaim their backyards and our energy  9 

future.  Let me end, in the words of Hermon  10 

Sheer, the German Parliamentarian widely  11 

recognized for his nation's solar success,  12 

the rules favoring conventional energy and  13 

blocking decentralized renewable energy  14 

need to be exposed and dismantled.  Through  15 

many twists and turns, my ultimate vision  16 

is of a Grassroots movement for energy  17 

democracy that unites anti-fracking,  18 

community rights, clean energy and climate  19 

change citizen activists.  Such a movement  20 

will necessarily include millions of  21 

ordinary citizens who just want affordable  22 

energy that doesn't destroy anyone's  23 

backyard, schoolyard, park or the planet.  24 

Thank you.  25 
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       MR. FLEISHER:  My name is P.J.  1 

Fleisher, F-L-E-I-S-H-E-R.  I'm a geologist  2 

with over four decades of experience doing  3 

field work in this part of New York State.  4 

I attended a hearing not unlike this about  5 

15 months ago at which representatives of  6 

the fracking industry were present to  7 

discuss the safety of the operation and how  8 

confident they were that all of this could  9 

be done without any negative impact on the  10 

environment.  11 

       During the question and answer  12 

period, I had the opportunity to ask a  13 

representative a question that came first  14 

in the form of a piece of information.  In  15 

the early '80's when New York State decided  16 

that it was environmentally unsafe for  17 

every individual township in the state to  18 

have it's land own their own landfill, that  19 

there would have to be centrally located  20 

landfills.  And in order to guarantee that  21 

those centrally located landfills didn't  22 

contaminate the local groundwater, they  23 

would put test wells around and the water  24 

would be tested before the landfill went  25 
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into operation and then periodically during  1 

the operation to determination if there was  2 

any impact.  3 

       I asked the representative of the  4 

fracking industry why they don't do that  5 

around fracking wells.  His answer was it's  6 

too costly.  This is indeed a profit margin  7 

industry.  They'll do anything it takes to  8 

make the money, as demonstrated in that  9 

example I just gave you.  The question was  10 

asked a little while ago, what's going to  11 

happen when we draw all of the water to  12 

produce -- in the fracking procedure to  13 

allow the fracking to go on?  What will the  14 

outcome of that be?  Well, from a geologic  15 

perspective, I think the answer is obvious  16 

and I would hope that in your impact  17 

statement you would insist that this point  18 

be addressed.  And when you take tens of  19 

thousands of gallons of water out of a  20 

stream, the result of that is that the  21 

groundwater in the adjacent area subsides  22 

and what happens then is the people that  23 

have wells in that area have the potential  24 

to lose the productivity from that well  25 
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because the water table drops below the  1 

level of their well.  2 

       There are a lot of geologic aspects  3 

that should be brought up in consideration  4 

of all of this and I'll just mention a  5 

couple of them.  The research that I've  6 

done in this area has to do primary with  7 

glacial geology.  That tells us that -- the  8 

glacial geology tells us that every valley  9 

here, all of the major river valleys and  10 

their major tributaries, are underlain by  11 

primary and principal aquifers.  Those  12 

terms are used by the DEC to indicate that  13 

those aquifers either currently or have the  14 

potential to be a water source for a  15 

municipality.  Any contamination of the  16 

recharged areas for those aquifers would  17 

not only affect the groundwater now but at  18 

the rate of which groundwater moves, it  19 

would affect the quality of the water for  20 

not only decades into the future but  21 

potentially literally centuries into the  22 

future.  23 

       Those people who are not -- who don't  24 

depend on water from the primary and  25 
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principle aquifers do so of the uplands.  1 

The aquifers there are completely  2 

different.  Those are bed rock aquifers,  3 

those are individual seams of saturated  4 

rock that is penetrated by a well to  5 

provide a domestic use, need.  Well,  6 

neighbors a quarter a mile apart can have  7 

completely different geologic settings and  8 

their aquifers can be different depths.  9 

       My point is we contaminate the major  10 

aquifers within the valley floor, that's  11 

bad enough.  But the water movement that  12 

exists in the slopes above takes advantage  13 

of natural fracture systems to recharge all  14 

of those individual aquifers that I just  15 

mentioned.  And those fracture symptoms  16 

convey water not only to produce  17 

groundwater but convey water from a  18 

distance away.  In other words, any  19 

contamination literally miles away can find  20 

itself to a well in an upland aquifer and  21 

it would be almost impossible to prove that  22 

the source of contamination was miles away,  23 

unless there was a test done of every well  24 

before the potential for contamination  25 
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occurred so that you knew what the source  1 

of it was when it did occur.  It's the  2 

analogy back to the landfill situation.  3 

       So it's incumbent upon any operation  4 

that intends to impact this much area to  5 

test the water in all of those wells to  6 

demonstrate what the water quality is prior  7 

to development.  The runoff that takes  8 

place, as a result of disturbing the  9 

forest, this is all well documented, this  10 

is geology 101.  You remove the forest and  11 

you increase runoff.  You increase runoff  12 

and you increase flood frequency.  You  13 

heard tonight from many people talking  14 

about the problems related to flood  15 

frequency that they've seen on their own  16 

property from runoff of the natural slopes  17 

as they currently exist.  All of that would  18 

be exacerbated by removal of the forest for  19 

any purpose, including just leaving it open  20 

fields.  You heard about earthquake  21 

potential --  22 

       MR. BOWMAN:  We only have about 5  23 

minutes to get to the next people before we  24 

get kicked out.  25 
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       MR. FLEISHER:  Why don't I just end  1 

there.  Thank you for your efforts and I  2 

hope that you do do due diligence to your  3 

heavy, heavy responsibilities.  Thank you.  4 

       MS. LUVINDOWSKI:  Kenna Luvindowski.  5 

I have a master's degree from Penn State in  6 

eco chemistry.  My husband has an ABD in  7 

geology.  He worked on western oil and gas  8 

fields, Colorado, Wyoming, Texas in the  9 

south, North Mexico.  He worked all over  10 

and he tells me that it really doesn't have  11 

to be this way when you frack.  12 

       Some of the technology was developed  13 

back in the early '90's in Morgantown, West  14 

Virginia at the U.S. Department of Energy.  15 

And before that he said when they fracked  16 

wells, that they used mostly maybe some  17 

soapy water.  They did not have over 300  18 

chemicals, which if you read, it's online,  19 

Senator Waxman's report on the components  20 

added to water for hydrofracking, there are  21 

over 300 of them and they add things like  22 

tar you mean toluene, xylene, benzene,  23 

which were outlawed at Love Canal, Hooker  24 

Chemical had put that stuff in the ground.  25 
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So it really doesn't have to be done that  1 

way.  2 

       The reason why it's done that way is  3 

to flush things out quickly and it all has  4 

to do with profit margins but it really  5 

doesn't have to be that way.  I think you  6 

people have shown a great deal of patience  7 

with us tonight and I know you will  8 

consider a lot of the things that you heard  9 

here tonight.  10 

       So I have a lot of experience with  11 

water so I guess my concern is with the  12 

water.  I was fortunate enough to be toured  13 

through a fracking operation in  14 

Pennsylvania about 15 miles north of  15 

Williamsport and they had maybe 10 wells on  16 

top of this mountain.  The technology was  17 

mind boggling.  It was truly, truly  18 

impressive and they were trying their  19 

damnedest to do everything right.  But it's  20 

almost as if the technology has surpassed  21 

human understanding.  22 

       The engineer who toured us over the  23 

area told us that they did have things like  24 

Radon to deal with, they had heavy metals  25 
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to deal with and they were using the water  1 

over and over again.  It was being using  2 

repeatedly.  So that was their way of  3 

dealing with the quantities of water  4 

required.  It was amazing to me that they  5 

were drilling like over 10,000 feet deep,  6 

just the scope of the operations are just  7 

amazing to me.  And as far as the heavy  8 

metals were concerned, he said what they  9 

did was they heated the water afterward  10 

that contained the heavy metals and that  11 

the residues would drop off these screens  12 

but that ultimately these residues went  13 

into landfills.  So this again can get into  14 

the groundwater and the geologists here  15 

tonight have told you about their concerns  16 

about what happens with the groundwater.  17 

       And all I can say is Cuomo better be  18 

looking for another source of drinking  19 

water for about 15 million people if he  20 

allows all these things to happen in New  21 

York State.  My only experience with a  22 

pipeline was I was living in West Virginia,  23 

a pipeline blew one night a few miles from  24 

where I lived.  I had never seen anything  25 
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like it.  I called my husband in D.C. and I  1 

called my sister in Salt Lake City, Utah to  2 

ask them if we were having a nuclear attack  3 

because there were repeated explosions and  4 

it melted the road, it even melted the  5 

road.  So I know the industry has huge,  6 

huge obstacles to deal with and I hope that  7 

you will really exercise your consciences  8 

when you make these decisions.  Thank you  9 

very much.  And I hope you do a hearing in  10 

Delaware County, you know, we would like to  11 

have that.  12 

       MR. ALISHAUSKAS:  Hi, I'm John  13 

Alishauskas, that's A-L-I-S-H-A-U-S-K-A-S.  14 

Farmer right now, truck driver, I have an  15 

engineering degree.  I have a waste  16 

treatment degree in Class 4A, which is the  17 

highest you can go in New York State.  I  18 

haven't maintained that to the effect that  19 

you've got to maintain a certain amount of  20 

education.  21 

       And what I found out is the education  22 

level, what they want is of a stamped  23 

regimented education to where there's a lot  24 

of truths that you can't practice.  An  25 
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example, pyramid power, the Russians built  1 

50 new pyramids in the last few years  2 

because they do so many wonderful things  3 

like neutralize radioactive water,  4 

neutralize saltwater, neutralize heavy  5 

metal water.  They make a well 30 percent  6 

more productive, they make extinct plants  7 

start to grow.  This intense the pesiatric  8 

electric which is the electric of human  9 

beings.  That one pyramid that they built,  10 

it would take all of Russia's power plants  11 

running it full board to the equivalent of  12 

that power of one pyramid, which is a shape  13 

putting in a proper position.  14 

       Just getting to that, if you go back  15 

to the information of Michael Faraday, the  16 

father of electric back in 1820's, he said  17 

we'd be at fivefold the sun spot activity  18 

which would create high energy high  19 

carbonization of the atmosphere.  And it  20 

did things like you could predict an  21 

earthquake because the electrolysis that  22 

was in the ground, which again, as you burn  23 

natural gas, creates an electrical charge  24 

in the ground.  This pipeline, we  25 
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recognize, has a charge to it.  It has a  1 

mechanism that we need to address because  2 

as they can measure this, they can predict  3 

an earthquake an hour in advance.  As the  4 

pyramid also would neutralize earthquakes  5 

because it brings a harmonization of  6 

balance to the area, it sharpens razor  7 

blades and it lets the area balance itself.  8 

And again, balance itself in the  9 

electrolysis so it makes people healthy.  10 

       Those are some things you might want  11 

to take a look at.  There's information  12 

like drilling, when we drill, if you hammer  13 

a well, a 6 inch well, the well drillers  14 

will tell you it will frack out a 150 feet  15 

radius.  If you drill it with an air drill,  16 

it fracks out 60 feet radius.  If you drill  17 

it with nuclear mechanism, it melts the  18 

dirt, pushes the dirt into the product of  19 

the perimeter, seals it so there is no  20 

cracks or fracks and makes a water tight  21 

seal.  22 

       Now, they actually have a trained  23 

system that will drill underground the size  24 

of a train so that you can make a tunnel 7  25 
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miles through solid stone in the day.  And  1 

to me, it's like we're ignorant to this  2 

information.  It's like knowledge to us  3 

people that are in there, say they're fine,  4 

they're not radioactive.  If we can put  5 

this tunnel underground to go under the  6 

hills and everything else alleviate being  7 

on the surface where everybody is and  8 

impacting their properties and maybe having  9 

the ground as a source of explosion  10 

containment.  That might be something you  11 

want to look at, maybe not the whole  12 

project, but portions of the project.  13 

       They've got information like that  14 

that's out there that you could possibly  15 

look at.  Again, the idea of radiation, we  16 

talked about Marcellus Shale, the danger,  17 

danger, danger.  I just heard tonight three  18 

and a half days that the radioactivity of  19 

natural gas is cut in half where before we  20 

were talking 4 and a half billion years of  21 

half life, and yet we have, again,  22 

Marcellus Shale, danger, danger, danger.  23 

       30 years ago we built Route 20 in  24 

which in Cherry Valley we cut out a 20 mile  25 
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section 30, 50 feet high of Marcellus Shale  1 

where it comes to the surface of the  2 

ground.  We actually built a tourist center  3 

right on top of it where you go stand on  4 

it, farmers grow crops right beside it, and  5 

we don't have a growing valley.  6 

       But we also have the other side of  7 

the coin of the PETKA effect, Dr. Petka  8 

said in 1955 that because of the higher  9 

radiation in the northern hemisphere, it is  10 

negatively affecting our trees.  And since  11 

I've grown up, I'm 56 years old, we used to  12 

cut trees down 3, 4, 5 foot in diameter  13 

down to 2 foot diameter and that was the  14 

efficiency range and then we've seen a  15 

change.  Now instead of 2 foot, we cut it  16 

down to 12 inches sometimes because they  17 

are dying.  Is that because of Dr. Petka's  18 

effect?  Is that because of air pollution?  19 

I don't have a full answer for you.  Is  20 

that because of Michael Faraday, the father  21 

of electric?  He said there was a green ray  22 

that would be hitting us right now that  23 

would create us to have more wars and more  24 

suicides.  25 
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       There's lots of information out there  1 

that we're ignorant of that we can't talk  2 

about that I've brought out.  Example, code  3 

95 is the law to keep us from having clean  4 

free energy.  There's only 5,000 patents we  5 

can't use.  The U.S. Title Law 50 --  6 

       MR. BOWMAN:  You're at 5 minutes.  I  7 

think we've got one more person.  8 

       MR. ALISHAUSKAS:  I appreciate it.  9 

Thank you very much.  10 

       MR. HUSTON:  I'm going to be very,  11 

very brief.  I'm trying to find Stephen  12 

Colhace has a -- he's filed under some  13 

different FERC dockets not on this one and  14 

he has a theory that -- this is a scoping  15 

comment.  He has a theory that mechanical  16 

vibrations that might be caused by -- it's  17 

unknown what the source of these  18 

vibrations, it might be the compressor  19 

stations, that's his theory.  It could be  20 

cavitation, it could be fluid hammer.  It  21 

could be someone mentioned piezoelectric.  22 

There's a lot of different possibilities  23 

that's causing vibrations in these  24 

pipelines.  25 
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       Steven Colhase is a mechanical  1 

engineer and he has a theory that these  2 

mechanical vibrations and inherent resonant  3 

tanks that exist in these pipelines.  If  4 

you think of a pipeline, it might be  5 

modeled like a big piano string.  That  6 

these resonances build up and actually are  7 

a cause of well failures over time and  8 

eventually catastrophic failures.  So I  9 

would ask you as part of your scoping  10 

things to look at is look at the effect of  11 

these mechanical vibrations on pipeline  12 

integrity over the long term.  According  13 

taking to the Colhase effect, every one of  14 

these pipelines might be subject to random  15 

catastrophic failures overtime.  16 

       The next thing is I just wanted to  17 

concur -- this isn't -- I just looked up, I  18 

don't recall whether it was FERC or DOE but  19 

I just looked up today the number of  20 

proposed applications for Ellen G export  21 

terminals.  The number is actually right  22 

now 21.  There's one that's being approved  23 

and there's 20 other export terminals.  So  24 

the phrase local gas for local people or  25 
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bringing -- anyway, that's all kind of like  1 

-- I think it's rubbish.  2 

       The last thing I want to say is this.  3 

FERC issues permits, right, FERC issues  4 

permits.  So my question to you is do you  5 

have enforcement authority?  I would think  6 

that you do.  Because otherwise, your  7 

permits wouldn't be worth anything.  If you  8 

have enforcement authority, I've brought  9 

for you today, I've been walking around  10 

with it.  This is William Central Station.  11 

If you look at the maps, it lines up  12 

perfectly with the beginning of the  13 

Constitution Pipeline.  When we asked these  14 

people if this was the start of the  15 

Constitution, sometimes they said yes,  16 

sometimes they were honest.  It's like  17 

watching a tennis game, back, forth, yes,  18 

no, yes, no, they answer randomly.  19 

       But it's pretty clear to say that the  20 

application that they submitted to you,  21 

pre-file PF12-9, is a defective application  22 

because there was no initial compressor.  23 

This is the initial compressor.  Does this  24 

look like it's in pre-file?  It looks to me  25 
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like they pretty much built it out already  1 

despite the fact that FERC has not yet  2 

issued a permit.  This is part of a big  3 

interstate transmission line.  4 

       The permits that they have existing  5 

are PA DEP GP5 permits that are not  6 

appropriate, this is according to  7 

Pennsylvania Law, not appropriate for  8 

interstate gas pipeline projects.  We have  9 

here an illegal unpermitted facility.  So  10 

my question to you is if you have  11 

enforcement powers, which I think you  12 

should because you issue permits, what is  13 

the level of abuse before you take an  14 

enforcement action?  So please consider  15 

this and take this back to the  16 

commissioners that I am asking for, I am  17 

petitioning for an enforcement action  18 

against Williams Cabot to shut down and  19 

cease and desist the Williams Central  20 

Station.  It is an illegal station.  Thank  21 

you.  22 

       MR. KERLEY:  Robert Kerley,  23 

K-E-R-L-E-Y, I'm a resident of Schoharie  24 

County, New York.  Yeah, I think most of my  25 
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comments were covered tonight and at a  1 

couple of other FERC hearings that I  2 

attended.  I would like to say that I think  3 

that there should be a hearing, addition  4 

FERC scoping hearing, in Delaware County.  5 

Apparently there has not been a hearing  6 

there yet.  I would just further say I am  7 

opposed to -- reiterate that I'm opposed to  8 

the pipeline.  And I'm hoping that Williams  9 

Cabot and their Constitution Pipeline  10 

entity will withdraw their intent for this  11 

application.  And if that does not occur,  12 

given that the pipeline is not necessary,  13 

that FERC will deny their request.  I think  14 

that would be a good thing.  Thank you.  15 

       MR. BOWMAN:  Okay.  Well, it looks  16 

like we don't have time for anyone else.  I  17 

really do appreciate Foothills Performing  18 

Arts Center and their staff for letting us  19 

come here and overstaying our welcome.  On  20 

behalf of FERC, this meeting is adjourned.  21 

           *     *     *  22 
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