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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
 
Before Commissioners:  Jon Wellinghoff, Chairman; 
                                        Philip D. Moeller, John R. Norris, 
                                        Cheryl A. LaFleur, and Tony T. Clark. 
 
 
Piedmont Natural Gas Company, Inc.  Docket Nos. CP11-495-000

CP11-495-001
 
 

ORDER VACATING SERVICE AREA DETERMINATION AND DISMISSING 
MOTION TO INTERVENE AND REQUEST FOR REHEARING  

 
(Issued October 25, 2012) 

 
1. On August 24, 2012, Piedmont Natural Gas Company, Inc. (Piedmont) filed a 
motion requesting that the Commission vacate the service area determination issued 
under section 7(f) of the Natural Gas Act (NGA)1 by the Director of the Division of 
Pipeline Certificates in the Office of Energy Projects.2   

2. In its initial application, Piedmont stated that it distributes natural gas at retail to 
customers in North Carolina, South Carolina, and separately in Tennessee.  Piedmont 
also stated that its South Carolina operations are “not generally contiguous to or 
connected with its North Carolina distribution activities.”  However, Piedmont stated that 
a small segment of one of its distribution systems crosses the border from North Carolina 
into York County, South Carolina and serves the 122-acre Carowinds Theme Park 
(Carowinds), which straddles the North Carolina and South Carolina border.  According 
to Piedmont, the distribution facilities in York County, South Carolina are within 
Carowinds’ premises but are served by Piedmont’s gas distribution mainlines in       
North Carolina.  The 2011 Order issued Piedmont a service area determination for the 
distribution system that serves Carowinds. 

                                              
1 15 U.S.C. § 717, et seq. (2006).   

2 Piedmont Natural Gas Co., Inc., 136 FERC ¶ 62,037 (2011) (2011 Order).  
Section 7(f) service area determinations are appropriate for a company primarily engaged 
in the business of local distribution of natural gas, but whose facilities cross state lines for 
certain geographical reasons.  See, e.g., Atmos Energy Corp., 127 FERC ¶ 62,139, at 
64,391 (2009).   
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3. In its request to vacate, Piedmont states that on August 9, 2012, Piedmont and 
York County Natural Gas Authority (York County) executed a sales agreement for 
Piedmont’s natural gas distribution facilities located in York County, South Carolina, 
currently serving Carowinds.3  Since it will no longer have facilities that cross the    
North Carolina/South Carolina border to serve Carowinds, Piedmont requests that the 
Commission vacate the service area determination issued in the 2011 Order.     

4. Piedmont’s facilities will no longer cross the border into South Carolina to serve 
Carowinds.  The sale of these facilities to York County will remove Piedmont’s need for 
an NGA section 7(f) service area determination.  York County did not oppose Piedmont’s 
request.  Accordingly, the Commission will vacate Piedmont’s NGA section 7(f) service 
area determination.4 

The Commission orders: 
 

(A) The NGA section 7(f) service area determination issued in the 2011 Order 
is vacated. 

 
(B) The untimely motion to intervene and request for rehearing by York 

County are dismissed as moot. 
 
By the Commission. 
 
( S E A L ) 
 
 
 

Kimberly D. Bose, 
Secretary. 

                                              
3 York County, which is a political subdivision of South Carolina, has a service 

territory that includes all of York County and a portion of Cherokee County, South 
Carolina.  York County serves approximately 56,000 customers. 

4 After the Commission issued the 2011 Order, York County filed a motion to 
intervene out-of-time, request for rehearing or, in the alternative, motion for clarification 
opposing the issuance of a service area determination to Piedmont.  Given the sale of the 
facilities that cross the border into South Carolina and the vacatur of the service area 
determination herein, the Commission will dismiss York County’s untimely motion to 
intervene and request for rehearing as moot. 


