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                       PROCEEDINGS  

                                         (6:05 p.m.)  

          MS. SUTER:  Good evening.  Can everybody  

hear me?  On behalf of the Federal Energy Regulatory  

Commission, or FERC, I would like to welcome you all  

here tonight.  This is the environmental scoping  

meeting for the Northeast Supply Link Project,  

proposed by Transco.  

     Let the record show that the public scoping  

meeting in Hughesville Pennsylvania began at 6:05  

p.m., on July 18th, 2011.  The primary purpose of  

this meeting is to provide you with an opportunity  

to comment on the project or on the scope of the  

environmental analysis being prepared for the  

Northeast Supply Link Project.  My name is Maggie  

Suter, and I am the environment project manager with  

the Commission's Office of Energy Projects.  Sitting  

here to my left is Bill Braun.  He is one of our  

consultants helping us prepare our environmental  

document.  Also with us tonight is, sitting at the  

sign in table, is David Hanobic, also with FERC, and  

Kim Jessen, also one of our consultants.  They are  

going to be helping us prepare an environmental  

document, which will cover the whole scope of  

environmental issues that we'll be analyzing of the  
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project.  

     FERC is an independent agency that regulates  

the interstate transmission of electricity, natural  

gas and oil.  FERC reviews proposals and authorizes  

construction of interstate natural gas pipelines,  

storage facilities and liquefied natural gas  

terminals, as well as the licensing and inspection  

of hydro electric projects.  As a federal licensing  

agency, the FERC has the responsibility, under the  

National Environmental Policy Act, to consider the  

potential environmental impact associated with the  

project under its consideration.  

     With regard to Transco Northeast Supply Link  

Project, the FERC is the lead federal agency for the  

National Environmental Policy Act review and the  

preparation of an environmental document.  The U.S.  

Army Corps of Engineers has agreed to participate as  

a cooperating agency in preparation of an  

environmental document.  They may use this  

environmental document to met their respective NEPA  

responsibilities associated with issuing their  

permits.  

     As I said earlier, the primary purpose of this  

meeting tonight is to give you an opportunity to  

comment on the project or on the environmental  
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issues that you would like to see covered in our  

environmental documents.  It will help us most if  

your comments are as specific as possible regarding  

the potential environmental impacts and reasonable  

alternatives of the proposed Northeast Supply Link  

Project.  These issues generally focus on the  

potential for environmental effects but may also  

address construction issues, mitigation and the  

environmental review process as a whole.  

     In addition, this meeting is designed to  

provide you with an opportunity to meet with Transco  

representatives, who are here tonight, and ask them  

questions and to get more detailed information about  

their proposed facility locations and construction  

plans.  

     Tonight's agenda is simple.  First, I'm going  

to describe the environmental review process and  

FERC's role within the project.  After that, we're  

going to let Transco give a more complete  

description of their proposal.  Then, we will hear  

from you if anyone has signed up to speak, or I will  

allow anyone to come up if you haven't signed up, if  

you have questions at that time.  

     If you would like to present comments tonight,  

be sure to sign in at the speakers list, who is over  
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at the sign in table over there, or at the end, I  

open it up, and you can just come up, one at a time,  

to speak.  

     I'll briefly go through the environmental  

review process.  Here we have our beautiful  

flowchart that we designed, and we are, right now,  

down in here in our public input opportunity for  

you.  Transco began the prefiling process with FERC  

back in March of this year when they requested to  

initiate a prefiling with FERC.  That is a very  

early process with FERC, where they just outline the  

project and around that date begin to identify, but  

they have not yet identified all of the issues  

associated with the project.  So, they come to FERC  

with the start of a project, but we want to begin to  

involve the public, the stakeholders, other  

agencies, anybody involved in the project, to begin  

to gather everybody's input to determine what sort  

of issues we need to look at to identify to Transco  

and the FERC, to know what we need to look at, as we  

prepare our environmental document.  

     So, we came out back in March and in June, both  

in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, for this project to  

Transco's open houses to meet with the public and  

start the review, the scoping process.  
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     On July 1st, we issued a notice of intent to  

prepare an environmental document, which opened our  

scoping process.  And now we are out here gathering  

input.  Our scoping period will not end until August  

15th of this year, however, this is just our first  

public input opportunity.  As you can see, this is  

still very early on.  Transco has not yet filed a  

formal application with FERC, but this is still just  

the early prefiling phase of the project.  

     I want to emphasize to all of you that the  

purpose of the prefiling is to encourage the early  

involvement of all interested stakeholders in a  

manner that will allow you the identification and  

resolution of environmental issues.  As I said, no  

formal application has been filed with FERC,  

however, we have begun reviewing the project, along  

with other federal, state and local agencies, so  

that we can work together to start identifying  

issues and work towards their resolution and  

mitigation options.  

     As I said, on July 1st, 2011, we issued a  

notice of intent to prepare an environmental  

assessment and initiated the scoping period for this  

project.  Something along this line was mailed out  

to the land owners, and this is what the notice of  
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intent looked like.  We have extra copies at the  

sign in table, if you did not receive one.  Along  

with this packet was a CD, like this, which  

contained a landowner brochure on the CD of "What do  

I need to know?"  We've got paper copies with us,  

along with extra copies of the CD, if you did not  

get to receive one.  Also on the CD is an electronic  

guide to information on how to submit and receive  

information electronically.  We do not have hard  

copies of that, but it is available on our website,  

or the information is on the CD.  And all of the  

information on how to submit that information and  

get that information was also printed within the  

paper copy of the NOI.  

     During our review of the project, we will  

assemble information from a variety of sources,  

including Transco, the public, other state, local  

and federal agencies and our own independent  

analysis and field work.  We will analyze the  

information and prepare an environmental document  

that will be distributed to the public for comment.  

     Once the scoping period is finished, our next  

step will begin: analyzing the company's proposal  

and the issues that have been identified during the  

scoping period.  This will include an examination of  
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the proposed facility locations as well as  

alternative sites.  We will assess the project's  

effects on water bodies, wetlands, vegetation and  

wildlife, endangered species, cultural resources,  

soils, land use, air quality and safety.  

     When complete, our analysis of the potential  

impacts will be published in an environmental  

assessment, or EA, and presented to the public for a  

30 day comment period.  This EA will be mailed to  

all interested parties.  You'll note that there was  

a sign in table, where we identified you could sign  

in, and the EA will be mailed on a CD format.  

However, if you would like a paper copy of that CD,  

you could check a box next to your sign in, to  

receive a paper copy if would prefer that instead.  

     We note that the size of our mailing list is  

quite large, and that unless you state otherwise,  

you will receive a CD.  The issuance of our NOI,  

open to formal comment period that will close on  

August 15th.  However, we encourage you to continue  

to work with Transco and us throughout the entire  

prefiling process, to identify your issues and  

concerns.  

     If you received the NOI in the mail, you are on  

our mailing list, and you will remain on our mailing  
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list to receive the EA and any other supplemental  

notices you may receive about this project.  If you  

returned the mailer on the back of this, you can  

adjust any incorrect information that we may have  

identified.  You can request a paper copy or you can  

request to be taken off of our mailing list if you  

so wish.  You can also be added to our mailing list  

by submitting comments on the project or signing in  

at the sign in table at the back.  

     FERC strongly encourages the filing of  

electronic comments through our website.  Brief  

instructions were provided in the NOI.  As I  

mentioned, a small brochure on our CD also explains  

our E-filing system on our website and how to submit  

comments that way.  

     If you want to submit written comments, please  

follow the directions that were identified in the  

NOI.  We also have a form at the sign in table that  

you can use to submit written comments if you wish  

to do so.  It is very important that any comments  

you send, either electronically or by traditional  

mail, include our internal docket number for the  

project.  The docket number is on the cover of the  

NOI and is available at the sign in table.  It is PF  

11-4.  If you decide to send us a comment letter,  
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please make sure you put that docket number on it.  

This will ensure that members of staff evaluating  

the project will get your comments as soon as  

possible.  

     I'd like to explain briefly the roles of the  

FERC Commission and environmental staff.  The  

Commission is led by five members who are  

responsible for making a determination on whether to  

issue a certificate of public convenience and  

necessity to the applicant.  In this case, Transco.  

The EA prepared by the FERC environmental staff,  

which I'm a part of, describes the project  

facilities and the associated environmental impacts,  

alternatives to the project, mitigation to avoid or  

reduce the impacts and our conclusions and  

recommendations.  The EA is not a decision document.  

It is being prepared to disclose to the public and  

to the Commission the environmental impact of  

constructing and operating the project.  

     When the EA is completed, the Commission will  

consider the environmental information from the EA,  

along with non-environmental issues, such as  

markets, rates, engineering and tariffs in making  

its decision to approve or deny Transco's request  

for a certificate.  There is no review of FERC's  
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decisions by the President or Congress, maintaining  

FERC's independence as a regulatory agency and  

providing for fair and unbiased decisions.  

     Before I start taking comments from you, I have  

asked Transco to provide a brief overview of the  

project.  Cindy Ivey is going to provide that for  

you.  

          MS. IVEY:  Good evening.  My name is Cindy  

Ivey, and I am the manager of public outreach for  

the Transco Pipeline, which is a subsidiary of the  

Williams Companies.  Thank you for the opportunity  

to provide an overview of our company and our  

proposed Northeast Supply Link Expansion Project.  

     The Transco interstate pipeline system  

originates in South Texas and ends in New York City.  

The pipeline delivers gas from supply areas in the  

Gulf Coast, Midcontinent and Appalachia and delivers  

to market areas in the Southeast, Midcontinent and  

Northeast.  This pipeline system transports eight  

percent of the natural gas consumed in the United  

States.  It consists of more than 10,000 miles of  

pipe and has 47 compressor stations.  Transco  

currently transports more than 30 percent of the  

natural gas used in Pennsylvania through 44 delivery  

points throughout the state.  We have served this  
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area for decades through connections to UGI, Penn  

Natural Gas and UGI Central Penn Gas.  Williams has  

received requests from two producers and one  

marketer to increase natural gas deliveries to this  

region by November 2013.  

     Williams is developing the Northeast Supply  

Link Project to serve the existing demand for  

natural gas as well as the projected growth in  

demand along Transco's path in the Northeast.  

Transco's proposed Northeast Supply Link Project  

involves a combination of additional pipeline  

facilities, compression facilities, pipeline uprates  

and modifications to existing infrastructure in  

Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York.  

     The major components of the project include  

12.3 miles of new pipeline, one greenfield  

compressor station, 27 miles of pipeline uprates,  

additional horsepower at an existing compressor  

station and modifications to various meter stations.  

In this area, we are proposing to add the Muncy  

Loop, which consists of 2.3 miles of 42 inch  

pipeline parallel to the existing 3 lines already in  

service in this area.  The new line would extend an  

existing fourth line near Wistar Road and Wolf  

Township and extend slightly more than two miles  
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through Wolf and Penn Townships ending near Bartow  

Hollow Road and Penn Township.  

     The company held an open house for this loop on  

March 29th.  Based on comments that we heard at this  

meeting, we have made several modifications to our  

proposed route that will reduce impacts to trees,  

some residential properties and other land uses.  

     The company meets or exceeds all federal  

regulations established by the Pipeline Hazardous  

Materials and Safety Administration for constructing  

and operating its interstate natural gas pipeline  

systems.  Transco has maintained the integrity of  

all its lines since their installation in accordance  

with federal regulations.  Our integrity plan  

focuses on prevention first and foremost, followed  

by detection and mitigation.  We have invested more  

than one billion dollars in pipeline maintenance and  

integrity related enhancements since 2002.  

     The Energy Information Administration estimates  

that natural gas consumption in the United States is  

projected to grow by about .6 percent per year.  

Their projection is slightly higher for the  

mid-Atlantic region at about .8 percent per year.  

If our project is approved, it would provide access  

to new sources of domestic natural gas supply and  
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would support the reliability of the energy  

infrastructure and continued growth in the Northeast  

region.  

     Transco's customers generally include local  

distribution companies, electric power plants, large  

industrial customers, producers and marketers.  

Transco has fully executed contracts for the  

additional capacity of 250,000 decatherms per day,  

on a long-term basis.  Transco entered the prefiling  

process on March 2nd.  We plan to submit our formal  

application in November of this year, and we are  

requesting a schedule that would allow construction  

to begin around November of 2012, with an in-service  

date of November 2013.  

          MS. SUTER:  Thank you Cindy.  After our  

meeting is over, representatives from Transco will  

be available with project maps to answer any  

questions that you have about the project.  Now for  

the important part of the meeting, where we will  

take your comments.  As you've probably noticed, we  

have, this meeting is being recorded by a  

transcription service.  This is being done so that  

all of your comments and questions will be  

transcribed and put into the public record.  To help  

the court reporter produce an accurate record of  
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this meeting, I ask that you please follow some  

ground rules.  When your name is called, please step  

up to the microphone - it's going to be moved up to  

the podium for you - and state your name and spell  

it for the record.  Identify any agency or group  

you're representing, and define any acronyms that  

you may use.  And I also ask that everybody in the  

audience, please respect the speaker.  

     I have been informed that nobody has signed up  

for our actual speakers list.  But if anybody has  

any questions, either on our process, now that I  

have, kind of, gone through it all or since I've  

started talking, if you've decided that you would  

like to come up and speak, I'll invite you to do so.  

Just raise your hand, and one at a time, you can  

come up to the podium to speak.  Before I move this,  

does anybody want to?  All right.  

          MR. VISCO:  I don't mind being the Guinea  

pig, I guess.  

          MS. SUTER:  Say your name.  

          MR. VISCO:  My name is Tony Visco.  I have  

a useable address, 200 Tailor Hill Road, and I'm  

along, the pipeline actually goes through our  

property.  And I have no real complaints at this  

point, as far as, or concerns at this point, as far  
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as the location of the pipeline.  I guess what I'm,  

kind of, curious about is what the next phase is  

after that.  As far as access to the individual  

property, I do have some concerns on right-of-way  

modifications that need to be done to accommodate  

this 42 inch line and just the logistics of how all  

this is going to be done across every property owner  

that is here.  Because at this point, I don't know  

what those next steps will be once some of this  

actually, upon approval from FERC or whatever, their  

next steps are going to be, as far as actually  

gaining the right-of-way or modifying the actual 100  

foot right-of-way of the pipeline.  

     And there's probably some other things related,  

because I'm, kind of, detail oriented.  Looking at  

things, certainly looking at some of the property  

that's going to be compromised on my land, which is  

not much, other than the repairs, what's going to be  

treated.  Removal of some trees, but maybe minimal  

removal, due to the fact that even though they have  

a boundary there that is cutting through maybe the  

edge of the woods there, whether or not that little  

piece is really going to be significant to even  

bother with, due to the fact of the amount of space  

that they really have available on either side of  
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the pipeline they are installing.  So, just some of  

those, sort of, complicated questions that I would  

imagine a lot of people may have concerns about.  

     Because I've seen where this pipeline goes  

through, and in some cases, they've been very  

generous in not removing some trees along properties  

over the history of time, I guess, where they just  

avoided just taking a 60 foot swath on either side  

of the pipeline and cleaning everything out,  

regardless of whether it actually has to be out of  

there or not.  I mean, do you understand?  What I'm  

saying is it's not like everything is rocket  

science, or it all has to be that particular way,  

just because it's shown on the survey.  That was it,  

pretty much.  

          COURT REPORTER:  Go ahead and spell your  

name, please.  

          MR. VISCO: V, as in Victor, I-S-C-O.  

          MS. SUTER:  Is there anybody else who  

wanted to talk?  We're going to encourage Transco to  

keep working with you to identify the process here  

on forward.  Along with those, you're going to see  

the identification of right-of-way widths and things  

like that in the environmental document, in the  

draft resource reports and in regular resource  
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reports.  So, you are going to see a lot of the  

information that you're looking for identified  

throughout our process.  And I encourage you to keep  

talking with Transco to get a lot of the answers  

that I think you are looking for, along with the  

rest of the landowners.  A lot of this type of  

information is identified throughout the prefiling  

process and through the land agents coming to  

negotiate and talk with you.  So, keep that dialogue  

going.  

     Without any other speakers wishing to talk,  

that is going to be the end of the formal part of  

our meeting.  On behalf of the Federal Energy  

Regulatory Commission, I'd like to thank you all  

for coming tonight.  Let the record show that this  

public scoping meeting for the Northeast Supply Link  

Project in Hughesville, PA concluded at 6:30, p.m..  

(WHEREUPON, The proceedings were concluded at 6:30  

p.m..)  

 

 

 

 

 


