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PROCEEDINGS

SHANNON JONES: I think we"re going to get
started here. Hopefully, everybody can hear me.
111 speak loud enough. Please let me know if you
can"t hear me.

Good evening. Welcome. Thank you for
coming. My name is Shannon Jones, and I"m an
environmental scientist at the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, also referred to as the FERC.

This 1s a public comment meeting on the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement that we"ve
prepared for the Mid-Continent Express Pipeline
Project. 1"m assisting FERC"s environmental project
manager, Charlie Brown, who"s running a similar
series of meetings this week in western Louisiana
and Texas.

Wayne Kicklighter i1s here with me tonight.
He"s representing Entrex, which is an environmental
consulting firm that"s been assisting the FERC.

We also have Kara Harris with the FERC
staff who"s at the sign-in table. She has some
helpful pamphlets and is also generating the
speaker®s list for tonight"s meeting. So if you-~d
like to sign up to speak, I ask that you see Kara.

She®"s also available to answer any questions you

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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might have during the meeting.

There®"s also a number of representatives
from Mid-Continent here tonight from the
Environmental Land Department. In general, they-"re
sitting here on the front row. If you could raise
your hands.

(Representatives comply.)

SHANNON JONES: They~"ll1 all be here
throughout the meeting and afterwards as well.

IT you have specific questions about your property
or specific land issues you want to discuss with
them, they"ll stay here after the formal portion of
the meeting and they~ll be happy to talk with you.
We will stay here as well 1T you have specific
questions about your parcel or detailed issues that
you want to discuss.

1"d like to start with a little bit of
background on the FERC and our process iIn case
you"re not familiar with our organization. The FERC
Is an independent federal agency. We regulate the
interstate transmission of electricity, natural gas
and oil. We"re located in Washington, DC, headed
by 5 presidentially appointed commissioners with
about 1,200 staff members. We review proposals and

authorize construction of iInterstate natural gas

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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pipeline, natural gas storage facilities and
liquified natural gas terminals. We also have
jurisdiction over the licensing and inspection of
hydroelectric projects and some electric
transmission corridors. The first primary purpose
Is to protect the public and energy customers
ensuring that energy companies are acting within the
law.

The FERC is the lead agency responsible
for ultimately approving or denying Mid-Continent"s
proposal. Mid-Continent proposes to build
approximately 504 miles of 30, 36 and 42-inch
diameter pipeline extending from Oklahoma to
Alabama. The project also includes 1 booster and
4 compressor stations, 13 meter and regulated
stations, a 4-mile lateral pipeline in Louisiana,
and other appurtenant facilities that are necessary
to safely operate the pipeline. That involves above
structures, main line valves and pig launchers and
receivers that are to run inspection tools to the
pipeline.

But before the FERC makes any decisions on
whether to approve or deny the project, the staff
conducts an extensive environmental review to comply

with the National Environmental Policy Act, and

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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that"s what we"ve been working on for about the past
year. We"ve been compiling and analyzing data,
comments and concerns from the applicant, the public
and other resource agencies on the local, state, and
federal level and our own iIndependent analysis and
field work. We"ve worked in formal cooperation with
Fish and Wildlife Service, The National Park
Service, Natural Resource Conversation Service,

Corp of Engineers, Louilsiana Department of
Environmental Quality, Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department, and the Alabama Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources. These agencies
have assisted in providing input and review of our
work and analysis.

We"re now at a point in the review process
where we*ve summarized our findings and
recommendations In this formal report called a
Draft Environmental Impact Statement, and we"re here
tonight to take your comments and concerns on our
work and our analysis.

The Draft EIS was issued on February 8th,
and mailed to everyone on our mailing list. |If you
got a copy of this document, you are on our mailing
list and you™ll automatically receive a copy of the

Final, which will be a revised version of this. |ITf

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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you did not get a copy and you would like to be on
our mailing list, please see Kara and make sure you
get signed up with her to receive our final copy of
the EIS.

We are now nearing the end of the 45-day
formal comment period on this document. The comment
period actually ends next Monday, which is
March 31st. So there are a couple of ways that we
can take your comments. We can receive those
verbally here tonight. If you don"t wish to speak,
you can provide your written comments either a hard
copy through the mail or electronically. Written
comments and verbal comments are considered equally
in our analysis and review, so it really just
depends on what you®re comfortable doing.

Instructions on how to provide written
comments are provided In the first few cases of the
Draft EIS. We have some pamphlets on the table that
provide you the instructions on how to send us
comments electronically, and we also have some
comment forms that you can just hand right in and
hand to us tonight and we"ll take those back with
us.

The formal comment period is ending soon.

It 1s ending March 31st. So i1If you®"re planning on

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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mailing us comments, we ask that you please try to
get those in as soon as possible so that they will
arrive at the FERC at the close to March 31st, as
soon as possible. We need time to analyze your
Issues and make sure we have enough time to
appropriately respond to them.

All of the comments that we receive from
you, either verbally or written, will be addressed
In a revised version of this document called a Final
EIS. There will be a section in the back of the
document where we list all the comments that we
receive and provide a specific response to those
comments or concerns.

It"s important to note that the staff
analysis and that the Environmental Impact Statement
IS not a decision document. It"s prepared to advise
FERC"s commissioners and to disclose to the public
the environmental impact of constructing and
operating proposed projects. Once our Final EIS 1is
complete, the document is published, mailed to those
on our mailing list and then forwarded to our
commissioners. The commissioners independently
consider the environmental information and the EIS
along with other non-environmental issues such as

engineering, markets, and rates, and they determine

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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whether or not to authorize the project.

IT the project is approved, the Commission
will provide Mid-Continent with what we call a
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity,
which i1s essentially a permit from the FERC
authorizing the project. That certificate will
require that Mid-Continent meet certain conditions
to limit adverse environmental impacts, and we have
recommended what FERC"s staff believes those
conditions should be in this document. There are
about 49 conditions that we have recommended.

The FERC environmental staff will monitor
the project through construction and restoration, i1f
It 1s approved, performing on-site inspections to
ensure environmental compliance with all of the
conditions of the FERC certificate.

That®"s our overview of our process, and i1f
there®s any questions on that, when you provide your
comments 111 be happy to try to answer those.

I"m going to start with our list of
speakers now, and 1°11 ask that when you -- 1711
place this microphone at the podium, and I ask that
when you come up to speak if you could state and
spell your name for the transcriber and identify any

organization you might represent. |If you are a

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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landowner along the pipeline, i1t would be helpful if
you could i1dentify the pipeline mile post if you
know that; if you don®"t, just a general location
will be fine. |If you have questions when providing
your comments that can easily answered by anyone
here at this table, we will try to do so. If we
can"t answer it right away, we will take that back
to the office and analyze it and we will address it
in our Final Environmental Impact Statement.

We have a transcriber here tonight because
we need to have an accurate record of the comments
and concerns so that we can address them. Those
transcripts will be placed in the public record at
the FERC, which can be assessed through the web site
iIT you want to review those transcripts. There are
some pamphlets at the sign-in table and Kara will
provide iInstructions on how to access our web site
and download information for this project.

We will start with the first speaker on
our list. Holly Bridges-Wiggs.

HOLLY BRIDGES-WIGGS: Hi, my name 1is
Holly Bridges-Wiggs. That"s H-O-L-L-Y, Bridges,
B-R-1-D-G-E-S, Wiggs, W-1-G-G-S.

I*m here tonight on behalf of my parents,

Billy and Janie Bridges. They are landowners for

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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MS2.5 to MS3.1. Does that make it clear? 1In
Vicksburg, Mississippi, Warren County.

My parents are not able to be here due to
job requirements, and 1*m here on their behalf.

They have already filed, hopefully it gets
there in time, with -- with the FERC"s comments.
They sent a letter March the 15th, but wanted to
make sure that their comments and concerns were
heard, so I am here on their behalf.

They have several concerns regarding their
property, which they are being forced to host
approximately 2,500 feet of the Mid-Continent
Express Pipeline Project in Warren County,
Mississippi. Although, we do believe that there are
significant negative impacts that the project is
going to have on their life and their environment
and the value their property. We understand that
the point here tonight is the environmental impact
statement, and, so, that"s what the limitation of
our comments are.

The Mid-Continent Express Project will
have a significant negative impact on the
environmental resource of this property. The
Bridges®™ property is currently managed for wildlife

and natural resource enhancement. It has been for

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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about 25-odd years that they“"ve lived there. Their
purpose has always been to maintain the wildlife and
natural environment. This can be evidenced by their
stewardship of the land, which is the wildlife food
spots that are placed throughout the land, a lake
with wood duck boxes, and the very large mass
producing trees that have not been harvested but
have been left for the very purpose of the wildlife
habirtat.

They have approximately five concerns.

The First one i1s, 1t"s —- 1t"s really the timing,
how all of this, the comments and everything are
expected to end by March the 31st. This, of course,
iIs March the 26th. They filed a comment or sent a
comment off in the mail on March the 15th.

But the problem is, there®s not a
confirmed route of the pipeline on this piece of
property. Therefore, 1t"s pretty difficult to
produce all of their comments and concerns in a
summarily or an intelligent way prior to the
March 31st deadline, which brings me to the second
concern, which is the routing of the pipeline
itself, the route that is proposed for the
Mid-Continent pipeline.

In their whole push, their concerns, their

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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statement about what they"re going to do is to
co-locate i1t along the existing and recently
constructed Gulf South Pipeline which is also along
this property line.

And the maps and the property -- the
property maps that are shown in the book iIndicate
one route. However, based on conversations with the
construction supervisor, the engineer for the site,
as well as the right-of-way agent, this i1s not what
they plan to do. Instead of paralleling the Gulf
South pipeline, they are actually moving their
pipeline and it does not abut to the current right
of way for the Gulf South pipeline. This is
contrary to their original statement and their
concept that was introduced in order to get this
project passed, and it"s contrary to what this
agency has been looking at to determine whether or
not the project should be approved.

The reason that we believe this is the
environ -- three reasons: The environmental
resources that are affected. The deviation from
traveling adjacent to the Gulf South pipeline right
of way. They“"ve moved it. 1 guess it"s to the
west. As a result, this may ease their construction

of the pipeline, but instead it leaves a 20-acre

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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difference between the two pipelines. As a result,
It has a negative impact, a much more severe
negative impact on the environment around it.

Now, your statement, the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement, indicates iIn Section
3.5.32, i1t discusses Extensive Forested Tracts
crossed by the proposed Mid-Continent Express
Pipeline Project, and this is the only area in
Warren County that you mention In your table
3.5.1-2. So as a result, you"ve already noticed
that these are extensive forested tracts of land.
You®ve identified this particular property as
extensive forested tracts of land.

You"ve also indicated that there are
things that should be done to mitigate the effect on
the environment, such as narrowing right of ways;
such as permanent and temporary, the construction
right of way and the permanent right of ways.
Instead of doing that, the pipeline®s just been
moved. As a result, it"s going to affect the
wildlife habitat 1n this area.

This fragmentation of this forested
habitat and the loss of the mass producing trees in
this area will significantly impact the large

population of wildlife that i1s resident in this

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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area.

We have all -- so many of the wildlife
that you have mentioned. Some that my dad®s
mentioned is the white tail deer, turkeys, ducks,
squirrels, pileated woodpeckers and so many more
that are listed iIn your group of recognized wildlife
Iin this area.

Another area of concern is the woodlands
themselves. This property contains both mature
bottom land and upland hardwoods, and these are not
going to be able to be replaced during the design
life of this project. We"re talking about 150 year
old oak trees that they"re now planning to take
down. There are many other irreplaceable woodland
resources and these will be much more negatively
impacted on the current route that they"re looking
at for the pipeline on this property. It"11 impact
not only the scenic and environmental enjoyment of
our family for the rest of our lives, but 1t"1l also
impact the environment and the wildlife that are
there now.

So observation is that although we
recognize that this is just a draft and that you are
taking comments, we urge you to reconsider certain

areas, especially this particular parcel of land.

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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Consider how 1t"s actually going to be used as
opposed to how it"s been presented to you that it
will be used.

There are numerous gaps in the
information that you®ve been given, and there"s
numerous gaps in the pipeline of where they intend
to place 1t. And there are numerous changes that
are being made, I understand that along the pipeline
route, but we already know that there are changes
taking place on this particular parcel of property.

We ask that you consider, reconsider your
look on these areas, that with -- this is a changing
document, that it"s difficult to keep up with the
changes that they are making on a constant basis
survey that"s already going on, on the properties,
and we ask that you use your ability in looking at
the environment to help keep this project along the
lines that it was proposed to you. The proposal
that was made in order to get this project passed,
and that is to keep the pipeline along the
preexisting Gulf South pipeline and not allow It to
be moved up into the hardwoods and the -- i1t still
will affect us, but this is even farther, and not
leave these 20-acre gaps in between the two right of

ways, and we ask that you look at the maps again to

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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make sure that you"re looking at the actual
intention of the pipeline rather than what"s just
been presented. Thank you.

SHANNON JONES: Our next speaker is Wayne
Petry.

WAYNE PETRY: 1°d like to wait until
later, please.

SHANNON JONES: Okay. Edward Mahol --

EDWARD MAHOLLAND: Maholland.

SHANNON JONES: Maholland.

EDWARD MAHOLLAND: You say we can ask
questions also?

SHANNON JONES: If 1 can answer it. |IFf
It"s very specific to your property, 1 won®"t know
those details right off. It may be something we can
discuss later, but if you --

EDWARD MAHOLLAND: 1°d rather do that
later.

SHANNON JONES: Okay. Whatever you“re
comfortable with.

DAVID BRIGERS: Do you have to be on the
list to ask a question?

SHANNON JONES: No, sir. But I do have
one more speaker here that 1°d like to give an

opportunity, and that iIs Robert Jones.

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646



© 00 N o o h~h W N P

e o
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Mid-Continent Express Pipeline Project
March 26, 2008

Page 18

ROBERT JONES: My name i1s Robert Jones.
I*m at 4650 Myers Road, Terry, Mississippi, along
the near MS35 pipeline. This is going to lead.

I guess, Into your question and answer session, but
I have specific questions that 1"m going to ask both
you and the Mid-Continent folks here and hopefully
get some clarification. This is directly related to
the Draft Environment Impact Statement.

My question®s in regard to the Twin Lakes
route variation, which 1 proposed in my comment
letter to FERC dated May 22nd, 2007, in which FERC
recommended in Section 4.4.1.5 of the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement, which it says on
page 4-42: "4.4_.1.5 Twin Lakes Route variation.
The Twin Lakes route variation was developed to
minimize project-related impacts to a planned
residential development in Hinds County,
Mississippi.”

And after providing details on the Twin
Lakes route variation and in relation to the
proposed project route, the section ends with the
following, and 1 quote again: "Therefore, we
recommend that prior to the end of the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement comment period

MEP should incorporate the Twin Lakes route

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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variation as described in the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement into its proposed. If MEP asserts
that i1t does not -- that it"s not practical or
preferable to adopt this route variation, MEP should
file with the secretary a detailed description of
the technical or environmental reasons why this
route variation Is not practical or preferable
compared to the corresponding segment of the
proposed project.”

So my First question for Mid-Continent,

I recognize one gentleman, Dan?

DENNIS EGGER: Dennis.

ROBERT JONES: You actually came out to my
property.

DENNIS EGGER: Yes, sir. 1 met with you
and we set down and tried to reroute to try to
minimize the damage to your lots.

ROBERT JONES: Great. This was a little
different route than --

DENNIS EGGER: 1"m familiar with it.

ROBERT JONES: So my guestion to you guys:
Does Mid-Continent plan to incorporate the
Twin Lakes route variation as described in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement into its

proposed project; and, if not, has anything been

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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filed with FERC, i1ts detailed descriptions of its
reasons why i1t doesn®t plan to do so?

DENNIS EGGER: We have. This is Dennis
Egger. 1°m a construction manager. We have
prepared a response to that back to the FERC stating
that we feel that that is not the best route because
it is longer and more environmental impact. We“re
awaiting a response back.

ROBERT JONES: Okay. Then my question now
iIs to either you or FERC. May I get a copy of that
response? | would like to review it.

SHANNON JONES: Anything that -- the
questions that -- that we ask Mid-Continent to
provide us more information on in this document, all
of their answers will be filed with us and it will
be publicly available for everyone to look at. And,
certainly, I would imagine that they could provide
you a personal copy of that, and then we will
analyze that information and our evaluation of their
response will be in the Final. So, certainly,
you"ll have an opportunity to see that and provide
your own comments on that as well and we"ll take
all of that iInto consideration.

ROBERT JONES: Okay. Now we"ll get down

in the weeds a little bit and that"1l probably lead

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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into some of your objections, but I"ve noted very
significant differences that exists between the

Twin Lakes route variation, as described in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement, and the route
as i1t was originally proposed in my comment letter
to FERC dated May 22nd, 2007. 1 plan to detail my
observations on these differences in my next comment
letter to FERC, which I will e-file before the end
of the comment period on March 31lst, 2008.

However, for the purposes of this meeting,
I want to read an excerpt of that draft letter to
clarify these differences that 1 see:

"Upon review of Section 4.4.1.5, we note
several very significant typographical errors in the
text in Table 4.4.1-5 and in Figure 4.4_.1-5.

In reading the text, it is clear to me that FERC"s
intent was to essentially adopt my suggested
alternate route as it was originally proposed in my
comment letter.

In the route depicted in Figure 4.4.1-5,
it 1s, In fact, shaped like the route 1 suggested.
However, it is drawn on a much smaller scale and as
drawn it does not actually co-locate with the
existing right of way as recommended in the text,

and I"1l1 quote: "Approximately 40 percent of the

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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route variation would be co-located with an existing
right of way."

Also as drawn, it would still cross the
interior of our property which is in conflict with
the text, and I"1l quote again: "The Twin Lakes
route variation would avoid the interior portion of
the proposed residential development.™

Furthermore, the values listed in
Table 4.4.1-5, and the text i1tself suggests a much
shorter alternate route. And, again, 1 quote:

"The Twin Lakes route variation would be
approximately O0.1-mile longer and approximately
encumber O0.6-acres more than the proposed project
route."

However, in my proposed route from page 8
of my FERC comment letter dated May 2nd, 2007,

I estimate the Twin Lakes route, as we proposed it,
iIs approximately 1.3-miles longer than proposed.

My First question is to FERC: Am
I correct in asserting that it was FERC"s iIntent to
recommend my suggested alternate route as it was
originally proposed in my comment letter on
May 22nd, 20077?

SHANNON JONES: In order to accurately

respond to your questions, we would have -- we"ll

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646



© 00 N o o h~h W N P

e o
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Mid-Continent Express Pipeline Project
March 26, 2008

Page 23

have to go back to those maps and your comments and
look and see i1f there are some discrepancies and
work with you on that. It"s not something that,
with the information that I have here, that 1 could
do accurately, and 1 don"t want to provide you with
any misinformation. So what I would ask that we do
here tonight is if you can provide any other
concerns you have about what you"re seeing in that
document and we will look at those and we"ll analyze
those maps i1n detail and we will get you an answer.

ROBERT JONES: Okay. Well, 1711 continue
then.

SHANNON JONES: Okay.

ROBERT JONES: Thank you. The next
question is for Mid-Continent: Has Mid-Continent
taken into account the very significant differences
that exists between the route as described in the
Environmental Impact Statement as compared to the
route as i1t was originally proposed in my comment
letter on May 22nd, 2007; and does Mid-Continent
plan to incorporate the Twin Lakes route as
I originally proposed 1t? 1 think you may have
answered that In --

DENNIS EGGER: We did notice that your

route was different than FERC®"s route, and it didn"t
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fit with your subdivision. That was one of our
comments too. This isn"t really going to help you
that much. In some cases it hurts you. But that"s
the reason we responded back saying that, you know,
our route, we think, iIs a better route and we"re
waiting to hear back what they respond to.

ROBERT JONES: Okay. Fair enough.

DENNIS EGGER: You“re correct in what you
say.-

ROBERT JONES: This is another general
question and you may or may not be able to answer
it, but there are three landowners. There will be
three landowners heretofore unaffected by this
project that will the impacted by the Twin Lakes
route as proposed. But there will also be two
previously impacted landowners who would be spared
the pipeline crossing their respective property.
What impact, if any, will this fact have on the
eventual outcome as related to the Twin Lakes route,
and that"s for you?

SHANNON JONES: Again, we will have to sit
down and look at those maps and analyze them.

I just don"t have that information tonight to answer
that. That is a lot of the -- that is a lot of the

purpose of this meeting. These are very complex
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projects with a lot of routing issues. That"s why
we have a document so large. Unfortunately, we
can®"t answer all the detailed questions tonight, but
we will take your concerns, we will analyze the maps
and we will work with you to address your iIssues.

ROBERT JONES: Very good. Well, 1711 —-
and, again, 1711 send a comment letter.

SHANNON JONES: Yes, sir.

ROBERT JONES: Thank you.

SHANNON JONES: Thank you. Mr. Petry?

WAYNE PETRY: My name is Wayne Petry. [I™m
representing my wife who owns the property. It"s
mile marker MS9 in Warren County.

SHANNON JONES: Okay.

WAYNE PETRY: 1It"s just a general comment
about FERC. I realize it"s Mid-Continent and we
just finished dealing -- or 1 have not yet finished
dealing with Gulf South, who took us to court, It
was a very unpleasant experience, and to date we"ve
spent over $20,000 defending our property and we"ve
received zero compensation from them. That"s
another issue. | realize they“re private companies
and have a job that they want to do and are going to
do it. But, two pipelines that they keep telling us

will not affect our property values, which I can"t
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get anybody else to agree with; one on one side of
us, 200-foot power line right of way and the other
on the other side.

IT FERC is truly committed to
environmental impact, why can"t these be closer
together? Why can®t they be some -- 1 think they-"re
-- they"re cutting down another hundred feet of
trees. 1 assume they"ll want the same size right of
way that Gulf South did.

We fTeel like this is just a formality.

And after the previous experience, you know, I%ve
got -- really, 1 have no faith that the individual
landowners -- they"re -- they"re going to get their
approval. I"m really disillusioned, and 1 just want
to say that. We feel like we have really no rights
at all.

Our previous employee of Gulf South did
not tell to me directly but told someone who told
me, which is, I understand, is hearsay, that Gulf
South was going to do everything they could to make
an example of us because we had to go to court and
not pay us anything. So that -- that"s our
experience with dealing -- we have no one to turn
to. 1 think they"ve essentially taken away the

right of most people to fight them in court iIf they
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disagree with their opinion. Thank you.

SHANNON JONES: At this point that i1s the
end of the speakers that I have on my list.

Yes, sir, would you --

DAVID BRIGERS: I have a question.

SHANNON JONES: Would you please come up
and state your name.

DAVID BRIGERS: I1®m David Bridgers, and
we"re at MS8 and MS9. This is my wife, Marsha.
I"m not prepared to ask anything about this because
tonight is the first time I"ve seen it. But I have
a question and I think It"s pertinent in this
situation, because most everybody that®"s come up has
indicated that they"re having the same situation or
problem that we are, and this is the -- concerning
small reroutes. 1 realize that this iIs a major
document and y"all are concerned with the major
route of the pipeline. Just about each of us that
own land have certain problems that we"re dealing
with the pipeline company, or have commented to FERC
about, and 1 was speaking with this gentleman, 1™m
sorry, | did not remember your name, but 1 was
asking, you know, is our reroute in here and he said
probably not because it"s small. 1 thought

I understood you to say that may be something
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that" 11 be worked out with the pipeline company?

WAYNE PETRY: Right. On your parcel of
land.

DAVID BRIGERS: Okay. Well, in saying
that, does that mean the pipeline company just gets
to do to us whatever they want to concerning that
reroute, that small little route which will have a
gigantic impact on us as individual landowners,
maybe not a large enough impact to be in this book,
but 1 know just on our particular property we"re
talking about ponds, whether they go under them or
through them. If they go through them, that means
that they drain the lake, the fish are gone, and I™m
talking about managed fish ponds.

I*m talking about livestock. If they move
them around one way or the other, they cut off the
livestock from the watering sources. These are very
small problems as they relate to FERC and the master
plan, but to us they“re very important problems.

And my question is, and I voiced this with
FERC, I"ve had several communications with Mr. Brown
from FERC regarding my own little problem, but at
what point -- the first thing, none of us, and
I know we hadn"t but I heard Ms. Bridges, and

I don"t remember her maiden name, I"m sorry, but
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I know your mom and dad, you know, we®"ve got these
reroutes that are being talked about and looked at
and decided on and we don"t know anything about
what"s going on with them. We don"t know -- we
don"t have any maps that show 1t. It seems like —-
I think all of us are probably worried about
something being approved by FERC that is completely
opposite from what we"re trying to get done with our
reroutes or get done with the -- get the pipeline
company to do to ease our pain.

So my question is: At what point and with
who will we have to deal to get these smaller
problems of ours answered, and are we going to be
just throne at the mercy of the pipeline company?
We"re not going to argue about them coming across
our land, because we know we can"t stop that.

But, I am going to argue about them
draining my ponds and cutting my livestock off from
water. And, you know, those -- those are small,
small environmental impacts, but they are
environmental impacts. So, who"s going to answer
these questions for us and who"s going to tell us
what"s going to happen? That"s my question.

SHANNON JONES: Yes, sir. And I --

DAVID BRIGERS: On the small level, who"s
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going to answer that for us?

SHANNON JONES: Although the maps that are
provided in this document for reference are large
scale --

DAVID BRIGERS: Right.

SHANNON JONES: -- and they just show a
single line of the route, we do look at each
individual parcel. We do look at where the line is
being routed around or through ponds. We consider
that. And when the final -- we do ask and expect
that the pipeline companies will work with
individual landowners to -- for minor variations in
the route to minimize impact to you and your
operation.

DAVID BRIGERS: But it"s been our
experience so far in that dealing with these small
Issues the pipeline company is basically interested
in one thing and that"s building that pipeline as
cheaply as possible, and I think all of us that have
dealt with them have run into the same thing.

I don"t know i1f FERC i1s aware of that or not, but

iIT —- 1 don"t believe any of us want to be thrown to
the mercy of what the pipeline people want to do and
are willing to pay us to do. So, I mean, what"s our

defense for that?

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646



© 00 N o o h~h W N P

e o
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Mid-Continent Express Pipeline Project
March 26, 2008

Page 31

SHANNON JONES: I can tell you that if
you“ve voiced your concerns to the FERC --

DAVID BRIGERS: I have.

SHANNON JONES: -- if you have discussed
them with Charlie Brown, we will -- we do look at
individual parcels. 1 know we portray the big

picture In this document because it Is a summary,
but we are more than willing to work with you and to
work with you and the company to arrive at a route
variation that minimizes impact to you, so I hope
that you have provided those concerns and --

DAVID BRIGERS: [1"ve provided them and I™m
Jjust wondering i1f something iIs going to get approved
without somebody calling me and saying, "Look, this
iIs what we think we"ve got to do.™

SHANNON JONES: Our final analysis and any
-- and minor route variations and those sorts of
things will be detailed in this document, and
I imagine we can have some communications with you.
You®ve voiced your concerns here tonight, and you
said you sent letters and such, so we will -- we
will get back with you on that issue and you will
have an opportunity to see the final routing before
it does get approved.

DAVID BRIGERS: Okay. Thank you.
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WAYNE PETRY: Where will they have it sent
to? Because 1t"s my understanding there®s no
comment period after the final document comes out?

SHANNON JONES: After the -- the final
routing is provided to the FERC, we can provide you
those maps. You can also receive those maps
directly from the company, and 1 imagine that you
would need to see those final details before you
would come to any easement agreement.

WAYNE PETRY: Gulf South has finished the
pipeline on my property and we haven®t come to any
easement agreements. What you"re saying sounds real
good, but that"s not the way it happens. It"s not
the way i1t works. It may be totally different with
Mid-Continent, but on my previous experience with
the other pipeline company, that®"s not what happens.

SHANNON JONES: Well, yeah, 1n occasions
where there 1s no easement agreement there must be
some sort of easement obtained either through
negotiation or corporate proceedings before
construction takes place.

WAYNE PETRY: My point exactly.

SHANNON JONES: Correct. So there is an
established route before construction takes place.

WAYNE PETRY: Yes. At least there was.
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SHANNON JONES: Yes, sir. Is there
further questions. [I"m not sure 1t 1 have answered
for you.

WAYNE PETRY: We want somebody helping us
as individual landowners, and 1t does not seem like
iIt"s happened. If there"s anybody with -- in Gulf
South experience, we"re the same people for the most
part, since they“"re so close to one another, if
there®s anybody with a different experience, 1 would
like to hear 1i1t.

SHANNON JONES: And this is the
appropriate forum to hear these concerns. So --
we"ve heard your concerns and we will absolutely be
looking at your parcel and -- and determine whether
the route is appropriate to minimum impacts to you.

WAYNE PETRY: 1In the big picture, why are
two projects less than a year apart, two totally
separate right of ways both 200 more feet of leasing
CRP, hundred year old oak trees? Why doesn®"t FERC
look at that? When is the end to it? |If another
pipeline comes up -- 1s i1t on and on and until
finally we"re gone?

SHANNON JONES: The FERC doesn®"t propose
projects. We review proposals that the market

essentially determines when there is a need for
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energy and for structure, when there®"s a need for
gas, customers, and gas has to go from A to B
points. Each individual project is derived based on
market need and customers® need. We have to
evaluate them i1ndependently, and I couldn®t forecast
what might happen in the future. It"s based on our
market and overall national need for gas and energy.
WAYNE PETRY: On the previous, again,
I*m not speaking for Mid-Continent, we"ve had some
contact but not very much, with Gulf South from
point A to point B in Warren County, they were
trying to go through, 1 believe, Hinds County, if
you drew a map on a line -- 1f you drew a line on a
map, 1t was a short, more direct route. It passed
through less property. It passed through farmland
and flood plain, not through many residential areas,
and we brought that up and 1t was ignored. They
said, no, it"s longer. But all you needed was a
ruler to see that it wasn®t longer. And that kind
of whole -- that"s where we are as individual
landowners. The government is not helping us here.
It isn"t helping our environmental concerns. |It"s
looking at the big picture. That may not be true,
but that"s how we feel. That"s how we felt on the

last project. It may not happen with Mid-Continent.
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We got rolled over in the last one.

SHANNON JONES: I appreciate your
frustration and I can only hope that you have a
better experience this time around.

WAYNE PETRY: This time and the next time
and the next time.

HOLLY BRIDGES-WIGGS: May 1 ask a
question?

SHANNON JONES: Yes, ma"am.

HOLLY BRIDGES-WIGGS: Once the actual
routes are determined, because we"ve all agreed that
they"re not yet, once they“re actually determined,
Is there another look that you do in the
environmental impact? Because, obviously, 1 mean,
you"re doing what you can with the information that

you have, but, obviously, the information is

changing.

SHANNON JONES: We"ve asked for some --
for Mid-Continent to look at some -- at the route
variations in this draft as well. It is an evolving

process. Routing is difficult. There"s a large
scale routing changes, and then there are a lot of
very minor ones that happen per landowner needs.
But, ultimately, we"re trying to evaluate between

now and the final any of those adjustments that need
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to be made and the final document will layout the
agreed routes and we"ll detail any changes that have
been made between this document and the final.

HOLLY BRIDGES-WIGGS: So have we done what
we need to do to let you know that things are not as
they seem in your maps, that things are different
than what you®ve got, the information that you have?
Have we done what we need to do to let you know that
1t"s different?

SHANNON JONES: Yes, ma“"am. We will look
into that. Absolutely. Yes, sir.

CLYDE MCGEAGE: I"m in Warren County as
well and --

COURT REPORTER: Name, please.

CLYDE MCGEAGE: Oh. Excuse me.

Clyde McGeage. M-C-G-E-A-G-E. Environmentally, 1is
there a legal distance between where Mid-Continent
and Gulf South can put their pipelines against an
existing resident®s house? And, for instance, like
my livestock barn, they“re proposing 12-foot off my
barn. Originally, i1t was going under my barn, and
30 feet off the front door of my house. You know,
I*m having a pipe bomb in my front yard.

SHANNON JONES: I don"t think there are --

we have recommended -- we request that companies
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attempt to obtain at least a 25-foot offset from
residences and anything --

CLYDE MCGEAGE: Only 25 feet?

SHANNON JONES: That"s the general
recommendation. Of course, we tried -- | mean,
ideally, pipelines would avoid residences and
residential areas all together entirely, but it"s
Just in some cases iIt"s just not possible when --

CLYDE MCGEAGE: Not feasible. That"s
right.

SHANNON JONES: But if a pipeline is --
I think there®s a minimum distance that pipes --
plans that we can look at those -- look at those
design plans more closely and ensure that the
construction iIn proximity, the residence, the
structure is going to be minimum any disturbance to
the landowner.

CLYDE MCGEAGE: So you"re saying it"s safe
for me to have a 36-inch pipe off my front porch?

SHANNON JONES: There are pipelines that
run through the middle of neighborhoods all
throughout the northeast and 1t"s --

CLYDE MCGEAGE: What am 1 supposed to do
with my livestock while this is being done? You

know, 1"m not going to be able to get to my barn
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because the pipe is literally 12-foot off my barn,
you know.

SHANNON JONES: Yes. 1 understand there
are concerns of that and that is very valid, and
I don"t -- and I believe our document does address
some individual measures that Mid-Continent would
employ to minimize livestock operations, but I don"t
have those details on me right now, but that"s
something that we could discuss further after the
meeting.

CLYDE MCGEAGE: Thank you, ma®am.

SHANNON JONES: Yes, sir.

WAYNE PETRY: 1°d like go give one more
example, and, again, it"s not Mid-Continent. We had
to fence in a whole new area for our horse, at our
expense, because Gulf South just refused. They cut
their trench and cut off half of i1ts grazing and
refused to do anything about i1t. We had to put up a
fence iIn an additional area and they said you can do
whatever you want, we"re putting down our pipeline.

CLYDE MCGEAGE: The same thing. | have
Gulf South over here still trying to get the erosion
problem straitened out and now 1 have Mid-Continent
coming in here in September, supposedly, and still

hadn"t got, you know, my horses, all my livestock
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to be moved somewhere else because | will have no --
no access to my barns or my pastures because they
can"t get the erosion problem straightened out. Now
we"re fixing to have more erosion problems. You
know, they"re taking everything away from me.

SHANNON JONES: We®l1l1 have to look at your
parcel specifically and look at those concerns for
you .

CLYDE MCGEAGE: Thank you, ma®am.

SHANNON JONES: Yes, sir.

EDWARD MAHALITC: My name is Edward
Mahalitc, E-D-W-A-R-D, Mahalitc, M-A-H-A-L-1-T-C.
I"m just -- I don"t know what -- which mile marker,
but In the same neighborhood these people are, and
I"m just east of them a little, and they“re
proposing the -- one of the compressor sites on my
property, and, I mean, what -- who says -- there"s
nothing In this proposal that I°ve seen about a
compressor station on the property.

SHANNON JONES: I do know that there are
four compressor stations proposed with this project,
but I"m not familiar with your particular parcel.

It would be something 1 would have to look at.

EDWARD MAHALITC: 1°m the last end of it

on Warren County on the Big Black River in kind of a
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low area. And 1| have a problem just like everybody
else. 1"m a landowner too, and we don"t have

nothing, none of us have any say-so. The City of

Vicksburg has got more authority than we -- the
landowners do. 1 just, you know, It"s just --
everything we get told, none of it happens. 1"ve

still got Gulf South sitting there, you know, with
their problems too. They"re blaming it on the
weather and, you know, the rain we got, which 1 can
understand.

But when the sun shines, just like right
now it"s pretty decent weather, and they"re still
abandoning me. [I1"ve got a road going through my
property that they supposedly are laying some gravel
on. They dumped gravel there and just left it piled
up. Now the Corp of Engineers had come in there to
get to their site. They drive around the piles of
rock and made a new road on the side, additional
road, because the rocks are piled up in the road.
And 1°ve done called them several times and all
I get told i1s that "I"m going to take care of it.
111 get 1t seen about.” | talked to the gentleman
again today. Still nothing. They say the
landowners. We don"t have no say-so. All they do

iIs mention the pipeline and we"re just pushed out of
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the way and you deal with 1t however you want to.
We coming through.

SHANNON JONES: Sir, if you feel like your
concerns aren"t being addressed, you"re certainly
welcome to call FERC"s enforcement. We have an
enforcement hotline, and you"re welcome to do that
and we"ll run the issue down for you.

DAVID BRIGERS: 1 would appreciate one
thing. If FERC would requiret Mid-Continent to deal
with these livestock issues with us and deal with
them to our satisfaction, they don"t really -- | was
told, you know, concerning mine, | have 80 head of
cows and horses, a lady told me "we"ll bring hay out
there if they need hay.” You know, bringing hay out
there on a flatbed truck don"t come close to solving
all the problems that you incurred when you"re
talking about cutting off -- cutting off this
livestock from two of your watering sources. And.

I realize you can"t spend time on each and every one
of our individual property, because you can tell
them to -- because 1t does have an Impact. You want
them to deal with us iIn a satisfactory manner. When
It comes to we have livestock dropping dead out
there in the pasture because the drink -- the

remaining hole®"s dry, then there will be some
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environmental impact then and that sort of stuff.
They don"t really understand all the problems that
go along with livestock and don*"t really seem to
care too much about it as long as they bring hay out
there. That would solve a lot of our problems i1f
they dealt with us and our livestock In a reasonable
fashion.

SHANNON JONES: | appreciate that, and
I thank you for bringing that up. Thank you.

LARRY BERG: May 1 come up and speak.

SHANNON JONES: Yes. Please.

LARRY BERG: My name is Larry Berg,
B-E-R-G. This question is to both parties. A
little different situation. 1I1"m a wetlands
mitigation bank owner in the Pearl River and the
Big Black River basis watershed, and my question is,
and 1t may very well be on CD or in the book, I have
not had a chance to go over that yet, but what are
your wetlands mitigation plans particularly in those
two watersheds?

SHEA CAIN: 1 know that we are working
with the Corp of Engineers. We"re developing work
on a mitigation plan right now. 1 don"t know
specifically about those two watersheds, but if

after the meeting | can get your information 1 can
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check In with our counsel i1n developing all of that.

LARRY BERG: Who is your consultant?

SHEA CAIN: The group that®"s doing the
wetland mitigation is SWCA.

EDWARD MAHALITC: SWCA. Okay. And y-all
are mitigating through the Vicksburg office?

SHEA CAIN: Correct.

LARRY BERG: Okay. All right.

SHANNON JONES: Is there anybody else who
would like to voice any concerns tonight?

JEFF FATHERY: Let me ask a general
question? What"s --

COURT REPORTER: Name, please.

JEFF FATHERY: -- what"s the time frame
or when --

COURT REPORTER: Name, please.

JEFF FATHERY: -- is the -- will be issued
and when iIs 1t --

COURT REPORTER: 1 need your name, please.

JEFF FATHERY: Jeff Fathery. And when is
the estimated time of the final permit and
construction site?

SHANNON JONES: I believe we"re looking to
revise this document and issue it in June, around

the June time frame. And, generally, once the FEIS
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IS iIssued, somewhere between 60 to 90 days after
that, the commission will consider and vote on a
project and then the company will have to file with
us an implementation plan which will detail exactly
how they propose to meet all of the conditions. And
once that i1s settled, the FERC will analyze that and
then provide the company permission to begin
construction.

JEFF FATHERY: What"s your best estimate
of when that construction would begin?

SHANNON JONES: The company, they have a
proposed construction schedule which begins in mid
August, September.

JEFF FATHERY: Do you think all the
paperwork will be done by then?

SHANNON JONES: I couldn®t say that for
sure. Does that answer your question, sir?

JEFF FATHERY: Not really.

SHANNON JONES: It really doesn"t provide
exacts, but it"s the best that I can do. | can"t —-

JEFF FATHERY: Maybe these people can.
When do y"all anticipate --

NEIL NIXON: It"s contingent upon us
getting the proper authority from FERC. So the

process that Shannon described, | mean, once we get
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the go ahead and the various permits and permission,
that"s when the construction will start in --

JEFF FATHERY: How many months are we
talking?

DENNIS EGGER: We plan to be finished by
March of next year.

JEFF FATHERY: One year from now?

DENNIS EGGER: Yes, sir.

SHANNON JONES: So right now we just have
an estimated and projected time frame, but 1 could
never guarantee exactly how the commission is going
to act or when they will exactly act, so we can only
deal with estimates at this point.

I saw some additional hands i1n the back.
IT you could come to the front and provide your name
for the transcriber.

REBECCA BURR: 1 just have three quick
questions.

SHANNON JONES: Okay. And your name i1s?

COURT REPORTER: Come on up.

REBECCA BURR: Rebecca Burr.

SHANNON JONES: Okay.

COURT REPORTER: Rebecca what?

REBECCA BURR: B-U-R-R. I live In Terry.

I came In late. Maybe this question was answered.
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But when do we get maps? When do we know, you know,
when -- where this pipeline iIs going to go in
relation to our own property. And, two, that big
book, who paid for that book to be published and
mailed?

SHANNON JONES: The federal government
did, ma“am.

REBECCA BURR: You mean we did?

SHANNON JONES: Every taxpayer --

REBECCA BURR: Right. Exactly.

SHANNON JONES: -- in the United States.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I didn"t get one.

REBECCA BURR: You can have mine.

SHANNON JONES: Actually, FERC i1s -- FERC
iIs one of the rare federal agencies that we actually
do receive, through certain industry fees, we do --
a lot of our budget comes through fees that are paid
by energy applicants.

REBECCA BURR: Okay.

SHANNON JONES: I don"t know the specifics
of how our budget is worked out, but -- 1 -—- 1 do
believe a lot of our operational costs --

REBECCA BURR: Yeah.

SHANNON JONES: -- are covered by fees

from applicants.
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REBECCA BURR: Okay. Also at the last
meeting | asked the pipeline company people how much
was this costing just to set this up, and they said
they weren®t allowed to tell me. Why aren®t they
allowed to make public something that"s impacting
the public?

SHANNON JONES: The costs to?

REBECCA BURR: To the company? To the
pipeline? Mid-Continent Express?

SHANNON JONES: I1™m not sure | understand
your question.

REBECCA BURR: Well, they"re obviously
spending a lot of money to -- to just do the PR and
to lay the groundwork and to smooth out, you know,
the way for themselves to do whatever they will, and
to me they should be accountable to the public.
They said they don®"t have to be and I"m wondering
why?

SHANNON JONES: 1 couldn®™t answer that
question either. | would imagine that the cost of
doing business includes that necessary to obtain
permits and --

REBECCA BURR: No, I know, but it"s
involving the public. 1It"s involving -- this is

just time and representation of all the people and
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businesses and, you know, i1t"s a very small
representation. Obviously, there"s a lot -- the
public is involved, so who would 1 ask? Who would
I ask to find out why we can"t know what they“re
paying to do this?

SHANNON JONES: I can"t answer that
question, ma*am. | just --

REBECCA BURR: 1 know, but who would
I ask? Who could I ask? That"s what 1 want to
know? Who could answer that question?

SHANNON JONES: You would have to -- only
the company themselves could answer the question --

REBECCA BURR: But they won"t answer 1it.
They*ve already said they won"t answer i1t because
they don®"t have to and I"m just wondering by what
law do they not have to since the public is
involved? This is -- this i1s something that"s
presented to us as something for the public, for the
public good, the public wants. This is to the
public, the transcripts, the documents. | didn"t
see one document that said we really think this is a
good idea. One party thinks it"s a good idea
because they"re making billions of dollars
eventually out of i1t, out of this dinosaur

technology. So, we"re involved and I1°d like to know
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what they"re spending to create this?
SHANNON JONES: Okay. 1 --

REBECCA BURR: 1°d like to know --

SHANNON JONES: -- appreciate you --
REBECCA BURR: -- who to talk to. No,
don"t appreciate me. 1 appreciate you. You guys

are doing a great job. You"re doing what you"re
supposed to be doing and I know that -- that, you
know, some understanding of the whole big picture on
the part of you guys and Mr. Brown and all the
people and your group, and | appreciate you, but
don"t appreciate me. 1 just need to know who would
I ask this question?

SHANNON JONES: I suppose you would have
to ask Mid-Continent and --

REBECCA BURR: 1 did.

SHANNON JONES: -- 1t sounds as though you
already did. Then there®s nothing further 1 can do
to help you with that. 1I"m sorry.

REBECCA BURR: You can"t -- I mean, what
would be the legislation? What would be the law
that says they don®"t have to tell the public what
they"re doing to the public?

SHANNON JONES: The whole process is a

public process. This —--
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REBECCA BURR: Right. So we should -- we
should know these things. We should be able to know
these things. There®s no clarity here.

SHANNON JONES: The environmental analysis
and the impact upon the public, environmentally,
through the routing and construction of the pipeline
are analysis of that and are decision-making as a

public process --

REBECCA BURR: 1 understand that.
SHANNON JONES: -- and the inter finances
of -- of gas corporations is not something 1™ m privy

to --

REBECCA BURR: So you have no clue where
to go for that information? It should be somewhere.
Don"t you agree?

SHANNON JONES: 1 have no comment on that.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Doesn®"t the Freedom
of Information Act apply in any of this?

SHANNON JONES: That only applies to
federal government agencies.

REBECCA BURR: And when should we have
some i1dea of exactly where the pipeline goes in
relationship to our properties?

SHANNON JONES: I would imagine that you

should have that mapping. As I said, there are
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minor route variations that are happening --

REBECCA BURR: No. There"s something iIn
that -- in that book that -- but It"s a very
unreadable and i1t"s also very broad. No.

SHANNON JONES: It 1s a summary.

REBECCA BURR: Yeah. But, I mean, as far
as everybody®s individual property so people can
make plans.

SHANNON JONES: We can get you those
individual maps. The company should be able to
provide --

REBECCA BURR: Well, I don"t --

SHANNON JONES: -- those to you. We have
maps that we can provide to you as well, but --

REBECCA BURR: Then who do we contact in
our agency to get a map so that we know
approximately where -- 1 mean, before they said we
couldn®t have maps because those lines were going to
change. But everybody who inquired about it, and a
number of people did, wanted to know, okay, well,
where -- where is the proposed line so that we can
argue this or discuss it, and no, we weren“t allowed
to have those maps. Like, 1 contacted the
Mid-Continent people and all they did was send me

some crappie little thing that you couldn®t read
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again with a line down 1t that didn"t identify the
property boundaries or anything. It was just
something that was very insulting. So who in your
agency would we contact to get a real map, a real
1dea?

SHANNON JONES: If you could stay after
the meeting concludes, we"ll talk further on that
and make sure that you got an appropriate map.

REBECCA BURR: Okay. Thank you.

WAYNE PETRY: 1 do have a request of
Mid-Continent. Again, based on previous
experiences, we"re still picking up Coke cans right
after the project; human feces, toilet paper, paper
towels, and they"ve riding through our wildlife
grass, and 1Tt they could respect our property a
little more.

NEIL NIXON: We want to do that, sir.
Again, 1 know you®ve had, obviously, a bad
experience with another project, but we"re not that
project. And 1 can understand certainly how that
would jaundice the view of anyone who has now
another project coming on the property, but we“re
going to work really hard not to have those impacts
on your property and we certainly take what you“re

saying iIn the spirit of which that"s iIntended.
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EARNEST PERRY: Earnest Perry, P-E-R-R-Y.
I*m representing a property that me and my wife,
Shirley Easely Epps, in Hinds County, in Terry on
Jones -- | don"t know the mile marker or what have
you. 1 got a question, but, first 1 got a comment.

We purchased the property in February of
2007. Obviously, this project been going on way
before that. Now, when you -- when there are -- a
landowner change, the communication is very, verry
poor. We didn®"t know anything about a project.

I go down to cut the grass. 1 see stakes where
surveyors had came and cut some of my trees to get,
you know, their line through. So 1 contacted FERC
and they said, you know, I should have been
notified. But, I wasn"t. |If I see anybody else,
charge them for trespassing. | setted and waited on
people. 1 didn"t see anybody because that was

what | was going to do.

But, in the meanwhile, 1 got iIn contact
with the survey company and he said they had
permission to go from the previous landowner.
Communication s very poor. | think before you go
on anybody®s property you should know who the
landowner at that particular time, not two years

ago. You should know that. | don®"t know If that"s
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a Continental situation or a FERC or surveyors.
Whoever situation that is, they need to do that.
That"s very dangerous.

Secondly, they contact with a guy named
Andy Barkwell. 1 called Andy Barkwell. He said,
okay, we sorry. We apologize. Okay. So I called
FERC again in Washington, DC, to -- the Internal
Affairs Unit or something like that, said Mr. Perry,
go ahead and build. We planned on building a house,
build a lake; say go ahead and build. We apologize.
Don"t -- don"t let -- if nobody contacted you, don"t
let that impede you with what you want to do with
your land. I said okay.

I got my dozer out there to prepare to
build me a path to build our house. They come in
again. Let"s talk. 1 said okay. We apologize
again. But we got the engineer and we want to go to
the end of your property. We not gone come through
-—- mind you I have a 7-acre tract. The surveyor
went straight down the middle; of course, you
looking at a 50-feet easement, right? If you -- if
you familiar with the -- with the distance, 50 feet
Iin a 7-acre tract, you don"t have anything on either
side. You can®"t do anything with the land.

So my question is: If they destroy a
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tract of land like that, are they purchasing the
entire tract of land or are they just purchasing --
-—- would -- would they do that? Would they purchase
land like that, because I"m willing to sell all of
it. But, we don"t want a pipeline to come through
and destroy the whole -- i1t"s useless. It"s
useless. So, are they willing to purchase or even
-- like the Internal Affairs told me to go ahead and
build. If I iInvest In a —- im my life home, will
they be willing to relocate me, or have that even
been considered? All I°m being told is, okay, we --
we got the engineer. 1 got -- actually, 1 got a
meeting tomorrow with Andy Barkwell and a engineer,
and he"s going to try to go around my property. We
don®"t know if that happen. We got maps, but they
still changing routes, so the map®"s really no good
1T they are actually still changing routes. So we
can"t decide -- the -- the majority here can"t
decide what to do with their property or, you know,
what to do with anything. We just hurry up and wait
sort of speak. And I think the communication 1is
Very poor.

I understand you have thousands of people
that"s affected with this project. But if you

associate with the federal government or whoever,
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the Continental people or —- 1™m sure they got
plenty of people to have people to get out and
communicate, because you have -- this -- this --
first of all, i1t"s dangerous. And I"m a police
officer. And when you affect somebody property, the
situation can get very, very bad, so I just, you
know, we -- we have various situation where your
property"s being taken. Older people. Elder
people. They really don"t understand the concept;
eminent domain or what have you. So, you know,
don®"t understand that concept. All they understand
IS our property”s being taken.

So the commit i1s: Please boost up the
communication, send out maps like we requested so
we" 1l know what®"s going on.

Secondly, are they purchasing -- the
question: Are they purchasing property to relocate
actually owners to have another life sort of speak?

SHANNON JONES: In general, pipeline
companies will negotiate for that 50-foot easement,
and that"s what"s generally considered necessary to
maintain and safely operate the pipeline. They
don"t generally purchase parcels. It"s generally
just a 50-foot easement. And with limited -- the

restrictions on those easements is for permanent
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structures, but -- so you cannot place a permanent
structure on that 50-foot easement, but i1t should
not limit access to or development of the other
portions of your property.

EARNEST PERRY: 1 couldn®t build a lake or
I couldn™t built a house, that"s what they told me,
on that 50 --

SHANNON JONES: On that 50-foot easement.

EARNEST PERRY: On that 50-foot easement.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Cannot plant trees.

EARNEST PERRY: Cannot plant trees. You
can"t -- they told me 1 -- 1 can"t even grow
vegetation. 1 raise watermelons. They say | can"t
even plant them or farm on that. So what I"m saying
iIs, it"s useless. It"s no good to me at all. No
part of 1t. You go down the middle of this page
that way. You got this side and that side. Well,
this 1s a useless piece of land. 1 don"t think
anybody has really taken and considered that.

They need to consider either relocating
the people they affected when i1t Is this
detrimental. 1 know you got people with land --
with —-- with cattle and livestock or what have you,
and houses and barns. Of course, my neighbor, they

already have moved his barn. They paid to move his
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barn, build him a new barn because the pipeline was
coming straight down the center of his barn already.
So, therefore, 1 don"t think they even waiting on --
on a federal agreement. | think it"s already iIn
place, because the surveyor have came out, they have
actually spent money to move people. 1 don"t now if
they paid the previous landowner right of way fees
to come through the land to survey it. | don"t
know. They didn"t give me anything. They didn"t
even talk to me. They don"t -- they didn"t --
I think the landowner, the person 1 bought the land
from, he got rid of it because he knew the pipeline
was coming through, and I"m thinking about doing the
same thing, but 1t"d be wrong because you just don"t
do people like that. And 1 think the communication
need to be improved tremendously because it can turn
to a dangerous situation. Thank you.

JESSE BUTLER: Good evening. My name is
Jesse Butler, and 1"m here to speak today for myself
and approximately 8 or 10 other people on a 192-acre
plantation south of Florence, which we think this
pipeline might come through some part of that
192 acres. We have a lot of people living on this
192 acres now just scattered all over.

Now,
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I own 40 acres of i1t.

Now, my question is: If -- what was --
answer a lot of question, iIf the pipeline could
furnish, at least somebody on this 192 acres, a map,
a projected path of the pipeline, 1f 1t"s crossing
this 192 acres, we could see who 1t involve, whether
it go through somebody 3-acre home, you know, or
will 1t go through somebody pond.

All we need iIn Mississippi and In -- just
like Warren County over in Vicksburg, okay, when you
cross the river and west of Terry, and I believe a
gentleman spoke Terry, where we west of Terry off of
469, now 1T 1 know the projection of the route of
the pipeline through the section, 1 could explain to
everybody on the plantation this pipeline is not
gone involve us at all. It"s gone miss our 192
acres. If it"s 5 miles south of Florence off of
469, the projected path, chances are that"s gone
come through our, you know, our property.

But I don"t see anybody here. 1 don"t see anybody
here from that area. Maybe -- maybe they didn"t
know about the meeting, but 1 know them.

Now, what I would like to have, if iIt"s
feasible, 1 would like to have, just like the lady

said, 1 would like to have a map, a projected path,
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just 1n Rankin County in the section 14, 12, and 13.
That 1s where the 192 acres is located. Now if the
pipeline is gone miss this big plot of land, it may
very well go around, but if it come across it, it"s
gone involve a lot of people, and they not here.

I don"t guess they even know, because 1 read about
it in the paper.

Now, what I did receive in the mail,

I received two strange letters. One -- one plainly
-— 1t was mailed to my mailbox and it plainly said
you own this plot of land in Rankin County and would
you want to sell it for any price. And it said if
you want to take our price, what would you take for
iIt? So, now, you know, real estate people do all
that kind of stuff, too, when they want, you know,
part of your land. And I called the people to see
how serious 1t was. So they mailed me another
letter identical to it and said we would like to
purchase this land in two letters.

So, | don"t know where this had nothing to
do with the pipeline or not. But chances are this
plantation, which was bought iIn 1939, and 1 bought
mine in 1970, and chances are, look like 1 would
have been notified by now or received some type of

letter about this meeting tonight. But, I heard
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several people speak the pipeline -- the pipeline
coming through have a lot of authority over local
people, eminent domain and stuff like that, and they
not gone put the pipeline down just because it mess
up two or three people house on our plantation.

But we would like to know is 1t coming
through our big plot of land and the projected
route, the section, township and range? Who is
familiar with that? Section, township and range?

Now, i1f you could give me that tonight,

I will let you know whether it affect me or not,
because I got my deed right here, and 1 got access
to a lot of the older people deed. You know,

I could go tell them this i1s not gone affect you at
all. We don*t mind the pipeline coming through.
It"s for a good purpose. But we don®"t know where
the pipeline gone go. Some people do and some
people don"t. Some people been, you know, notified
well on 1t. Some people just don"t get the message.
So, I"m here tonight to find out as much as

I possibly can about the projected route through
Rankin County only. Not Hinds County. Not Warren
County. Just when it comes up to Rankin County, the
projected path straight across Rankin County, and

I can tell whether or not we"re involved at all.
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Do everybody understand what I"m saying?

NEIL NIXON: Afterwards we can maybe
identify it. As a general rule, any property owner
whose land should be impacted has been contacted and
we"re working with those individuals. But,
obviously, I1If we can, you know, pacify and satisfy
your concerns, maybe afterwards get with us tonight
and we"ll try to pinpoint exactly where your
property is.

JESSE BUTLER: Chances are it"s not enough
money iInvolved for the pipeline crossing to do us
any good. All we want to know, who gone be affected
by 1t? Because if you just go buy a 50-foot strip
through, 1t may go through somebody®s five acres.

It may go through somebody®s three acres. Or it may
go through somebody®s brick home that they®re about
to lose i1n foreclosure, so that add to the problem.

So, to me, that®"s a good reason why we
having this meeting tonight where we can find out
the projected path and see who gone be impacted by
It and who gone be lucky enough not to, because it
ain"t that much.

Now, Exxon done leased my land twice and
paid me the lease twice to keep anybody else from

leasing 1t, but that"s got nothing to do with the
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pipeline. But I do know where they run the line
through my property for drilling, so I want to know
how close this was gone be to that and that"s my
purpose here tonight.

SHANNON JONES: Thank you.

JESSE BUTLER: 1t may not affect us at
all.

SHANNON JONES: Yes, sir. Please state
your name for the transcriber.

WALTER AINSWORTH: Yes. Walter Ainsworth.
A-1-N-S-WO-R-T-H. My concern is about like everyone
else here, and it"s about the routing of that line.
I own 60 acres and one tract in Florence. And where
1t"s located, this line i1s going to come right
across the only house site on the property. 1 been
out there and 1 explained that to them and asked
them just to move it maybe a 150 feet off that site
and 1 can build my house. I don"t mind 1t coming
across my land, but it"s just where it"s located.

And let me go back, though, because my
first concern was when they contacted me about
running a pipeline across my property. 1 assured
them 1 had no problem with it, just when you get
ready to survey, let me know, and 1 probably gave

the gentlemen instruction, 1 know he did what he
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wanted to do, but 1 told -- 1 didn"t mind you
running across my property, but run it across the
back of 1t, not across the front. But when they ran
their route, it came right across the front of my
property. Like 1 said, the only house that I have,
I hadn®"t built, but wife and 1 plan to build.

That®s on one section.

And then 1 went down there. 1 went down
and | talked to the engineer on that spot as well.
And he said, well, we"ll see what we can do. But
today, today they met at my in-laws with some
contract, which wasn"t signed by the way, and my
wife told me the stakes are there now, but they-re
still in same place. They didn"t do iIt.

I have another tract of land about --

I believe it"s 12, 14 acres on -- in Florence.
That"s my wife"s and 1 property there, and that"s
family land, 1 believe 1t"s going to affect
approximately -- 12, 14, 5, maybe another 60 acres,
40 to 60 acres there. And what we asked them to do
was to run the line on the back of the property, you
know. Because what they done, there"s several house
site, people are going to build and it"s running
right through the middle of one of those tracts.

And that -- that was my sister-in-law, and she
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decided she wasn"t gone sign today or any other
time. | mean, they"re going to have to declare
eminent domain or whatever they®re going to do

there. That will be in court 1™m sure.

But I just would like the pipeline to work
with us a little more. Try to appease a neighbor
and take away from someone else. That"s all we ask.
I don"t have a problem coming across any of my
property, but please come across and leave my
property where I need accessibility or something,
where 1 can use it. Because they bring it through,
all 1 can use that is turn the rest of into a
pasture and -- because it"s on flood property there
too, going to a creek. So give us some respect when
you do it, and communication is all | ask you to do
communicate with you us.

I"ve had one or two calls. This meeting,
I did get a letter on this meeting, but from day
one, day one 1 received a phone call from an
attorney that was asking me about running -- well,
right of way to come across my property. That"s day
one. He assured me he would get back with me before
they surveyed. He didn"t do that. The next call
I got was a -- they had gone and staked it out on

all of 1t. And once they did that, he called me
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back and said they want to meet you down there. We
go down there and tell them I"m not satisfied with

it, and I"m still not satisftied. That"s all | ask

for.

CLYDE MCGEAGE: Has their been any
easement purchasing yet? 1™"m still at a loss there.
Have they done purchased easements?

SHANNON JONES: The negotiations for
easements are handled between the individual
landowner and the company and the FERC doesn"t
intervene iIn that process. We hope and we encourage
that it"s a fair negotiation and we encourage
landowners who are having trouble to let us know
about their issues, but we don"t have -- we don"t
engage in that process.

CLYDE MCGEAGE: How are purchasing
easements when they don"t know where It"s going to
go yet?

SHANNON JONES: The final route is not
officially approved until the FERC approves a
project. It cannot start until the FERC approves it
and approves production. Oftentimes companies will
decide to independently negotiate easements
beforehand, but that is at their own discretion and

risks.
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CLYDE MCGEAGE: In other words, a
guideline to get them started --

SHANNON JONES: Yes, sir.

CLYDE MCGEAGE: -- in that direction?

Another questions, I mean, like this compressor

station is just, I mean, they"re not -- no one has
been talking to us about it. 1 just can"t
understand that. |1 mean, 1 can see the pipeline
coming through my property. 1 don"t want a

compressor station and my community doesn-t.
It"s peaceful. 1 don"t want to see this -- they say
iIt"s a sewing machine. That"s what it sounds like
running. It"s got lights all around 1t. It"s got a
road to it, traffic coming In and out.

NEIL NIXON: Sir, I can speak on that.
I think the -- it"s my understanding, Dennis,
correct me if I1"m wrong, but your particular
property is the site of a potential proposed
compressor station if the project is ever expanded.
It"s not one of the identified compressor stations
that will be built with the pipeline at i1ts initial
construction; iIs that correct?

DENNIS EGGER: Correct.

CLYDE MCGEAGE: My bad. It was -- they

were wanting to purchase -- what do you call 1t?
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UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: An option.

CLYDE MCGEAGE: An option.

NEIL NIXON: Right now we have no plans to
build 1t, but it may in the future. We don"t know.
Nobody knows what plans are 1In the future.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Well, how does
that -- how can you come up in the future saying you
got to have it or what if you don"t know? If you
don®"t know 1t"s needed up front, why are you going
to need 1t later?

DENNIS EGGER: We have to follow FERC.
Because of the potential down the road, if they do
need more gas capacity say 5 or 10 years down the
road, or 20 years, it has to be filed as part of
this.

SHANNON JONES: It"s part of evaluating
the 1mpact of a project. We also look at any
potential expansions, and, so, it becomes part of
our analysis. Now, there are a lot of resources
here tonight, and I encourage you, after the
meeting, to go see these guys and talk with them and
to get the additional details that you need. It 1is
a great opportunity to do that.

CLYDE MCGEAGE: I hadn"t seen this lady

named Sally Stevens, 1 believe, visiting me on a
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lot. Where i1s she at tonight? Don"t she work for
yrall?

SHANNON JONES: I™m not familiar.

NEIL NIXON: She does, but we didn"t bring
the land agents here because we"re not talking right
of way agreements. This iIs about environmental
Iimpact statements or that®s what we"re here for
tonight, at FERC"s requests. The individual --
ideally, the conversations between the company and
the landowner are going to be done with -- between
company and the landowner and not in a public forum.

CLYDE MCGEAGE: As agent of the company;
IS that correct?

NEIL NIXON: Correct.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: When do you
anticipate i1t then?

NEIL NIXON: It"s ongoing.

CLYDE MCGEAGE: Every time 1 talked to
this lady, she never knows. 1 mean, she®s always,
"Well, 17011 call. 1711 call and see. [1"11 check
and see.”™ | like dealing directly instead all
these -- you get too many wires crossed up. You
agree with her with one thing or whoever you“re
dealing with. You know what 1"m saying? You know,

a third party or whatever, too much communication.
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And that®"s what 1 asked her, you know, 1 need to
deal -- 1°d like to deal with someone that knows all
the answers more.

SHANNON JONES: After we conclude the
meeting, | encourage you to try to talk with these
folks and maybe they can provide you some more
details about your parcel to try to get you some
more information.

NEIL NIXON: We have an office also 1In
Brandon, and certainly concerned landowners with
questions specific to their property, the proposed
route of the pipeline, you can certainly contact our
folks and even come over there, you know, call us up
1T that works for you as well.

SHANNON JONES: Anybody else who would
like to speak this evening? Yes, ma“am.

DAVID BURR: I™"m actually a guy.

SHANNON JONES: I™"m sorry. |1 couldn™t
see.

DAVID BURR: David Burr, B-U-R-R.

I"m going to change the subject a little bit. Near
the end of your text in the FERC report that we got,
you had a section "FERC Recommendations for

Mitigation,™ and 1 would like to know who is going

to enforce that or who Is going to be checking to
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make sure that these things are looked after or
done or accomplished by the Mid-Continental Express
Pipeline people?

SHANNON JONES: The recommendations that
FERC has provided in this document are provided to
our commissioners and they, for the most part,
become conditions to their permit, and the FERC
monitors construction will have iInspectors on site
during construction to ensure compliance with those
conditions of Mid-Continent"s approval.

DAVID BURR: So there will be people there
to enforce the 49 points?

SHANNON JONES: Yes.

DAVID BURR: Thank you.

ISAAC BURR: My name is lIsaac Burr.
I have a comment about the distance limit to the --
from the pipeline to a house. It just seems kind
of, may I use would word, ridiculous around the
country for it to be only 25 feet and not 50 or 100.
Because this man here, he can®"t even walk to his
barn. He won"t even be able to walk to his barn,
and 1t just seems kind of strange that i1t"s not
farther than 25 feet.

SHANNON JONES: | appreciate that.

There"s no law or regulation that establishes a
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defined minimum distance. We do have
recommendations, but the most part, in our
experience, we find that once a pipeline is iIn the
ground, once i1t"s restored, there is a real

impact -- there®s -- there®s few impacts on
neighboring residences.

Like I"ve said, in the low populated areas in the
United States, pipelines run through neighborhoods,
they run through cities, and in those cases they"re
often used as greenways and those sorts of things,
but they are built in matter of necessity, and --
but we do look at those distances. And whenever
pipelines runs close to homes, we look at them very
specifically to ensure that the impact will be
minimized.

Anybody else wish to speak? Yes, sir.
State your name, please.

CLIFTON REED: CHlifton Reed. |1 just
wanted to ask a question there, that after all this
pipeline is completed and these people have
sacrified all of their land and their lifestyle, and
I understand this goes all the way to Oklahoma, so
we"re not only talking about Mississippi, we"re
talking about Louisiana, parts of Oklahoma and iIn

Alabama, exactly how i1s this going to improve the
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economy and the living conditions of the United
States?

SHANNON JONES: Well, our document
discusses socioeconomic impacts. There will be
construction jobs generated during the construction
of the pipeline. The workers will need to have
lodging and food, and, so, their will be some
limited beneficial impacts throughout the
construction process. And there"s tax revenues to
counties where pipelines run through. But the
bottom line is that the project iIs -- these projects
are based on market need for energy and for
structure. And the companies, when proposed on
this, there was need for the -- for the product and
customers that are requesting it.

CLIFTON REED: That"s the very need that
I need to understand what the need is. We"re
talking about a gigantic project; in fact, two of
them. It"s not simple to do what they"re doing.
I*m just curious about it, because there"s a lot of
sacrifice here for property and right now there
doing sizemograph on my property for the exploration
of gas, so there®"s going to be more pipeline
proposals in the future.

SHANNON JONES: On the very top level of
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it, the only thing 1 can say iIs we, as a country,
are using more energy. Every day we are using more
energy and the industry is building projects to
accommodate the increase In need. We"re building
pipelines. We"re building power plants. We"re
looking into wave energy. We"re looking at all
sorts of alternative energy as well, but gas
continues to be and probably will be, for a long
time, a major component of power generation.

CLIFTON REED: They have proposed about
20 power plants in the State of Mississippi to burn
natural gas in the last 10 years. 1 don"t know how
many"s completed or not completed or what.

WAYNE PETRY: 1 think as individuals we
just kind of feel like we"re not being treated
fairly. We all recognize the need for natural gas.
We all hop in our SUV"s and head home tonight and
burn gas. The way we"re treated and the way we"re
being represented by the federal government is a lot
to be desired. You know, we"re left out there in
the cold. We"re fighting the big boys. We"re all
individuals. The negotiations are separate. YT all
are not representing us. Nobody goes out and buys a
bunch of leases because something might happen.

I asked the question at the Gulf South
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meeting: When was the last time a project of this
magnified was denied? It"s not going to happen.
There®s going to be some little variations here and
there. We all know it"s going to happen. For grown
men to look at my wife and 1 in the eye and tell us
that a 42-inch 1200 PSI natural gas pipeline is not
going to decrease the value of our house and tell us
that with a straight face and say that in a court of
law, 1If there"s a house just like ours down the road
somebody®s not going to take that into effect and
they don®"t want to compensate for that. We"re not
getting represented by y*"all. We"re not. Maybe
iIt"s the big picture. We"re individuals. [I"m not
blaming them. They"re trying to run a business.

I don"t blame them one bit.

SHANNON JONES: Okay.

CLYDE MCGEAGE: One more real quick
comment. 1 have a real problem with companies, not
Jjust Mid-Continent but all these other pipelines,
having access to the eminent domain law, when
I don"t believe, correct me if 1*m wrong, the
profits that they make operating, or whoever
operates the line, are subject to no regulation.
Here in Mississippi and most places, you know, the

companies that utilize the eminent domain are
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subjected to some form of regulation like the public
service commission or somebody regulates their
profits. And if these companies are, in fact,
subject to no regulation regarding to that"s the
amount of money they could charge, the amount of
money that they can make, they using the eminent
domain law to get by us with little or nothing and
then they"re making all the profits that can make
the other end, 1 have real problem with that.

SHANNON JONES: The tariffs and the rates
that the natural gas companies charge is regulated
by FERC.

CLYDE MCGEAGE: It 1s?

SHANNON JONES: Yes, sir.

CLYDE MCGEAGE: Good.

SHANNON JONES: It"s not a portion of
FERC"s work that I am familiar with. However,

I couldn™t get into the specifics.

CLYDE MCGEAGE: There is a regulatory
agency that will regulate the profits that they make
off of this pipeline using the eminent domain law to
obtain the land.

SHANNON JONES: Yes, sir. FERC regulates
that.

CLYDE MCGEAGE: Can we request that they
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put meters on that pipeline, on our tract of
property so we cant get a percentage of everything
that goes through those pipes? Do we get a benefit
out of everything they"re making?

SHANNON JONES: I don"t know that that"s
feasible.

CLYDE MCGEAGE: They"re taking our right
of way. Why can"t we get meters put in them?

(Uncontrollable comments made by the
audience.)

SHANNON JONES: Is there anybody else who
wishes to speak this evening? We"ll still be here
afterwards for further discussion.

(No responses.)

SHANNON JONES: Is there anybody else who
wants to voice some concerns on the record? This
would be last call?

(No responses.)

SHANNON JONES: Okay.-

CLYDE MCGEAGE: Excuse me.

SHANNON JONES: Yes, sir.

EDWARD MAHALITC: 1 want to say something
about a -- something about this compressor station
on my property, I"ve got to file something by a

third person, correct? Legally?
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SHANNON JONES: If you want to voice a
concern, all you have to do i1s say It here or write
the FERC a letter and we will specifically address
your 1issue.

(No responses.)

SHANNON JONES: Okay. |If there are no
more speakers for the record, I*1l go ahead and
conclude the formal portion of this meeting.

I thank you all for coming tonight and
offering your concerns and issues and we"ll remain
to speak with you further after we conclude here.
Thank you.

(End of proceedings.)
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