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PROCEEDINGS

DOUG SIPE: Well, good evening,
everybody. 1711 try to make this as short as I
can, but it is for you to give us your comments.
And 1 know there"s a big game in town tonight. 1
hope anybody doesn®t mind, but 1 took LSU minus or
plus a points the tonight. No, I"m rooting for
you, I"m Penn Stater, so | hope Ohio State does it.

On behalf of the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission referred to as "FERC"™ 1 would
like to welcome all of you tonight. My name is
Douglas Sipe, 1 am an outreach manager for the
Division of Gas, Engineering and Environment in the
Office of Energy Projects at Ferc.

This is a public comment meeting on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. A lot of
you probably received this big old document In the
mail or in CD form, so | hope that everyone got
this. If you did not receive one, talk to the
ladies out at the sign-in table tonight.

Let the record show that the Public
Comment Meeting began at 6:04 p.m. on January 7,
2008. Tonight 1 am assisting the Environmental
Project Manager, Laura Turner, who 1 believe is in

I1linois tonight for the Draft EIS Public Comment

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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Meetings for the Rockies Express East Pipeline
Project. We are holding a total of nine (9) public
meetings this week across the project area, with
three separate teams staffed by the Commission
Staff and our Environmental Consultant ICF
International and Entrix.

There®s a meeting tonight in
Missouri, tonight in Indiana, and one here in Ohio.
And then tomorrow night i1t goes from -- Is there
two In Missouri, Is there two in Missouri, one or?
One iIn Missouri. Okay. So there"s to in Illinois
this week, one in Missouri, three in Indiana, and
three here i1n Ohio.

Representatives from ICF and Entrix
are here helping me tonight. Let me introduce
Thomas Cuddy, sitting up here to the left, Jennifer
Thomas, who Is seated at the -- was at the sign-in
table where you came in, Trevor Loveday, and Ann
Allen, they"re all -- they"re with Entrix.

ICF and Entrix are consulting firms
assisting us and producing the EIS for this
project. We also have Gery Bauman, our regional
community assistance and technical service, CATS
manager with the U.S. Department of Transportation

Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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Administration.

PHMSA staff takes an active role on
safety during the EIS process and the construction
operation of these natural gas pipeline projects.
Mr. Bauman will answer any questions that you may
have for him tonight.

The Ferc i1s an independent agency
that regulates the interstate transmission of
electricity, natural gas, and oil. Ferc reviews
proposals and authorizes construction of iInterstate
natural gas pipelines, storage facilities, and
liquified natural gas terminals, as well as the
licensee and inspection of hydroelectric projects.

The purpose of the Commission is to
protect the public and energy customers assuring
that regulated energy companies are acting within
the law.

We are located in Washington, D.C.,
just north of the United States capital building.
Ferc has up to five commissioners who are appointed
by the President of the United States with the
advice and consent of the Senate. Commissioners
serve five-year terms and have the equal vote on
regulatory matters. One member of the Commission

IS designated by the President to serve as the

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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Chair in the Ferc"s Administrative head. Ferc has
approximately 1200 staff employees. Right now our
Chairman is Commissioner Joseph T. Kelliher.

The Ferc is the lead federal agency
responsible for the National Environmental Policy
Act 1969, NEPA, review of the Rockies Express East
Pipeline Project and the lead agency for
preparation of the EIS.

NEPA requires Ferc to analyze the
environmental iImpacts, consider alternatives, and
provide appropriate mitigation measures on the
proposed project.

The U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the I1llinois
Department of Agriculture, and the National
Resource Conservation Service are participating as
cooperating agencies with us In the EIS. We thank
them, and without our cooperating agencies our job
becomes a lot harder. And, again, 1 cannot say it
enough to our cooperating agencies for providing us
input for our Environmental Impact Statement.

The Rockies Express East Pipeline
Project i1s a joint venture among Kinder Morgan
Energy Partners, Sempra Pipelines and Storage and

Conoco-Phillips.

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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On April 30th, 2007, Rockies Express
filed an application under Section 7 of the Natural
Gas Act in Docket Number CP-07-208 to construct and
operate new natural gas facilities including 640
miles of 42 inch diameter pipeline, in Missouri,
I1linois, Indiana and Ohio. Seven compressor
stations totalling 225,000 horsepower compression
in auxiliary areas are also proposed.

The project i1s covered In more
detail 1n the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

The purpose of tonight®s meeting 1is
to provide each of you with the opportunity to give
us your comments on the Draft EIS and for us to
answer any questions you may have regarding the
Ferc process or about the project in general.

We are here tonight to learn from
you. I1t"1l help us most i1If your comments are as
specific as possible regarding the proposed project
and the Draft EIS.

IT you wish to speak tonight, please
sign the speakers list. Speakers list is at the
sign-in table where everyone came in. Well, 1 saw
some people entering from over here on the side, so
iIT you didn"t see he sign-in table you need to go

back out and we have some information there for

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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you.

IT you don"t wish to speak tonight,
there are also forms, and there®"s many other ways
that you can provide us comments. We have a form
out there that you can provide us written comments
and hand "em to us tonight, and we have actually
ways, we have electronic filing information out
there, if you want to e-file comments to Ferc, we
have instructions on how to do that, also.

During our review of the project we
assembled information from a variety of sources,
including Rockies Express, you, the public, other
state, local and federal agencies, and our own
independent analysis and field work. We analyzed
this information and prepared a Draft EIS that will
be distributed to the public, that as distributed
to the public for comment.

A notice of availability of the
Draft EIS was issued for this project on November
23rd, 2007.

We are In the midst of a 45-day
comment period on the Draft EIS. The formal
comment period will end on January 14, 2008. 1t 1is
during this period that we receive comments on the

Draft EIS. All written comments received during

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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this time period or verbally tonight will be
addressed in the final EIS.

We ask that you provide comments as
soon as possible in order to give us time to
analyze and research the issues and provide an
adequate response.

I would like to add that Ferc
strongly encourages electronic filing of any
comments. The instructions for this can be located
on our website at www.Ferc.gov under the e-filing
link.

There is a problem with the e-filing
link and we are getting a lot of -- a lot of
comments on that. Originally when 1t was designed
there was spot up on top of the e-filing page where
you need to put a company name in there. It was
designed poorly and it is going to be changed here
real soon. There®s a new comment called ""Quick
Comment™ being launched at Ferc real soon. But if
you go on the e-filing link, make sure -- there"s
instructions there now to fix that where you can
just put "individual™ in there or you can name
yourself something, but there has to be something
in that block. When you go on the e-filing page

you"ll see what 1"m talking about.

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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IT you received a copy of the Draft
EIS, either in paper or CD, you will automatically
receive a copy of the final EIS. If you did not
get a copy of the draft and would like to get a
copy of the final, please sign the attendance list
at the sign-in table and provide your name and
address and we" 1l make sure you get a copy of the
final EIS.

I do these projects all over the
country and it is one of the hardest things to keep
up with is the mailing list for these projects,
it"s constantly changing. So if you did not
receive something, | apologize, and I"m sure the
company apologizes, because they want you to get
their information, also. But it"s a constant with
new houses being put in and people changing
address, we always get -- 1t"s a constant flow of
in-mail and back return to us. So we apologize if
you did not receive something if you didn"t.

The EIS is not a decision document,
It 1s being prepared to advise the Commission and
to disclose to the public environmental impact of
the construction and operation of the proposed
project. When it is completed the Commission will

consider the environmental information from the

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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Draft EIS, along with the non-environmental issues,
such as engineering, markets, and rates iIn making
iIts decision to approve or deny a certificate,
which will be Ferc®s authorization for this
project.

We hear this throughout the whole
project, this is not a dune deal. Don"t let
anybody tell you that. This project is not a dune
deal. 1t"s route right now. You may have on your
property right now, 1t may change. It may remain
the same, but this is a Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. There"s still a lot of time for change.

There 1s no review of Ferc®s
decisions by the President or Congress maintaining
Ferc®s independence as a regulatory agency 1in
providing for fair and unbiased decisions.

IT the Commission votes to approve
the project and a certificate of public convenience
and necessity iIs issued to Rockies Express, we"ll
be required to meet certain conditions as outlined
in the certificate. |If you look in the back of
this EIS In Section 5 1 do believe, you"ll see
there"s a 150 roundabout conditions in this
environmental document. That means that they have

to comply with everyone of those conditions before

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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they“"re able to construct this project.

It"s a good bit. This project is
pretty large, and but it is a good bit of
conditions, they still have a lot of work to do.
You can look at those iIn the EIS.

The Ferc environmental staff will
monitor the project through construction and
restoration performing on-site inspections to
ensure environmental compliance with the conditions
of the Ferc certificate.

Our cooperating agencies will use
the final EIS iIn support of their permitting
efforts.

Gary -- Again, Gery Bauman is here.
I did, he -- 1 do have a spot on here that he was
gonna speak, but he"s really here to answer any of
your questions you may have on safety tonight. So
1T you guys have some questions during your
presentation, he*ll be here to answer “"em for you.

I like to point out to the audience
that there are Rockies Express representatives here
to answer your questions, and they have broad
detailed maps of the pipe line route. They did
bring two different sets of pipeline maps. The one

i1s what our Draft EIS goes off of. That"s what we

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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looked at when we did our Draft EIS. Since then
they®ve made some tweaks to the route, and they
have those new alignment sheets out there, also.

So, again, this project is
constantly changing throughout, and I know that"s
frustrating, but we"re here to try to keep you guys
up on the information.

1*d appreciate if you talk to them
iIT you need to and look at the maps in the back of
the room after formal portion of the meeting
concludes.

We will now begin the important part
of the meeting with your comments. When your name
iIs called, please step up to the microphone, state
your name for the record. Your comments will be
transcribed by a court reporter to ensure that we
get an accurate record of your comments.

A transcript of this meeting will be
placed in the public record at Ferc so that
everyone has access to the information collected
here tonight.

Do I have the speakers®™ list? Yeah,
when people come up to speak, they have to walk up
to the podium. I know it"s a little bit

intimidating for people who don"t like to public

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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speak, but we have to get your comments transcribed
by the court reporter and that"s really the only
way we"re able to do that. So we can"t really have
-— 1"l answer as many questions as you want me to,
but you have to come up and ask the question.
Every time you come up to the mic, state your name
for the record, and then 1711 answer anything you
want. But we can®"t have a bunch of cross-talk,
"cause the court reporter will be throwing
something at me from behind.

First speaker 1 have is Ray Grudier.

RAY GRUDIER: Close.

DOUG SIPE: Close. 1711 butcher
names.

RAY GRUDIER: 1t"s Raymond Grudier.

COURT REPORTER: Could you spell
your last name?

RAY GRUDIER: G-r-u-d-i-e-r.

RAYMOND GRUDIER

RAY GRUDIER: 1 just wrote this down
so i1t would be easier to get everything out that I
want to say. 1 live in Byesville, Ohio, and the
first thing iIs you said it"s not a dune deal. |
really wonder, you know, where you guys are at with

iIt, because about two miles from my house theyT"re

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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stockpiling thousands and thousands of feet of pipe
at Timko Oil, which means they"re going with the
project. So what you said just don*t really look
real even.

Anyway, as going down through here 1
see there®s been, as far as 1 can tell, no real
safety measures in place for this thing. On my
property 1 have a high pressure gas line going
through my property now, which 1 was allowed to tap
onto, which according to this they say you can"t
tap onto a high-pressure line. 1 have one tapped
on running Into my house, took four regulators but
they did 1t. Also, there i1s a high voltage
transmission line. This is going from in between.
IT anything happens to that we got a heck of an
explosion or a lot of major damage out there. So,
you know, where it"s at looks real bad.

Also there®"s a pond down there that
I don"t know if it*"ll affect. They"re gonna take
trees out which is definitely not good for the
environment.

And the other thing, just in general
here, Rockies has not ever talked to me, period.

So if they say they have been trying to negotiate,

they"re way off base. |1 have had one man come to

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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my house, 1 was in the shower, my wife talked to
him, this was months and months ago, and no one has
contacted me since. | have mailings that said they
would contact me, no one has. When 1 contacted
their attorney, basically he was too busy to talk
to me. And the receptionist hung up on me. 1
said, 1 have to talk to him, they said they"re
gonna sue me, so | need to talk to him. This is
what they said to do, 1"m doing i1t. So she hung
up, said, can"t do it. So they"re not being very
cooperative either anyway shape or form from what 1
could see on this.

And i1f you look at the document they
sent they sent one to my wife. Her name is not on
the deed. Her name is spelled incorrectly, the
first and last name, before we were married. We"ve
been married for 12 and a half years. So in 12 and
a half years they can"t find enough data to see if
we"re married, they“re not looking very good. So
that made me think this is not a very good company
and they"re not trying very hard.

Also the dates on the papers, which
I brought with me if anybody wants to see, says
that they sent mailings on these dates. 1 never

got mailings on these dates. The court document

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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that they sent states the same thing. And there 1is
nothing In their court document to show that I got
anything on that date. So even the court documents
IS wrong.

So I think we"re dealing with a very
bad company and they should be watched very, very
closely, because 1 think they are not on the up and
up, and 1f you®"re going along with them you®"re not
either.

DOUG SIPE: 1 can answer the first
part about the pipe storage, and 1 do agree with
you, when you start seeing pipe roll into town that
you assume It 1s a dune deal.

Infrastructure throughout this
country is at basically an all-time high, and the
pipe mills are completely stuffed with pipelines,
with pipe; that they have to get i1t out of their
mills, they have to take i1t somewhere. It is
basically a gamble that companies are taking,
ordering their pipe beforehand and then bringing it
to, you know, to wherever they store 1t. They"d
have to store it on their own property or buy the
property. It"s somewhat different than what we"re
analyzing in the document. But pipeline companies

are doing that all throughout the country where the

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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mills basically say if you want your pipe you"ve
got to take it now, and if you don"t put your order
in soon enough you®"re not gonna have your pipe for
your project if you do get it approved. So that is
-—- we"re hearing that through, you know, from a lot
of different comments throughout the country about
that. It is what it i1s, it"s a gamble by the
company .

Next speaker on the list, Ron
Fuller.

RONALD FULLER

RON FULLER: Good evening, ladies
and gentlemen. Pick up the mic?

DOUG SIPE: Yeah, sorry, we“re gonna
have to pick up the mic. We"re supposed to have a
mic down there, but --

RON FORNI: You don"t mind if I turn
around to the crowd?

DOUG SIPE: No, you have to address,

RON FORNI: Okay. We"ll do i1t that
way. | appreciate you gentlemen being here and
taking the time. 1 feel a little uncomfortable
with the Rex officials sitting behind me. This

outfit has lied to me more than anybody that 1°ve

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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dealt with In my entire life, and 1°ve got gray
hair. A gentleman -- i1t may not be a dune deal,
but they“"re planning on it being a dune deal. And
they have a list for these men and women that are
out here. You"re coming across me, you-ve
contacted me one time, Rex, and I had to contact
you one time by telephone to ask you what you were
offering me and you didn*"t tell me, so | contacted
you again, and you still haven®t come up with a
figure there. And you don"t know you®"ll treat me
fair.

You won"t talk to me about the
timber that they"re coming through, the hardware

timber. Some of it has got a thousand plus board

feet per tree. |1 cut down my own pine trees and
built my own cabin. 1"ve been 40 years
constructing a cabin and getting i1t grown. 1 just

have 1t finished up. The cabin was being finished
today. The good wife is finishing 1t up with
varnish.

And I don®"t want you coming through
a wildlife area and an awfully good timber area.
also own the gas oil rights on that.

Besides that, and the thing that

really concerns me, and Rex has refused to talk to

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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me. Now they"re buying in the neighbors on each
side of me, so they think they can put the pinches
on me, they won"t talk to me about coal reserves.

And, gentlemen, 1"m the guy that owns “"em. And in
case you guys didn*t know, coal i1s 1500 ton to the
acre a foot. 1 happen to have parts of two veins.
Now on the one vein it was sold years ago, the
Pittsburgh 8, but I still own the stripping rights
to 1t. And the stripping rights are more valuable
than the coal was originally anyway.

I grow my own coal, 1 planned on
stripping it. The coal company was going to
re-drill 1t and check, wants nothing now to do with
It because of the Rex company specifically. |1
still plan on stripping it. They own not one tree
up underneath the line, 1 did get that much
information out of “em.

Now when they come to Bob Murray®s
line, and my brother-in-law, Jerry Taylor is Bob
Murray"s right-hand man, and they spent a lot of
time here recently flying back and forth to Utah in
their Israeli jet, but the bottom line iIs Rex got
stopped there, for whatever reason. Let"s not try
to run over top the little guys like me out there.

And when 1 told them they were gonna

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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be using eminent domain and do whatever they wanted
they kind of grind and nodded at me, and that"s
exactly what they®ve done so far.

Then 1 received a summons the other
night. The Saturday night after dark my wife went
to the door. Someone asked her, "Is this the
Fuller residence?” Handed her a bag of -- a folder
or something and ran. Didn"t even identify
themselves and say who they were and ran, and I
know a couple of other people that the same type of
thing has happened, on a Saturday or Sunday even,
one of them was 10:00 o"clock at night. This is a
jJoke.

By to the coal, i1t"s 1500 ton to the
acre a foot. 1 drill 30 inches of coal, two and a
half feet, that"s 3000 ton to two foot. 3750 ton.
And the last report 1 had to coal to individual was
anywhere from a $1.00 to $3.00 a ton, and those
figures are as much as three or 10 years old. Now
we"re looking at some coins, guys. And not no
$2800 per lineal acre. And play games with me on
the lineal acres, because an acre is 43,560 square
foot. | don"t care if 1t"s one foot wide by 43,000
feet long or two foot wide and half that. 1 don"t

care 1T 1t"s circle.

202-347-3700 Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 800-336-6646
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Gentlemen, we need your help and we
need her now and there®s not a lot of people here.
Thank®s for your time.

DOUG SIPE: Thank you, sir, for your
comments. We do not -- Ferc as iIn general does not
regulate right-of-way agents, we regulate the
companies themselves. Sometimes we wish we could
regulate the right-of-way agents. And this not --
You know, this isn"t any place in the country that
we"re getting complaints about right-of-way agents.

Now I know on big pipeline projects
such as this one you"re gonna -- you know it could
be the best right-of-way agent in the world and
you"re gonna get some, you know, negative feedback
from that, from the public dealing with that
right-of-way agent.

We have been working very, very hard
with Rex and with every other regulating company
throughout the United States on training their
right-of-way agents. And what they“re right-of-way
agents are doing when we"re hearing some of these
comments coming from the public what they"re doing
for us. | mean we have a process set in place for
an industry to come through, provide us a good

application and, you know, put pipe iIn the ground,
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iIf 1t"s a good project.

What"s happening in general i1s these
right-of-way agents in the beginning are causing
some problems if they don"t understand the Ferc
process i1n general. And believe me if you“re
getting threats of eminent domain, that"s Number 1
thing we want to see In a comment letter to Ferc,
because that does happen.

These companies do have the right to
use eminent domain It the Commission votes for this
project, votes "yes' for this project, not until
then. So if you"re getting threats of eminent
domain, and this is how we"re gonna come across
your land, that®"s the kind of information we need
to know, and then we can come down on the companies
for that.

I understand this i1s a very hard
process for a lot of people. 1 deal with natural
gas pipelines every day, you guys don"t, or maybe
some of you do. The negotiation process is very
hard. We don"t -- 1 can give you advice on how to
negotiate a pipeline project coming across your
property, but 1 can*t tell you exactly how to do
it, Ferc does not provide that service. 1

understand that that®"s somewhat difficult.
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But, again, we"re here for the
public, so If you guys have those concerns about
right-of-way agents and such, please provide us
those comments. |If you don"t provide "em to us
sometimes we don"t know that they"re happening.

Next speak, Jerry Smith.

JERRY SMITH

JERRY SMITH: 1°m a resident of
Sumerton or Somerset Township, Sumerton, Ohio,
Belmont County. [It"s not directly affecting my
land, but i1t is directly affecting echo system that
I live in. And a lot of other little issues like,
okay, 1T somebody with a backhoe gets this 42 inch
high pressure pipeline, how big iIs the fire gonna
be and how long is it gonna last, “cause a backhoe
puts a one to three inch hole in it. There"s,
what, 17 and a half miles of pipeline, 42 inches
by, what, 1400 PSI, good engineer can tell me how
long that fire is gonna be running, “cause my local
first responders cannot cope with this. In fact,
all four counties that surround this area cannot
cope with this. We don"t have that ability and we
need knowledge instantly. In fact, my local fire
chief said, we"re gonna be evacuating, that"s all

we can do. And then who is responsible for the
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clean up, 1 hope i1t"s not the taxpayer, because
we"re already maxed out. That"s one iIssue.

You change my echos here and you"re
going to cause problems for, like the people who
depend on deer for sustenance. Family sometimes
harvests eight or nine deer, sometimes more if It"s
a bigger family and that®"s what they get for meat
for the year. |If you put a big gash through the
migratory path and fence i1s up, well, deer don"t
cross those things well, sometimes they do though.

You know, it"s gonna change the
quality for some people, and this is a secondary
ripple to all of this, but who"s gonna be
responsible for that. And I mean this iIs a big
issue with some people.

The last thing that 1 want to say
Is, and 1 had discussions with the Amish community
and | have dealt with them during the Canadian
trans Canada pipeline situation. Ferc really may
not have the ability, yet alone Rex, to negotiate
with "em since they are an order; that their Bishop
owns everything. Yep, separation of church and
state.

And they believe that this pipeline

IS subording God"s gift. 1I1"m just telling you what
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they stated to me, because they don"t want to come
this far, and 1t"s late for them in the day, and
they get up when the sun does, and they go to bed
about the same time the sun goes down, and they are
concerned about this. And somebody has to come up
with a really constitutionally sound answer to
that. And I think this may be beyond Rex and
Ferc®s ability.

And that"s all 1 really have to say,
other than the fact that they“"re not going on my
property, but they are changing my world, and
that"s the reason I moved to where I"m at. Thank
you .

DOUG SIPE: Thank you, sir. Richard
Sidwell.

RICHARD SIDWELL

RICHARD SIDWELL: Thank you. My
name is Richard Sidwell, that"s R-i-c-h-a-r-d
S-i-d-w-e-1-1_. I"m here representing -- 1"m the
treasurer of Raven Rocks, Incorporated in Belmont
County. What 1°d like to do is to ask you to
seriously consider re-routing a line around a large
property which we own in Belmont County, and 1711
explain why we"re making that request.

Last fall we sent a letter to Ferc
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which we filed with -- got no response, but 1 want
to make sure that that letter is on the record, so
111 read that fTirst.

"The proposed route to the Rockies
Express Pipeline would cross a very special place
in Belmont County, Ohio. With beautiful rock
formations, known since the 19th Century in this
areas as ""The Raven Rocks."™

In 1970 the Raven Rocks land was at
risk of being sold for coal strip mining. A group
of 19 of us, young at the time at an average of 25
and with little financial resources but inspired by
the natural beauty of the Raven Rocks, set out to
protect 1t. Toward that end we formed Raven Rocks,
Incorporated. And over the intervening 37 years we
have donated our time to raise and sell Christmas
trees to purchase the initial 847 acres the city
ravines hill and woodlands to make them a permanent
wilderness preserve.

Our intention has been to establish
and preserve our public value through private
voluntary means. We have continued to add ravine
in the Important watershed area to the Raven Rocks
Preserve which currently stands at about 1260

acres.
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Public education and outreach had
been a primary focus of Raven Rocks, Incorporated
since the beginning. Early in the history of Raven
Rocks we were aware of a variety of environmental
threats, including the threat of climate change for
the burning of fossil fuels.

We have accordingly added a variety
of projects focused on demonstrating options for a
more sustainable lifestyle. These include
underground solar heated homes, solar and wind
generation electricity composting toilets, solar
water heating, and super insulation of existing
homes.

In our effort to create a
sustainable wilderness preserve we have planted
several species of hardwood trees and have
encouraged natural recourse space over much of the
total acreage.

We believe that putting the pipeline
through Raven Rocks would significantly compromise
the integrity of the preserve. The proposed route
crosses the property at its widest point. That
point is at almost a mile and three quarters long,
and thus ruins the considerable slot for

regenerating mixed hardwood forest. It also
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crosses two major creeks through a high, high
bluffs at each -- We urge that an alternative route
in eastern Ohio be chosen.

1*d like to make two additional
points. One i1s about the creek crossings. On each
end of the Raven Rocks property there are very
steep valleys below Raven Rocks and creek
crossings. In order to make the crossings the
construction process i1s much complicated. They
have to dig deeper in order to get to approach both
creeks and to come up from either side. They"ve
already, in the proposal, so far the proposed maps
that we"ve seen, they"ve asked for more than the
normal width, the right of way, iIn order to pile
dirt and debris, and because they know it"s gonna
be a very difficult -- both of those would be a
difficult process.

To skirt our property would
presumably eliminate those very costly and tricky
crossings by, by going either north and south and
avoiding those deep creek areas.

One of the -- 1 just want to read a
short section from our Articles of Incorporation
which indicate that the purpose for owning this

land. One of our purposes when we formed the
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corporation In 1970. "To purchase, preserve and
protect an area of land known as Raven Rocks and
its environments. To, make parts of area -- open
to the public, whether with fee or not, and we do
not charge any fees. To develop a new -- said
total area according to sound, ecological planning
and principles. To provide private areas for the
creations of enterprises -- fossil projects.”

One indication of the value of this
property in southern Belmont County is the fact
that -- Bob Murray®s name was mentioned earlier, we
negotiated with Robert Murray and the American
Energy Corporation to minimize that and in fact
eliminate much of the proposed damage that might
have been, might have occurred on that property
from the Longwell Mining that is occurring there
presently.

They"ve revised their mining plan to
miss six of those seven major ravines on that
property in order to protect it, "cause they knew
that 1t was a good public relations move. Bob
Murray grew up in Belmont County, he knew the Raven
Rocks area, he knew i1t historically, he knew the
beauty and the value, and he said I"m gonna do what

I can do to protect this area for the future.
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That gives i1t a clear indication
that this, that the value of this property is
significant locally. And as | say, having the
pipeline come right across the middle of it we feel
compromises the integrity of the wilderness
preserve. Thank you.

DOUG SIPE: Thank you, sir. One
second, sir. You asked if there"s -- a lady in the
audience asked 1f there was a comment on the last
speaker. We have his comments. He said he filed
them back in November of last year, 1 do believe,
and I"m gonna check, but I believe -- This is not
my project. 1°m coming out to do the meeting for
1t, but I1"m gonna check to see if It was addressed
in the EIS itself.

The comment that 1 would have is the
alternative -- anybody that has an alternative that
they believe that should be applied to this
project, please file that information with us.

Just -- It"s more beneficial for everyone involved
1T you just don"t, you know, tell us that you want
an alternative route, but If it Is your property or
a property that you®re representing, tell us, you
know, tell us what that alternative route should be

and then we"l1l look into that. Sir.
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JAMES WITMER

JAMES WITMER: My name is James
Witmer, W-i-t-m-e-r. |1 am pleased to have the
honor to address you as representatives of the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.

DOUG SIPE: Good, thank you.

JAMES WITMER: My wife, Rachel and
I, along with my daughter and son-in-law and nephew
and his wife own a beautiful tract of land in
Belmont County. And the way I see it, you are the
only party who can protect our beautiful land from
the devastating effects that Rex Pipeline proposes.

This last year my wife and 1 took a
car trip out west. We knew that Wyoming had
tremendous coal reserves. We were astonished. We
drove mile after mile along a railway watching
trains, one mile long, go every 15 minutes, loaded
with coal. And this iIs my impression that this is
non-regulated use of non-renewable energy.

This is energy that was created
millions of years ago, basically, directly or
indirectly by sun, water, and air wind, and this is
being consumed like there is no tomorrow.

I think it is the responsibility of

the Federal Energy Regulatory Committee to see that
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that energy is used In a judicious manner, not only
for immediately needs and this generation, but for
generations to come and for centuries not decades.

The Rex Pipeline is proposed as a
profitable project for a few people. And there are
plenty of existing pipelines to consume gas faster
than we should be consuming gas. 1t would be my
impression that it would be more judicious for the
Ferc to emphasize the use, direct use of sun,
water, and the wind for energy and preserve these
reserves that have taken millions of years to
accumulate for more emergency situations.

We hope that you will have the
insight, the courage, the wisdom and the local
vanacular do to this.

DOUG SIPE: Thank you. Next speaker
1s Jerry Witmer.

JERRY WITMER

JERRY WITMER: Good evening. My
name is Jerry Witmer, J-e-r-r-y W-i-t-m-e-r. | am
the nephew of Dr. Jim Witmer who just spoke, and
I"m also part owner of Captunic Creek Reserve,
which is just south of Barnesville near Raven Rocks
which you heard from previously tonight.

I would like to thank you for
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allowing us to air our opinions tonight. | think
It"s important that common people or landowners can
be heard.

And 1 would just like to say that 1
am a high school biology teacher, and 1 have been
in with this land-holding project for 10 years, we
purchased the land in "98, 1998, and I"ve taken
numerous youth groups and school classroom students
down to this property, which is a beautiful tract
of land with lots of old growth hardwood trees.

And 1 can tell you the great affect it"s had on
kids that I"ve taken down there and the learning
experience that has taken place.

And this project will pretty much
cut a wide smock of destruction through the most
beautiful part of our property, and it will greatly
alter the affects of the future of our children, of
what will happen, what can happen there in the
future. And 1 would just like to say that 1 think
our natural resources can be put to better use for
alternative energies, and 1 think economically
there®s a greater return for that.

And 1 can tell you as a science
teacher who has studied, has a Masters Degree in

Natural Resources Management and a Masters Degree
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In Science Education, that this is not a project
that 1s good for the environment, but is
economically good, and there are better
alternatives. Thank you.

DOUG SIPE: Thank you. Carol

Costello.
CAROL COSTELLO
CAROL COSTELLO: Yes, my name 1is
Carol Costello. 1°ve -- That"s C-o-s-t-e-I1-1-0,

we"re Pleasant City, Ohio, and my issue is putting
this gas line underneath the 750,000 volt power
line, which they"re doing for about 40 miles,
through Guernsey County into probably Belmont
County, but they said, R-e-x said, that our land is
already compromised and that is why they®re putting
It there.

We already have 8 inch gas line,
this power line, and now we"re gonna have this 42
inch gas line going through. And I wrote to you
and suggested, because there®"s gonna be a
compressor station at Tannersville, Ohio, and 1|
suggested you go through a high-power land, which
Is east of Tannersville, where there"s no
residences. There"s nothing there for miles and

miles and not go through residential areas.
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Now, 1 was told that there would be
an engineer here tonight that could tell me what
kind of destruction will be caused when this
explodes, and it"s going to explode down the road.
I put a billboard out there showing one iIn Noble
County that exploded in "83. They also had an
explosion in "50 and "49. 1It"s gonna explode
sooner or later.

These towers are aluminum, you®ve
got all these high intensity volts going through
there. There®s schools within quarter miles, half
miles. What"s this gonna do to the residence?
It"s like we don"t amount to anything, because --
Bill Werks from R-e-x told me, right before
Christmas, "1 said, how can you guys be writing
checks to the farmers around here when you haven®t
even been approved yet? He said, "We will be
approved in January. Do you think we would be
sending millions of dollars here in Ohio if we
weren"t gonna be certified.” That"s the way
they"re talking to us.

Now I think this is not only a
safety issue, a whole mass security issue, all this
on top of each other. They"re going over and under

and going -- Within a one farm they"re go under
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that pipe or under that power line. It doesn™t
make any sense.

It looks like they sat in an office
somewhere and drew a line across the United States,
and they took into no consideration of the natural
things they"re gonna destroy. It"s easy to sit in
an office and draw a line across the map. You"ve
got to get out there on foot and see and look at
the land.

They probably had to pay Ohio Power
more money to go through that, but that land has
already been stripped, deeply. They had that big
muskie down there. So that land would be
underneath Guernsey County.

We"ve got underground mines. The
explosion there in Noble County was caused by a
landslide, and we -- Guernsey County is riddled
with underground mines, which are gonna have
sinkholes. That"s all my -- that"s all my
comments. Thank you.

DOUG SIPE: Thank you. When a
pipeline company initially starts routing a project
from Point A to Point B, we like, and it"s set up
in our regulations that they look for existing

rights of way, whether it be a power line, a road,
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an existing pipeline. We ask them to look for
existing infrastructure. So, In other words, where
we don"t have pipelines just going across
everywhere, you know, just creating their own right
of way. So that"s the one reason why they look for
existing rights of way, because we ask them to.

Not all the time is that existing
right of way that they"re looking at a good one.
That"s what we"re analyzing.

The Ohio Power land, 1 will look
into that for you, and we will address your
comments in the final EIS. But that"s one reason
-- that"s what they do, they look for existing
rights of way.

Again, back to the right of way
agent deal. You will have some right-of-way agents
tell you certain things that aren"t, you know, just
not true, and again | apologize for that. Nancy
Holland?

NANCY HOLLAND: I*°I11 pass.

DOUG SIPE: Sorry.

NANCY HOLLAND: No, ITl1l pass.

DOUG SIPE: You®ll pass?

NANCY HOLLAND: Yeah.

DOUG SIPE: Back to the safety part
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of the deal, I"m gonna -- and maybe you want to
talk a little bit more about i1t.

The Pipeline Safety Improvement Act
of 2002 has changed a lot of regulations on these
pipeline companies. Under that they are required
to do a lot different testing procedures on their
pipelines, different from what they used to.
They"re required, and, Gery, you can hit on this a
little bit more under that, but they"re required to
do a lot more testing in a different time span.
They"re required to test in different ways.

They"re required to test their old lines and bring
them all up to speed on how they should be.
They*re required to -- All the new lines that
they"re sticking in has to have these certain
operational standards set to them, how they"re
gonna be tested in the future.

So the safety of our pipelines since
Pipeline Safety Improvement Act of 2002 has greatly
improved. Gery, you want to --

GERY BAUMAN: Sure.

DOUG SIPE: -- hit on that anymore?

GERY BAUMAN: Yes, hello, my name is
Gery Bauman, 1°m with Pipeline and Hazardous

Materials Safety Administration. Hello, my name 1is
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Gery Bauman, 1"m with the Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration. We have federal
safety standards that Rex and all pipelines must
abide by. They are 49-CFR-Part 192. 1If you“re
knowledgeable about the internet you can look up
the regulations yourself and see what the gas
companies and Rex must live up to.

With this particular Rex pipeline
we"ve had negotiations with them ahead of time and
we"ve put together 46 additional safety features
that must be incorporated into this pipeline if it
iIs built. These safety provisions go everywhere
from a remote control SCADA operation. That"s
telemetry system that monitors the pipeline for any
problems. It consist of remote control valves
spaced according to the class location. The higher
the class location the closer the safety valves are
located together.

We also have regulations associated
with damage prevention. We have here in the State
of Ohio OOPS and their program for damage
prevention. We"ve also negotiated with Rex a
provision that their pipeline would withstand the
impact of backhoes and not fail. There"s

patrolling provisions. It just goes on and on and
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on associated with all of the regulations that are
presently there, plus additional regulations that
we --

In addition to these pipeline safety
regulations, Part 192, we"ve negotiated 46
additional items that Rex must do in order to build
this pipeline 1t Ferc gives them the authority to
build the pipeline.

An additional one i1s very important,
Is an Integrity Management Plan and Program to look
at any threats to the pipeline, like coal mining
subsistence or any possible threat and address that
in the plan proactively ahead of operating the
pipeline.

1"11 be available down front after
the presentation if you have specific questions
about this regulations that 1°ve referred to, I1-°d
be happy to help answer those.

CAROL COSTELLO: 1 have a question.

DOUG SIPE: Ms?

CAROL COSTELLO: Why would you
approve to go under this power line, is that asking
for trouble?

DOUG SIPE: 1°m sorry, if you have a

question, 1 apologize, but you have to come to the
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mic and ask the question, and please state your
name.

CAROL COSTELLO: Why we couldn®t
understand him was because he wasn"t speaking iIn
language we can understand, because that didn"t
really mean anything to us.

I"ve asking a straight question.
Carol Costello, Pleasant City, Ohio. Why would you
approve to put it under a power line that"s already
there? 1t"s made out of aluminum, 1t"s -- that
power line or that gas line that exploded in Noble
County, they had to let it burn out. That was 25
years ago, and there"s still nothing growing there
except a little bit of grass. It was so hot it
melted the ground in the clay -- 1 mean it would --
it turned it into glass. Why would you approve a
gas line which i1s going to explode sooner or later
somewhere under a power line that"s already
dangerous, why would you approve that, why would he
in his safety regulations not consider that?

DOUG SIPE: He was giving you the
safety regulations. |If you have any specific
questions under that regulation you can talk to him
after the meeting.

Let me answer your question.
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There®s pipelines throughout the entire nation that
Is co-located with electrical facilities.

CAROL COSTELLO: So do you have a
power line of this extent of this voltage and you
have a gas line that"s 42 inches going under it
somewhere already?

DOUG SIPE: 1 can"t speak to your
exact situation, but, yes, there are pipelines all
over the country. We just approved a pipeline to
be co-located with an electrical line for miles and
miles In the State of Arizona. So the engineering
iIs there and the protection is there with what
we"ve called cathotic protection on the pipeline.

CAROL COSTELLO: What protection,
what protection?

DOUG SIPE: There"s --

CAROL COSTELLO: 1t talked about
that family running for their lives. There were
three of "em at home at the time. The house went
up so fast, they didn"t even try to put it out, and
they ran all three directions, one of "em was
barefoot, they ran for their lives. Well I"m 63, 1
don®"t think 1 can out run i1t. Would you like to
live beside that? Would you want your children

going to school right down the road from i1t? How
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fast could them little kids run? Why would you
approve something this dangerous? Homeland
Security. Yeah, sabotage. Why would you even make
us -- I"m trembling all over right now talking to
you. Why would you put us through this? We"re
paying you guys® salary. We have no say In -- You
are our representatives. We"ve written to our
representative and I don"t any of them are here
tonight, are they? That space was supposed to --
Okay, good, good, there"s a representative. Most
of them --

Most of the representatives that
we"ve written to haven"t even commented. 1%ve
written to the ones here in Ohio. We"ve got a form
letter back, that was all we got. You"re our only
contact. And I"ve written to you several times, if
you"ll look in your mailboxes, you"ll see Carol
Costello™s name.

We bought the land and we pay the
taxes and now here comes this, and it"s all about
money, it"s all about money. 1 had a Ferc man
telling me he could put it through my basement if
he wanted. That was last year when 1 called
Washington, D.C. He said, "ma"am, 1 can put this

through your basement i1if we want to." This is the
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comments we"re getting from people. It"s like 1t
was Russia.

DOUG SIPE: 1 appreciate your
comments. Thank you.

GARY SMITH

GARY SMITH: My name is Gary Smith,
I"m a retired engineer and 30 years in my field,
mostly regionalized planning throughout the United
States, Canada, taught at three universities over
my career. 1 have a question for you. What kind
of backhoe are we talking about, 1"ve seen some
pretty big ones lately? How about an R-100 series,
"cause they crash them 36 inch pipelines. Okay.
Are we talking about the one that goes on the back
of my little John Deer or are we talking about
commercial or are we talking about industrial,
"cause | have "em all In my area. Some of my
farmer friends have equipment that I haven"t seen
In construction companies and it"s huge. You know,
what spec, what standard did you use for this
determination, because 36 inch pipeline pretty, is
pretty secure and yet I°ve see one smashed? Thank
you.

DOUG SIPE: There are a lot of

programs put in place for actual construction
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around an existing pipeline, even though this one
didn"t go -- maybe this one may not go through, but
there are procedures set in place with a one-call
system and other systems being put in place that if
you"re working near any existing utility, you"re
required by law to call before you start digging.
That"s the system put in place. Sir.

GARY SMITH: That"s one of the
people who helped put OOPS together in the early
"80s. 1Is Rex currently a member of that
organization, do they pay them?

DOUG SIPE: 1 can™"t --

GARY SMITH: See, nobody can answer
that, and OOPS people say that"s confidential,
okay. 1 -- It can"t be confidential because | have
Columbia Transmission who -- they said, yeah, this
IS our number, you know, our customer number with
OOPS, and, you know, I want to pick up some trees
with a big backhoe. And everybody under the sun
showed up. 1Is Rex in this consortium with that?

And there are a lot of iIssues over
things like OOPS. You know, and they should be
addressed before there®s any consideration for
approving this project, and this should be stopped

1T they are not a member of such organizations.
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And there"s an organization like this iIn every
state, but you say that they have to call, guess
what, Department of Navy doesn®t have to call.
They did a trans-continental fiber optic line and
they just had to cut a few people on the way. They
said national security, he can"t do anything about
it. Just like people saying Homeland Security now.
So that"s neither here nor there, but if they"re
not a member of OOPS before they start their
construction, then they should not be allowed to
start their construction. Thank you.

DOUG SIPE: Thank you. That is the
last speaker I have on the list. Would anybody
else like to ask a question? Sir. And, please, if
you"re gonna come up and ask me a question, just
try to raise your hand and 1711 point you out, |
don"t want anybody just coming up to the mic.

RICHARD KEMP

RICHARD KEMP: My name is Richard
Kemp and 1*m talking in reference to the alternate
proposed route around Stilk Creek Reservoir. The
original route did not cross my property, but the
proposed route -- | think it"s sad that we as
property owners don"t have any say for the fact

that Barnesville Council got the town commissioners
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and Tom Wilson to go along with them In having this
alternate route proposed. We as property owners
has never wanted to defend us.

I know we"re gonna have gas lines,
we"re gonna have power lines, if we didn"t we
probably wouldn®t be here tonight. 1°"m not opposed
to the gas line, 1 just would like to see i1t take
the best route. And the original route by far was
the best route.

IT any of you gentlemen would come
out and see where they"re going to have to put this
alternate route, it"s pathetic. The old original
route would affect a lot less people, and 1t makes
an awful lot more sense of where i1t"s to be
located. | just hope that you people would or
someone would come out and take a look at this.

And 111 have to say that 1 ve
talked to several of the Rex people, and they may
throw out for saying this, but they have been very
good and honest talking to me. All right. That"s
all 1 have to say.

DOUG SIPE: Thank you, sir. We are
aware of that situation that you just talked about.
I was actually in a meeting just the other day

talking about that alternative where 1t was -- you
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know, before 1t was above the reservoir, now iIt"s
below 1t. So we"re well aware of that alternative.
Thank you for your question and comment. Sir.

JOHN MORGAN

JOHN MORGAN: John Morgan, also from
Raven Rock. Two things, one is | wanted to echo
James Witmer*®s comment, that we should be
conserving the limited supply of natural gas that
we have left rather than consuming i1t at a great
speed.

The other thing is, 1 understand the
original plan was the tunnel under the reservoir at
Barnesville, and it made me wonder is i1t possible
that Raven Rocks, 1T there is no possibility of an
alternative route, would it be possible to tunnel
under the most difficult areas where steep bluffs
are?

DOUG SIPE: The tunneling that he"s
speaking about is called "horizontal directional
drilling.” 1 believe that the longest horizontal
directional drill that I"m aware of is 4000, 5000
feet. The company can -- probably something like
that, but we -- the companies do do that in certain
situations where they are going under sensitive

areas. |If that"s a sensitive area which 1 know is,
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you know, that that can be looked into, but for the
entirety of that sensitive area, no, | understand,
iIt"s just the fact that you“re talking about a
certain alternative to go around it, underneath a
steep bluff. There"s a lot of things that have to
be looked into geotechnically, for that to happen.
So that"s the comment on the record tonight, so
that will be looked into.

GARY SMITH

GARY SMITH: Excuse me. How long is
the tunnel, 20 miles plus long -- horizontal
boring. How about the new freeway in Spain, it"s
gonna be 160 below ground. They didn"t figure out
to keep people from getting the bends.

A lot of other companies are doing
things. The Chinese are doing even better things
and they are going much further than 4000 feet,
they"re talking about 100,000 feet in China right
now .

I realize that I"m retired and 1 can
read all this stuff on the internet, but you should
be made well aware of this before a meeting. And
the Rex people don®"t even answer when you bring up
questions like this.

The Spaniards can put a freeway
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under ground. They put three rail tunnels
underneath the English Channel, and t