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The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission is responding to the need for
increased electricity generation in the west by approving, on a case by case basis,
increased hydropower production while balancing environmental and
developmental concerns.

The Commission's role as a " one-stop shopping agency” for hydroelectric license
matters should be enhanced by allowing the Commission to reject mandatory
conditions proposed by other federal agencies, if those conditions are not based on
substantial evidence or are insensitive to cost concerns.

Congressional action may also be needed to underscore the Commission's ultimate
authority to balance developmental and environmental concerns when reviewing
state water quality certifications under section 401 of the Clean Water Act and
section 18 fishway prescriptions.

The balancing of competing concerns and values is at the heart of the
Commission'srole. The agency should not be unnecessarily hamstrung in carrying
out this statutory obligation.



