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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
 
Before Commissioners:  Jon Wellinghoff, Chairman; 
                                        Philip D. Moeller, John R. Norris, 
                                        and Cheryl A. LaFleur. 
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ORDER DISMISSING PROTEST 

 
(Issued January 3, 2012) 

 
1. Florida Gas Transmission Company, LLC (Florida Gas), an interstate pipeline, 
owns and operates 18- and 24-inch diameter pipelines that are in a right-of-way on 
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) property parallel to, and east of, the 
northbound lanes of the Florida Turnpike in Broward County, Florida.1  In the early 
2000’s, FDOT announced plans to add new lanes and make other improvements along 
approximately 11 miles of the Florida Turnpike in Broward County between Atlantic 
Boulevard in the north and Griffin Road in the south. 

2. In order to accommodate FDOT’s improvement project, the Commission 
authorized Florida Gas to abandon under section 7(b) of the Natural Gas Act (NGA) 
approximately 11.15 miles of the 18-inch diameter pipeline from Atlantic Boulevard 
(milepost (MP) 871.80) to Griffin Road (MP 882.95) and 10.75 miles of the 24-inch 
diameter pipeline (from MPs 871.80 to 882.55).2  Florida Gas stated that it intended to 
retain in service an approximately 0.4 mile segment of the 24-inch diameter pipeline from 
MPs 882.55 to 882.95 “to allow for future facility bypass connections in the event FDOT 
requires an additional relocation.”  The Commission also authorized Florida Gas to 
construct and operate under section 7(c) of the NGA approximately 11.15 miles of 36-
inch diameter pipeline from Atlantic Boulevard to Griffin Road to replace the 18- and 24-
inch diameter pipeline to be abandoned.  Florida Gas completed construction of the 36-
inch diameter line in 2008. 3 

                                              

(continued…) 

1 The Florida Turnpike (State Road 91) is a north-south, tolled interstate highway 
in Florida. 

2 Florida Gas Transmission Company, 115 FERC ¶ 61,140 (2006) (2006 Order). 

3 In 2008, Florida Gas requested that the Commission delay the 2006 Order’s grant 
of abandonment authority for the 18- and 24-inch diameter pipelines because the FDOT 
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3. On June 3, 2009, Florida Gas filed a Notification of Abandonment of Facilities 
and its Status Report No. 14 (2009 Notification).  The 2009 Notification stated that the 
abandonment of facilities authorized in the 2006 Order was completed. 

4. On July 2, 2009, the FDOT protested the 2009 Notification claiming, among other 
things, that Florida Gas did not abandon its 18-inch diameter pipeline between MPs 
882.61 (the location of a regulator station) and 882.95.  The FDOT contended that the  
18-inch pipeline segment remained pressurized and in service as a mainline facility 
despite the construction of the 36-inch diameter line.  In addition, the FDOT asserted that 
the 24-inch diameter segment between mileposts 882.55 and 882.95 is no longer needed 
because the construction of the 36-inch diameter pipeline obviated the need for the       
24-inch segment.  Thus, the FDOT requested that the Commission order Florida Gas to 
show cause why it should not be required to abandon the 24-inch segment.   

5. In its August 25, 2009 Status Report No. 16, Florida Gas stated that “in 
conjunction with and in cooperation with the FDOT,” it had completed all abandonment 
activities related to the 18-inch diameter line between MPs 882.55 and 882.95.  
Specifically, Florida Gas stated that it had purged the natural gas from the line, severed 
the line, filled the line with nitrogen, and capped it. 

6. On December 16, 2010, Florida Gas filed in Docket No. CP11-54-000 a prior 
notice request under section 7 of the NGA and sections 157.205 and 157.216 of the 
Commission’s regulations to abandon under its Part 157 blanket certificate the 24-inch 
diameter segment of pipeline between MPs 882.55 and 882.95.  Under section 157.205(h) 
of the regulations, authorization to abandon the 24-inch pipeline segment is automatic as 
long as no protests are filed by the 60-day deadline.  There were no protests to Florida 
Gas’s filing. 

7. In a September 21, 2011 data request, the Commission requested that the FDOT 
provide information on whether its protest still has merit in light of the prior notice filing 
in Docket No. CP11-54-000.  On September 29, the FDOT filed a response, confirming 
that the issues it raised in its protest are now moot.  Accordingly, the Commission will 
dismiss FDOT’s protest. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                  
could require relocation of the newly-constructed 36-inch diameter pipeline.  The 
Commission denied Florida Gas’s request, requiring Florida Gas to abandon the 18- and 
24-inch pipelines in accordance with the 2006 Order.  Florida Gas Transmission 
Company, 125 FERC ¶ 61,032 (2008). 
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The Commission orders: 

FDOT’s protest is dismissed. 

By the Commission. 

( S E A L ) 

 

 

Kimberly D. Bose, 
Secretary. 

 


