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The National Dam Safety Program:
The Dam Safety Act of 2006

= The Dam Safety Act of 2006, Public Law 109-460, states
that the purpose of the National Dam Safety Program is
“to reduce the risks to life and property from dam
failure in the United States...”

= This purpose is consistent with the mission of FEMA,
and the reason FEMA is the lead agency for the
National Dam Safety Program.




The National Dam Safety Program:
The Dam Safety Act of 2006

State Grant Assistance

= Assistance is provided to the states to strengthen their dam safety
programs.

Research and Development
= Addresses a cross-section of issues and needs for dam safety.
Training

= FEMA supports a strong collaborative training program for dam
safety professionals, dam owners, and other stakeholders.

Public Information and Outreach

= FEMA continues to work with its partners to bring the message of
dam safety to the public.




The National Dam Safety Program:
State Programs and Challenges

= The states regulate 86 percent of the approximately 83,000
dams in the National Inventory of Dams.

= There are more than 10,800 dams in the United States
classified as high-hazard potential dams.

= Of the approximately 10,800 high-hazard dams in the
United States, about 1,300 have been identified as
deficient.

= The significant increase in the number of state-regulated
high-hazard potential dams since 1998 has been caused
primarily by increased downstream development.




The National Dam Safety Program:
State Programs and Challenges

= |n FY 2008, total state funding for dam safety programs was
approximately $40 million.

= In FY 2008, FEMA distributed approximately $3.2 million to the
49 states and Puerto Rico that participate in the Program.

= State assistance from FEMA, while limited, has contributed to
Increases in the number of EAPs for high-hazard potential
dams and dam inspections conducted by the states, key
Indicators of progress.




The National Dam Safety Program:
The Federal Role

= The ICODS agencies continue to
iImplement the requirements of the
Federal Guidelines for Dam Safety.

= The sharing of federal resources and
expertise with state dam safety
programs has been a critical element
of the national program.

= A goal of FEMA is to re-energize this
commitment and to expand further the
opportunities for information sharing
between the federal and state sectors
and other stakeholder groups.
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The National Dam Safety Program:
The Federal Role

= The Emergency Action
Planning Program of the
FERC is one example of
many exemplary federal
programs that
consistently promote
dam safety across the
United States.




The National Dam Safety Program:
Public at Risk: The Path Forward

= A grand challenge to FEMA
through FY 2011 in its

~ leadership of the Program
- has been posed by OMB:
s what is FEMA doing to bring
= ©:- risk information to the public
downstream of dams and to
the emergency managers
responsible for public safety?




The National Dam Safety Program:
Public at Risk: The Path Forward

= An equally important
challenge will be the adoption
by the states of minimum,
national standards for dam
safety identified in the Dam
Safety Act of 2006.

*Risk analysis will be another
priority area, along with
expanding the national
coalition of dam safety
stakeholders.
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