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Planning Framework
Coordinate, Facilitate & Communicate          

WestConnect’s transmission planning interface with:
WECC’s Westwide Regional Planning Process and Transmission 
Expansion Planning Policy Committee (TEPCC) 
Other WECC Sub-regional Transmission Planning Groups (STPG): 
– Columbia Grid
– Northern Tier Transmission Group
– California’s newly forming STPG (CASTPG)
– Other STPGs as they form

Sub-regional Transmission Planning Groups within WestConnect
– Colorado Coordinated Planning Group (CCPG)
– Southwest Area Transmission (SWAT)
– Newly forming Sierra STPG
– Other STPGs as they form within WestConnect
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Principal Objectives

Facilitate, coordinate & advocate a WestConnect        
sub-regional planning process that:

Builds upon the successes of the CCPG and SWAT  
STPG planning processes,

Supports and integrates other STPGs as they form

Offers & encourages a broader stakeholder participation 

Documents WestConnect Planning Participation 
Agreement Members’ planning efforts to comply with              
local, state & federal regulatory planning requirements
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Planning Process / Work Product

A WestConnect planning process responsive to needs of: 
– WestConnect Planning Participation Agreement members, 
– Other sub-regional transmission planning stakeholders, 
– WECC westwide regional transmission planning process, 
– Local and state planning requirements, and 
– FERC Order 890 planning requirements.

A coordinated annual WestConnect Transmission Plan 
– Supported by study plans / technical studies of CCPG, SWAT and 

future Sierra Sub-regional Transmission Planning Groups  (STPG) 
– Based upon power flow base cases coordinated for transmission 

planning study use in the WestConnect footprint
– Documented by annual WestConnect Transmission Plan Report
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Initial Planning Cycle

Planning Report Prep.

Annual Mtg

• Publish 10 Yr Plans
• Approve Report

Workshop

• STPG Study Results
• Future Study Needs

Nov 2007

Jan 2008
WestConnect 

Plng Contractor Hired 
May 24, 2007
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3 mo. ?

Planning Cycle Concept

Planning Cycle 1

Planning Cycle 2

Planning Report Prep.

Study Plans Dev.

TEPPC
Economic Study Results

For
WestConnect Footprint

WestConnect
Economic Study

Request of TEPPC

Workshop

• STPG Study Results
• Future Study Needs

Annual Mtg

• Publish 10 Yr Plans
• Approve

– Cycle 1 Trans. Reports 
– Cycle 2 Study Plans


