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Weather and Climate

Weather
What happens “now”
What you get
What clothes to wear

Climate
Long term average
“Supposed to get”
What clothes to buy



































West side climate East side climate

1. Relatively wet (mostly)
2. Winter maximum (Oct-Mar)

3. Wettest near the coast and
in the mountains

4. Relatively mild temperatures

5. The most significant storms 
are large, winter cyclonic 
storms

6. Rain-on-snow events of 
special concern

1. Relatively dry (mostly)
2. Somewhat uniform precip
annually

3. Wettest in the mountains

4.Significant temperature
variability

5.The most significant storms 
are warm season 
thunderstorms

6. Rain-on-dirt events of 
special concern



West side climate East side climate

7. High and low elevations 
coupled

8. Extremes behave like 
averages

7. High and low elevations 
decoupled

8. Extremes don’t behave 
like averages



























Types of Floods

1. Flash floods
2. Debris flow floods
3. Spring snow melt
4. Rain on snow









Types of Floods

1. Flash floods
2. Debris flow floods
3. Spring snow melt
4. Rain on snow



Types of Floods

1. Flash floods
2. Debris flow floods
3. Spring snow melt
4. Rain on snow







Types of Floods

1. Flash floods
2. Debris flow floods
3. Spring snow melt
4. Rain on snow











“Recipe for a Flood”

1. Wet winter
2. Moderate snowpack
3. Brief cold period
4. Intense, warm rain











































The EndThe End


